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The Royal Navy Lynx An Operational History
‘an excellent read’ AEROSPACE magazine In 1915, Westland Aircraft Works was established in the country town of
Yeovil. Since then, aircraft have been designed, manufactured and tested at Westland, including the Lysander, which
was used to transport British agents to Europe during the Second World War. In 1948, the company focused solely on
helicopters and its aircraft have been sent all over the world since then, used in life-saving with Air Ambulance and
Search and Rescue, and deployed in warfare such as Balkans, Iraq and Afghanistan. In this new and updated edition of
A Quiet Country Town, David Gibbings celebrates over 100 years of Westland through an anthology of writings that retell
the company’s history and its special relationship with Yeovil, which has rarely been quiet since the first aircraft took off
from the airfield that now lies at its heart.
A monumental collection of biographies of contemporary naval officers, with details of their careers, first published
between 1823 and 1830.
This book fills an important gap in the literature on the history of the modern Royal Navy. Eric Grove provides the only upto-date, single-authored short history of the service over the last two hundred years, synthesizing the new work and latest
research on the subject which has radically transformed our understanding of the story of British naval development.
Grove offers a concise and authoritative account of Royal Navy policy, structure, technical development and operations
from the end of the Napoleonic Wars to the close of the eventful twentieth century. Ideal for both specialist and general
readers, this essential introduction explains how the Royal Navy maintained its pre-eminent position in the nineteenth
century and how it coped with the more difficult problems of the twentieth, in times of peace and war.
Throughout its history the Royal Navy has been of great importance for the defense of Britain and has over the centuries
entrenched itself in the national psyche, making itself manifest not only through the hero-worship of its principal
characters such as Horatio Nelson and Sir Francis Drake but also finding expression through art, music, and literature.
The Oxford Illustrated History of the Royal Navy is the definitive one-volume history of the Royal Navy. The text has now
been updated for this paperback edition to cover more recent events and developments, covering every aspect of naval
history from the Anglo-Saxon period to the dawn of the new millennium, including terrorist attacks on New York and
Washington and the subsequent retaliation on terrorist bases in Afghanistan. With a full chronology, which has been
brought up to date to the end of 2001, and an extensive list of further reading, this highly illustrated reference book gives
an authoritative and highly readable account of a unique fighting service and its people.
With a full and active service life of more than 40 years with the Royal Navy and the RAF, the Westland Wessex was one
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of the most versatile helicopters of the Cold War era. As a British-built turbine-powered development of the American
Sikorsky H-34, the Westland Wessex was developed and produced under license by Westland Aircraft (later Westland
Helicopters). One of the main differences from Sikorsky's H-34 was the replacement of the piston-engine power plant
with a turboshaft engine. The Wessex was the first helicopter to be produced in large numbers that made use of a gas
turbine engine. Early models were powered by a single Napier Gazelle engine, while later builds used a pair of RollsRoyce Gnome engines.
Introduces the operations of the British Royal Marines, explaining what commandos are and when they were created,
what type of weapons and vehicles are used, and what is involved in becoming a Royal Marine.
The fact that the British Expeditionary Force was evacuated from Dunkirk in May-June 1940 has achieved the status of a
legend. Whilst the part played by the Little Ships in that miracle is equally well known, the role of the Royal Navys
warships the destroyers, minesweepers and personnel ships is often overlooked. Indeed, more than 300,000 troops out
of a total of 338,226, were evacuated from the harbour at Dunkirk in these vessels.In the weeks after Operation Dynamo,
the Admiralty issued an order requiring the Commanding Officers of those British warships involved to submit a report
detailing their actions. Described in their own words, with the events still fresh in their minds, the result is a vivid record of
the chaos, improvisation, skill and bravery that all combined to rescue the basis of an army that helped carry Britain
through the dark months and years that followed. It is a record that forms the basis of this book.
The Military Balance 2013 is the annual assessment of the military capabilities and defence economics of 171 countries
world-wide. New features of the 2013 edition include; reorganised and expanded analytical essays. New sections on
trends in contemporary armed conflicts in Afghanistan and Syria, as well as trends in defence capability areas, with a
focus on equipment, technological or doctrinal developments. There is also an essay on trends in defence economics
and procurement, one on European defence industries, and another on anti-access/area denial, detailed analysis of
regional and national defence policy and economic issues for selected states, updated graphics feature on comparative
defence statistics, with focus on defence economics, and major land, sea and, air capability concerns, tables, graphics
and analysis of defence economics issues, additional national capability summaries, additional data on, land forces:
combat support and combat service support, new graphics and maps on defence capability issues and additional data on
cyber capabilities.
This book tells the story of an incredibly capable naval aircraft, based primarily on the words of those who flew and
maintained it. Beginning with the Lynx's entry into service in 1976, it goes on to discuss its remarkable performance in
the Falklands War. Here it was used in both its primary roles of anti-submarine and anti-surface warfare, as well as
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several others for which it had never been designed, such as Airborne Early Warning and anti-Exocet missile counter
measures. The Lynx has been continuously employed in the Gulf from 1980 until the present day. What is not generally
known is the fact that these aircraft were responsible for effectively destroying the Iraqi navy, sinking over fifteen
warships in a matter of a weeks. All related operational details are included here.Also included are accounts of
operations conducted around the world, including anti-drug interdiction, Arctic deployments, Search and Rescue,
hurricane relief, as well as a few notable mishaps. Also described is the development of the aircraft from the Mark 2 to
the current Mark 8 (SRU), bringing the narrative fully up to date. Although only a snapshot, the stories narrated here offer
the reader a real understanding of the capabilities of an aircraft with a truly remarkable history of service.
The definitive guide to the structure of the modern Royal Navy. Every class of ship, aircraft and vehicle is featured with
brief background, complete specifications and an illustration.
Set up in August 1905, the Royal Fleet Auxiliary was originally a logistic support organization, part of the Navy proper but
run on civilian lines, comprising a miscellaneous and very unglamorous collection of colliers, store ships and harbor craft.
Just over a century later it has evolved beyond recognition: its ships compare in size, cost and sophistication with all but
the largest warships, and the RFA itself has developed into an essential arm of all three Services. It is truly the Fourth
Force as it is known to its own personnel and without it, the current worldwide deployment of British service men and
women would be simply impossible.This book charts the veritable revolution that has overtaken the RFA since the end of
the Second World War. New technology and techniques reflect the rapid growth in the importance of logistics in modern
warfare, while the broadening role of the RFA is to be seen in the history of its operations, many of them little known to
the public. Woven together from a combination of technical ship data, official correspondence and personal recollections,
it is predominantly about the men and women of the RFA and their stories an insight into the underreported history of a
service whose initials unofficially translate as Ready For Anything.
This is the fifth fully revised edition of a book first published in 1970. This longevity is testimony to its enduring value as a
reference work – indeed, ‘Colledge’ (as it is universally known) is still the first stop for anyone wanting more information
on any British warship from the fifteenth century to the present day when only the name is known. Each entry gives
concise details of dimensions, armament and service dates, and its alphabetical and chronological arrangement makes it
easy to track down the right ship (otherwise the Royal Navy’s tradition of re-using the same names can be misleading).
This new 5th edition contains some 200 new entries and revisions to many older entries. These reflect the demise of the
post-Cold War ships as the Royal Navy was shrunk down as part of the peace dividend, and successive defence reviews
saw the loss of significant ships classes such as the Type 42 destroyers, Type 22 frigates and the Illustrious class
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carriers. It is now being re-equipped in the face of new global challenges and has seen the introduction of the Queen
Elizabeth class carriers, the largest ships ever built for the RN; the Type 45 destroyers; and Type 26 frigates and new
patrol ships which will take on more global policing roles. Submarines should not be forgotten and the Cold War S class
and T class are being replaced by the Astute class submarines, and the deterrent role, presently undertaken by the
Vanguard class, is to be carried forward by the Dreadnought class submarines. Also included are the new RFAs which
are increasingly taking on frontline operations to release the small number of escorts to more combative roles. In
addition, there are updates to the Royal Australian, Canadian and New Zealand navies which have programmes to
introduce new destroyers, Arctic patrol vessels, submarines and support ships. Since the death of Jim Colledge, who was
widely respected for his pioneering research on the technical details of warships, his magnum opus has been updated,
corrected and expanded with similar enthusiasm and attention to detail by Ben Warlow, a retired naval officer and author
of a number of books in the field. Some press comments: “A unique reference book which is the automatic starting point
of research on Royal Navy ships.” – Lloyd’s List “This quite invaluable reference tool ” – The Mariner’s Mirror “The book
is absolutely essential in every naval historian’s library.” – Warship World
An insight into the design, construction and operation of the Royal Navy's classic search and rescue helicopter. For more
than 25 years the Agusta Westland Sea King has been that most welcome of sights around the English coast, providing
essential Search and Rescue (SAR) capabilities for those in peril both on land and at sea. The Royal Navy variant - the
Sea King HU Mk 5, which is the main focus of this book - is estimated to have saved literally hundreds of lives. Author
and photographer Lee Howard has been given privileged official access to the Navy's SAR air and ground crews to offer
fascinating insights into operating, flying and maintaining the Sea King.
Since 1900, the Royal Navy has seen vast changes to the way it operates. This book tells the story, not just of defeats
and victories, but also of how the navy has adjusted to over 100 years of rapid technological and social change. The navy
has changed almost beyond recognition since the far-reaching reforms made by Admiral Fisher at the turn of the century.
Fisher radically overhauled the fleet, replacing the nineteenth-century wooden crafts with the latest in modern naval
technology, including battleships (such as the iconic dreadnoughts), aircraft carriers and submarines. In World War I and
World War II, the navy played a central role, especially as unrestricted submarine warfare and supply blockades became
an integral part of twentieth-century combat. However it was the development of nuclear and missile technology during
the Cold War era which drastically changed the face of naval warfare - today the navy can launch sea-based strikes
across thousands of miles to reach targets deep inland. This book navigates the cross currents of over 100 years of
British naval history. As well as operational issues, the authors also consider the symbolism attached to the navy in
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popular culture and the way naval personnel have been treated, looking at the changes in on-board life and service
during the period, as well as the role of women in the navy. In addition to providing full coverage of the Royal Navy's
wartime operations, the authors also consider the functions of the navy in periods of nominal peace - including disaster
relief, diplomacy and exercises. Even in peacetime the Royal Navy had a substantial role to play. Covering the whole
span of naval history from 1900 to the present, this book places the wars and battles fought by the navy within a wider
context, looking at domestic politics, economic issues and international affairs. It will be essential reading for anyone
interested in naval history and operations, as well as military history more generally.
A history of Royal Navy Search and Rescue from the First World War to the present day, illustrated with an amazing
collection of period and contemporary photographs.
Traces the development of the helicopter, describes different models, both commercial and military, and shows how
helicopters are used today
The Falklands Conflict was remarkable for many reasons: it was a hard fought, bloody and short conflict between a
leading NATO power and one of the most capable armed forces in South America; it demonstrated the capabilities of a
range of cutting-edge technologies including nuclear-powered attack submarines, Exocet missiles and Sea Harrier
VSTOL aircraft; and it was fought many thousands of miles away from the Royal Navy's home bases. In this illustrated
study, renowned naval historian Dr Edward Hampshire draws upon the latest available sources to offer a comprehensive
examination of the Falklands naval campaign. Blow-by-blow accounts of key engagements, such as the sinking of the
General Belgrano, the loss of HMS Sheffield, and the landings at San Carlos Bay, are presented alongside lesser known
but equally important naval operations that helped shape the outcome of the conflict.
Beskriver detaljeret en række mellemøstlige landes flystyrker.
The British Army is the UK's second largest operator of military aircraft, fielding more than 300 armed helicopters, fixed
wing surveillance aircraft and unmanned aerial vehicles. Its aviation units have been in the forefront of UK combat air
operations in Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan between 1999 and 2010.HRH Prince Harry was recently awarded his 'wings'
to allow him to begin training as an Apache attack helicopter pilot, further raising the profile of British Army aviation.This
book will look at the current units and equipment used by British Army aviation elements of the Army Air Corps (which
operates helicopters and fixed wing aircraft) and Royal Artillery (which operates unmanned aerial vehicles or drones). It
will provide a detailed account of British Army aviation operations, drawing on first hand accounts of army personnel and
commanders, official records and the author's observations from war zones.
This book tells the story of the first helicopter in the world designed from the outset to be deployed at sea, in Destroyers
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and Frigates. It is primarily based on the words of those who operated it. Designed from the outset to cope with the
restricted space of a warship both for stowage and flight operations it proved an immediate success. Its original role was
to act as a weapon carrier to launch torpedoes and depth charges on submarine contacts out of range of the parent ships
weapons range. Soon, it also took on a second primary role of air to surface attack using wire guided missiles. The
flexibility of the machine was such that it was able to conduct a plethora of secondary roles from visual search to
collecting the all-important ships mail. Wherever the Royal Navy was deployed on operations a Wasp was there. The
book has accounts of operations around the world particularly during the Cold War of the Seventies and the Falklands
War where amongst other things it had the honour of being the first RN platform ever, to fire a guided missile at a surface
target.However the story doesnt end there. Although the aircraft went out of service in the Royal Navy in 1988, it
continued to operate with other navies around the world. To this day there are still several airworthy examples flying. The
second part of the book gives accounts of these machines and brings the story of the Wasp completely up to date.
This book suggests that institutional culture can account for a great deal of the activities and rationale of the Royal Navy.
War highlights the role of culture in military organizations and as such acts as a spotlight by which this phenomenon can
be assessed seperately and then in comparison in order to demonstrate the influence of institutional culture on strategy.
Soldiers and journalists alike wasted no time in telling the story of the campaign to recapture the Falkland Islands after
the Argentinian invasion in April, 1982. Almost without exception, however, they are concerned largely on the role of the
Army, for it was the part they played which particularly fired the public imagination, and it may be said that the role of the
Royal and Merchant Navies, the abiding images of which are for many the pictures of the exploding frigate Antelope, and
the burning Atlantic Conveyor, has hitherto been overshadowed by the yomping of the Marines and the exploits of certain
gentleman of the press. Yet none of them would have been there at all had the Royal Navy not provided the necessary
transport, not to mention air cover and bombardment support. In the book David Brown, head of what was formally the
Naval Historical Branch at the Ministry of Defence, tells in full for the first time the extraordinary story of how the fleet was
assembeled; of how merchant-ships from luxury liners such as the Canberra to cargo-carriers of every description were
'Taken Up Form Trade' and, in a staggeringly short time, converted to their new role. He describes the stupendous
problems presented by the assembling, and stowing, of the thousands of tons of stores and equipment needed by the
Expeditionary Forces and the way in which these problems were dealt with.
The essential historical reference on British warships—fully revised. “Right at the top of the ‘must have’ list . . . A book
which will get much use ” (Royal Navy and Maritime Book Reviews). This is the fourth fully revised edition of a book first
published in 1970. This longevity is testimony to its enduring value as a reference work—indeed, “Colledge,” as the book
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is universally known, is still the first stop for anyone wanting more information on any British warship from the fifteenth
century to the present day when only the name is known. Each entry gives concise details of dimensions, armament, and
service dates, and its alphabetical and chronological arrangement makes it easy to track down the right ship—otherwise
the Royal Navy’s tradition of reusing the same names can be misleading. When originally published, the second of the
two volumes was devoted to minor fighting ships and hired and requisitioned vessels. For the third edition, published in
one volume, this material was omitted, but for this edition, all the genuine fighting ships—like the numbered Coastal
Forces craft—have been restored, resulting in a convenient but comprehensive single-volume listing of all significant
vessels. Since the death of Jim Colledge, who was widely respected for his pioneering research on the technical details
of warships, his magnum opus has been updated, corrected, and expanded with similar enthusiasm and attention to
detail by Ben Warlow, a retired naval officer and author of a number of books in the field. “An amazing and immensely
valuable work of dedicated and persistent research.” —Baird Maritime
The Westland Lynx is the Royal Navy's agile, versatile, multi-role combat ship-borne helicopter that has been in service
around the world for over 40 years, from Antarctica to the Gulf and Caribbean. During that time it has fought in wars,
provided humanitarian assistance and has been used for geological survey work. Aviation engineer and author Lee
Howard was on the MOD's Lynx Project Team for many years and as such he has a unique insider-knowledge of how
the Lynx works and what it has done in its long service life with the Royal Navy.
Patrick O'Brian brought up to date and a British 'Top Gun'. Royal Navy Lynx helicopter pilot, Lieutenant Jon Hunt, is
thrust into the maelstrom of the Falklands War. He is ordered to fly a secret mission into Argentina to contact a French
engineer to convince him to sabotage Argentina's deadly Exocet missiles. As the war hots up, Argentina desperately tries
to make their missiles more effective and the British try just as desperately to develop countermeasures. Meanwhile, Jon
Hunt discovers what it's really like to fly in combat. Eventually, the French engineer and his Argentinian girlfriend find
themselves in the Islands just as the British are closing in. In appalling weather, Jon undertakes a rescue attempt which
culminates in a desperate encounter in the mountains surrounding Port Stanley just as the final fight for the Islands takes
place around them.The book is based on the author's own experience of flying his Lynx from HMS Andromeda in 1982
and many other true stories from the Falklands War that have never been told before.This is the first in the best-selling
'Jon Hunt' series about the modern Royal Navy and the momentous events of the end of the twentieth century. Not just
military fiction but thrillers in their own right, they are all based on the author's own military experience.
There is no current warship in the Royal Navy called HMS London, but vessels carrying the name have featured for
better or worse in some of the most controversial episodes of British naval history.For example, the wooden wall
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battleship HMS London of the late 18th Century could be called the ship that lost America while the heavy cruiser of
WW2 was command vessel for the escort force that failed to safeguard the controversial convoy PQ17.In HMS London
the true stories behind those headlines are told, not least providing a grim insider perspective on the Arctic convoys,
which literally broke the heavy cruiser in addition to demoralizing the sailors and marines who sailed in her.It is, however,
a tale of triumphing over the dark satanic seas of the Arctic, of learning from the mistakes of PQ17 and ultimately
enduring in the face of the enemy, the elements and an ungrateful Stalin.Examining the stories of HMS Londons all the
way from the English Civil War, through the Battle of Copenhagen in 1801—where Nelson famously ignored signals to
break off the action displayed by HMS London—we also learn of the pre-dreadnought Londons participation in the ill-fated
Dardanelles campaign of WW1.Iain Ballantynes fascinating and lively account of the lives of British warships named
London primarily looks at history from the perspective of the men who were there, including her post-WW2 mission under
a storm of fire from Chinese communist forces to rescue the frigate Amethyst. In addition to research in various archives,
among the people Iain interviewed for the book were veterans of the Arctic convoys of WW2, the Yangtse Incident and
warriors of the Cold War and 1991 Gulf War. It all adds up to a thoroughly researched and exciting narrative of naval
history.Adding to the authenticity of the tale, Iain even sailed to Russia in the last HMS London, a Type 22 guided-missile
frigate, in August 1991. During a WW2 convoy re-enactment the ship was almost hit by a practice torpedo launched from
a Soviet submarine and had to take evasive action.
'I couldn't see the tank. I couldn't see it... Someone was screaming over the radio. "Scream all you want, I still can't see
it," I said to my pilot. The next explosion was so close it lifted my chest armour off my body in the shock wave. The noise
brought me back to my awful reality. I looked out of the sight to see the shattered cockpit glass. The next one would be it
and we knew it.' Lieutenant Commander James Newton survived and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for his
bravery. In a career that has seen him on operations over Bosnia, Sierra Leone, Northern Ireland and most recently Iraq,
Newton is no stranger to being shot at. He has flown all the aircraft the Navy has and even ones it doesn't. Thrilling, fastpaced and an adrenaline-fuelled adventure, Armed Action is a fascinating insight into life in the air.
This design history of post-war British warship development, based on both declassified documentation and personal
experience, is the fourth and final volume in the author’s masterly account of development of Royal Navy’s ships from the
1850s to the Falklands War. In this volume the author covers the period in which he himself worked as a Naval
Constructor, while this personal knowledge is augmented by George Moore’s in-depth archival research on recently
declassified material. The RN fleet in 1945 was old and worn out, while new threats and technologies, and post-war
austerity called for new solutions. How designers responded to these unprecedented challenges is the central theme of
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this book. It covers the ambitious plans for the conversion or replacement of the bigger ships; looks at all the new
construction, from aircraft carriers, through destroyers and frigates, to submarines (including nuclear and strategic), to
minesweepers and small craft. The authors pay particular attention to the innovations introduced, and analyses the
impact of the Falklands War. At the start of the twenty-first century the Royal Navy is still a powerful and potent force with
new and a number of innovative classes, both surface and sub-surface, coming on stream. This book offers a fascinating
insight into how the post-war fleet developed and adapted to the changing role of the Navy.
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