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Debunks popular beliefs and reveals the facts about political, cultural, scientific, and technological misconceptions, addressing such topics as
Napoleon's stature, the danger of quicksand, and caffeine's effects on the body.
An investigation of the evidence in Talmudic, gnostic, apocalyptic, partristic, and legendary texts concerning immortal, winged beings.
That the Tarot originated in ancient Egypt as a divinatory tool is a romantic misconception. Ron Decker’s meticulous scholarship will surprise
practitioners and academics alike, revealing the Tarot’s true evolution and meanings as its inventor(s) understood it. The Tarot consists of
the Minor Arcana, four suits of cards similar to our modern deck, and the Major Arcana, twenty-two allegorical or “trump” cards. Decker says
the four-suit deck was invented in Asia Minor before AD 1000; Italian courtiers added the trumps in the 1400s. But Tarot was first used as a
game. Tarot divination was only created in the 1700s by a Parisian fortuneteller who based the trump images on Hermeticism, which merges
Greco-Egyptian alchemy, astrology, numerology, magic, and mysticism. Today, the suit-cards are often traced to the ancient Jewish Cabala.
But, says Decker, they, too, acquired their meanings only in the 1700s, and he cites a lost numerical system based on Cabala at that time.
Decker’s interpretation integrates three whole systems-astrological, arithmological, mystagogical (concerning initiation rites into the
Mysteries). His depth of knowledge makes the book a must-have for serious students of Tarot and esotericism.
Olivia believes in miracles, magic and fairy folk and always will. Her brother, Sam, a temperamental, sceptical cynic doesn't and never will.
But when a gust of wind in her dad's old potting shed dislodges a wand and a hidden book that are positively ancient, it writes itself. Then
things get seriously strange for Olivia, her brother, mother, father and friends as ghostly occurrences seem to be the order of the day.
The Vampire Tarot ties the tales and mythic figures associated with the vampire legend to the equally iconographic figures and forms of the
tarot. This book explores the history of the vampire starting with Bram Stoker's classic 1897 novel, Dracula, as well as those writings that
inspired Stoker and the vampire lore that derived from it. Stoker and his most famous work were both closely tied to the classic Rider-WaiteColeman tarot. Now, author-illustrator Robert M. Place brings these two mythic traditions together with this extensively researched book that
guides the reader through the subtleties and parallels within The Vampire Tarot, providing a guide for getting the most out of reading. Sure to
delight not only tarot devotees but the general fan of the vampire mythos as well.
"An exuberant fantasy . . . a daring book."?Der Spiegel "In Sten Nadolny’s masterful The Joy of Sorcery, magic, love, and family illuminate a
tragic time in world history...Quirky, well-drawn characters inhabit a believable world that’s rich with possibilities...This book should be
savored. Each letter to Mathilda is a tasty buffet of wise, whimsical insights into the richness of human experiences. Pahroc’s legacy of love
for his family inspires zest for living, too. The Joy of Sorcery is a headlong dive into love and magic, told with humor and heart, that leaves
one wishing for just one more letter from the sly old sorcerer Pahroc."--Foreword Reviews As a young boy in Germany before the First World
War, Pahroc discovers that he has special abilities. He can lengthen his arm at will, reaching out to pluck a cherry ten feet away; he can
absorb all of the information in a book by placing two fingers on its spine; he can appear to others in the form of a crocodile: He is a sorcerer.
Pahroc finds his own community of sorcerers, including Emma, the woman he marries, and as the years pass, he becomes one of the great
masters of his secret calling. He works as a radio technician, then an inventor, then a psychotherapist, and the outside world never knows
that he can fly through the air unassisted or walk through walls. Being able to temporarily turn to steel or conjure money from nothing prove
crucial to surviving and ushering his growing family through the Second World War. Now, at 106, Pahroc’s greatest concern is passing on his
art to his infant granddaughter Mathilda, the only one of his many descendants to have revealed talents like his own. In the twelve letters
which form this book, he writes down his life for her. It is the witty, endearing, and surprising story of a man with his own special way of
resisting the disenchantment of the world. "A wise, magical read."—Kronenzeitung A "smart, almost philosophical novel . . .
enchanting."—Münchner Merkur "An enchanting book in the truest sense."—Süddeutsche Zeitung "An audacious book . . . a plea for the
imagination in a perilously unimaginative time."--Stephan Lohr, Der Spiegel Praise for Sten Nadolny and The Discovery of Slowness:
"Absolutely stunning."?Times Literary Supplement "Vivid and constantly surprising…excels at conveying the feel of discovery."?Washington
Post Book World "This remarkable, superbly translated novel derives from the life of the real 19th century explorer John Franklin…[whose]
adventures are conveyed with spellbinding skill."?Publishers Weekly Sten Nadolny was born in Brandenburg, Germany in 1942. He is the
author of eight novels including The Discovery of Slowness, his best-known book, and The God of Impertinence. The Discovery of Slowness
has been translated into more than twenty languages and become a modern classic of German literature. Nadolny has won several literary
awards including the Ingeborg Bachmann Prize. He lives in Berlin. Breon and Lynda Mitchell have been collaborating on award-winning
translations of German novels and short stories for over three decades, including major works by Franz Kafka, Heinrich Böll, Günter Grass,
Uwe Timm, Sten Nadolny, and Marcel Beyer. Their most recent translation was the English libretto for Gottfried von Einem's opera Der
Prozess, performed in concert at the 2018 Salzburg Summer Festival. ?
Can we see into the future to tell if we are going to be happy or rich? What does fate have in store for us? These are the kinds of questions
that come up when most people think of divination, making it seem like mere fortune-telling or, worse, just plain superstition. Rather than
predicting the future, however, divination provides insight and guidance to help a person create the future. It is a way of contacting part of the
human mind that resides in the unconscious, providing greater perspective and access to psychic abilities. Astrology and Divination is an
overview of the history and forms of divination that have existed in human culture around the world since prehistoric times. Delving into the
reasoning and psychology of divination, it looks at divination methods including Tarot, astrology, palmistry, and other body readings, the I
Ching, and other oracular methods.Chapters include: Confronting the Divine, Omens, Astrology, Divination Games and The Tarot.
This is a new release of the original 1929 edition.
Since the times of magic, Bob Conner's WWII fighter plane was as close as he could get to dancing among the clouds and nestling in the
shoulders of his mighty emerald dragon. It had been thousands of years since the magic was buried deep within the Earth to protect it from
mankind. Now the world has changed forever as it has been rediscovered, and once again brought to the Earth's surface. Now that the magic
has been released, it is up to those few elves and dwarfs that have stayed behind to put things back. With the help of three special women
and a small air force of vintage aircraft, this courageous group battles the darkness and it is the light that ushers in a whole new age of
enchantment.
Prints, drawings, documents, and text illuminate the development of the occult sciences to the nineteenth century
The Faust legend seen as a transmission of core Gnostic teachings disguised as a morality tale • Shows the 16th-century Faust text to be a
coded, composite Gnostic creation myth • Identifies the many Hermetic, alchemical, and Tantric symbols found in Faust that signify worship
of the divine feminine through sacramental sexual practices • Reveals a mystical process of spiritual salvation, as distilled from esoteric
traditions In The Gnostic Faustus, Ramona Fradon shows the legend of Doctor Faustus to be a composite Gnostic creation myth that reveals
the process of spiritual salvation. Nearly every element of the original 16th-century text is a metaphor containing profound spiritual messages
based on passages of Coptic and Syrian Gnostic manuscripts, including the Pistis Sophia and The Hymn of the Pearl. Fradon identifies many
Hermetic, alchemical, and Tantric symbols in the Faust Book that accompany the story of Sophia, the goddess of wisdom, whose troubled
journey to salvation is a model for human spiritual development. Extensive line-by-line text comparisons with these Gnostic manuscripts show
that Faustus’s corruption by the Devil and his despair parallel Sophia’s transgression and fall, and that his tragic death is a simple reversal
of her joyful rebirth, so written in order to make an otherwise heretical story palatable to Church authorities at that time. Fradon demonstrates
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that the Faust legend is a vehicle for transmitting antiquity’s secret wisdom. It provides an account of spiritual initiation whose goal is ecstatic
revelation and union with the divine. The elements of alchemy, sacramental sex, and worship of the divine feminine that are encoded in the
Faust Book reveal the same hidden goddess-worshipping tradition whose practices are hinted at by the writings of Renaissance magi such as
Cornelius Agrippa and Giordano Bruno.
An essential volume for serious students of the Tarot, this compelling survey describes the many fascinating decks imagined over time and
the secret histories of mystics.
A profound understanding of the surrealists’ connections with alchemists and secret societies and the hermetic aspirations revealed in their
works • Explains how surrealist paintings and poems employed mythology, gnostic principles, tarot, voodoo, alchemy, and other hermetic
sciences to seek out unexplored regions of the mind and recover lost “psychic” and magical powers • Provides many examples of esoteric
influence in surrealism, such as how Picasso’s Demoiselles d’Avignon was originally titled The Bath of the Philosophers Not merely an
artistic or literary movement as many believe, the surrealists rejected the labels of artist and author bestowed upon them by outsiders,
accepting instead the titles of magician, alchemist, or--in the case of Leonora Carrington and Remedios Varo--witch. Their paintings, poems,
and other works were created to seek out unexplored regions of the mind and recover lost “psychic” and magical powers. They used creative
expression as the vehicle to attain what André Breton called the “supreme point,” the point at which all opposites cease to be perceived as
contradictions. This supreme point is found at the heart of all esoteric doctrines, including the Great Work of alchemy, and enables
communication with higher states of being. Drawing on an extensive range of writings by the surrealists and those in their circle of influence,
Patrick Lepetit shows how the surrealists employed mythology, gnostic principles, tarot, voodoo, and alchemy not simply as reference points
but as significant elements of their ongoing investigations into the fundamental nature of consciousness. He provides many specific examples
of esoteric influence among the surrealists, such as how Picasso’s famous Demoiselles d’Avignon was originally titled The Bath of the
Philosophers, how painter Victor Brauner drew from his father’s spiritualist vocation as well as the Kabbalah and tarot, and how doctor and
surrealist author Pierre Mabille was a Freemason focused on finding initiatory paths where “it is possible to feel a new system connecting
man with the universe.” Lepetit casts new light on the connection between key figures of the movement and the circle of adepts gathered
around Fulcanelli. He also explores the relationship between surrealists and Freemasonry, Martinists, and the Elect Cohen as well as the
Grail mythos and the Arthurian brotherhood.
This volume investigates the physical evidence for magic in medieval and modern Britain, including ritual mark, concealed objects, amulets,
and magical equipment. The contributors are the current experts in each area of the subject, and show between them how ample the
evidence is and how important it is for an understanding of history.

First multi-year cumulation covers six years: 1965-70.
Thoroughly examines the original historical source of each tarot card, how the card's divinatory meanings evolved from
these symbols, and provides authentic spreads and divination techniques from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
Original.
Picture Museum of Sorcery, Magic & AlchemyThe Picture Museum of Sorcery, Magic and Alchemy
“The evil that men do” has been chronicled for thousands of years on the European stage, and perhaps nowhere else is
human fear of our own evil more detailed than in its personifications in theater. In Stages of Evil, Robert Lima explores
the sociohistorical implications of Christian and pagan representations of evil and the theatrical creativity that occultism
has engendered. By examining examples of alchemy, astronomy, demonology, exorcism, fairies, vampires, witchcraft,
hauntings, and voodoo in prominent plays, Stages of Evil explores American and European perceptions of occultism from
medieval times to the modern age.
Discover the power of the tarot to see the future, explain the present and develop your psychic skills. The Tarot excels as
one of the most powerful tools for divination, spiritual growth, and psychic skill building. For centuries, its mysterious
symbols have opened the gateways to the spiritual realms. This is a complete, comprehensive and universal guide to
everything you need to use any Tarot deck. It covers the history and evolution of the Tarot, the meanings of the cards,
and step-by-step instructions for using card spreads for readings and personal insights. In addition, you will learn how to
use the Tarot in meditation and in the interpretation of your dreams. Easy to understand diagrams will guide you in the
creation of your own unique spreads. An extensive glossary of symbols will aid your study and skill with any deck of your
choosing. This is the perfect guide for both novice and advanced student on using the Tarot for personal growth and
building a clientele.
Provides an overview of neo-paganism from the Goddess to magic and rituals, from history and ethics to the relationship
of neo-paganism to Christianity.
The authorities told folk what they ought to believe, but what did they really believe? Throughout Scottish history, people
have believed in fairies. They were a part of everyday life, as real as the sunrise, and as incontrovertible as the existence
of God. While fairy belief was only a fragment of a much larger complex, the implications of studying this belief tradition
are potentially vast, revealing some understanding of the worldview of the people of past centuries. This book, the first
modern study of the subject, examines the history and nature of fairy belief, the major themes and motifs, the demonising
attack upon the tradition, and the attempted reinstatement of the reality of fairies at the end of the seventeenth century,
as well as their place in ballads and in Scottish literature.
Buckland's Complete Book of Witchcraft has influenced and guided countless students, coven initiates, and solitaries around the
world. One of modern Wicca's most recommended books, this comprehensive text features a step-by-step course in Witchcraft,
with photographs and illustrations, rituals, beliefs, history, and lore, as well as instruction in spellwork, divination, herbalism,
healing, channeling, dreamwork, sabbats, esbats, covens, and solitary practice. The workbook format includes exam questions at
the end of each lesson, so you can build a permanent record of your spiritual and magical training. This complete self-study course
in modern Wicca is a treasured classic—an essential and trusted guide that belongs in every Witch's library. Praise: "A masterwork
by one of the great Elders of the Craft. Raymond Buckland has presented a treasure trove of Wiccan lore. It is a legacy that will
provide magic, beauty, and wisdom to future generations of those who seek the ancient paths of the Old Religion."—Ed Fitch,
author of Magical Rites from the Crystal Well "I read Buckland's Complete Book of Witchcraft with much pleasure. This book
contains enough information and know-how for all approaches: the historical, the philosophical, and the pragmatic . . . quite
entertaining, as much for the armchair enthusiast as for the practicing occultist."—Marion Zimmer Bradley, author of The Mists of
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Avalon "Never in the history of the Craft has a single book educated as many people, spurred as many spiritual paths, or conjured
as much personal possibility as Buckland's Complete Book of Witchcraft."—Dorothy Morrison, author of The Craft
From demons to fallen angels, folk monsters to possession and exorcism, Satanic pacts to black masses, humans have tried to
define and combat evil throughout the centuries. Worried about evil influences in your own life or just curious to learn more? The
Complete Book of Devils and Demons is your guide to the history of otherworldly evils among men and the practices surrounding
their elimination or worship. Read within to learn about zombies and ritual magic, the princes of Hell, which demons are to be
courted for power or feared for the diseases they carry, and so much more. The Complete Book of Devils and Demons is a
complete history—of the dark side.
This book presents the story of a unique collection of 140 manuscripts of ‘learned magic’ that was sold for a fantastic sum within
the clandestine channels of the German book trade in the early eighteenth century. The book will interpret this collection from two
angles – as an artefact of the early modern book market as well as the longue-durée tradition of Western learned magic –, thus
taking a new stance towards scribal texts that are often regarded as eccentric, peripheral, or marginal. The study is structured by
the apparent exceptionality, scarcity, and illegality of the collection, and provides chapters on clandestine activities in European
book markets, questions of censorship regimes and efficiency, the use of manuscripts in an age of print, and the history of learned
magic in early modern Europe. As the collection has survived till this day in Leipzig University Library, the book provides a critical
edition of the 1710 selling catalogue, which includes a brief content analysis of all extant manuscripts. The study will be of interest
to scholars and students from a variety of fields, such as early modern book history, the history of magic, cultural history, the
sociology of religion, or the study of Western esotericism.
“Filled with charming illustrations, this delightful book about Iceland’s 265 museums is as quirky and mesmerizing as the
country’s dreamscape itself.” —Forbes Mythic creatures, natural wonders, and the mysterious human impulse to collect are on
beguiling display in this poetic tribute to the museums of an otherworldly island nation. Iceland is home to only 330,000 people
(roughly the population of Lexington, Kentucky) but more than 265 museums and public collections. They range from the intensely
physical, like the Icelandic Phallological Museum, which collects the penises of every mammal known to exist in Iceland, to the
vaporously metaphysical, like the Museum of Icelandic Sorcery and Witchcraft, which poses a particularly Icelandic problem: How
to display what can't be seen? In The Museum of Whales You Will Never See, A. Kendra Greene is our wise and whimsical guide
through this cabinet of curiosities, showing us, in dreamlike anecdotes and more than thirty charming illustrations, how a
seemingly random assortment of objects--a stuffed whooper swan, a rubber boot, a shard of obsidian, a chastity belt for rams--can
map a people's past and future, their fears and obsessions. "The world is chockablock with untold wonders," she writes, "there for
the taking, ready to be uncovered at any moment, if only we keep our eyes open."
Examines the history, practices, and philosophies of magic and alchemy in Western history.
This third novel in the trilogy that began with The Lovecraft Code and continued with Dunwich concludes the globe-spanning tale
of Professor Gregory Angell and his attempt to keep the Necronomicon out of the clutches of a gaggle of secret societies, and his
life out of the grasp of terrorists and intelligence agents. Angell makes his way back to the Americas after trekking across Central
Asia and China and sailing the South China Sea to Indonesia. In the meantime, the search for the missing professor and the allimportant book consumes Dwight Monroe and his team, while a string of murders in New Orleans baffles Detective Cuneo and
brings NYPD Lieutenant Wasserman out of retirement. At the same time, Jamila, the young Yezidi woman with a strange
paranormal ability and a deadly aim, finds herself on a mission in the United States to take out the man who destroyed her village.
And a distraught mother whose two sons were abducted by a sinister being is now pregnant with another child and travels around
the country looking for answers in gatherings of UFO contactees and the rites of a voodoo priestess where she will have to
confront a mind-bending truth. They all find themselves drawn together at a building in one of America's iconic cities at a house
with a bizarre architecture that is based on a strange but sacred geometry--a geometry that's designed to call down something
from the stars. Based on themes from the works of H. P. Lovecraft, especially "The Haunter of the Dark" where the mysterious
Shining Trapezohedron makes its appearance, Starry Wisdom ties together the various strands of occult knowledge, political
intrigue, and pop culture that are woven through the first two books. Hailed by author Christopher Farnsworth (Red, White and
Blood, and The President's Vampire) as a "more intelligent Da Vinci Code" and by Whitley Strieber (Communion, The Wolfen, and
The Hunger) as "a riveting work of fiction," this book will thrill ancient aliens' fans and Lovecraft aficionados and is supported by
the genuine scholarship of occultists, terrorists, military leaders, and intelligence agents.
Breathtaking landscapes, unrivaled trekking, and the creative spirit of Reykjavík: experience it all with Moon Iceland. Inside you'll
find: Strategic, flexible itineraries, from a three-day tour of the best of Reykjavík to a nine-day road trip on the famed Ring Road,
designed for outdoor adventurers, culture and history buffs, wildlife lovers, and more Unique experiences and can't-miss highlights:
Drive past quaint towns and enormous fjords, hike through Iceland's majestic national parks, and bask in the shimmering glow of
the northern lights. Stroll Reykjavík's busy streets, listen to up-and-coming bands at uniquely themed venues, and kick back with a
handcrafted Icelandic beer at a local hangout The top outdoor activities: Search for seals, whales, and porpoises off the Icelandic
coast or spot arctic wildlife like puffins and reindeer onshore. Trek across a mighty glacier, hike the rim of a remote volcano, and
relax in the milky blue waters of the Blue Lagoon. Explore crystalline ice caves and mineral-rich lava tubes or catch a rainbow
appearing over a thundering waterfall Full-color photos and detailed maps throughout Honest advice from local author Jenna
Gottlieb on where to eat, where to stay, and when to go, including insight on traveling during the winter Handy tools including an
Icelandic phrasebook and critical background information on the landscape, culture, history, and environment Find your adventure
with Moon Iceland. Country-hopping in Scandinavia? Check out Moon Norway. Heading on to continental Europe? Try Moon
Barcelona & Madrid or Moon Rome, Florence & Venice.

W'starrah Altieri can see the future, ranks high in her church, and is without question the most beautiful woman in the
North Mark. But the prophecy she knows to be true will either break her heart, destroy her home or end her life. In 2002
ADR, the jewel of the southern empire is the city of Cryssigens, where life is an unending carnival of display, while
intrigue brews beneath the surface. Nobles, guilds and House Cups scheme with and against each other, even in the
best of times. But civil war stripped the city of its Overlord, and now factions emerge daring all in a bid to succeed to the
throne. One of the leading lights of Cryssigensian society is W'starrah Altieri, the Lavender Lady, high-ranking priestess
of the sect of Argens Stargazer; while others see only her dazzling beauty her eyes are filled with foreknowledge of the
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future. She willingly risks life and reputation to save her city, but juggling visions, rivals, suitors and the occasional
assassin pushes the real world further from her grasp. Who could expect that in the midst of this she would meet the
promised love of her life, or foresee that he too is doomed? "Perilous Embraces" is the third story in the Shards of Light
saga set in the Lands of Hope. It is highly recommended that you read the preceding novels "The Ring and the Flag" and
"Fencing Reputation" first.
*25th Anniversary Edition*—with an Introduction by the Author! The Owens sisters confront the challenges of life and love
in this bewitching novel from the New York Times bestselling author of The Rules of Magic, Magic Lessons, and The
Book of Magic. For more than two hundred years, the Owens women have been blamed for everything that has gone
wrong in their Massachusetts town. Gillian and Sally have endured that fate as well: as children, the sisters were forever
outsiders, taunted, talked about, pointed at. Their elderly aunts almost seemed to encourage the whispers of witchery,
with their musty house and their exotic concoctions and their crowd of black cats. But all Gillian and Sally wanted was to
escape. One will do so by marrying, the other by running away. But the bonds they share will bring them back—almost as
if by magic... “Splendid...Practical Magic is one of [Hoffman's] best novels, showing on every page her gift for touching
ordinary life as if with a wand, to reveal how extraordinary life really is.”—Newsweek “[A] delicious fantasy of witchcraft
and love in a world where gardens smell of lemon verbena and happy endings are possible.”—Cosmopolitan
Dunwich is based on the themes in H. P. Lovecraft’s The Dunwich Horror and is the continuation of Peter Levenda’s
novel The Lovecraft Code. Beginning with the harrowing experience of an alien abductee in a small New England town
and continuing through a series of encounters with a renowned mathematician, mercenary geneticists, an international
ring of pornographers, the human trafficking cult of the Islamic State, and practitioners of an arcane form of sexual
occultism, Dunwich follows the adventures of religion professor Gregory Angell as he attempts to discover a shocking
secret encoded within an ancient book of magic that, once deciphered, will cause the eruption of a force so prehistoric
that its earthly temples—once submerged beneath the seas—will rise to the surface again.
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