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The first Penguin anthology of Japanese haiku, in vivid new translations by Adam L. Kern. Now a global poetry, the haiku was
originally a Japanese verse form that flourished from the sixteenth to nineteenth centuries. Although renowned for its brevity,
usually running three lines long in seventeen syllables, and by its use of natural imagery to make Zen-like observations about
reality, in fact the haiku is much more: it can be erotic, funny, crude and mischievous. Presenting over a thousand exemplars in
vivid and engaging translations, this anthology offers an illuminating introduction to this widely celebrated, if misunderstood, art
form. Adam L. Kern's new translations are accompanied here by the original Japanese and short commentaries on the poems, as
well as an introduction and illustrations from the period.
"Belcher's volume contains a much needed and extremely well-integrated overview and discussion of a vast inter-related West
African culture complex that deserves and requires the kind of original, insightful treatment it receives here." —David Conrad Epic
Traditions of Africa crosses boundaries of language, distance, and time to gather material from diverse African oral epic traditions.
Stephen Belcher explores the rich past and poetic force of African epics and places them in historical and social, as well as artistic
contexts. Colorful narratives from Central and West African traditions are illuminated along with texts that are more widely
available to Western readers—the Mande Sunjata and the Bamana Segou. Belcher also takes up questions about European
influences on African epic poetry and the possibility of mutual influence through out the genre. This lively and informative volume
will inspire an appreciation for the distinctive qualities of this uniquely African form of verbal art.
11 carefully chosen stories provide a revealing glimpse into the lives and culture of the ancient Egyptians. Intended for a general
reading public as well as serious students of Egyptology.
'Burning ice, biting flame; that is how life began' The extraordinary Scandinavian myth cycle is one of the most enduring, exciting,
dramatic and compelling of the world's great stories. The Penguin Book of the Norse Myths compellingly retells these stories for
the modern reader, taking us from the creation of the world through the building of Asgard's Wall to the final end in Ragnarok.
You'll discover how Thor got his hammer and how Odin lost his eye, the terrible price of binding the wolf Fenrir and why Loki the
trickster can never be trusted. The Norse myths are as thrilling to read as they are of vast cultural and historical importance. In this
gripping book Kevin Crossley-Holland brings alive the passion, cruelty and heroism of these unforgettable stories.
Discover Myth "There's no one quite like Joseph Campbell. He knows the vast sweep of man's panoramic past as few men have
ever known it." --The Village Voice Joseph Campbell famously compared mythology to a kangaroo pouch for the human mind and
spirit: "a womb with a view." In Myths to Live By, he examines all of the ways in which myth supports and guides us, giving our
lives meaning. Love and war, science and religion, East and West, inner space and outer space — Campbell shows how the myths
we live by can reconcile all of these pairs of opposites and bring a sense of the whole. This classic has been newly illustrated and
annotated in its first new edition since its original publication, which also marks the first ebook in the Collected Works of Joseph
Campbell series. In the tradition of The Power of Myth and Pathways to Bliss, Myths to Live By remains one of Joseph Campbell's
most enduring, popular, and accessible works.
Spanning the history of Caribbean writing, this meticulously compiled collection of 40 short stories includes pre-Columbian legends
and myths from India and Africa, and many stories that are an evocative reminder of the turbulent history of the region. Authors
featured include Andrew Salkey, Jean Rhys, V.S. Naipaul, Jamaica Kincaid, and Lawrence Scott, among others. A major
anthology reflecting the diversity and richness of Caribbean writing.
Short stories inspired by the ancient Celtic god of love and youth, from the New York Times–bestselling author of The No. 1
Ladies’ Detective Agency. Angus is one of the earliest Celtic deities and one of the most cherished to this day. Like an even more
handsome combination of Apollo and Eros, he is the god of love, youth, and beauty. Just the sight of him has made people fall in
love, and he has the power to reveal a person’s true love in a dream, if asked politely. Alexander McCall Smith has turned his
storytelling talents to crafting a collection of short fiction from this Irish mythology. Five contemporary fables of love lost and found
unfold alongside Angus’s search for the beautiful Caér, the swan maiden he met in his dreams. McCall Smith mesmerizingly
unites reality and dreams, today and the ancient past, leaving the reader to wonder: what is life but the pursuit of dreams? “Smith
fluidly weaves in contemporary vignettes of the dream god’s benevolent influence, touching the lives of honeymooners on a
windswept northern island; of a teenage boy sent away to boarding school in Scotland who tricks his mother into revealing who his
true father is; and of a Toronto woman bereft at the discovery that her husband is having an affair. Angus, who presides over love
and youth is also, it turns out, kindly to pigs. He is nicely reimagined in this spare, polished work.” —Publishers Weekly “This slim,
elegant volume is further evidence of [Smith’s] consummate ability to blend wit, wisdom, and heart.” —Booklist (starred review)
"Fifty leading writers retell myths from around the world in this dazzling follow-up to the bestselling My Mother She Killed Me, My
Father He Ate Me Icarus flies once more. Aztec jaguar gods again stalk the earth. An American soldier designs a new kindof
Trojan horse-his cremains in a bullet. Here, in compelling guise, are your favorite mythological figures-Narcissus and Echo,
Orpheus and Eurydice, Pygmalion and Galatea, even Argos, Odysseus's faithful dog-alongside characters from Indian, Punjabi,
Inuit, and other traditions. Featuring talkative goats, a cat lady, a bird woman, a beer-drinking ogre, and a squid who falls in love
with the sun, these are stories of boundless wonder and invention. If "xo" signals a goodbye, then xo Orpheus is a goodbyeto an
old way of mythmaking, a book that boldly heralds a new beginning for one of the world's oldest literary traditions"-Why, with absolutely no idea what Brexit actually meant, did the UK vote for Brexit? Why, rather than vote for the best-qualified
candidate ever to stand as US President, did voters opt for a reality TV star with no political experience? In both cases, the
winning side promised change and offered hope. They told a story voters longed to hear. And in the absence of greater, more
unifying narratives, then true or not, voters plumped for the best story available. Once upon a time our society was rich in stories.
They brought us together and helped us to understand the world and ourselves. We called them myths. Today, we have a myth
gap – a vacuum that Alex Evans argues powerfully and persuasively is both dangerous and an opportunity. In this time of global
crisis and transition– mass migration, inequality, resource scarcity, and climate change - It is stories, rather than facts and piecharts,that will animate us and bring us together. It is by finding new myths, those that speak to us of renewal and restoration, that
we will navigate our way to a better future. Drawing on his first-hand experience as a political adviser within British government
and at the United Nations, and examining the history of climate change campaigning and recent contests such as Brexit and the
US presidential election, Alex Evans explores: *how tomorrow’s activists are using narratives for change, * how modern stories
have been used and abused, * where we might find the right myths that will take us forward
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An introduction to the gods and goddesses of ancient Greece.
First written down in the eighth century AD, these early Irish stories depict a far older world - part myth, part legend and
part history. Rich with magic and achingly beautiful, they speak of a land of heroic battles, intense love and warrior ideals,
in which the otherworld is explored and men mingle freely with the gods. From the vivid adventures of the great Celtic
hero Cu Chulaind, to the stunning 'Exile of the Sons of Uisliu' - a tale of treachery, honour and romance - these are
masterpieces of passion and vitality, and form the foundation for the Irish literary tradition: a mythic legacy that was a
powerful influence on the work of Yeats, Synge and Joyce.
An intriguing exploration of the enduring significance of the world's great myths--from the dawn of time to the present day
As ancient as speech, as essential as law, myths are the stories we tell to find our identity in the cosmos. It is through
mythology that we attempt to unravel not only the meaning of our actions and impulses but the significance of human
existence itself. Now in Living Myths, classical scholar J. F. Bierlein explores the enduring patterns and messages of
myths from every culture. Myths, writes Bierlein, are "the eternal mirror in which we see ourselves." Living Myths delves
behind the mirror and brings to light the imperishable and transcendent forces common to the myths of the world.
Juxtaposing myths of fathers and sons--the Greek myth of Athamas and Phrixus, the biblical story of Abraham and Isaac,
the Algonquin tale of Grandfather, Father, and Son--Bierlein uncovers essential lessons about human nature and divine
will. In the Indian story of Nala and Damayanti, the Greek legends of Aphrodite, and the haunting Irish tale of Etain,
Bierlein examines the transforming mystery of romantic love. Here too are tales of the world's great heroes--the Greek
Theseus, the Irish Cuchulainn, and the Mexican Quetzalcoatl--and their common desire to break through the masks of
appearances. Steeped in wisdom, brimming with insights into human nature and behavior, Living Myths is a luminous
exploration of the meaning of mythology through the ages and today in each of our lives.
The Penguin Book of Classical MythsPenguin UK
This collection brings together all of W. B. Yeats’s published prose writings on Irish folklore, legend and myth, with
pieces on subjects including ghosts, kidnappers, fairies, ancient tribes, precious stones and Gaelic love songs. Through
his researches on Irish folklore, Yeats attempted to create a movement in literature that was enriched by and rooted in a
vital native tradition. In this volume Yeats’s essays, introductions and sketches are presented chronologically, giving a
clear picture of how his analysis developed, increasing in its depth and complexity in his quest to create an Ireland of the
imagination.
Chained up in the hold of a French warship, Lusignan’s only hope of escape rests with his captor - Captain Paul. A man
with a mysterious past, Captain Paul is transporting Lusignan to exile in the West Indies. Little does he know that his
mission is a sham. His prisoner is an innocent man, framed because he fell in love with a Count's daughter. Once the
truth is revealed, Paul and Lusignan return to France, determined to seek justice. Inspired by the real life of American
Revolutionary War hero John Paul Jones, "Captain Paul" is a rollicking melodrama, packed with action and romance. A
fine precursor to Dumas’ later classics, it's especially recommended for fans of naval adventures, like C.S. Forester’s
"Hornblower" series. Alexandre Dumas (1802 - 1870) was a hugely popular 19th Century French writer. Born of mixed
French and Haitian heritage, Dumas first rose to prominence in Paris as a playwright, but later gained international fame
with his historical fiction. Often co-authored with other writers, these stories wove together swashbuckling adventure,
romance, and real events from France’s past. Among the best known are "The Three Musketeers", and its sequels
"Twenty Years After", and "Le Vicomte de Bragelonne: Ten Years Later". Set across four decades, this trilogy follows the
rise of the dashing D’Artagnan—from hot-headed soldier to trusted captain under Louis XIV. Dumas’ other novels include
"The Count of Monte Cristo" and "The Black Tulip". His works have been adapted into more than 200 movies, including
The Man in the Iron Mask starring Leonardo DiCaprio.
The figures and events of classical myths underpin our culture and the constellations named after them fill the night sky.
Whether it’s the raging Minotaur trapped in the Cretan labyrinth or the twelve labours of Hercules, Aphrodite’s birth from
the waves or Zeus visiting Danae as a shower of gold, the mythology of Greece and Rome is full of unforgettable stories.
All the stories of the Greek tragedies – Oedipus, Medea, Antigone – are there; all the events of the Trojan wars and of
Odysseus and Aeneas’ epic journeys; the founding of Athens and of Rome... These are the strangest tales of love, war,
betrayal and heroism ever told and, while brilliantly retelling them, this book shows how they echo through the works of
much later writers from Chaucer and Shakespeare to Camus and Ted Hughes. Full of attractive illustrations and laid out
in eighteen clear chapters (the titles include ‘Dangerous Women’ and ‘Heroes’), Dr Jennifer March has written a
fascinating guide to the myths of classical civilization that is as readable as a novel.
A compilation of love stories and poems from the classical literature and folklore of India Set in regions of great natural
beauty where Kamadeva, the god of love, picks his victims with consummate ease, these stories and lyrics celebrate the
myriad aspects of love. In addition to relatively well-known works like Kalidasa's Meghadutam and Prince Ilango Adigal's
Shilappadikaram, the collection features lesser-known writers of ancient India like Damodaragupta (eighth century AD),
whose 'Loves of Haralata and Dundarasena' is about a high-born man's doomed affair with a courtesan; Janna (twelfth
century), whose Tale of the Glory-Bearer is extracted here for the story of a queen who betrays her handsome husband
for a mahout, reputed to be the ugliest man in the kingdom; and the Sanskrit poets Amaru and Mayaru (seventh century),
whose lyrics display an astonishing perspective on the tenderness, the fierce passion and the playful savagery of
physical love. Also featured are charming stories of Hindu gods and goddesses in love, and nineteenth-century retellings
of folk tales from different regions of the country like Kashmir, Punjab, Maharashtra and Rajasthan. Both passionate and
sensuous in its content, this book is sure to appeal to the romantic in all of us.
A treasury of tales about merfolk and water spirits from different cultures, ranging from Scottish selkies to Hindu waterserpents to Chilean sea fairies. All tales are accompanied by commentary that explores their undercurrents, showing us
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how public perceptions of this popular mythical hybrid--at once a human and a fish--illuminate issues of gender,
spirituality, ecology, and sexuality. -- adapted from back cover.
Explore eighty of the world's greatest myths and characters, from the gods of Greek mythology to the Norse heroes, retold and
explained with engaging text and bold graphics. From early creation stories to classical hero narratives and the recurring theme of
the afterlife, experience each myth and unravel the meanings behind the stories, getting to the heart of the importance of
mythology to different cultures worldwide. More than just stories, myths are a testament to the amazing creativity of humans
striving to explain and make sense of the world around them. Here you will discover Zeus, god of the sky and ruler of the Olympian
gods, and Loki, the cunning trickster with a knack for causing havoc, aided by his ability to change shape and gender. Beyond the
gods and goddesses of Ancient Greek, Roman, and Norse myths, this book delves into the stories of the Australian aborigines, the
Cherokee, and the Aztecs, each brimming with amazing characters and insights into human existence. This newest title in the
bestselling Big Ideas series pairs engaging visual style with global coverage of world myths - profiling everything from the wellknown tales of the Greeks, Norsemen, and Egyptians to the legends of the Caribbean, the Americas, Oceania, and East Asia bringing the wisdom of the ages to life.
Brief entries describe the characters, legends, and events of Greek and Roman mythology.
In late twelfth-century England, the thirteen-year-old Arthur goes to begin his new life as squire to Lord Stephen at Holt, where
crusaders ready themselves, in the sequel to The Seeing Stone.
Timeless stories told anew Find out how the world was created, why the sun and the moon never meet each other though they live
in the same sky, how clouds appeared to save mankind from the sun's scorching rays and why living creatures shed tears when
they are in pain. Retold by bestselling author Anita Nair, these magical stories from all over the world come alive with a freshness
and exuberance that is sure to delight and captivate readers of all ages.
A unique collection of original essays by 21 of the world's leading linguists. The topics discussed focus on some of the most
popular myths about language: The Media Are Ruining English; Children Can't Speak or Write Properly Anymore; America is
Ruining the English Language. The tone is lively and entertaining throughout and there are cartoons from Doonesbury andThe
Wizard of Id to illustrate some of the points. The book should have a wide readership not only amongst students who want to read
leading linguists writing about popular misconceptions but also amongst the large number of people who enjoy reading about
language in general.
Presents a collection of Greek mythology with classic tales about the creation, the residents of Olympia, and mythical heroes and
heroines.
“Unusually accessible and useful . . . An eye-opener to readers into the universality and importance of myth in human history and
culture.”—William E. Paden, Chair, Department of Religion, University of Vermont For as long as human beings have had
language, they have had myths. Mythology is our earliest form of literary expression and the foundation of all history and morality.
Now, in Parallel Myths, classical scholar J. F. Bierlein gathers the key myths from all of the world's major traditions and reveals
their common themes, images, and meanings. Parallel Myths introduces us to the star players in the world's great myths—not only
the twelve Olympians of Greek mythology, but the stern Norse Pantheon, the mysterious gods of India, the Egyptian Ennead, and
the powerful deities of Native Americans, the Chinese, and the various cultures of Africa and Oceania. Juxtaposing the most
potent stories and symbols from each tradition, Bierlein explores the parallels in such key topics as creation myths, flood myths,
tales of love, morality myths, underworld myths, and visions of the Apocalypse. Drawing on the work of Joseph Campbell, Mircea
Eliade, Carl Jung, Karl Jaspers, Claude Lévi-Strauss, and others, Bierlein also contemplates what myths mean, how to identify
and interpret the parallels in myths, and how mythology has influenced twentieth-century psychology, philosophy, anthropology,
and literary studies. “A first-class introduction to mythology . . . Written with great clarity and sensitivity.”—John G. Selby, Associate
Professor, Roanoke College
"Discover Norse mythology through the enthralling exploits of all-powerful Odin, mighty Thor, and the trickster Loki."--Front jacket
flap.
'Rich. . . eclectic. . . a feast' Telegraph This landmark collection brings together forty writers that reflect over a hundred years of
Italy's vibrant and diverse short story tradition, from the birth of the modern nation to the end of the twentieth century. Poets,
journalists, visual artists, musicians, editors, critics, teachers, scientists, politicians, translators: the writers that inhabit these pages
represent a dynamic cross section of Italian society, their powerful voices resonating through regional landscapes, private
passions and dramatic political events. This wide-ranging selection curated by Jhumpa Lahiri includes well known authors such as
Italo Calvino, Elsa Morante and Luigi Pirandello alongside many captivating new discoveries. More than a third of the stories
featured in this volume have been translated into English for the first time, several of them by Lahiri herself.
From Herodotus to The Mummy, Western civilization has long been fascinated with the exotic myths and legends of Ancient Egypt
but they have often been misunderstood. Here acclaimed Egyptologist Joyce Tyldesley guides us through 3000 years of changing
stories and, in retelling them, shows us what they mean. Gathered from pyramid friezes, archaological finds and contemporary
documents, these vivid and strange stories explain everything from why the Nile flooded every year to their beliefs about what
exactly happened after death and shed fascinating light on what life was like for both rich and poor. Lavishly illustrated with colour
pictures, maps and family trees, helpful glossaries explaining all the major gods and timelines of the Pharoahs and most
importantly packed with unforgettable stories, this book offers the perfect introduction to Egyptian history and civilization.
This beautifully illustrated book offers the most readable collection of myths on the market, perfect for readers diving into the
current popularity of folklore and mythology. Handpicked from various cultures and eras, this gorgeous gift edition takes you on a
journey across the globe with over 240 enthralling myths. In this beautifully illustrated gift edition, you'll discover more than 240
mythological tales from around the world, featuring gods, heroes, princesses, villains, magicians and monsters, as well as animals
with extraordinary powers. Let this collection guide you through stories from every corner of the globe, from ancient Egypt, Greece
and Rome through the Vikings to the Slavic East, Japan and China and the Americas. Each culture is rich in folklore and magical
tales, and this book offers a fascinating introduction to them all. This is a radical collection of stories, filled with voltage. Whether
ninety or nine, there's something in these tales that wants to speak directly to you. From tales of creation and the first humans to
apocalyptic battles at the end of time, explore the most thrilling tales in all mythology: thunder god Thor losing his hammer,
Theseus callously abandoning Ariadne after defeating the Minotaur, Hindu god Shiva destroying his rival Kama with a blast of
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flame, Egyptian goddess Isis forcing the sun god to reveal his name ... and much more.
The award-winning psychologist author of The How of Happiness outlines research-based lessons on how to find opportunity
during times of challenge, arguing that today's culturally driven goals often do not result in personal satisfaction while explaining
how to make corrective mindset changes that can render people more resilient to difficult circumstances.
This fantastically varied and exciting collection celebrates the great Japanese short story, from its modern origins in the nineteenth
century to the remarkable works being written today. Short story writers already well-known to English-language readers are all
included here - Tanizaki, Akutagawa, Murakami, Mishima, Kawabata - but also many surprising new finds. From Yuko Tsushima's
'Flames' to Yuten Sawanishi's 'Filling Up with Sugar', from Shin'ichi Hoshi's 'Shoulder-Top Secretary' to Banana Yoshimoto's 'Bee
Honey', The Penguin Book of Japanese Short Stories is filled with fear, charm, beauty and comedy. Curated by Jay Rubin, who
has himself freshly translated several of the stories, and introduced by Haruki Murakami, this book will be a revelation to its
readers.
Presents a collection of ancient poems about such topics as the creation of Earth, descent into the underworld, and prayers to
gods.
Recorded in sacred Sanskrit texts, including the Rig Veda and the Mahabharata, Hindu Myths are thought to date back as far as
the tenth century BCE. Here in these seventy-five seminal myths are the many incarnations of Vishnu, who saves mankind from
destruction, and the mischievous child Krishna, alongside stories of the minor gods, demons, rivers and animals including boars,
buffalo, serpents and monkeys. Immensely varied and bursting with colour and life, they demonstrate the Hindu belief in the
limitless possibilities of the world - from the teeming miracles of creation to the origins of the incarnation of Death who eventually
touches them all.
This collection contains more than 30 enthralling new retellings of favorite myths as well as some you might not have heard before!
Including Theseus and the Minotaur, The Twelve Labors of Heracles, and the escapades of Jason and the Argonauts, each myth
is told in engaging modern language, which is easy for children to understand yet still retains the humor and intrigue of the original
tales. Stunning illustrations by multi-award winning artist Katie Ponder breathe new life into each classic story. Additional feature
pages delve deeper into the mythical world, providing profiles of the gods. The reference section provides key background
information, such as Ancient Greek storytelling and the incredible beasts of the myths, and a pronunciation guide. Greek Myths is
the perfect gift, featuring foil on the cover and beautiful illustrations throughout. Children will love exploring the tales by themselves
or as bedtime stories. It will be treasured forever.
These Tales Of Hindu Gods And Demons Express In Vivid Symbols The Metaphysical Insights Of Ancient Indian Priests And
Poets. This Selection And Translation Of Seventy-Five Seminal Myths Spans The Wide Range Of Classical Indian Sources, From
The Serpent-Slaying Indra Of The Vedas (C. 1200 Bc) To The Medieval Pantheon&Mdash;The Phallic And Ascetic Siva, The
Maternal And Bloodthirsty Goddess, The Mischievous Child Krishna, The Other Avatars Of Vishnu, And The Many Minor Gods,
Demons, Rivers And Animals Sacred To Hinduism. The Traditional Themes Of Life And Death Are Set Forth And Interwoven With
Many Complex Variations Which Give A Kaleidoscopic Picture Of The Development Of Almost Three Thousand Years Of Indian
Mythology. &Nbsp;
Gathering a wide range of traditional African myths, this compelling new collection offers tales of heroes battling mighty serpents
and monstrous birds, brutal family conflict and vengeance, and desperate migrations across vast and alien lands. From
impassioned descriptions of animal-creators to dramatic stories of communities forced to flee monstrous crocodiles, all the
narratives found here concern origins - whether of the universe, peoples or families. Together, they create a kaleidoscopic picture
of the rich and varied oral traditions that have shaped the culture and society of successive generations of Africans for thousands
of years, throughout the long struggle to survive and explore this massive and environmentally diverse continent.

In a land of ice, great warriors search for glory... When a dragon threatens the people of the north, only one man can
destroy the fearsome beast. Elsewhere, a mighty leader gathers a court of champions, including a noble warrior under a
terrible curse. The Earth's creation is described; tales of the gods and evil Frost Giants are related; and the dark days of
Ragnarok foretold. Journey into a realm of legend, where heroes from an ancient age do battle with savage monsters,
and every man must live or die by the sword ...
The perfect gift this Christmas season: a generous selection of some of the greatest festive stories of all time This is a
collection of the most magical, moving, chilling and surprising Christmas stories from around the world, taking us from
frozen Nordic woods to glittering Paris, a New York speakeasy to an English country house, bustling Lagos to midnight
mass in Rio, and even outer space. Here are classic tales from writers including Truman Capote, Shirley Jackson, Dylan
Thomas, Saki and Chekhov, as well as little-known treasures such as Italo Calvino's wry sideways look at Christmas
consumerism, Wolfdietrich Schnurre's story of festive ingenuity in Berlin, Selma Lagerlof's enchanted forest in Sweden,
and Irène Nemerovsky's dark family portrait. Featuring santas, ghosts, trolls, unexpected guests, curmudgeons and
miracles, here is Christmas as imagined by some of the greatest short story writers of all time.
Presents a collection of the world's most popular myths divided into such categories as creation, fertility and cultivation,
gods and people, and visions of the end, and accompanied by historical information.
From one of today’s foremost scholars, a lively retelling of the timeless tales… Here are the myths that have influenced
so much of our cultural heritage. Such age-old stories as the tragic love of Orpheus and Eurydice or Demeter’s loss of
her daughter, Persephone, resonate strongly with readers even today. In this book the rousing adventures of the heroes
Herakles, Theseus, and Perseus are intertwined with the tragedies of immortal Prometheus and mortal Oedipus, the
amorous escapades of Zeus, the trickery of Hermes, and the ecstasy of Dionysus. In-depth introductions to each section
deepen your understanding of the myths—and heighten your reading pleasure. Presented in simple yet elegant prose,
these tales emerge in brilliant new life. From the creation battle of the gods and Titans to Odysseus’ return home from
the Trojan War, this indispensable volume contains fifty-six legendary stories—handed down from generations past—that
will continue to captivate readers for generations to come.
Jenny March’s acclaimed Dictionary of Classical Mythology, first published in 1998 but long out of print, has been
extensively revised and expanded including a completely new set of beautiful line-drawing illustrations for this Oxbow
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edition. It is a comprehensive A – Z guide to Greek and Roman mythology. All major myths, legends and fables are here,
including gods and goddesses, heroes and villains, dangerous women, legendary creatures and monsters. Characters
such as Achilles and Odysseus have extensive entries, as do epic journeys and heroic quests, like that of Jason and the
Argonauts to win the Golden Fleece, all alongside a plethora of information on the creation of the cosmos, the many
metamorphoses of gods and humans, and the Trojan War, plus more minor figures – nymphs, seers, kings, rivers, to
name but a few. In this superbly authoritative work the myths are brilliantly retold, along with any major variants, and with
extensive translations from ancient authors that give life to the narratives and a sense of the vibrant cultures that shaped
the development of classical myth. The 172 illustrations give visual immediacy to the words, by showing how ancient
artists perceived their gods and heroes. The impact of myths on ancient art is also explored, as is and their influence in
the postclassical arts, emphasising the ongoing inspiration afforded by the ancient myths. Also included are two maps of
the ancient world, a list of the ancient sources and their chronology, the more important genealogies, and an index of
recurrent mythical motifs.
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