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NAMED THE #1 BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR BY THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, A WITTY, INFORMATIVE,
AND POPULAR TRAVELOGUE ABOUT THE SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES AND HOW THEY MAY NOT BE AS
HAPPY OR AS PERFECT AS WE ASSUME Journalist Michael Booth has lived among the Scandinavians for more than
ten years, and he has grown increasingly frustrated with the rose-tinted view of this part of the world offered up by the
Western media. In this timely book he leaves his adopted home of Denmark and embarks on a journey through all five of
the Nordic countries to discover who these curious tribes are, the secrets of their success, and, most intriguing of all,
what they think of one another. Why are the Danes so happy, despite having the highest taxes? Do the Finns really have
the best education system? Are the Icelanders as feral as they sometimes appear? How are the Norwegians spending
their fantastic oil wealth? And why do all of them hate the Swedes? In The Almost Nearly Perfect People Michael Booth
explains who the Scandinavians are, how they differ and why, and what their quirks and foibles are, and he explores why
these societies have become so successful and models for the world. Along the way a more nuanced, often darker
picture emerges of a region plagued by taboos, characterized by suffocating parochialism, and populated by extremists
of various shades. They may very well be almost nearly perfect, but it isn't easy being Scandinavian.
The main focus of the book is institutional change in the Scandinavian model, with special emphasis on Norway. There
are many reasons to pay closer attention to the Norwegian case when it comes to analyses of changes in the public
sphere. In the country’s political history, the arts and the media played a particular role in the processes towards
sovereignty at the beginning of the 20th century. On a par with the other Scandinavian countries, Norway is in the
forefront in the world in the distribution and uses of Internet technology. As an extreme case, the most corporatist society
within the family of the “Nordic Model”, it offers an opportunity both for intriguing case studies and for challenging and
refining existing theory on processes of institutional change in media policy and cultural policy. It supplements two recent,
important books on political economy in Scandinavia: Varieties of Liberalization and the New Politics of Social Solidarity
(Kathleen Thelen, 2014), and The Political Construction of Business Interests (Cathie Jo Martin and Duane Swank,
2013). There are further reasons to pay particular attention to the Scandinavian, and more specifically the Norwegian
cases: (i) They are to varying degrees neo-corporatist societies, characterized by ongoing bargaining over social and
political reform processes. From a theoretical perspective this invites reflections which, to some extent, are at odds with
the dominant conceptions of institutional change. Neither models of path dependency nor models of aggregate,
incremental change focus on the continuous social bargaining over institutional change. (ii) Despite recent processes of
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liberalization, common to the Western world as a whole, corporatism implies a close connection between state, public
sphere, cultural life, and religion. This also means that institutions are closely bundled, in an even stronger way than
assumed for example in the Varieties of Capitalism literature. Furthermore, we only have scarce insight in the way the
different spheres of corporatism are connected and interact. In the proposed edited volume we have collected historicalinstitutional case studies from a broad set of social fields (a detailed outline of contents and contributors is attached): •
Critical assessments of Jürgen Habermas’ theory of the public sphere • Can the public sphere be considered an
institution? • The central position of the public sphere in social and political change in Norway • Digital transformations
and effects of the growing PR industry on the public sphere • Institutionalization of social media in local politics and
voluntary organizations • Legitimation work in the public sphere • freedom of expression and warning in the workplace •
“Return of religion” to the public sphere, and its effects
The political structures of the Scandinavian nations have long stood as models for government and public policy. This
comprehensive study examines how that “Nordic model” of government developed, as well as its far-reaching influence.
Respected Scandinavian historian Mary Hilson surveys the political bureaucracies of the five Nordic countries—Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden—and traces their historical influences and the ways they have changed,
individually and as a group, over time. The book investigates issues such as economic development, foreign policy,
politics, government, and the welfare state, and it also explores prevailing cultural perceptions of Scandinavia in the
twentieth century. Hilson then turns to the future of the Nordic region as a unified whole within Europe as well as in the
world, and considers the re-emergence of the Baltic Sea as a pivotal region on the global stage. The Nordic Model offers
an incisive assessment of Scandinavia yesterday and today, making this an essential text for students and scholars of
political science, European history, and Scandinavian studies.
At first glance, Nordic countries seem to have everything liberals want to see in America: equal income distribution, good
health, low levels of poverty, and thriving economies, all co-existing with big welfare states. By copying Nordic policies,
many in the American left hope to transform America to a similar socialist utopia. In Debunking Utopia, Swedish author
Nima Sanandaji explains why this is all wishful thinking. Certainly, some aspects of Nordic welfare states, such as
childcare provision, merit the admiration of liberals. But overall, it is a unique culture based on hard work, healthy diets,
social cohesion and high levels of trust that have made Nordic countries successful. Sanandaji explains how the Nordic
people adopted this culture of success in order to survive in the unforgiving Scandinavian climate. He systematically
proves that the high levels of income equality, high lifespans and other signs of social success in the Nordics all predate
the expansion of the welfare state. If anything, the Nordic countries reached their peak during the mid-twentieth century,
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when they had low taxes and small welfare states. Perhaps most astonishing are his findings that Nordic-Americans
consistently outperform their cousins who live across the ocean. People of Nordic descent who live under the American
capitalist system not only enjoy higher levels of income, but also a lower level of poverty than the citizens of the Nordic
countries themselves. Sanandaji's previous writings on the roots of Nordic success have gained media attention around
the world and been translated into many languages. Debunking Utopia, which expands on this work, should be read by
all liberals and conservatives alike who follow the debate over the future of American welfare.
The Nordic countries have the world's best working life. Unlike in many other countries, global competition has not
created inequality, uncertainty, long working hours, standardization and restrictive managerial control. The main reason
for this lies in the way interests are expressed and conflicts are resolved. Both employees and employers are well
organized and both recognize the interests of the other. Working life develops in a constant interaction between conflict
and compromise. This book examines working conditions in Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Finland. It explores how
these good working conditions are created and maintained. The chapters explain: How work organization is formed How
education, training and work place learning give access to the labour market How work is managed in the public sector
How precarious work unfolds in the Nordic countries. Work and Wellbeing in the Nordic Countries is addressed to all
those who have interest in the quality of working life. It will be of particular use to all students, academics and policy
makers working in the fields of social policy, wellbeing, management studies, employment relations, work sociology and
work psychology.
Located in Northern Europe and the North Atlantic, the Nordic Countries/Territories are comprised of Sweden, Norway,
Finland, Denmark, Iceland, Greenland, the Faroe Islands, and Aland. And while they may share a region and some
traditions, each has its own distinct geography, history, and heritage. Explore Greenland where, contrary to its name,
more than 80 percent of the land is covered by an ice cap. It is home to the polar bear, as well as walrus, reindeer, and
seal. Stop off in Copenhagen, the capital city of Denmar - the statue of the Little Mermaid from Hans Christian
Andersen's fairy tale can be found near the harbor. Visit Sweden's lively Jokkmokk Winter Market which draws visitors
from around the world, or sample the tasty fare of a Swedish smorgasbord. D is for Dala Horse: A Nordic Countries
Alphabet gives young readers an A-Z tour. Kathy-jo Wargin is the author of 45 books for children, including The Legend
of Sleeping Bear. Her many awards include an IRA Children's Choice Award for The Legend of the Loon and an IRA
Teacher's Choice Award for Win One for the Gipper. Kathy-jo lives in Minnetonka, Minnesota. Renée Graef has
illustrated more than 70 books for children. The most well-known are the "Kirsten" books in the American Girl Collection
and the "My First Little House" books by Laura Ingalls Wilder. Renée lives in Cedarburg, Wisconsin, with her family.
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This is the history of how two countries on the northern edge of Europe built societies in the twentieth century that
became objects of inspiration and envy around the world. Francis Sejersted, one of Scandinavia's leading historians, tells
how Norway and Sweden achieved a rare feat by realizing grand visions of societies that combine stability, prosperity,
and social welfare. It is a history that holds many valuable lessons today, at a time of renewed interest in the
Scandinavian model. The book tells the story of social democracy from the separation of Norway and Sweden in 1905
through the end of the century, tracing its development from revolutionary beginnings through postwar triumph, as it
became a hegemonic social order that left its stamp on every sector of society, the economy, welfare, culture, education,
and family. The book also tells how in the 1980s, partly in reaction to the strong state, a freedom and rights revolution led
to a partial erosion of social democracy. Yet despite the fracturing of consensus and the many economic and social
challenges facing Norway and Sweden today, the achievement of their welfare states remains largely intact.
The Scandinavian and Nordic countries have some of the highest participation rates in sport and physical activity in the
world and are therefore important case studies across a range of subjects, from sport policy to physical activity and
health. This is the first book to bring together studies of all those countries in one volume, examining sport, physical
activity and exercise, and exploring the factors behind such high levels of participation. Rich in empirical data, the book
examines trends in sports participation, organisation and policy in each of the constituent countries, highlighting common
themes and outcomes. This is a valuable resource for students, researchers and academics working in the fields of sport,
physical education, leisure, sport policy, sport development, the sociology of sport, and physical activity and health.
This title was first published in 2000: The Nordic Council and the Nordic Council of Ministers decided in 1994 to initiate
and finance a comparative study to understand better the structure and development of poverty in five Nordic countries,
(Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden). The main question posed is how the number of people living with low
incomes has changed over time and what characterizes such households.? Since no official poverty line has been
defined in the Nordic countries, the comparative study examines a set of different definitions of poverty and analyzes the
change in poverty rates and poverty composition in light of those different definitions.
In the 21st century, Norway, Denmark and Sweden remain the icons of fair societies, with high economic productivity and
quality of life. But they are also an enigma in a cultural-evolutionary sense: though by no means following the same socioeconomic formula, they are all cases of a "non-hubristic", socially sustainable modernity that puzzles outside observers.
Using Nordic welfare states as its laboratory, Sustainable Modernity combines evolutionary and socio-cultural
perspectives to illuminate the mainsprings of what the authors call the "well-being society". The main contention is that
the Nordic uniqueness is not merely the outcome of one particular set of historical institutional or political arrangements,
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or sheer historical luck; rather, the high welfare creation inherent in the Nordic model has been predicated on a long and
durable tradition of social cooperation, which has interacted with global competitive forces. Hence the socially sustainable
Nordic modernity should be approached as an integrated and tightly orchestrated ecosystem based on a complex
interplay of cooperative and competitive strategies within and across several domains: normative-cultural, socio-political
and redistributive. The key question is: Can the Nordic countries uphold the balance of competition and cooperation and
reproduce their resilience in the age of globalization, cultural collisions, the digital economy, the fragmentation of the
work/life division, and often intrusive EU regulation? With contributors providing insights from the humanities, the social
sciences and evolutionary science, this book will be of great interest to students and scholars of political science,
sociology, history, institutional economics, Nordic studies and human evolution studies.
The Routledge Handbook of Scandinavian Politics is a comprehensive overview of Scandinavian politics provided by
leading experts in the field and covering the polity, the politics and the policy of Scandinavia. Coherently structured with a
multi-level thematic approach, it explains and details Scandinavian politics today through a series of cutting-edge
chapters. It will be a key reference point both for advanced-level students developing knowledge about the subject, as
well as researchers producing new material in the area and beyond. It brings geographical scope and depth, with
comparative chapters contributed by experts across the region. Methodologically and theoretically pluralistic, the
handbook is in itself a reflection of the field of political science in Scandinavia and the diversity of the issues covered in
the volume. The Routledge Handbook of Scandinavian Politics will be an essential reference for scholars, students,
researchers and practitioners interested and working in the fields of Scandinavian politics, European politics, comparative
politics and international relations.
The Open Access version of this book, available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9780429467608, has been
made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license. While the Nordic
countries are listed at the top in most international rankings of gender equality and citizens’ feelings of security, studies
on the prevalence of sexual victimisation present a different picture, suggesting that the very countries that have invested
much in establishing gender equality actually see a high prevalence of sexual violence. This book sheds light on the
phenomenon and construction of rape and other forms of sexual violence within the Nordic region, exploring the ways in
which rape and sexual violence are dealt with through criminal law and considering governmental policies aimed at
combatting it, with a special focus on legal regulations and developments. Thematically organised, it offers new research
on perpetrators, victimhood, criminal justice and prevention. Multi-disciplinary in approach, it brings together the latest
work from a range of scholars to offer insights into the situation in the five Nordic countries, asking how and why rape and
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other forms of sexual violence occur, whilst also addressing the timely issues of online sexual cultures, BDSM and the
grey areas of sexual offences. As such, it will appeal to scholars of sociology, criminology and law with interests in
gender and sexual violence.
Does the Nordic model of education still stand by its original principles and safeguard education for all? This Open
Access volume is a carefully crafted collection of chapters that investigate the different aspects of equity, equality and
diversity across the education systems in the Nordic countries. Based on data from various national and international
large-scale assessments, the volume provides a better understanding of both the functions and foundations of the Nordic
model, along with how the concepts mentioned above are enacted in practice. Across the chapters, data from different
national and international large-scale assessment studies are used for cross- and single-country analyses on a variety of
issues related to equity, equality and inequality in diverse educational settings. The investigations address different
subject domains (i.e., mathematics, science, reading), age and grade groups, but also issues related to teachers and the
schools themselves. In addition to these empirical chapters, the book addresses the theoretical and methodological
underpinnings of the ideas and tools embedded in the phenomena of equity and equality and how they have met in the
Nordic model of education.
This book explores the relevance of conspiracy theories in the modern social and political history of the Nordic Countries.
The Nordic countries have traditionally imagined themselves as stable, wealthy, egalitarian welfare states. Conspiracy
theories, mistrust and disunity, the argument goes, happened elsewhere in Europe (especially Eastern Europe), the
Middle East or in the United States. This book paints a different picture by demonstrating that conspiracy theories have
always existed in the Nordic region, both as a result of structural tensions between different groups and in the aftermath
of traumatic events, but seem to have become more prominent over the last thirty or forty years. While the book covers
events and developments in each of the Nordic countries (Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Iceland and Finland) it is not a
comparative country analysis. Rather, the book focuses on conspiracy theories in and about the Nordic region as a
region, arguing that similarities in the trajectories of conspiratorial thinking are interesting to examine in cultural, social
and political terms. The book takes a thematic approach, including looking at states and elites; family, gender and
sexuality; migration and the outside view on the Nordic region; conspiracy theories about the Nordic countries; and
Nordic Noir. This book will be of great interest to researchers on extremism, conspiracy theories and the politics of the
Nordic Countries.
This book presents a detailed analysis of the educational model in Nordic European countries. It describes the traditional
idea of education for all, which can be characterized by the right for every child to have an education of equal quality in a
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common school for all pupils regardless of social class, abilities, gender, or ethnicity. Against this background, The
Nordic Education Model traces the rise of neo-liberal policies that have been enacted by those who believe the School for
All ideology does not produce the knowledge and skills that students need to succeed in an increasingly competitive and
global marketplace. It examines the conflict between these two ideas and shows how neo-liberal technologies affect the
Nordic model in different ways. The authors also show how social technologies are being interpreted in different ways in
actual school practices. This process of translating national regulations into internal sense builds on the values in the
culture to which they are introduced. In the end, this book reveals that a Nordic model can constitute a delicate balance
between traditional values, institutionalized practices, and contemporary, neo-liberal forms of governance and policies. It
may be argued from a new institutional perspective that the main structures of the Nordic educational model will sustain
as long as the deeply rooted Nordic culture survives in the globalised society.
The Nordic countries are known worldwide for their extensive welfare system and gender equality, which enables both
parents to hold jobs, earn money, and care for their children. In this volume, scholars from the Nordic countries, as well
as from the United States and the United Kingdom, explore the effects of these policies on fatherhood, and how the
policies that support it contribute to shaping and influencing the image, role, and practice of fathers in a diversity of family
settings.
A Finnish journalist, now a naturalized American citizen, asks Americans to draw on elements of the Nordic way of life to
nurture a fairer, happier, more secure, and less stressful society for themselves and their children. Moving to America in
2008, Finnish journalist Anu Partanen quickly went from confident, successful professional to wary, self-doubting mess.
She found that navigating the basics of everyday life—from buying a cell phone and filing taxes to education and
childcare—was much more complicated and stressful than anything she encountered in her homeland. At first, she
attributed her crippling anxiety to the difficulty of adapting to a freewheeling new culture. But as she got to know
Americans better, she discovered they shared her deep apprehension. To understand why life is so different in the U.S.
and Finland, Partanen began to look closely at both. In The Nordic Theory of Everything, Partanen compares and
contrasts life in the United States with life in the Nordic region, focusing on four key relationships—parents and children,
men and women, employees and employers, and government and citizens. She debunks criticism that Nordic countries
are socialist “nanny states,” revealing instead that it is we Americans who are far more enmeshed in unhealthy
dependencies than we realize. As Partanen explains step by step, the Nordic approach allows citizens to enjoy more
individual freedom and independence than we do. Partanen wants to open Americans’ eyes to how much better things
can be—to show her beloved new country what it can learn from her homeland to reinvigorate and fulfill the promise of the
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American dream—to provide the opportunity to live a healthy, safe, economically secure, upwardly mobile life for
everyone. Offering insights, advice, and solutions, The Nordic Theory of Everything makes a convincing argument that
we can rebuild our society, rekindle our optimism, and restore true freedom to our relationships and lives.
The Nordic countries-Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden-are frequently considered a distinct group of
countries in political science studies. The term 'Nordic model(s)' is sometimes used to describe the policies pursued by
these countries. The aim of this book is to examine whether there is one or several Nordic model(s), whether there have
been any changes over time in the distinctiveness of the Nordic countries, and when and why the Nordic model(s)
emerged. Moreover, in light of recent global economic, legislative, and political integration, will this Nordic distinctiveness
last? The Nordic Models in Political Science examines Nordic models in several key areas of political science, such as
state- and nation-building, political parties and party systems, determinants of party choice, representation and
parliamentarism, gender and politics, central governmental institutions, regional and local governments, interest
intermediation and interest group representation, and welfare state and knowledge regimes. This book provides an
introduction for students and academic readers interested in Nordic politics in general and Nordic models in particular. ***
"This is a thorough and balanced assessment of the 'Nordic model'. It shows that, in spite of change and transnational
convergence, distinctive features of the Nordic states have survived, producing substantially different outcomes in
important policy fields." --Michael Keating, Professor of Politics, Universities of Aberdeen and Edinburgh [Subject:
Politics, Nordic Studies]
The Nordic Model is the 20th-century Scandinavian recipe for combining stable democracies, individual freedom,
economic growth and comprehensive systems for social security. But what happens when Sweden and Finland – two
countries topping global indexes for competitiveness, productivity, growth, quality of life, prosperity, and equality – start
doubting themselves and their future? Is the Nordic Model at a crossroads? Historically, consensus, continuity, social
cohesion, and broad social trust have been hailed as key components for the success and for the self-images of Sweden
and Finland. In the contemporary, however, political debates in both countries are increasingly focused on risks, threats,
and worry. Social disintegration, political polarization, geopolitical anxieties, and threat of terrorism are often dominant
themes. This book focuses on what appears to be a paradox: countries with low income differences, high faith in social
institutions, and relatively high cultural homogeneity becoming fixated on the fear of polarization, disintegration, and
diminished social trust. Unpacking the presentist discourse of "worry" and a sense of interregnum at the face of
geopolitical tensions, digitalization, and globalization, as well as challenges to democracy, the chapters take steps back
in time and explore the current conjecture through the eyes of historians and social scientists, addressing key aspects of
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and challenges to both the contemporary and future Nordic Model. In addition, the functioning and efficacy of the
participatory democracy and current protocols of decision-making are debated. This work is essential reading for
students and scholars of the welfare state, social reforms, and populism, as well as Nordic and Scandinavian studies.
The Open Access version of this book, available at www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license.
Scandinavia is the epitome of cool: we fill our homes with Nordic furniture; we envy their humane social welfare system
and their healthy outdoor lifestyle; we glut ourselves on their crime fiction; even their strangely attractive melancholia
seems to express a stoic, commonsensical acceptance of life’s vicissitudes. But how valid is this outsider’s view of
Scandinavia, and how accurate our picture of life in Scandinavia today? Scandinavians follows a chronological
progression across the Northern centuries: the Vendel era of Swedish prehistory; the age of the Vikings; the Christian
conversions of Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Iceland; the unified Scandinavian state of the late Middle Ages; the seachange of the Reformation; the kingdom of Denmark-Norway; King Gustav Adolphus and the age of Sweden’s
greatness; the cultural golden age of Ibsen, Strindberg and Munch; the impact of the Second World War; Scandinavia’s
postwar social democratic nirvana; and the terror attacks of Anders Behring Breivik. Scandinavians is also a personal
investigation, with award-winning author Robert Ferguson as the ideal companion as he explores wide-ranging topics
such as the power and mystique of Scandinavian women, from the Valkyries to the Vikings; from Nora and Hedda to
Garbo and Bergman. This digressive technique is familiar from the writings of W. G. Sebald, and in Ferguson’s hands it
is deployed with particular felicity, accessibility, and deftness, richly illuminating our understanding of modern
Scandinavia, its society, politics, culture, and temperament.
Though marked by certain geographical, linguistic, and cultural differences, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden,
and the Faroe Islands are united by a common bond and a shared history. This history comes richly to life in this up-todate and thorough account of modern Scandinavia. Structuring his history along the lines of traditional European
chronology-Renaissance, Early Modern, Modern, and Contemporary periods-Byron J. Nordstrom brings a distinctly
twentieth-century perspective to his work. He shows how religions, political ideas, economic practices, intellectual
movements, and technological innovations have come to Scandinavia from abroad only to be modified and recast in a
uniquely Nordic character. Among the many topics he examines are Gustav II’s military reforms, Danish absolutism, the
constitutions of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Scandinavian modern design, management techniques and
shopfloor production strategies, and the welfare state. Surveying political, diplomatic, social, economic, and cultural
aspects of the region’s history, Scandinavia since 1500 is a comprehensive yet nuanced portrait of this unique region.
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This book draws on historical and cross-disciplinary studies to critically examine penal practices in Scandinavia. The
Nordic countries are often hailed by international observers as ‘model societies’, with egalitarian welfare policies, low
rates of poverty, humane social policies and human rights oriented internal agendas. This book, however, paints a much
more nuanced picture of the welfare policies, ideologies and social control in strong centralistic states. Based on
extensive new empirical data, leading Nordic and international scholars discuss the relationship between prison
conditions in Scandinavia and Scandinavian social policy more generally, and argue that it is not always liberating and
constructive to be embraced by a powerful welfare state. This book is essential reading for researchers of state
punishment in Scandinavia, and it is highly relevant for anyone interested in the ‘Nordic Model’ of social policy.
This book explores the relationship between democracy and the economy in contemporary political thought and policymaking. Using the concepts of economic, industrial and enterprise democracy, the author focuses on the history of
Finland and Sweden during the latter part of the twentieth century. The three concepts are discussed in relation to
various political groups, such as social democrats, conservatives and liberals, and the reforms that they were associated
with, painting a picture of changing economic thought in the Nordic countries, and the West more generally. Arguing that
the concept of democracy has evolved from representative parliamentary democracy towards ‘participation’ in civil
society, this book demonstrates how the ideal of individual freedom and choice has surpassed collective decisionmaking. These shared characteristics between Finland, Sweden and other Western countries challenge the view that the
Nordic countries have been exceptional in resisting neoliberalism. In fact, as this book shows, neoliberalism has been
influential to the Nordics since the 1970s. Offering an innovative and conceptual perspective on European political
history, this book will appeal to scholars interested in Nordic political history and modern European history more
generally.
This book is important to help an international audience understand the cultural peculiarities behind the Scandinavian
“success story”. It is also vital that Scandinavians themselves read this book to help them understand the market
reforms that are essential for a successful future.
The Media Welfare State: Nordic Media in the Digital Era comprehensively addresses the central dynamics of the
digitalization of the media industry in the Nordic countries—Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Finland, and Iceland—and the
ways media organizations there are transforming to address the new digital environment. Taking a comparative
approach, the authors provide an overview of media institutions, content, use, and policy throughout the region, focusing
on the impact of information and communication technology/internet and digitalization on the Nordic media sector.
Illustrating the shifting media landscape the authors draw on a wide range of cases, including developments in the press,
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television, the public service media institutions, and telecommunication.
Liberals worldwide invoke Scandinavia as a promised land of equality, while most conservatives fear it as a hotbed of
liberty-threatening socialism. But the left and right can usually agree on one thing: that the Nordic system is impossible to
replicate elsewhere. The US and UK are too big, or too individualistic, or too . . . something. In Viking
Economics—perhaps the most fun economics book you’ve ever read—George Lakey dispels these myths. He explores
the inner-workings of the Nordic economies that boast the world’s happiest, most productive workers, and explains how,
if we can enact some of the changes the Scandinavians fought for surprisingly recently, we, too, can embrace equality in
our economic policy.
In 1999 the EU decided to develop its own military capacities for crisis management. This book brings together a group of
experts to examine the consequences of this decision on Nordic policy establishments, as well as to shed new light on
the defence and security issues that matter for Europe as a whole.
Social Democracy has long been prominent in Nordic politics through the dominant parties and ideological hegemony of
the centre-left. This book explores the growth of social democracy and the policy dilemmas that social democrats face
today. It breaks new ground by relating recent literature on social democracy in Europe to Scandinavia.
This book examines the relationships between the Nordic social democratic welfare system ('The Nordic Model') and
physical culture, across the domains of sport, education, and public space. Presenting important new empirical research,
it helps us to understand how the paradoxical blend of social democracy and liberalism in the Nordic countries influences
physical culture, which in turn contributes to a quality of life that ranks highest in the world. Drawing on perspectives from
sociology, cultural studies, history, education, political science, outdoor studies, and urban studies, the book explores
topics such as dance education for sport students, doping in cross-country skiing, outdoor education, the active body,
and the ideology of public parks. It includes research material from across the region, including Norway, Sweden,
Iceland, Finland, and Denmark. This is fascinating reading for anyone with an interest in physical culture, sport studies,
leisure studies, or outdoor studies, as well as sociologists or political scientists with an interest in Nordic politics, culture,
and society.
The 'Age of Revolution' is a term seldom used in Scandinavian historiography, despite the fact that Scandinavia was far
from untouched by the late eighteenth-century revolutions in Europe and America. Presenting the latest research on
political culture in Scandinavia, this volume with twenty-seven contributions focuses on four key aspects: the crisis of
monarchy; the transformation in political debate; the emerging influence of commercial interest in politics; and the shifting
boundaries of political participation. Generously illustrated throughout, this book will introduce non-Scandinavian readers
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to developments in the Nordic countries during the late-eighteenth and early nineteenth-centuries and both complement
and challenge research into the political cultures of Europe and America.
Since the 1990’s, a number of studies have documented a remarkable high and stable amount of popular engagement in
civic organizations in Denmark, Norway and Sweden. Often these countries have been considered deviant cases against
the proliferating decline of social capital studies. However, despite great international interest in the Scandinavian region,
the volume argues that the civil societies and the civic engagement of these countries remain poorly understood. Most
interest in the Scandinavian welfare models addresses the balance between state and market, but under communicates
the role played by civil society and popular engagement in associations and voluntary organizations. The contributions
offer a coherent portrait of stability and change in formal and informal forms of civic engagement over the past 25 years
as well as offering contextualized knowledge of the history and institutional design in which Scandinavian civil societies
are embedded.
Based on two unique survey studies of elites in Norway, this book examines whether elite attitudes towards central
national issues have changed in the wake of international and national events and developments since 2000. The
chapters examine elite integration and relations between elites and citizens in Norway as a means to discuss the
continued viability of the Nordic welfare state model. This insight into how elites relate to central issues in Norwegian
society and how they look upon citizens’ political interest and competence in general, will be of interest to academics
within sociology and political science, as well as journalists and commentators and policy makers.
The project Nordic Ways is a book of short insightful essays written by distinguished authors from all five countries representing a
broad spectrum of Nordic life. The project features an impressive and august array of nearly 50 authors representing all five Nordic
countries. The ultimate goal is to provide a long-term platform for what it means to be Nordic in business, as environmental
stewards, in the arts, culture, innovation, education and in commitment to democratic values. There is growing interest in the
United States in Nordic societies and attention being paid to Nordic solutions: cutting edge innovation in technology and design,
arts, culture, liberal democratic values, including gender equality and a free press, environmental responsibility, and economic
success achieved on a global level in partnership with employees. Today, with a U.S. Presidential campaign marked by
widespread dissatisfaction among the electorate, it is abundantly clear that Nordic Ways can guide this new and increasingly
important dialogue.
The Nordic ModelScandinavia since 1945Reaktion Books
Although the Nordic countries have a reputation for tolerance and social democracy, they were not immune to fascism which
spread across Europe in the 1920s and 1930s. This book offers the first comprehensive history of anti-fascism in the Nordic
Countries. Through a number of case studies on anti-fascism in Sweden, Finland, Norway, Denmark and Iceland, the book makes
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a significant contribution to the history of contentious politics in the Nordic Countries and to our broader knowledge of European
fascism and anti-fascism. The case studies concentrate on the different manifestations of resistance to fascism and Nazism in the
interwar era as well as some of the postwar variants. The book will be of considerable interest to scholars of anti-fascism as well
as researchers of Nordic and Scandinavian history and politics.
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden today all enjoy a reputation for strong labour movements, which in turn are
widely seen as part of a distinctive regional approach to politics, collective bargaining and welfare. But as this volume
demonstrates, narratives of the so-called “Nordic model” can obscure the fact that experiences of work and the fortunes of
organized labour have varied widely throughout the region and across different historical periods. Together, the essays collected
here represent an ambitious intervention in labour historiography and European history, exploring themes such as work, unions,
politics and migration from the early modern period to the twenty-first century.
This book represents a comprehensive effort to understand discrimination, racialization, racism, Islamophobia, anti-racist activism,
and the inclusion and exclusion of minorities in Nordic countries. Examining critical media events in this heavily mediatized society,
the contributors explore how processes of racialization take place in an environment dominated by commercial interests, antimigrant and anti-Muslim narratives and sentiments, and a surprising lack of informed research on national racism and racialization.
Overall, in tracing how these individual events further racial inequalities through emotional and affective engagement, the book
seeks to define the trajectory of modern racism in Scandinavia.
This book scrutinizes Nordic in particular Norwegian working life and welfare states from the perspective of institutional change.
The analyses range from property rights, boardroom politics and wage formation to old-age pensions, care work and childcare
policies."
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