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We are what we eat: this aphorism contains a profound truth about civilization, one that has
played out on the world historical stage over many millennia of human endeavor. Using the
colorful diaries of a sixteenth-century merchant as a narrative guide, Empires of Food vividly
chronicles the fate of people and societies for the past twelve thousand years through the
foods they grew, hunted, traded, and ate—and gives us fascinating, and devastating, insights
into what to expect in years to come. In energetic prose, agricultural expert Evan D. G. Fraser
and journalist Andrew Rimas tell gripping stories that capture the flavor of places as disparate
as ancient Mesopotamia and imperial Britain, taking us from the first city in the once-thriving
Fertile Crescent to today’s overworked breadbaskets and rice bowls in the United States and
China, showing just what food has meant to humanity. Cities, culture, art, government, and
religion are founded on the creation and exchange of food surpluses, complex societies built
by shipping corn and wheat and rice up rivers and into the stewpots of history’s generations.
But eventually, inevitably, the crops fail, the fields erode, or the temperature drops, and the
center of power shifts. Cultures descend into dark ages of poverty, famine, and war. It
happened at the end of the Roman Empire, when slave plantations overworked Europe’s and
Egypt’s soil and drained its vigor. It happened to the Mayans, who abandoned their great cities
during centuries of drought. It happened in the fourteenth century, when medieval societies
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crashed in famine and plague, and again in the nineteenth century, when catastrophic colonial
schemes plunged half the world into a poverty from which it has never recovered. And today,
even though we live in an age of astounding agricultural productivity and genetically modified
crops, our food supplies are once again in peril. Empires of Food brilliantly recounts the history
of cyclic consumption, but it is also the story of the future; of, for example, how a shrimp boat
hauling up an empty net in the Mekong Delta could spark a riot in the Caribbean. It tells what
happens when a culture or nation runs out of food—and shows us the face of the world turned
hungry. The authors argue that neither local food movements nor free market economists will
stave off the next crash, and they propose their own solutions. A fascinating, fresh history told
through the prism of the dining table, Empires of Food offers a grand scope and a provocative
analysis of the world today, indispensable in this time of global warming and food crises.
European dominance of the shipping lanes in the early modern period was a prelude to the
great age of European imperial power in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Yet in
the present age we can see that the pre-imperial age was in fact more an 'age of partnership'
or an 'age of competition' when the West and Asia vied on even terms. The essays in this
volume examine, on a global basis, the many different trading empires from the end of the
Middle Ages to the eighteenth century.
The rise of capitalism to global dominance is still largely associated – by both laypeople and
Marxist historians – with the industrial capitalism that made its decisive breakthrough in 18th
century Britain. Jairus Banaji’s new work reaches back centuries and traverses vast distances
to argue that this leap was preceded by a long era of distinct “commercial capitalism”, which
reorganised labor and production on a world scale to a degree hitherto rarely appreciated.
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Rather than a picture centred solely on Europe, we enter a diverse and vibrant world. Banaji
reveals the cantons of Muslim merchants trading in Guangzhou since the eighth century, the
3,000 European traders recorded in Alexandria in 1216, the Genoese, Venetians and Spanish
Jews battling for commercial dominance of Constantinople and later Istanbul. We are left with
a rich and global portrait of a world constantly in motion, tied together and increasingly
dominated by a pre-industrial capitalism. The rise of Europe to world domination, in this view,
has nothing to do with any unique genius, but rather a distinct fusion of commercial capitalism
with state power.
"Originally published in hardcover in the United States by Alfred A. Knopf, a division of Penguin
Random House LLC, New York, in 2016."-- Title page verso.
'Every time gardens welcomed us, we said to them,Aleppo is our aim and you are merely the
route.' Al-Mutanabbi Aleppo lies in ruins. Its streets are plunged in darkness, most of its
population has fled. But this was once a vibrant world city, where Muslims, Christians and
Jews lived and traded together in peace. Few places are as ancient and diverse as Aleppo one of the oldest, continuously inhabited cities in the world - successively ruled by the
Assyrian, Persian, Greek, Roman, Arab, Ottoman and French empires. Under the Ottomans, it
became the empire's third largest city, after Constantinople and Cairo. It owed its wealth to its
position at the end of the Silk Road, at a crossroads of world trade, where merchants from
Venice, Isfahan and Agra gathered in the largest suq in the Middle East. Throughout the
region, it was famous for its food and its music. For 400 years British and French consuls and
merchants lived in Aleppo; many of their accounts are used here for the first time. In the first
history of Aleppo in English, Dr Philip Mansel vividly describes its decline from a pinnacle of
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cultural and economic power, a poignant testament to a city shattered by Syria's civil war.
“The rise and fall of Venice’s empire is an irresistible story and [Roger] Crowley, with his
rousing descriptive gifts and scholarly attention to detail, is its perfect chronicler.”—The
Financial Times The New York Times bestselling author of Empires of the Sea charts Venice’s
astounding five-hundred-year voyage to the pinnacle of power in an epic story that stands
unrivaled for drama, intrigue, and sheer opulent majesty. City of Fortune traces the full arc of
the Venetian imperial saga, from the ill-fated Fourth Crusade, which culminates in the sacking
of Constantinople in 1204, to the Ottoman-Venetian War of 1499–1503, which sees the
Ottoman Turks supplant the Venetians as the preeminent naval power in the Mediterranean. In
between are three centuries of Venetian maritime dominance, during which a tiny city of
“lagoon dwellers” grow into the richest place on earth. Drawing on firsthand accounts of
pitched sea battles, skillful negotiations, and diplomatic maneuvers, Crowley paints a vivid
picture of this avaricious, enterprising people and the bountiful lands that came under their
dominion. From the opening of the spice routes to the clash between Christianity and Islam,
Venice played a leading role in the defining conflicts of its time—the reverberations of which are
still being felt today. “[Crowley] writes with a racy briskness that lifts sea battles and sieges off
the page.”—The New York Times “Crowley chronicles the peak of Venice’s past glory with
Wordsworthian sympathy, supplemented by impressive learning and infectious
enthusiasm.”—The Wall Street Journal
Reproduction of the original: Indian Unrest by Valentine Chirol

Study of key themes in the history of the British Empire by one of the senior figures in
the field.
Page 4/17

Acces PDF The Rise Of Merchant Empires Long Distance Trade In The Early
Modern World 1350 1750 Studies In Comparative Early Modern History
This book explores English trade to Russia in the first half of the seventeenth century.
Meticulously reconstructing commercial activities, personnel, and day-to-day business
strategies of the Muscovy Company, it reveals the workings of a growing branch of
early modern overseas trade linking Russia to intersecting markets across the globe.
Trade, along with the free movement of capital, is at the heart of today's international
economy. But international trade is an intensely political and contested subject. In this
book, Greg Buckman details possible future directions in global energy supplies and
balance-of-payments imbalances. He argues that, just as current trading arrangements
have been the product of past decisions emerging out of apparently unrelated
considerations, so factors like future fossil fuel costs, global warming, and the economic
imbalances between North and South are likely to impel a radical reshaping of the WTO
and the principles enshrined in its agreements as well as the global trading system in
general. A key contribution to thinking about possible trade policy reforms are the
reforms and alternatives - themselves not always agreed or sufficiently thought through
-- advocated by the global justice movement. This book outlines these diverse
proposals to make global trade more sustainable in some detail. This book has been
written to be both informative and empowering. It is an important contribution to clearer
thinking, more effective campaigning, and fundamental policy reform in the field of
international trade.
Indeed, middling or lesser merchants fashioned a plausible alternative to mercantilism,
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and contributed significantly to the challenges Americans offered to British rule in the
final colonial years.
"The epic story of the rise and fall of the empire of cotton, its centrality in the world
economy, and its making and remaking of global capitalism. Sven Beckert's rich,
fascinating book tells the story of how, in a remarkably brief period, European
entrepreneurs and powerful statesmen recast the world's most significant
manufacturing industry combining imperial expansion and slave labor with new
machines and wage workers to change the world. Here is the story of how, beginning
well before the advent of machine production in 1780, these men created a potent
innovation (Beckert calls it war capitalism, capitalism based on unrestrained actions of
private individuals; the domination of masters over slaves, of colonial capitalists over
indigenous inhabitants), and crucially affected the disparate realms of cotton that had
existed for millennia. We see how this thing called war capitalism shaped the rise of
cotton, and then was used as a lever to transform the world. The empire of cotton was,
from the beginning, a fulcrum of constant global struggle between slaves and planters,
merchants and statesmen, farmers and merchants, workers and factory owners. In this
as in so many other ways, Beckert makes clear how these forces ushered in the
modern world. The result is a book as unsettling and disturbing as it is enlightening: a
book that brilliantly weaves together the story of cotton with how the present global
world came to exist"--Résumé de l'éditeur.
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Special Notice to MarinersThe Rise of Merchant EmpiresLong-distance Trade in the
Early Modern World, 1350-1750The Political Economy of Merchant EmpiresState
Power and World Trade, 1350-1750Cambridge University Press
The period from the late seventeenth to the early nineteenth century—the so-called long
eighteenth century of English history—was a time of profound global change, marked by
the expansion of intercontinental empires, long-distance trade, and human
enslavement. It was also the moment when medicines, previously produced locally and
in small batches, became global products. As greater numbers of British subjects
struggled to survive overseas, more medicines than ever were manufactured and
exported to help them. Most historical accounts, however, obscure the medicine
trade’s dependence on slave labor, plantation agriculture, and colonial warfare. In
Merchants of Medicines, Zachary Dorner follows the earliest industrial pharmaceuticals
from their manufacture in the United Kingdom, across trade routes, and to the edges of
empire, telling a story of what medicines were, what they did, and what they meant. He
brings to life business, medical, and government records to evoke a vibrant early
modern world of London laboratories, Caribbean estates, South Asian factories, New
England timber camps, and ships at sea. In these settings, medicines were produced,
distributed, and consumed in new ways to help confront challenges of distance, labor,
and authority in colonial territories. Merchants of Medicines offers a new history of
economic and medical development across early America, Britain, and South Asia,
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revealing the unsettlingly close ties among medicine, finance, warfare, and slavery that
changed people’s expectations of their health and their bodies.
A 2006 investigation of the idea of the powerful Asian empires in the works of Milton, Dryden,
Defoe and Swift.
An accessible survey of the history of European overseas empires in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries based on new scholarship In this thematic survey, Gabriel Paquette
focuses on the evolution of the Spanish, Portuguese, English, French, and Dutch overseas
empires in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. He draws on recent advances in the field
to examine their development, from efficacious forms of governance to coercive violence.
Beginning with a narrative overview of imperial expansion that incorporates recent critiques of
older scholarly approaches, Paquette then analyzes the significance of these empires,
including their political, economic, and social consequences and legacies. He makes the
multifaceted history of Europe’s globe-spanning empires in this crucial period accessible to
new readers.
The “forgotten majority” of German merchants in London between the end of the Hanseatic
League and the end of the Napoleonic Wars became the largest mercantile Christian
immigrant group in the eighteenth century. Using previously neglected and little used evidence,
this book assesses the causes of their migration, the establishment of their businesses in the
capital, and the global reach of the enterprises. As the acquisition of British nationality was the
admission ticket to Britain’s commercial empire, it investigates the commercial function of
British naturalization policy in the early modern period, while also considering the risks of
failure and chance for a new beginning in a foreign environment. As more German merchants
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integrated into British commercial society, they contributed to London becoming the leading
place of exchange between the European continent, Russia, and the New World.
Analyzing the rise and subsequent fall of international piracy from the perspective of colonial
hinterlands, Mark G. Hanna explores the often overt support of sea marauders in maritime
communities from the inception of England's burgeoning empire in the 1570s to its
administrative consolidation by the 1740s. Although traditionally depicted as swashbuckling
adventurers on the high seas, pirates played a crucial role on land. Far from a hindrance to
trade, their enterprises contributed to commercial development and to the economic
infrastructure of port towns. English piracy and unregulated privateering flourished in the
Pacific, the Caribbean, and the Indian Ocean because of merchant elites' active support in the
North American colonies. Sea marauders represented a real as well as a symbolic challenge to
legal and commercial policies formulated by distant and ineffectual administrative bodies that
undermined the financial prosperity and defense of the colonies. Departing from previous
understandings of deep-sea marauding, this study reveals the full scope of pirates' activities in
relation to the landed communities that they serviced and their impact on patterns of
development that formed early America and the British Empire.
The European discovery of the Americas in 1492 was one of the most important events of the
Renaissance, and with it Christopher Columbus changed the course of world history. Now, five
hundred years later, this 2-volume reference work will chart new courses in the study and
understanding of Columbus and the Age of Discovery. Much more than an account of the man
and his voyages, The Christopher Columbus Encyclopedia is a complete A-Z look at the world
during this momentous era. In two volumes, The Christopher Columbus Encyclopedia contains
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more than 350 signed original articles ranging from 250 to more than 10,000 words, written by
nearly 150 contributors from around the world. The work includes cross-references,
bibliographies for each article, and a comprehensive index. The work is fully illustrated, with
hundreds of maps, drawings and photographs.
Why was early modern Europe the starting point of the economic expansion which led to the
Industrial Revolution? What was the state’s role in this momentous transformation? A History
of States and Economic Policies in Early Modern Europe takes a comparative approach to
answer these questions, demonstrating that wars, public finance and state intervention in the
economy were the key elements underlying European economic dynamics of the era.
Structured in two parts, the book begins by examining the central issues of the state–economy
relationship, including military revolution, the fiscal state and public finance, mercantilism, the
formation of commercial empires and the economic war between Britain and France in the
1700s. The second part presents a detailed comparison between the different economic
policies of the most important European states, looking at their unique demographic,
economic, military and institutional contexts. Taken as a whole, this work provides a valuable
analysis of early modern economic history and a picture of Europe’s global position on the eve
of the Industrial Revolution. This book will be useful to students and researchers of economic
history, early modern history and European history.
Rise and Fall opens with the Akkadian Empire, which ruled over a vast expanse of the region
of ancient Mesopotamia, then turns to the immense Roman Empire, where we trace back our
western and eastern roots. Next Strathern describes how a great deal of western classical
culture was developed in the Abbasid and Umayyid Caliphates. Then, while Europe was
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beginning to emerge from a period of cultural stagnation, it almost fell to a whirlwind invasion
from the East, at which point we meet the Emperors of the Mongol Empire . . . Combining
breathtaking scope with masterful concision, Paul Strathern traces connections across four
millennia and sheds new light on these major civilizations - from the Mongol Empire and the
Yuan Dynasty to the Aztec and Ottoman, through to the most recent and biggest Empires: the
British, Russo-Soviet and American. Charting 5,000 years of global history in ten succinct
chapters, Rise and Fall makes comprehensive and inspiring reading to anyone fascinated by
the history of the world.
Over a period of several centuries, Europeans developed an intricate system of plantation
agriculture overseas that was quite different from the agricultural system used at home.
Though the plantation complex centered on the American tropics, its influence was much
wider. Much more than an economic order for the Americas, the plantation complex had an
important place in world history. These essays concentrate on the intercontinental impact.
This publication reviews the major turning points in the history of economic integration, and in
particular the pace at which it has accelerated since the 1990s. It also considers its impact in
four crucial areas, namely employment, development, the environment and financial stability.
This book focuses on why Europe became the dominant economic force in global trade
between 1450 and 1750.
Conflict Management in the Mediterranean and the Atlantic, 1000-1800 offers a comparative
long-term perspective on the complexity of various approaches to conflict management by
those involved in long-distance trade across political and jurisdictional boundaries.
This volume examines the rise of the many different trading empires from the end of the Middle
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Ages to the eighteenth century.
In 1177 B.C., marauding groups known only as the "Sea Peoples" invaded Egypt. The
pharaoh's army and navy managed to defeat them, but the victory so weakened Egypt that it
soon slid into decline, as did most of the surrounding civilizations. After centuries of brilliance,
the civilized world of the Bronze Age came to an abrupt and cataclysmic end. Kingdoms fell
like dominoes over the course of just a few decades. No more Minoans or Mycenaeans. No
more Trojans, Hittites, or Babylonians. The thriving economy and cultures of the late second
millennium B.C., which had stretched from Greece to Egypt and Mesopotamia, suddenly
ceased to exist, along with writing systems, technology, and monumental architecture. But the
Sea Peoples alone could not have caused such widespread breakdown. How did it happen? In
this major new account of the causes of this "First Dark Ages," Eric Cline tells the gripping
story of how the end was brought about by multiple interconnected failures, ranging from
invasion and revolt to earthquakes, drought, and the cutting of international trade routes.
Bringing to life the vibrant multicultural world of these great civilizations, he draws a sweeping
panorama of the empires and globalized peoples of the Late Bronze Age and shows that it was
their very interdependence that hastened their dramatic collapse and ushered in a dark age
that lasted centuries. A compelling combination of narrative and the latest scholarship, 1177
B.C. sheds new light on the complex ties that gave rise to, and ultimately destroyed, the
flourishing civilizations of the Late Bronze Age—and that set the stage for the emergence of
classical Greece.
This study of ancient Roman shipping and trade across continents reveals the Roman
Empire’s far-reaching impact in the ancient world. In ancient times, large fleets of Roman
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merchant ships set sail from Egypt on voyages across the Indian Ocean. They sailed from
Roman ports on the Red Sea to distant kingdoms on the east coast of Africa and southern
Arabia. Many continued their voyages across the ocean to trade with the rich kingdoms of
ancient India. Along these routes, the Roman Empire traded bullion for valuable goods,
including exotic African products, Arabian incense, and eastern spices. This book examines
Roman commerce with Indian kingdoms from the Indus region to the Tamil lands. It
investigates contacts between the Roman Empire and powerful African kingdoms, including
the Nilotic regime that ruled Meroe and the rising Axumite Realm. Further chapters explore
Roman dealings with the Arab kingdoms of southern Arabia, including the Saba-Himyarites
and the Hadramaut Regime, which sent caravans along the incense trail to the ancient rockcarved city of Petra. The first book to bring these subjects together in a single comprehensive
study, The Roman Empire and the Indian Ocean reveals Rome’s impact on the ancient world
and explains how international trade funded the legions that maintained imperial rule.
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF 2018 BY THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE AND
SMITHSONIAN MAGAZINE By a prize-winning young historian, an authoritative work that
reframes the Industrial Revolution, the expansion of British empire, and emergence of
industrial capitalism by presenting them as inextricable from the gun trade "A fascinating and
important glimpse into how violence fueled the industrial revolution, Priya Satia's book stuns
with deep scholarship and sparkling prose."--Siddhartha Mukherjee, Pulitzer Prize-winning
author of The Emperor of All Maladies We have long understood the Industrial Revolution as a
triumphant story of innovation and technology. Empire of Guns, a rich and ambitious new book
by award-winning historian Priya Satia, upends this conventional wisdom by placing war and
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Britain's prosperous gun trade at the heart of the Industrial Revolution and the state's imperial
expansion. Satia brings to life this bustling industrial society with the story of a scandal:
Samuel Galton of Birmingham, one of Britain's most prominent gunmakers, has been
condemned by his fellow Quakers, who argue that his profession violates the society's pacifist
principles. In his fervent self-defense, Galton argues that the state's heavy reliance on industry
for all of its war needs means that every member of the British industrial economy is implicated
in Britain's near-constant state of war. Empire of Guns uses the story of Galton and the gun
trade, from Birmingham to the outermost edges of the British empire, to illuminate the nation's
emergence as a global superpower, the roots of the state's role in economic development, and
the origins of our era's debates about gun control and the "military-industrial complex" -- that
thorny partnership of government, the economy, and the military. Through Satia's eyes, we
acquire a radically new understanding of this critical historical moment and all that followed
from it. Sweeping in its scope and entirely original in its approach, Empire of Guns is a
masterful new work of history -- a rigorous historical argument with a human story at its heart.
Europe's place in history is re-assessed in this first comprehensive history of the ancient world,
centering on the Indian Ocean and its role in pre-modern globalization. Philippe Beaujard
presents an ambitious and comprehensive global history of the Indian Ocean world, from the
earliest state formations to 1500 CE. Supported by a wealth of empirical data, full color maps,
plates, and figures, he shows how Asia and Africa dominated the economic and cultural
landscape and the flow of ideas in the pre-modern world. This led to a trans-regional division of
labor and an Afro-Eurasian world economy. Beaujard questions the origins of capitalism and
hints at how this world-system may evolve in the future. The result is a reorienting of world
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history, taking the Indian Ocean, rather than Europe, as the point of departure. Volume II
provides in-depth coverage of the period from the seventh century CE to the fifteenth century
CE.
This book describes and evaluates how institutional innovation and technological innovation
have impacted on humanity from pre-historical times to modern times, and how societies have
been transformed in history. The author interrogates the relationship between innovation and
civilisation -– particularly the dynamic whereby innovation leads to empire-building -– and
explores innovation efforts that stimulated economic and social synergies from the Babylonian
Empire in 1900 BC up to the British Empire in the twentieth century. The author uses historical
cross-cultural case studies to establish the factors which have given competitive advantages to
societies and empires. This book will be of interest to researchers and students in political
economy, economic history, economic growth and innovation economics.
Commerce meets conquest in this swashbuckling story of the six merchant-adventurers who
built the modern world It was an era when monopoly trading companies were the unofficial
agents of European expansion, controlling vast numbers of people and huge tracts of land, and
taking on governmental and military functions. They managed their territories as business
interests, treating their subjects as employees, customers, or competitors. The leaders of these
trading enterprises exercised virtually unaccountable, dictatorial political power over millions of
people. The merchant kings of the Age of Heroic Commerce were a rogue's gallery of largerthan-life men who, for a couple hundred years, expanded their far-flung commercial
enterprises over a sizable portion of the world. They include Jan Pieterszoon Coen, the violent
and autocratic pioneer of the Dutch East India Company; Peter Stuyvesant, the one-legged
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governor of the Dutch West India Company, whose narrow-minded approach lost Manhattan to
the British; Robert Clive, who rose from company clerk to become head of the British East
India Company and one of the wealthiest men in Britain; Alexandr Baranov of the Russian
American Company; Cecil Rhodes, founder of De Beers and Rhodesia; and George Simpson,
the "Little Emperor" of the Hudson's Bay Company, who was chauffeured about his vast fur
domain in a giant canoe, exhorting his voyageurs to paddle harder so he could set speed
records. Merchant Kings looks at the rise and fall of company rule in the centuries before
colonialism, when nations belatedly assumed responsibility for their commercial enterprises. A
blend of biography, corporate history, and colonial history, this book offers a panoramic, new
perspective on the enormous cultural, political, and social legacies, good and bad, of this first
period of unfettered globalization.
A work of major importance for the economic history of both Europe and North America.
This title is available online in its entirety in Open Access. Dutch Atlantic Connections
reevaluates the role of the Dutch in the Atlantic between 1680-1800. It shows how pivotal the
Dutch were for the functioning of the Atlantic sytem by highlighting both economic and cultural
contributions to the Atlantic world.
"From Spanish conquistadors through to pith-helmeted British colonialists, the prevailing vision
of European empire-builders has been staunchly statist. But from the early 1600s through to
the early twentieth century, from the East Indies to North America to Africa and the South
Pacific, it was company states - not sovereign states - that played the most important role in
driving European worldwide commercial and colonial expansion. In Asia, the Dutch and
English East India Companies ingratiated themselves with mighty Asian rulers such as the
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Mughal and Qing Emperors to infiltrate Asian markets. In North America, the Hudson's Bay
Company maintained a network of forts and factories across the continent closely integrated
with American Indian trading routes and practices. And in Africa, the company states were first
key intermediaries in the trans-Atlantic slave trade, and later the colonial vanguards of the
'scramble for Africa.' Notwithstanding their central importance for both International Relations
scholars and students of global history, company states remain largely ignored in studies of the
modern international system's evolution and expansion. Beholden to an outdated
historiography, most scholarship on the expansion of the international system looks only at
sovereign states. Historians and historical sociologists have done more to acknowledge
company states' pioneering role. But these studies have typically focused on individual
company states in isolation, and have thus missed the significance of company states as key
progenitors of the modern international system. As a result of this neglect, we lack an
understanding of what defined the company states as a distinctive form of international actor,
and how they served as crucial but now largely forgotten builders of the world's first truly global
international system. Existing works struggle to account for rise, fall and fleeting nineteenth
century resurrection of company states as agents of long distance commerce and conquest, as
well as their sharply contrasting fortunes in different regions. Finally, unless we understand the
nature and significance of company states, we cannot understand how inter-civilizational
relations were mediated across trans-continental distances and deep cultural differences for
the majority of the modern era. These are the vital gaps in our knowledge which the authors
seek to address in this book"--Provided by publisher.
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