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This classic book contains a collection of sayings attributed to the great Greek philsopher and mathematician Pythagoras
and his followers, amd will prove an interesting read for all. Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to
the 1900s and before, are now extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. We are republishing these classic works in
affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.
Professor of Music at Colgate University and a widely respected musicologist, Godwin traces the history of the idea, held
since ancient times, that the whole cosmos, with its circling planets and stars, is in some way a musical or harmonious
entity. The author shows how this concept has continued to inspire philosophers, astronomers, and mystics from antiquity
to the present day.
Making up Numbers: A History of Invention in Mathematics offers a detailed but accessible account of a wide range of
mathematical ideas. Starting with elementary concepts, it leads the reader towards aspects of current mathematical
research. The book explains how conceptual hurdles in the development of numbers and number systems were
overcome in the course of history, from Babylon to Classical Greece, from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance, and so to
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The narrative moves from the Pythagorean insistence on positive multiples to the
gradual acceptance of negative numbers, irrationals and complex numbers as essential tools in quantitative analysis.
Within this chronological framework, chapters are organised thematically, covering a variety of topics and contexts:
writing and solving equations, geometric construction, coordinates and complex numbers, perceptions of ‘infinity’ and its
permissible uses in mathematics, number systems, and evolving views of the role of axioms. Through this approach, the
author demonstrates that changes in our understanding of numbers have often relied on the breaking of long-held
conventions to make way for new inventions at once providing greater clarity and widening mathematical horizons.
Viewed from this historical perspective, mathematical abstraction emerges as neither mysterious nor immutable, but as a
contingent, developing human activity. Making up Numbers will be of great interest to undergraduate and A-level
students of mathematics, as well as secondary school teachers of the subject. In virtue of its detailed treatment of
mathematical ideas, it will be of value to anyone seeking to learn more about the development of the subject.
For this first English edition of his distinguished study of Pythagoreanism, Weisheit und Wissenschajt: Studien zu
Pythagoras, Philolaos, und Platon, Walter Burkert has carefully revised text and notes, taking account of additional
literature on the subject which appeared between 1962 and 1969. By a thorough critical sifting of all the available
evidence, the author lays a new foundation for the understanding of ancient Pythagoreanism and in particular of the
relationship within it of "lore" and "science." He shows that in the twilight zone when the Greeks were discovering the
rational interpretation of the world and quantitative natural science, Pythagoras represented not the origin of the new, but
the survival or revival of ancient, pre-scientific lore or wisdom, based on superhuman authority and expressed in ritual
obligation.
This commentary provides valuable insight into the basic tenets of an unknown sect from the formative years of
Hellenistic Pythagoreanism, a movement which had a major impact on the morality and philosophy of the Greco-Roman
world.
The acerbic columnist for The Washington Post offers a trenchant look at the enigmatic culture of American politics,
examining the often bizarre behavior, language, culture, social institutions, and taboos of Washington politicians. Reprint.
In recent decades it has become obvious that mathematics has always been a worldwide activity. But this is the first book
to provide a substantial collection of English translations of key mathematical texts from the five most important ancient
and medieval non-Western mathematical cultures, and to put them into full historical and mathematical context. The
Mathematics of Egypt, Mesopotamia, China, India, and Islam gives English readers a firsthand understanding and
appreciation of these cultures' important contributions to world mathematics. The five section authors--Annette Imhausen
(Egypt), Eleanor Robson (Mesopotamia), Joseph Dauben (China), Kim Plofker (India), and J. Lennart Berggren
(Islam)--are experts in their fields. Each author has selected key texts and in many cases provided new translations. The
authors have also written substantial section introductions that give an overview of each mathematical culture and
explanatory notes that put each selection into context. This authoritative commentary allows readers to understand the
sometimes unfamiliar mathematics of these civilizations and the purpose and significance of each text. Addressing a
critical gap in the mathematics literature in English, this book is an essential resource for anyone with at least an
undergraduate degree in mathematics who wants to learn about non-Western mathematical developments and how they
helped shape and enrich world mathematics. The book is also an indispensable guide for mathematics teachers who
want to use non-Western mathematical ideas in the classroom.
This classic work proves the truth of the Copernican system over the Ptolemaic one, that the Earth revolves around the
Sun.
Claims of Reincarnationis one of the foremost works to have been published in India during the latter part of the twentieth
century. Dr. Satwant Pasricha has investigated hundreds of cases in her native land and is considered to be one of the
leading authorities in the field of empirical investigations into past-life claims. First published in 1990, this book is as
relevant today as it was when it made its debut and is a valuable addition for scholars and anyone interested in the
subject.
Attributed to Iamblichus (4th cent. AD), The Theology of Arithmetic is about the mystical, mathmatical and cosmological
symbolism of the first ten numbers. Its is the longest work on number symbolism to survive from the ancient world, and
Robin Waterfield's careful translation contains helpful footnotes, an extensive glossary, bibliography, and foreword by
Keith Critchlow. Never before translated from ancient Greek, this important sourcework is indispensable for anyone
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intereted in Pythagorean though, Neoplatonism, or the symbolism of Numbers.
A fascinating portrait of the Pythagorean tradition, including a substantial account of the Neo-Pythagorean revival, and
ending with Johannes Kepler on the threshold of modernism.
Heed the Call of the Greek Gods and Goddesses The religion of the ancient Greeks has lain dormant for too long. In
Hellenismos, Tony Mierzwicki shows how to bring it back in all of its primal glory. Learn how to forge personal
relationships with the ancient Greek deities. Recreate the practices of the Greeks and enjoy the richness of their spiritual
practices. Explore this accessible introduction to Greek reconstruction and discover: Ancient Greek history and culture
Deities, Daimones, and Heroes Simple daily observances and personal practice The lunar cycle and festival observances
Controversial issues regarding Greek reconstruction Praise: "I, for one, welcome Tony Mierzwicki's marvelous work,
Hellenismos. In a single volume, it not only fills a vacuum in my education, it clearly and concisely provides fascinating
insights into a world to which we are all indebted—a world of gods, and heroes, and spirits, and magick, and all that is
great, judicious, and distinct in the western soul."—Lon Milo DuQuette, author of Homemade Magick and Low Magick
"Communion with the gods is grounded in everyday practice. Hellenismos provides the reader with the necessary tools to
quickly enter into Pagan Greek religion. The book combines an accurate historical understanding with practices updated
for today's needs."—Brandy Williams, author of For the Love of the Gods and The Woman Magician "Mierzwicki has
succeeded in combining fine scholarship with deep vision to provide the reader with a comprehensive overview of
Grecian polytheistic theory and practice. His offering brings to life an ancient tradition made relevant for modern
times."—Kristoffer Hughes, author of The Book of Celtic Magic, From the Cauldron Born, and The Journey Into Spirit
"Hellenismos is an excellent guide to practicing ancient Greek polytheism. Advancing from daily, personal practices, to
the sacred lunar month, and finally to the annual festival cycle, Tony gently draws the reader deeper into Hellenic
polytheism."—John Opsopaus, author of The Oracles of Apollo and The Pythagorean Tarot "Hellenismos makes an open
and shut case for the need to modify the ancient Greek religion to suit the modern world, rather than recreating it
faithfully...The author provides a wonderful guide to crafting your own personal path of venerating the ancient Greek gods
and goddesses while remaining true to the spirit of the time."—Karen Tate, author of Walking An Ancient Path "In
Hellenismos author Tony Mierzwicki provides an invaluable resource for both novice and experienced practitioners of
ancient Greek religion...With instructions for holding daily, monthly, and annual observances, this book is nothing less
than a toolkit for building your personal Hellenic path."—Alaric Albertsson, author of A Handbook of Saxon Sorcery and
Magic and To Walk a Pagan Path
Occultism and esotericism flourished in 19th-century France as they did nowhere else. Many philosophers sought the key
to the universe, and some claimed to have found it. In the unitive vision that resulted, music invariably played an
important part.
The Pythagorean Sourcebook and LibraryAn Anthology of Ancient Writings which Relate to Pythagoras and Pythagorean
PhilosophyRed Wheel/Weiser
The timeless brilliance of this exhaustive survey of the best classical writers of antiquity on Pythagoras was first published in 1687
in Thomas Stanley’s massive tome, The History of Philosophy. It remains as contemporary today as it was over three hundred
years ago. The text of the 1687 book has been reset and modernized to make it more accessible to the modern reader. Spelling
has been regularized, obsolete words not found in a modern dictionary have been replaced, and contemporary conventions of
punctuation have been used. Biographical sketches of Thomas Stanley and Pythagoras by Manly Palmer Hall, founder of the
Philosophical Research Society, have been included, along with a profound overview of Pythagorean philosophy by Platonic
scholar Dr. Henry L. Drake. The extensive Greek language references throughout the text have been corrected and
contextualized, and reset in a modern Greek font. Each quotation has been verified with the source document in Greek. An
extensive annotated appendix of these classical sources is included. A complete bibliography details all the reference works
utilized, and a small Glossary defines a number of terms, especially those from musical theory, which may be unfamiliar to the nontechnical reader.
Divine Harmony describes Pythagoras's wanderings in ancient Phoenicia, Egypt, Babylon, and Greece, and explores key
Pythagorean ideas as taught at his scholarly community in southern Italy. This fascinating study of the sixth-century Greek
scientist and mystic includes illustrations, a map, a new introduction, and an updated bibliography. Drawing on the writings of
Pythagoras's disciples, the authors present a lively portrait of a man whose ideas continue to resonate.
Based on the translation by Ilsa Fatt and the edition by Reiryu Philippe Coupey “Mushotoku mind” means an attitude of no profit,
no gain. It is the core of master Taisen Deshimaru’s Zen. This respected teacher of Japanese Soto Zen moved from Japan in
1967 and brought this work to Paris, from where it was disseminated throughout the West. This book presents his commentary on
the most renowned of Buddhist texts, the Heart Sutra, known in Japanese as Hannya Shingyo-a philosophical investigation on the
futility of philosophical investigation. Deshimaru’s work fills a great gap in the interpretations of this seminal text in that he
emphasizes “mind-emptiness” (ku) as the foundation of Zen practice, in contrast to the usual “mindfulness” focus of many other
Zen approaches. This “emptiness” and “purpose of no purpose” is one of the most difficult ideas for Westerners to understand.
Yet we know that our most cherished values are based on mushotoku mind when it comes, for example, to love. We value the
unselfish love of family or country that is based not on what we can get from the relationship but on what we can give. We know,
too, that these virtues are not accomplished directly through our will but indirectly through dropping our expectations. His lectures
on this subject have been translated by Ilsa Fatt and edited by Reiryu Philippe Coupey of Deshimaru’s British and French groups;
and here completely revised and reedited for an American audience by Reishin Richard Collins. This edition emphasizes
Deshimaru’s chorus: Mushotoku mind is the key attitude characterizing the way of the Buddha, the way of the bodhisattva, the
way of Zen and zazen, and the way of all sutras (teachings). Taisen Deshimaru (d. 1982) was the founder of the Association Zen
Internationale, one of the largest influences on Zen in the West. He is author of: The Ring of the Way and The Zen Way to Martial
Arts: A Japanese Master Reveals the Secrets of the Samurai. Richard Collins is a Zen teacher in the lineage of Taisen Deshimaru
and Dean of Arts & Humanities at California State University, Bakersfield. A Book for Students of Zen Buddhism; Religion
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Scholars; Philosophy Students, and Readers of Taisen Deshimaru’s Books.
Martínez discusses various popular myths from the history of mathematics. Some stories are partly true, others are entirely false,
but all show the power of invention in history. Martínez inspects a wealth of primary sources, in several languages, over a span of
many centuries. By exploring disagreements and ambiguities in the history of the elements of mathematics, The Cult of
Pythagoras dispels myths that obscure the actual origins of mathematical concepts. Chosen as a major selection by Scientific
American Book Club (Library of Science(R))
Humanity’s creative role within the living pattern of nature • Explores important scientific discoveries that reveal the selforganizing intelligence at the heart of nature • Examines the idea of a living cosmos from its roots in the earliest cultures, to its
eclipse during the Scientific Revolution, to its return today • Reveals ways to reengage our creative partnership with nature and
collaborate with nature’s intelligence For millennia the world was seen as a creative, interconnected web of life, constantly
growing, developing, and restoring itself. But with the arrival of the Scientific Revolution in the 16th and 17th centuries, the world
was viewed as a lifeless, clocklike mechanism, bound by the laws of classical physics. Intelligence was a trait ascribed solely to
human beings, and thus humanity was viewed as superior to and separate from nature. Today new scientific discoveries are
reviving the ancient philosophy of a living, interconnected cosmos, and humanity is learning from and collaborating with nature’s
intelligence in new, life-enhancing ways, from ecological design to biomimicry. Drawing upon the most important scientific
discoveries of recent times, David Fideler explores the self-organizing intelligence at the heart of nature and humanity’s place in
the cosmic pattern. He examines the ancient vision of the living cosmos from its roots in the “world soul” of the Greeks and the
alchemical tradition, to its eclipse during the Scientific Revolution, to its return today. He explains how the mechanistic worldview
led to humanity’s profound sense of alienation, for if the universe only functioned as a machine, there was no longer any room for
genuine creativity or spontaneity. He shows how this isn’t the case and how, even at the molecular level, natural systems engage
in self-organization, self-preservation, and creative problem solving, mirroring the ancient idea of a creative intelligence that exists
deep within the heart of nature. Revealing new connections between science, religion, and culture, Fideler explores how to
reengage our creative partnership with nature and new ways to collaborate with nature’s intelligence.
One of the most important mathematical theorems is named after Pythagoras of Samos, but this semi-mythical Greek sage has
more to offer than formulas. He is said to have discovered the numerical nature of the basic consonances and transposed the
musical proportions to the cosmos, postulating a "harmony of the spheres." He may have coined the words "cosmos" and
"philosophy." He is also believed to have taught the doctrine of transmigration of souls and therefore to have advised a vegetarian
diet. Ancient legends have Pythagoras conversing with dogs, bears, and bulls. A distinctly Pythagorean way of life, including
detailed ritual regulations, was observed by his disciples, who were organized as a secret society. Later, Pythagorean and Platonic
teachings became fused. In this Platonized form, Pythagoreanism has remained influential through medieval Christianity and the
Renaissance down to the present. Christoph Riedweg's book is an engaging introduction to the fundamental contributions of
Pythagoras to the establishment of European culture. To penetrate the intricate maze of lore and ascertain what history can tell us
about the philosopher, Riedweg not only examines the written record but also considers Pythagoras within the cultural, intellectual,
and spiritual context of his times. The result is a vivid overview of the life and teachings of a crucial Greek thinker and his most
important followers.
Ancient Greece was the cradle of philosophy in the Western tradition. Meet the Philosophers of Ancient Greece brings the
thoughts and lives of the pioneers of Western philosophy down from their sometimes remote heights and introduces them to a
modern audience. Comprising seventy essays, written by internationally distinguished scholars in a lively and accessible style, this
book presents the values, ideas, wisdom and arguments of the most significant thinkers from the world of ancient Greece.
Commencing with Thales of Miletus and continuing to the end of the Ancient Period of philosophy by way of Heraclitus,
Parmenides, Protagoras, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Archimedes, Epictetus this book explores the major contributions of each
philosopher as well as looking at archaeological and historical sites where they lived, worked and thought. This book is an
outstanding introduction to the world of the philosophers of Ancient Greece.
This is a comprehensive, authoritative and innovative account of Pythagoras and Pythagoreanism, one of the most enigmatic and
influential philosophies in the West. In twenty-one chapters covering a timespan from the sixth century BC to the seventeenth
century AD, leading scholars construct a number of different images of Pythagoras and his community, assessing current
scholarship and offering new answers to central problems. Chapters are devoted to the early Pythagoreans, and the full breadth of
Pythagorean thought is explored including politics, religion, music theory, science, mathematics and magic. Separate chapters
consider Pythagoreanism in Plato, Aristotle, the Peripatetics and the later Academic tradition, while others describe
Pythagoreanism in the historical tradition, in Rome and in the pseudo-Pythagorean writings. The three great lives of Pythagoras by
Diogenes Laertius, Porphyry and Iamblichus are also discussed in detail, as is the significance of Pythagoras for the Middle Ages
and Renaissance.
Translated selections of writings on ethics by Arius Didymus, Cicero, Crates, Demetrius of Phalerum, Dio Chrysostom, Diogenes,
Diogenes Laertius, Epictetus, Epicurus, Hierocles, Horace, Isocrates, Julian, Lucian of Samosata, Maximus of Tyre, Melissa,
Musonius Rufus, Pliny the Younger, Plutarch, Seneca, Sextus Empiricus, and Theano, and from the Gnomologium Vaticanum,
Oxyrhynchus Papyrus, and Pythagorean Sentences.
This is the story of Pythagoras and the Pythagoreans, whose insights transformed the ancient world and still inspire the realms of
science, mathematics, philosophy and the arts. Einstein said that the most incredible thing about our universe was that it was
comprehensible at all. As Kitty Ferguson explains, Pythagoras had much the same idea - but 2,500 years earlier. Though known
by many only for his famous Theorem, in fact the pillars of our scientific tradition - belief that the universe is rational, that there is
unity to all things, and that numbers and mathematics are a powerful guide to truth about nature and the cosmos - hark back to the
convictions of this legendary scholar. Kitty Ferguson brilliantly evokes Pythagoras' ancient world of, showing how ideas spread in
antiquity, and chronicles the incredible influence he and his followers have had on so many extraordinary people in the history of
Western thought and science. 'Pythagoras' influence on the ideas, and therefore on the destiny, of the human race was probably
greater than that of any single man before or after him' - Arthur Koestler.
Explores Thales’s speculative philosophy through a study of geometrical diagrams. Bringing together geometry and philosophy,
this book undertakes a strikingly original study of the origins and significance of the Pythagorean theorem. Thales, whom Aristotle
called the first philosopher and who was an older contemporary of Pythagoras, posited the principle of a unity from which all things
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come, and back into which they return upon dissolution. He held that all appearances are only alterations of this basic unity and
there can be no change in the cosmos. Such an account requires some fundamental geometric figure out of which appearances
are structured. Robert Hahn argues that Thales came to the conclusion that it was the right triangle: by recombination and
repackaging, all alterations can be explained from that figure. This idea is central to what the discovery of the Pythagorean
theorem could have meant to Thales and Pythagoras in the sixth century BCE. With more than two hundred illustrations and
figures, Hahn provides a series of geometric proofs for this lost narrative, tracing it from Thales to Pythagoras and the
Pythagoreans who followed, and then finally to Plato’s Timaeus. Uncovering the philosophical motivation behind the discovery of
the theorem, Hahn’s book will enrich the study of ancient philosophy and mathematics alike. At Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, Robert Hahn is Professor of Philosophy and Director of the Ancient Legacies Program, through which he leads
traveling seminars to Greece, Turkey, and Egypt. He is the author of Archaeology and the Origins of Philosophy; Anaximander in
Context: New Studies in the Origins of Greek Philosophy (with Dirk L. Couprie and Gerard Naddaf); and Anaximander and the
Architects: The Contributions of Egyptian and Greek Architectural Technologies to the Origins of Greek Philosophy, all published
by SUNY Press.
The first clear and faithful guide to the timeless, practical teachings of the Stoic philosopher Seneca. Stoicism, the most influential
philosophy of the Roman Empire, offers refreshingly modern ways to strengthen our inner character in the face of an unpredictable
world. Widely recognized as the most talented and humane writer of the Stoic tradition, Seneca teaches us to live with freedom
and purpose. His most enduring work, over a hundred “Letters from a Stoic” written to a close friend, explains how to handle
adversity; overcome grief, anxiety, and anger; transform setbacks into opportunities for growth; and recognize the true nature of
friendship. In Breakfast with Seneca, philosopher David Fideler mines Seneca’s classic works in a series of focused chapters,
clearly explaining Seneca’s ideas without oversimplifying them. Best enjoyed as a daily ritual, like an energizing cup of coffee,
Seneca’s wisdom provides us with a steady stream of time-tested advice about the human condition—which, as it turns out, hasn’t
changed much over the past two thousand years.
This anthology, the largest collection of Pythagorean writings ever to appear in English, contains the four ancient biographies of
Pythagoras and over 25 Pythagorean and Neopythagorean writings from the Classical and Hellenistic periods. The material of this
book is indispensable for anyone who wishes to understand the real spiritual roots of Western civilization.
'The greatest book of philosophy I have ever read, on a par with Nietzsche himself.' Michel Foucault Pierre Klossowski (1905-) is
the author of numerous philosophical works, as well as several novels. He published many translations of German poets and
philosophers, including Nietzsche himself. Recognised as a masterpiece of Nietzsche scholarship, Nietzsche and the Vicious
Circle emphasises and explores the notion of Eternal Return - central to an understanding of Nietzsche's self-denial, self-refutation
and self-consumption. Translated by Daniel W. Smith>

The enthralling story of Pythagoras and the Pythagoreans, whose insights transformed the ancient world and still inspire
the realms of science, mathematics, philosophy, and the arts. "Pythagoras's influence on the ideas, and therefore on the
destiny, of the human race was probably greater than that of any single man before or after him," wrote Arthur Koestler.
Though most people know of him only for the famous Pythagorean Theorem (a2 +b2=c2), in fact the pillars of our
scientific tradition-belief that the universe is rational, that there is unity to all things, and that numbers and mathematics
are a powerful guide to truth about nature and the cosmos-hark back to the convictions of this legendary sixth-century
B.C. scholar. Born around 570 B.C. on the cultured Aegean island of Samos, Pythagoras (according to ancient tales)
studied with the sage Thales nearby at Miletus, and with priests and scribes in Egypt and Babylon. Eventually he founded
his own school at Croton in southern Italy, where he and his followers began to unravel the surprising deep truths
concealed behind such ordinary tasks as tuning a lyre. While considering why some string lengths produced beautiful
sounds and others discordant ones, they uncovered the ratios of musical harmony, and recognized that hidden behind
the confusion and complexity of nature are patterns and orderly relationships. They had surprised the Creator at his
drafting board and had glimpsed the mind of God! Some of them later would also find something darker in numbers and
nature: irrationality, a revelation so unsettling and subversive that it may have contributed to the destruction of their
brotherhood.
The early Christian Gnosis did not spring up in isolation, but drew upon earlier sources. In this book, many of these
sources are revealed for the first time. Special emphasis is placed on the Hellenistic doctrine of the "Solar Logos" and the
early Christian symbolism which depicted Christ as the Spiritual Sun, the illumination source of order, harmony, and
spiritual insight. Based on 15 years of research, this is a unique book which throws a penetrating light on the secret
traditions of early Christianity. It clearly demonstrates that number is at the heart of being. Jesus Christ, Sun of God,
illustrates how the Christian symbolism of the Spiritual Sun is derived from numerical symbolism of the "ancient
divinities."
The second half of the book re-examines problems regarding the connections between ancient magic, science, and
religion. More specifically, it traces for the first time a line of transmission from Empedocles and the early Pythagoreans
down to southern Egypt, and from there into the world of Islam.
This anthology, the largest collection of Pythagorean writings ever to appear in English, contains the four ancient
biographies of Pythagoras and over 25 Pythagorean and Neopythagorean writings from the Classical and Hellenistic
periods. The material of this book is indispensable for anyone who wishes to understand the real spiritual roots of
western civilization.
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