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This book presents the sociological perspectives on Muslim OBCs as a category determined by the Indian State.
Although Muslims constitute an important part of the population and are the second largest religious community in the
world, as well as in India, social scientists rarely undertake this community to analyze their socioeconomic and
educational development. Muslim Backward Classes provides a comprehensive explanation of the origin and meaning of
the term “backward class,” followed with the historical perspectives of Muslim backwardness in India. The volume fills
the gap in the literature and presents a broad-based picture of the problems of Muslim OBCs, highlighting the questions
of justice and equal opportunity to all groups irrespective of religion.
Looking Backward: 2000-1887 is a utopian science fiction novel by Edward Bellamy, a lawyer and writer from Chicopee
Falls, Massachusetts; it was first published in 1887. According to Erich Fromm, Looking Backward is "one of the most
remarkable books ever published in America".
The essays in this volume address theoretical and methodological issues of Balkan or Southeast European regional
studies—questions of scholarly concepts, definitions, and approaches but also the extra-scholarly, ideological, political,
and geopolitical motivations that underpin them.
An institutional approach to agricultural development in Europe leading to the "Rise of the West"
?This monograph is about an exciting and valuable string in the intellectual history of Eastern Europe: the debate of
leading Polish historians on the origins of the economic divisions within Europe. The work covers nearly fifty years that
span between the publication of two pivotal works in 1947 and 1994. The author focuses on the works of four leading
participants in the debate, Kula, Ma?owist, Topolski and Wycza?ski. The analysis provides an insightful interpretation of
how local and generational experience shaped the post1945 Polish historians’ notion on Eastern European
backwardness, and how their debate on backwardness influenced Western historical sociology, discussion on origins of
capitalism, social theories of development and dependency in peripheral areas, and image of Eastern Europe in western,
Marxisminspired social science. Although created under the pressure of the adverse conditions of state socialism,
censorship in particular, this scholarship, with its emphasis on international comparisons and global perspective, as well
as its stress on social theory and explanations, is an important part of social science of the postwar period. Its analysis
helps also to understand current differences that occasionally lead to conflicts between Europe’s richest and
economically most developed core and its southern and eastern peripheries.
In Awangarda, Lisa Cooper Vest explores how the Polish postwar musical avant-garde framed itself in contrast to its
Western European counterparts. Rather than a rejection of the past, the Polish avant-garde movement emerged as a
manifestation of national cultural traditions stretching back into the interwar years and even earlier into the nineteenth
century. Polish composers, scholars, and political leaders wielded the promise of national progress to broker consensus
across generational and ideological divides. Together, they established an avant-garde musical tradition that pushed
against the limitations of strict chronological time and instrumentalized discourses of backwardness and forwardness to
articulate a Polish road to modernity. This is a history that resists Cold War periodization, opening up new ways of
thinking about nations and nationalism in the second half of the twentieth century.
Challenges of Modernity offers a broad account of the social and economic history of Central and Eastern Europe in the
twentieth century and asks critical questions about the structure and experience of modernity in different contexts and
periods. This volume focuses on central questions such as: How did the various aspects of modernity manifest
themselves in the region, and what were their limits? How was the multifaceted transition from a mainly agrarian to an
industrial and post-industrial society experienced and perceived by historical subjects? Did Central and Eastern Europe
in fact approximate its dream of modernity in the twentieth century despite all the reversals, detours and third-way
visions? Structured chronologically and taking a comparative approach, a range of international contributors combine a
focus on the overarching problems of the region with a discussion of individual countries and societies, offering the
reader a comprehensive, nuanced survey of the social and economic history of this complex region in the recent past.
The first in a four-volume set on Central and Eastern Europe in the twentieth century, it is the go-to resource for those
interested in the ‘challenges of modernity‘ faced by this dynamic region.
These 14 essays covering a wide range of subjects of great current interest reflect the continuous evolution of the
author's thought from 1951 to 1961. Range and flexibility characterize Mr. Gerschenkron's dynamic approach to Europe's
industrial history. Connecting evolution in individual countries with their degree of economic backwardness, he presents
the industrialization of the continent as a "case of unity in diversity," thus offering a cogent alternative, supported by case
studies, to the traditional view of industrialization as monotonous repetition of the same process from country to country.
Brought together for the first time, these essays were originally published in specialized periodicals in the United States
and abroad. Explaining and systematizing the elements of creative innovation in industrial history, Mr. Gerschenkron
opens new paths of research and poses a number of pertinent questions for the modern problem of economic
development in backward countries. His versatile analysis not only includes construction of ingenious industrial output
indices and fruitful historical hypotheses an the index-number problem, but also original insights gleaned from a study of
Soviet novels and a brilliant critique of "Doctor Zhivago."
The subject of this book is the economic backwardness of Poland and Eastern Europe in the modern era. The studies in
the first part analyse various aspects of the region's economic and social history in the period from the 16th to the 20th
centuries; those in the second part deal with the change following the fall of state socialism. Professor Kochanowicz here
argues that, for understanding the present, it is necessary to take into consideration historical legacies.
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Covering territory from Russia in the east to Germany and Austria in the west, The Routledge History of East Central
Europe since 1700 explores the origins and evolution of modernity in this turbulent region. This book applies fresh critical
approaches to major historical controversies and debates, expanding the study of a region that has experienced
persistent and profound change and yet has long been dominated by narrowly nationalist interpretations. Written by an
international team of contributors that reflects the increasing globalization and pluralism of East Central European
studies, chapters discuss key themes such as economic development, the relationship between religion and ethnicity, the
intersection between culture and imperial, national, wartime, and revolutionary political agendas, migration, women’s and
gender history, ideologies and political movements, the legacy of communism, and the ways in which various states in
East Central Europe deployed and were formed by the politics of memory and commemoration. This book uses new
methodologies in order to fundamentally reshape perspectives on the development of East Central Europe over the past
three centuries. Transnational and comparative in approach, this volume presents the latest research on the social,
cultural, political and economic history of modern East Central Europe, providing an analytical and comprehensive
overview for all students of this region.
"A heartbreaking, human document . . . that ranks comparably to Eugenia Ginzburg's In the Whirlwind and Nadezhda
Mandelstam's Hope Against Hope."--Vladimir Tismaneanu, author of Reinventing Politics "A superb book. Without ever
lapsing into self-pity, it allows the reader to enter the nightmarishly vindictive Romanian political prison system."--Daniel
Chirot, author of The Origins of Backwardness in Eastern Europe
Why did Hungary, a country that shared much of the religious and institutional heritage of western Europe, fail to replicate
the social and political experiences of the latter in the nineteenth and early twenties centuries? The answer, the author
argues, lies not with cultural idiosyncracies or historical accident, but with the internal dynamics of the modern world
system that stimulated aspirations not easily realizable within the confines of backward economics in peripheral national
states. The author develops his theme by examining a century of Hungarian economic, social, and political history.
During the period under consideration, the country witnessed attempts to transplant liberal institutions from the West, the
corruption of these institutions into a "neo-corporatist" bureaucratic state, and finally, the rise of diverse Left and Right
radical movements as much in protest against this institutional corruption as against the prevailing global division of labor
and economic inequality. Pointing to significant analogies between the Hungarian past and the plight of the countries of
the Third World today, this work should be of interest not only to the specialist on East European politics, but also to
students of development, dependency, and center-periphery relations in the contemporary world.
Wolff explores how Western thinkers contributed to defining and characterizing Eastern Europe as half-civilized and
barbaric.
This book is the culmination of 15 years of research and travels that have taken the author completely around the world
twice, as well as on other travels in the Mediterranean, the Baltic, and around the Pacific rim. Its purpose has been to try
to understand the role of cultural differences within nations and between nations, today and over centuries of history, in
shaping the economic and social fates of peoples and of whole civilizations. Focusing on four major cultural areas(that of
the British, the Africans (including the African diaspora), the Slavs of Eastern Europe, and the indigenous peoples of the
Western Hemisphere -- Conquests and Cultures reveals patterns that encompass not only these peoples but others and
help explain the role of cultural evolution in economic, social, and political development.
This monograph is about an exciting episode in the intellectual history of Europe: the vigorous debate among leading
Polish historians on the sources of the economic development and non-development, including the origins of economic
divisions within Europe. The work covers nearly fifty years of this debate between the publication of two pivotal works in
1947 and 1994. Anna Sosnowska provides an insightful interpretation of how local and generational experience shaped
the notions of post-1945 Polish historians about Eastern European backwardness, and how their debate influenced
Western historical sociology, social theories of development and dependency in peripheral areas, and the image of
Eastern Europe in Western, Marxist-inspired social science. Although created under the adverse conditions of state
socialism and censorship, this body of scholarship had an important repercussion in international social science of the
post-war period, contributing an emphasis on international comparisons, as well as a stress on social theory and
explanations. Sosnowska's analysis also helps to understand current differences that lead to conflicts between Europe’s
richest and economically most developed core and its southern and eastern peripheries. The historians she studies also
investigated analogies between paths in Eastern Europe and regions of West Africa, Latin America and East Asia.
The impact of Communism on the twentieth century was massive, equal to that of the two world wars. Until the fall of the
Soviet Union in 1991, historians knew relatively little about the secretive world of communist states and parties. Since
then, the opening of state, party, and diplomatic archives of the former Eastern Bloc has released a flood of new
documentation. The thirty-five essays in this Handbook, written by an international team of scholars, draw on this new
material to offer a global history of communism in the twentieth century. In contrast to many histories that concentrate on
the Soviet Union, The Oxford Handbook of the History of Communism is genuinely global in its coverage, paying
particular attention to the Chinese Revolution. It is 'global', too, in the sense that the essays seek to integrate history 'from
above' and 'from below', to trace the complex mediations between state and society, and to explore the social and
cultural as well as the political and economic realities that shaped the lives of citizens fated to live under communist rule.
The essays reflect on the similarities and differences between communist states in order to situate them in their sociopolitical and cultural contexts and to capture their changing nature over time. Where appropriate, they also reflect on how
the fortunes of international communism were shaped by the wider economic, political, and cultural forces of the capitalist
world. The Handbook provides an informative introduction for those new to the field and a comprehensive overview of the
current state of scholarship for those seeking to deepen their understanding.
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Reaching back centuries, this study makes a convincing case for very deep roots of current Eastern European
backwardness. Its conclusions are suggestive for comparativists studying other parts of the world, and useful to those
who want to understand contemporary Eastern Europe's past. Like the rest of the world except for that unique part of the
West which has given us a false model of what was "normal," Eastern Europe developed slowly. The weight of
established class relations, geography, lack of technological innovation, and wars kept the area from growing richer. In
the nineteenth century the West exerted a powerful influence, but it was political more than economic. Nationalism and
the creation of newly independent aspiring nation-states then began to shape national economies, often in unfavorable
ways. One of this book's most important lessons is that while economics may limit the freedom of action of political
players, it does not determine political outcomes. The authors offer no simple explanations but rather a theoretically
complex synthesis that demonstrates the interaction of politics and economics.
A History of Eastern Europe 1740-1918: Empires, Nations and Modernisation provides a comprehensive, authoritative
account of the region during a troubled period that finished with the First World War. Ian Armour focuses on the three
major themes that have defined Eastern Europe in the modern period - empire, nationhood and modernisation - whilst
chronologically tracing the emergence of Eastern Europe as a distinct concept and place. Detailed coverage is given to
the Habsburg, Ottoman, German and Russian Empires that struggled for dominance during this time. In this exciting new
edition, Ian Armour incorporates findings from new research into the nature and origins of nationalism and the attempts of
supranational states to generate dynastic loyalties as well as concepts of empire. Armour's insightful guide to early
Eastern Europe considers the important figures and governments, analyses the significant events and discusses the
socio-economic and cultural developments that are crucial to a rounded understanding of the region in that era. Features
of this new edition include: * A fully updated and enlarged bibliography and notes * Eight useful maps * Updated content
throughout the text A History of Eastern Europe 1740-1918 is the ideal textbook for students studying Eastern European
history.
The idea of an inherent backwardness of technology and material culture in early sub-Saharan Africa is a persistent and
tenacious myth in the scholarly and popular imagination. Due to the emergence of the field of African studies and the
upsurge in historical and archaeological research, in recent decades the stridency of this myth has weakened, and the
overtly racist content of arguments mustered in its defense have tended to disappear. But more important are
transformations in social, political, and cultural consciousness, which have worked to reshape conceptualizations of
African peoples, their histories, and their cultures. Precolonial African Material Culture offers a thorough challenge to the
myth of technological backwardness. V. Tarikhu Farrar revisits the early technology of sub-Saharan Africa as revealed by
recent research and reconsiders long-possessed primary historical sources. He then explores the ways that indigenous
African technologies have influenced the world beyond the African continent.
Presents a multifaceted model of understanding, which is based on the premise that people can demonstrate
understanding in a variety of ways.
Originally published in 1957, this book presents a comprehensive account of the factors involved in learning to read and
the issues leading to children having difficulties in this area. The text begins by analysing what the child does during the
learning process, discussing mistakes and difficulties at each point. Consideration is given to the relative importance of
seeing and recognising shapes and their relationships, hearing and pronouncing sounds correctly, and understanding the
meanings of words and their phonetic analysis. This leads to a study of the nature of 'reading disability' and its main
environmental and innate causes. Methods of remedial teaching and strategies for improving reading are then covered.
This book will be of value to anyone with an interest in the development of child psychology and the processes involved
in learning to read.
In searching for the origins of Eastern Europe's backwardness and the reasons for its difficult adaptation to democracy,
this sweeping history ranges from the present day to the time of Constantine the Great, from the Urals to the
Mediterranean and the Baltic, and emphasises culture and society, as well as politics and economics.
This book studies the nature of Venetian rule over the Slavs of Dalmatia during the eighteenth century, focusing on the
cultural elaboration of an ideology of empire that was based on a civilizing mission toward the Slavs. The book argues
that the Enlightenment within the “Adriatic Empire” of Venice was deeply concerned with exploring the economic and
social dimensions of backwardness in Dalmatia, in accordance with the evolving distinction between “Western Europe”
and “Eastern Europe” across the continent. It further argues that the primitivism attributed to Dalmatians by the Venetian
Enlightenment was fundamental to the European intellectual discovery of the Slavs. The book begins by discussing
Venetian literary perspectives on Dalmatia, notably the drama of Carlo Goldoni and the memoirs of Carlo Gozzi. It then
studies the work that brought the subject of Dalmatia to the attention of the European Enlightenment: the travel account
of the Paduan philosopher Alberto Fortis, which was translated from Italian into English, French, and German. The next
two chapters focus on the Dalmatian inland mountain people called the Morlacchi, famous as “savages” throughout
Europe in the eighteenth century. The Morlacchi are considered first as a concern of Venetian administration and then in
relation to the problem of the “noble savage,” anthropologically studied and poetically celebrated. The book then
describes the meeting of these administrative and philosophical discourses concerning Dalmatia during the final decades
of the Venetian Republic. It concludes by assessing the legacy of the Venetian Enlightenment for later perspectives on
Dalmatia and the South Slavs from Napoleonic Illyria to twentieth-century Yugoslavia.
The classic work of political, economic, and historical analysis, powerfully introduced by Angela Davis In his short life, the
Guyanese intellectual Walter Rodney emerged as one of the leading thinkers and activists of the anticolonial revolution,
leading movements in North America, South America, the African continent, and the Caribbean. In each locale, Rodney
found himself a lightning rod for working class Black Power. His deportation catalyzed 20th century Jamaica's most
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significant rebellion, the 1968 Rodney riots, and his scholarship trained a generation how to think politics at an
international scale. In 1980, shortly after founding of the Working People's Alliance in Guyana, the 38-year-old Rodney
would be assassinated. In his magnum opus, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, Rodney incisively argues that
grasping "the great divergence" between the west and the rest can only be explained as the exploitation of the latter by
the former. This meticulously researched analysis of the abiding repercussions of European colonialism on the continent
of Africa has not only informed decades of scholarship and activism, it remains an indispensable study for grasping
global inequality today.
In The Origin of Capitalism in England, 1400-1600, Spencer Dimmock has produced a challenging and multi-layered account of a historical
rupture in English feudal society which led to the first sustained transition to agrarian capitalism and consequent industrial revolution.
In recent years, western discourse about the Balkans, or “balkanism,” has risen in prominence. Characteristically, this strand of research
sidelines the academic input in the production of western representations and Balkan self-understanding. Looking at the Balkans from the
vantage point of “balkanism” has therefore contributed to its further marginalization as an object of research and the evisceration of its
agency. This book reverses the perspective and looks at the Balkans primarily inside-out, from within the Balkans towards its “self” and the
outside world, where the west is important but not the sole referent. The book unravels attempts at regional identity-building and construction
of regional discourses across various generations and academic subcultures, with the aim of reconstructing the conceptualizations of the
Balkans that have emerged from academically embedded discursive practices and political usages. It thus seeks to reinstate the subjectivity
of “the Balkans” and the responsibility of the Balkan intellectual elites for the concept and the images it conveys. The book then looks
beyond the Balkans, inviting us to rethink the relationship between national and transnational (self-)representation and the communication
between local and exogenous – Western, Central and Eastern European – concepts and definitions more generally. It thus contributes to the
ongoing debates related to the creation of space and historical regions, which feed into rethinking the premises of the “new area studies.”
Beyond Balkanism: The Scholarly Politics of Region Making will interest researchers and students of transnationalism, politics, historical
geography, border and area studies.
Spain's development from a premodern society into a modern unified nation-state with an integrated economy was painfully slow and varied
widely by region. Economic historians have long argued that high internal transportation costs limited domestic market integration, while at
the same time the Castilian capital city of Madrid drew resources from surrounding Spanish regions as it pursued its quest for centralization.
According to this view, powerful Madrid thwarted trade over large geographic distances by destroying an integrated network of manufacturing
towns in the Spanish interior. Challenging this long-held view, Regina Grafe argues that decentralization, not a strong and powerful Madrid, is
to blame for Spain's slow march to modernity. Through a groundbreaking analysis of the market for bacalao--dried and salted codfish that
was a transatlantic commodity and staple food during this period--Grafe shows how peripheral historic territories and powerful interior towns
obstructed Spain's economic development through jurisdictional obstacles to trade, which exacerbated already high transport costs. She
reveals how the early phases of globalization made these regions much more externally focused, and how coastal elites that were engaged in
trade outside Spain sought to sustain their positions of power in relation to Madrid. Distant Tyranny offers a needed reassessment of the
haphazard and regionally diverse process of state formation and market integration in early modern Spain, showing how local and regional
agency paradoxically led to legitimate governance but economic backwardness.
An award-winning professor of economics at MIT and a Harvard University political scientist and economist evaluate the reasons that some
nations are poor while others succeed, outlining provocative perspectives that support theories about the importance of institutions.
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