Where To Download The Power Of Everyday
Politics How Vietnamese Peasants Transformed
National Policy

The Power Of Everyday Politics
How Vietnamese Peasants
Transformed National Policy

From selfies and memes to hashtags and parodies,
social media are used for mundane and personal
expressions of political commentary, engagement,
and participation. The coverage of politics reflects
the social mediation of everyday life, where
individual experiences and thoughts are documented
and shared online. In Social Media and Everyday
Politics, Tim Highfield examines political talk as
everyday occurrences on Twitter, Facebook, blogs,
Tumblr, Instagram, and more. He considers the
personal and the political, the serious and the silly,
and the everyday within the extraordinary, as politics
arises from seemingly banal and irreverent topics.
The analysis features international examples and
evolving practices, from French blogs to Vines from
Australia, via the Arab Spring, Occupy,
#jesuischarlie, Eurovision, #blacklivesmatter,
Everyday Sexism, and #illridewithyou. This timely
book will be a valuable resource for students and
scholars in media and communications, internet
studies, and political science, as well as general
readers keen to understand our contemporary media
and political contexts
Power, Politics & Society: An Introduction to Political
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Sociology discusses how sociologists have
organized the study of politics into conceptual
frameworks, and how each of these frameworks
foster a sociological perspective on power and
politics in society. This includes discussing how
these frameworks can be applied to understanding
current issues and other "real life" aspects of politics.
The authors connect with students by engaging them
in activities where they complete their own
applications of theory, hypothesis testing, and forms
of inquiry.
This book intervenes in contemporary debates about
the threat posed to democratic life by political
emergencies. Must emergency necessarily enhance
and centralize top-down forms of sovereignty?
Those who oppose executive branch enhancement
often turn instead to law, insisting on the sovereignty
of the rule of law or demanding that law rather than
force be used to resolve conflicts with enemies. But
are these the only options? Or are there more
democratic ways to respond to invocations of
emergency politics? Looking at how emergencies in
the past and present have shaped the development
of democracy, Bonnie Honig argues that
democracies must resist emergency's pull to focus
on life's necessities (food, security, and bare
essentials) because these tend to privatize and
isolate citizens rather than bring us together on
behalf of hopeful futures. Emphasizing the
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connections between mere life and more life,
emergence and emergency, Honig argues that
emergencies call us to attend anew to a neglected
paradox of democratic politics: that we need good
citizens with aspirational ideals to make good politics
while we need good politics to infuse citizens with
idealism. Honig takes a broad approach to
emergency, considering immigration politics, new
rights claims, contemporary food politics and the
infrastructure of consumption, and the limits of law
during the Red Scare of the early twentieth century.
Taking its bearings from Moses Mendelssohn, Franz
Rosenzweig, and other Jewish thinkers, this is a
major contribution to modern thought about the
challenges and risks of democratic orientation and
action in response to emergency.
While certain aspects of Henri Lefebvre’s writings
have been examined extensively within the
disciplines of geography, social theory, urban
planning and cultural studies, there has been no
comprehensive consideration of his work within legal
studies. Henri Lefebvre: Spatial Politics, Everyday
Life and the Right to the City provides the first
serious analysis of the relevance and importance of
this significant thinker for the study of law and state
power. Introducing Lefebvre to a legal audience, this
book identifies the central themes that run through
his work, including his unorthodox, humanist
approach to Marxist theory, his sociological and
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methodological contributions to the study of
everyday life and his theory of the production of
space. These elements of Lefebvre’s thought are
explored through detailed investigations of the
relationships between law, legal form and processes
of abstraction; the spatial dimensions of neoliberal
configurations of state power; the political and
aesthetic aspects of the administrative ordering of
everyday life; and the ‘right to the city’ as the basis
for asserting new forms of spatial citizenship. Chris
Butler argues that Lefebvre’s theoretical categories
suggest a way for critical legal scholars to
conceptualise law and state power as continually
shaped by political struggles over the inhabitance of
space. This book is a vital resource for students and
researchers in law, sociology, geography and
politics, and all readers interested in the application
of Lefebvre’s social theory to specific legal and
political contexts.
Political Aesthetics highlights the complex and
ambiguous connections of aesthetics with social,
cultural and political experiences in contemporary
societies. If today aesthetics seems a rather
overused term, mixing a variety of historical realities
and complex personal states of being, its relevance
as a connecting agent between individual, state and
society is stronger than ever. The actual context of
political and economic crisis generates new relations
between official imposed aesthetics and the
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resistance and critiques they trigger. Considered
beyond the poles of power and protest, the book
examines how traditional or innovative artistic
practices may acquire unexpected capacities of
subversion. It nourishes the current debate around
the new political stakes of aesthetics as an inviolable
right of ordinary citizens, an essential element of
empowerment and agency in a democratic every
day. It will be of interest to students and scholars of
international relations, political culture and political
aesthetics, as well as critical sociology and history. It
will also be useful for some broad courses in media
studies, cultural studies, and sociology.
A political history and ethnography of local
resistance to Vietnam's national policy of
collectivized farms, tracing their formation in the
1950s, enlargement during wartime in the 1960s and
1970s, and eventual collapse in the 1980s. Based on
more than a decade of research in the Red River
Delta and Vietnam's National Archives, this book
gives voice to the villagers who effected change and
advances a theory of how everyday activities that do
not conform to the behaviour required by authorities
may carry considerable weight in shaping - and even
changing - the direction of national policy.
Multi-disciplinary examination of the role of ordinary
African people as agents in the generation and
distribution of well-being in modern Africa.
Although gossip is disapproved of across the
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world’s societies, it is a prominent feature of
sociality, whose role in the construction of society
and culture cannot be overestimated. In particular,
gossip is central to the enactment of politics: through
it people transform difference into inequality and
enact or challenge power structures. Based on the
author’s intimate ethnographic knowledge of
Nukulaelae Atoll, Tuvalu, this work uses an analysis
of gossip as political action to develop a holistic
understanding of a number of disparate themes,
including conflict, power, agency, morality, emotion,
locality, belief, and gender. It brings together two
methodological traditions—the microscopic analysis
of unelicited interaction and the macroscopic
interpretation of social practice—that are rarely
wedded successfully. Drawing on a broad range of
theoretical resources, Niko Besnier approaches
gossip from several angles. A detailed analysis of
how Nukulaelae’s people structure their gossip
interactions demonstrates that this structure reflects
and contributes to the atoll’s political ideology, which
wavers between a staunch egalitarianism and a
need for hierarchy. His discussion then turns to
narratives of specific events in which gossip played
an important role in either enacting egalitarianism or
reinforcing inequality. Embedding gossip in a broad
range of communicative practices enables Besnier to
develop a nuanced analysis of how gossip operates,
demonstrating how it allows some to gain power
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while others suffer because of it. Throughout, he is
particularly attentive to the ways in which
anthropologists themselves are the subject and
object of gossip, making his work a notable
contribution to reflexive social science. Written in an
engaging and accessible style, Gossip and the
Everyday Production of Politics will appeal to
students and scholars of political, legal, linguistic,
and psychological anthropology; social science
methodology; communication, conflict, gender, and
globalization studies; and Pacific Islands studies.
This important new work is a study of the everyday lives
of the inhabitants of São Paulo in the nineteenth century.
Full of vivid detail, the book concentrates on the lives of
working women--black, white, Indian, mulatta, free,
freed, and slaves, and their struggles to survive. Drawing
on official statistics, and on the accounts of travelers and
judicial records, the author paints a lively picture of the
jobs, both legal and illegal, that were performed by
women. Her research leads to some surprising
discoveries, including the fact that many women were
the main providers for their families and that their work
was crucial to the running of several urban industries.
This book, which is a unique record of women's lives
across social and race strata in a multicultural society,
should be of interest to students and researchers in
women's studies, urban studies, historians, geographers,
economists, sociologists, and anthropologists.
This book suggests a new explanation for why
international peace interventions often fail to reach their
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full potential.
Based on several years of ethnographic
research in conflict zones around the world, it
demonstrates that everyday elements - such as the
expatriates' social habits and usual approaches to
understanding their areas of operation - strongly
influence peacebuilding effectiveness. Individuals from
all over the world and all walks of life share numerous
practices, habits, and narratives when they serve as
interveners in conflict zones. These common attitudes
and actions enable foreign peacebuilders to function in
the field, but they also result in unintended
consequences that thwart international efforts. Certain
expatriates follow alternative modes of thinking and
acting, often with notable results, but they remain in the
minority. Through an in-depth analysis of the interveners'
everyday life and work, this book proposes innovative
ways to better help host populations build a sustainable
peace.
One of Choice Reviews' Outstanding Academic Titles of
2018--an innovative look at how families in Ming dynasty
China negotiated military and political obligations to the
state.tate.
The waters of the Nile are fundamental to life in Egypt. In
this compelling ethnography, Jessica Barnes explores
the everyday politics of water: a politics anchored in the
mundane yet vital acts of blocking, releasing, channeling,
and diverting water. She examines the quotidian
practices of farmers, government engineers, and
international donors as they interact with the waters of
the Nile flowing into and through Egypt. Situating these
local practices in relation to broader processes that affect
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Nile waters,
Barnes moves back and forth from farmer to
government ministry, from irrigation canal to international
water conference. By showing how the waters of the Nile
are constantly made and remade as a resource by
people in and outside Egypt, she demonstrates the
range of political dynamics, social relations, and
technological interventions that must be incorporated into
understandings of water and its management.
From gang- and drug-related shootings to mass
shootings in schools, shopping centers, and movie
theatres, reports of gun crimes fill the headlines of
newspapers and nightly news programs. At the same
time, a different kind of headline has captured public
attention: a steady surge in pro-gun sentiment among
Americans. In Citizen-Protectors, Jennifer Carlson offers
a compelling portrait of gun carriers, shedding light on
Americans' complex relationship with guns. Delving
headlong into the world of guns, Carlson participated in
firearms training classes, attending pro-gun events, and
carried a firearm herself. Through these experiences,
she explores the role guns play in the lives of Americans
who carry them and shows how, against a backdrop of
economic insecurity and social instability, gun carrying
becomes a means of being a good citizen. A muchneeded counterpoint to the rhetorical battles over gun
control, Citizen-Protectors is a captivating and revealing
look at gun culture in America, and a must-read for
anyone with a stake in this heated debate.
A conceptual update of affordance theory that introduces
the mechanisms and conditions framework, providing a
vocabulary and critical perspective. Technological
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affordances
mediate between the features of a
technology and the outcomes of engagement with that
technology. The concept of affordances, which migrated
from psychology to design with Donald Norman's
influential 1988 book, The Design of Everyday Things,
offers a useful analytical tool in technology studies—but,
Jenny Davis argues in How Artifacts Afford, it is in need
of a conceptual update. Davis provides just such an
update, introducing the mechanisms and conditions
framework, which offers both a vocabulary and
necessary critical perspective for affordance analyses.
The mechanisms and conditions framework shifts the
question from what objects afford to how objects afford,
for whom, and under what circumstances. Davis shows
that through this framework, analyses can account for
the power and politics of technological artifacts. She
situates the framework within a critical approach that
views technology as materialized action. She explains
how request, demand, encourage, discourage, refuse,
and allow are mechanisms of affordance, and shows
how these mechanisms take shape through variable
conditions—perception, dexterity, and cultural and
institutional legitimacy. Putting the framework into action,
Davis identifies existing methodological approaches that
complement it, including critical technocultural discourse
analysis (CTDA), app feature analysis, and adversarial
design. In today's rapidly changing sociotechnical
landscape, the stakes of affordance analyses are high.
Davis's mechanisms and conditions framework offers a
timely theoretical reboot, providing tools for the crucial
tasks of both analysis and design.
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In this multi-sited
political agency is shaped through interactions on public
places across four central Bosnian and Herzegovinian
cities. The author shows that everyday life on public
places in post-war Bosnia and Herzegovina is
fundamentally political: either by design or by default,
and that no one can escape the highly dynamic
negotiations of rights, duties, and obligations that occur
in every public interaction. These positioning games are
far from innocent; they create elites, manifest political
power, and in the same moment cut out more and more
citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina from the promises
set by market economy and democracy. Through
examining hundreds of interactions on public spaces
ranging from soccer stadiums and market halls to
graveyards, this study not only shows how post-war
political agency in Bosnia and Herzegovina is bound to
the public realm, but also that options for defining one's
personal future are less linked to ethno-national group
membership than widely assumed. Instead local,
generational, and economic differences play a significant
role in determining everyday livelihood. These factors –
unique in their composition in every observed place –
highlight a new realm of conflict potentials that will shape
the future of Bosnia and Herzegovina over the next
decade.
Contains contributions from scholars in eight different
humanities and social science disciplines. This book
aims to present a range of surveillance technologies
used in everyday life and investigate the politics of their
use.
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The politics
of claiming rights and strategies of
mobilisation exhibited by marginalised social groups lie
at the heart of this volume. Theoretically, the authors
aims to foster a holistic and multi-faceted understanding
of how social and economic justice is claimed, either
through formal, corporatist or organised mechanisms, or
through ad hoc, informal, or individualised practices, as
well as the implications of these distinctive activist
strategies. The collection emphasises both the difficulties
of political mobilisation and the distinctive methods
employed by various social groups across a variety of
contexts to respond and overcome these challenges.
Crucially, the authors’ approach involves a
conceptualisation of social movements and local
mobilisation in terms of the language of rights and justice
claims-making through more organised as well as
everyday political practices. In so doing, the book
bridges the literature on contentious politics, the politics
of claiming social justice, and everyday politics of
resistance.
A unique study of economic change, class and social
experience in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries in the industrial Netherlands.
Over the past decade India has witnessed a number of
land wars that have centred crucially on the often forcible
transfer of land from small farmers or indigenous groups
to private companies. Among these, the land war that
erupted in Singur, West Bengal, in 2006, went on to
make national headlines and become paradigmatic of
many of the challenges and social conflicts that arise
when a state-led policy of swiftly transferring land to
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private sector
companies encounters resistance on the
ground. Land Dispossession and Everyday Politics in
Rural Eastern India analyses the movement by Singur’s
so-called unwilling farmers to retain and reclaim their
farmland. By foregrounding the everyday politics of
popular mobilization, the book sheds new light on the
movement’s internal politics as well as on contentious
issues rooted in everyday caste, class and gender
relations.
"Ginsborg is never judgemental, though he is
devastatingly thorough and occasionally mischievously
witty." Times Literary Supplement
Increasingly a spectator sport, electoral politics have
become bitterly polarized by professional consultants
and lobbyists and have been boiled down to the
distributive mantra of "who gets what." In Everyday
Politics, Harry Boyte transcends partisan politics to offer
an alternative. He demonstrates how community-rooted
activities reconnect citizens to engaged, responsible
public life, and not just on election day but throughout the
year. Boyte demonstrates that this type of activism has a
rich history and strong philosophical foundation. It rests
on the stubborn faith that the talents and insights of
ordinary citizens—from nursery school to nursing
home—are crucial elements in public life. Drawing on
concrete examples of successful public work projects
accomplished by diverse groups of people across the
nation, Boyte demonstrates how citizens can master
essential political skills, such as understanding issues in
public terms, mapping complex issues of institutional
power to create alliances, raising funds, communicating,
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and negotiating
how these skills can be used to address the larger
challenges of our time, thereby advancing a renewed
vision of democratic society and freedom in the twentyfirst century.
Many political parties base their political action and
election program on an ideology. In social studies, a
political ideology is a certain ethical set of ideals,
principles, doctrines, myths or symbols of a social
movement, institution, class, and/or large group that
explains how society should work, and offers some
political and cultural blueprint for a certain social order. A
political ideology largely concerns itself with how to
allocate power and to what ends it should be used.
Some parties follow a certain ideology very closely, while
others may take broad inspiration from a group of related
ideologies without specifically embracing any one of
them. The popularity of an ideology is in part due to the
influence of moral entrepreneurs, who sometimes act in
their own interests. Political ideologies have two
dimensions: 1.Goals: How society should be organized.
2.Methods: The most appropriate way to achieve this
goal. An ideology is a collection of ideas. Typically, each
ideology contains certain ideas on what it considers to be
the best form of government (e.g. democracy, autocracy,
etc.), and the best economic system (e.g. capitalism,
socialism, etc.). Sometimes the same word is used to
identify both an ideology and one of its main ideas. For
instance, "socialism" may refer to an economic system,
or it may refer to an ideology which supports that
economic system. Political ideology is a term fraught with
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having been called "the most elusive concept
in the whole of social science"; however, ideologies tend
to identify themselves by their position on the political
spectrum (such as the left, the cener or the right), though
this is very often controversial. Finally, ideologies can be
distinguished from political strategies (e.g. populism) and
from single issues that a party may be built around (e.g.
opposition to European integration or the legalization of
marijuana). This book attempts to divide the ideologies
found in practical political life into a number of groups;
each group contains ideologies that are related to each
other. The names do not necessarily imply some
hierarchical order or that one ideology evolved out of the
other. They are merely noting the fact that the ideologies
in question are practically, historically and ideologically
related to each other. One ideology can belong to
several groups, and there is sometimes considerable
overlap between related ideologies. Also, keep in mind
that the meaning of a political label can differ between
countries and that parties often subscribe to a
combination of ideologies. This book gives an overview
of the many ideologies that form the backbone of the
many types of political systems that exist. Also read the
companion volume "The Many Forms of Government" at:
https: //www.createspace.com/6057437 This book is
designed to be a general overview of the topic and
provide you with the structured knowledge to familiarize
yourself with the topic at the most affordable price
possible. The level of discussion is that of Wikipedia. The
accuracy and knowledge is of an international viewpoint
as the edited articles represent the inputs of many
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knowledgeable
individuals and some of the most
currently available general knowledge on the topic based
on the date of publication.
This book explores the informal (political) patronage
relations between the urban poor and service delivery
organisations in Mumbai, India. It examines the
conditions of people in the slums and traces the extent to
which they are subject to social and political exclusion.
Delving into the roles of the slum-based mediators and
municipal councillors, it brings out the problems in the
functioning of democracy at the ground level, as election
candidates target vote banks with freebies and privatesector funding to manage their campaigns. Starting from
social justice concerns, this book combines theory and
insights from disciplines as diverse as political science,
anthropology and policy studies. It provides a
comprehensive, multi-level overview of the various
actors within local municipal governance and democracy
as also consequences for citizenship, urban poverty,
gender relations, public services, and neoliberal politics.
Lucid and rich in ethnographic data, this book will be
useful to scholars, researchers and students of social
anthropology, urban studies, urban sociology, political
science, public policy and governance, as well as
practitioners and policymakers.
An ethnographic analysis of the ways that, during the
1990s, Turkish citizens began to express nostalgia for
the secularist and nationalist foundations of the Turkish
Republic.

How do political authorities build support for
themselves and their rule? Doing so is key to
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accruing power, but it can be a complicated affair.
The European Union, as a novel political entity,
faces a particularly difficult set of challenges. The
Politics of Everyday Europe argues that the
legitimation of EU authority rests in part on a
transformation in the symbols and practices of
everyday life in Europe. The Single Market and the
Euro, the legal category of European Citizen and
policies promoting the free movement of people, EU
public architecture, arts and popular entertainment,
and EU diplomacy and foreign policy all generate
symbols and practices that change peoples' day-today experiences naturalizing European
governance.The modern nation-state has long used
similar strategies of nationalism and 'imagined
communities' to legitimize its political power. But the
EU's cultural infrastructure is unique, as it navigates
European national identities with a particularly
banality, trying to make the EU seem complementary
to, not in competition with, the nation-states. While
this cultural legitimation has successfully
underpinned the EU's surprising political
development, Europe today is more often met with
indifference by its citizens rather than affection. As
economic and political crises have stretched
European social solidarity to the breaking point, this
book offers a clear theoretical framework for
understanding how everyday culture matters
fundamentally in the political life of the EU, and how
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the construction of meaning can be a potent power
resource-albeit one open to contestation and
subversion by the very citizens it calls into being.
This book explores the way that forms of economic
policymaking are sustained and challenged by
everyday practices across Southeast Asia.
Humanitarian crises - resulting from conflict, natural
disaster or political collapse – are usually perceived
as a complete break from normality, spurring special
emergency policies and interventions. In reality,
there are many continuities and discontinuities
between crisis and normality. What does this mean
for our understanding of politics, aid, and local
institutions during crises? This book examines this
question from a sociological perspective. This book
provides a qualitative inquiry into the social and
political dynamics of local institutional response,
international policy and aid interventions in crises
caused by conflict or natural disaster. Emphasising
the importance of everyday practices, this book
qualitatively unravels the social and political working
of policies, aid programmes and local institutions.
The first part of the book deals with the social life of
politics in crisis. Some of the questions raised are:
What is the meaning of human security in practice?
How do governments and other actors use crises to
securitize – and hence depoliticize - their strategies?
The second part of the book deals with the question
how local institutions fare under and transform in
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response to crises. Conflicts and disasters are
breakpoints of social order, with a considerable
degree of chaos and disruption, but they are also
marked by processes of continuity and re-ordering,
or the creation of new institutions and linkages. This
part of the book focuses on institutions varying from
inter-ethnic marriage patterns in Sri Lanka to
situation of institutional multiplicity in Angola. The
final part of the book concerns the social and political
realities of different domains of interventions in crisis,
including humanitarian aid, peace-building, disaster
risk reduction and safety nets to address chronic
food crises. This book gives students and
researchers in humanitarian studies, disaster
studies, conflict and peace studies as well as
humanitarian and military practitioners an invaluable
wealth of case studies and unique political science
analysis of the humanitarian studies field.
A bold rethinking of urban political ecology
In this first ground-level account of the Muslim
separatist rebellion in the Philippines, Thomas
McKenna challenges prevailing anthropological
analyses of nationalism as well as their underlying
assumptions about the interplay of culture and
power. He examines Muslim separatism against a
background of more than four hundred years of
political relations among indigenous Muslim rulers,
their subjects, and external powers seeking the
subjugation of Philippine Muslims. He also explores
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the motivations of the ordinary men and women who
fight in armed separatist struggles and investigates
the formation of nationalist identities. A skillful meld
of historical detail and ethnographic research,
Muslim Rulers and Rebels makes a compelling
contribution to the study of protest, rebellion, and
revolution worldwide.
How do our everyday actions shape and transform
the world economy? This volume of original essays
argues that current scholarship in international
political economy (IPE) is too highly focused on
powerful states and large international institutions.
The contributors examine specific forms of
'everyday' actions to demonstrate how small-scale
actors and their decisions can shape the global
economy. They analyse a range of seemingly
ordinary or subordinate actors, including peasants,
working classes and trade unions, lower-middle and
middle classes, female migrant labourers and
Eastern diasporas, and examine how they have
agency in transforming their political and economic
environments. This book offers a novel way of
thinking about everyday forms of change across a
range of topical issues including globalisation,
international finance, trade, taxation, consumerism,
labour rights and regimes. It will appeal to students
and scholars of politics, international relations,
political economy and sociology.
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winning research to demonstrate how British comedy
can provide intimate and vital understandings of the
everyday politics of globalization in Britain.
A detailed account of politics in Ghana's urban
neighborhoods, providing a new way to understand
African democracy and development.
Focusing on a rice farming village in central Luzon, Kerkvliet
argues that the faction and patron-client relationships dealt
with by conventional studies are only one part of Philippine
political life.
What can comedy tell us about the politics of a nation? In this
book, James Brassett builds on his prize-winning research to
demonstrate how British comedy can provide intimate and
vital understandings of the everyday politics of globalization in
Britain. The book explores British comedy and Britain’s
global politics from post-war imperial decline through to its
awkward embrace of globalization, examining a wide variety
of comedic mediums, such as the popular television show
The Office and the online satire The Daily Mash. Touching on
issues such as empire, the class system and capitalism, the
author demonstrates how comedy offers valuable insights on
how global market life is experienced, mediated, contested
and accommodated.
Ordinary people's everyday political behavior can have a
huge impact on national policy: that is the central conclusion
of this book on Vietnam. In telling the story of collectivized
agriculture in that country, Benedict J. Tria Kerkvliet uncovers
a history of local resistance to national policy and gives a
voice to the villagers who effected change. Not through open
opposition but through their everyday political behavior,
villagers individually and in small, unorganized groups
undermined collective farming and frustrated authorities'
efforts to correct the problems. The Power of Everyday
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Politics is an
authoritative account, based on extensive
research in Vietnam's National Archives and in the Red River
Delta countryside, of the formation of collective farms in
northern Vietnam in the late 1950s, their enlargement during
wartime in the 1960s and 1970s, and their collapse in the
1980s. As Kerkvliet shows, the Vietnamese government
eventually terminated the system, but not for ideological
reasons. Rather, collectivization had become hopelessly
compromised and was ultimately destroyed largely by the
activities of villagers. Decollectivization began locally among
villagers themselves; national policy merely followed. The
power of everyday politics is not unique to Vietnam, Kerkvliet
asserts. He advances a theory explaining how everyday
activities that do not conform to the behavior required by
authorities may carry considerable political weight.
Since 1990 public political criticism has evolved into a
prominent feature of Vietnam's political landscape. So argues
Benedict Kerkvliet in his analysis of Communist Party–ruled
Vietnam. Speaking Out in Vietnam assesses the rise and
diversity of these public displays of disagreement, showing
that it has morphed from family whispers to large-scale use of
electronic media. In discussing how such criticism has
become widespread over the last three decades, Kerkvliet
focuses on four clusters of critics: factory workers demanding
better wages and living standards; villagers demonstrating
and petitioning against corruption and land confiscations;
citizens opposing China's encroachment into Vietnam and
criticizing China-Vietnam relations; and dissidents objecting to
the party-state regime and pressing for democratization. He
finds that public political criticism ranges from lambasting
corrupt authorities to condemning repression of bloggers to
protesting about working conditions. Speaking Out in Vietnam
shows that although we may think that the party-state
represses public criticism, in fact Vietnamese authorities often
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tolerate and
respond positively to such public and open
protests.
Everyday Political Objects examines a series of historical
case studies across a very broad timescale, using objects as
a means to develop different approaches to understanding
politics where both internal and external definitions of the
political prove inadequate. Materiality and objects have
gradually made their way into the historian’s toolbox in recent
years, but the distinctive contribution that a set of methods
developed for the study of objects can make to our
understanding of politics has yet to be explored. This book
shows how everyday objects play a certain role in politics,
which is specific to material things. It provides case studies
which re-orientate the view of the political in a way that is
distinct from, but complementary to, the study of political
institutions, the social history of politics and the analysis of
discourse. Each chapter shows, in a distinctive and innovative
way, how historians might change their approach to politics
by incorporating objects into their methodology. Analysing
case studies from France, the Congo, Burkina Faso, Romania
and Britain between the early Middle Ages and the present
day makes this study the perfect tool for students and
scholars in the disciplines of history, art history, political
science, anthropology and archaeology.
The Power of Everyday PoliticsHow Vietnamese Peasants
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