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The Scramble For China Foreign Devils In The Qing Empire 1832 1914
This riveting "biography of a nobody" offers a rare view of empire from the bottom up and a glimpse of the making of modern
China. Robert Bickers mines the letters of Richard Tinkler along with archival files to create a fascinating and much-needed
narrative of everyday life in the colonial world and an unvarnished portrait of the colonial experience that will permanently affect
our view of it.
From the harrowing situation of migrants trying to cross the Mediterranean in rubber dinghies to the crisis on the US-Mexico
border, mass migration is one of the most urgent issues facing our societies today. At the same time, viable solutions seem ever
more remote, with the increasing polarization of public attitudes and political positions. In this book, Stephen Smith focuses on
‘young Africa’ – 40 per cent of its population are under fifteen – anda dramatic demographic shift. Today, 510 million people live
inside EU borders, and 1.25 billion people in Africa. In 2050, 450 million Europeans will face 2.5 billion Africans – five times their
number. The demographics are implacable. The scramble for Europe will become as inexorable as the ‘scramble for Africa’ was
at the end of the nineteenth century, when 275 million people lived north and only 100 million lived south of the Mediterranean.
Then it was all about raw materials and national pride, now it is about young Africans seeking a better life on the Old Continent,
the island of prosperity within their reach. If Africa’s migratory patterns follow the historic precedents set by other less developed
parts of the world, in thirty years a quarter of Europe’s population will beAfro-Europeans. Addressingthe question of how Europe
cancope with an influx of this magnitude, Smith argues for a path between the two extremes of today’s debate. He
advocatesmigratory policies of ‘good neighbourhood’ equidistant from guilt-ridden self-denial and nativist egoism. This sobering
analysis of the migration challenges we now face will be essential reading for anyone concerned with the great social and political
questions of our time.
This book presents a wide range of new research on the Chinese treaty ports – the key strategic places on China’s coast where in
the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries various foreign powers controlled, through "unequal treaties", whole cities or parts of
cities, outside the jurisdiction of the Chinese authorities. Topics covered include land and how it was acquired, the flow of people,
good and information, specific individuals and families who typify life in the treaty ports, and technical advances, exploration, and
innovation in government.
Once marginalized in the world economy, the past decade has seen Africa emerge as a major global supplier of crucial raw
materials like oil, uranium and coltan. With its share of world trade and investment now rising and the availability of natural
resources falling, the continent finds itself at the centre of a battle to gain access to and control of its valuable natural assets.
China's role in Africa has loomed particularly large in recent years, but there is now a new scramble taking place involving a wider
range of established and emerging economic powers from the EU and US to Japan, Brazil and Russia. This book explores the
nature of resource and market competition in Africa and the strategies adopted by the different actors involved - be they world
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powers or small companies. Focusing on key commodities, the book examines the dynamics of the new scramble and the impact
of current investment and competition on people, the environment, and political and economic development on the continent. New
theories, particularly the idea of Chinese "flexigemony" are developed to explain how resources and markets are accessed. While
resource access is often the primary motive for increased engagement, the continent also offers a growing market for low-priced
goods from Asia and Asian-owned companies. Individual chapters explore old and new economic power interests in Africa; oil,
minerals, timber, biofuels, food and fisheries; and the nature and impacts of Asian investment in manufacturing and other sectors.
The New Scramble for Africa will be essential reading for students of African studies, international relations, and resource politics
as well as anyone interested in current affairs.
Through a series of lively and absorbing portraits of iconic modern Chinese leaders and thinkers, two of today’s foremost
specialists on China provide a panoramic narrative of this country’s rise to preeminence that is at once analytical and personal.
How did a nation, after a long and painful period of dynastic decline, intellectual upheaval, foreign occupation, civil war, and
revolution, manage to burst forth onto the world stage with such an impressive run of hyperdevelopment and wealth
creation—culminating in the extraordinary dynamism of China today? Wealth and Power answers this question by examining the
lives of eleven influential officials, writers, activists, and leaders whose contributions helped create modern China. This fascinating
survey begins in the lead-up to the first Opium War with Wei Yuan, the nineteenth-century scholar and reformer who was one of
the first to urge China to borrow ideas from the West. It concludes in our time with human-rights advocate and Nobel Peace Prize
laureate Liu Xiaobo, an outspoken opponent of single-party rule. Along the way, we meet such titans of Chinese history as the
Empress Dowager Cixi, public intellectuals Feng Guifen, Liang Qichao, and Chen Duxiu, Nationalist stalwarts Sun Yat-sen and
Chiang Kai-shek, and Communist Party leaders Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping, and Zhu Rongji. The common goal that unites all of
these disparate figures is their determined pursuit of fuqiang, “wealth and power.” This abiding quest for a restoration of national
greatness in the face of a “century of humiliation” at the hands of the Great Powers came to define the modern Chinese character.
It’s what drove both Mao and Deng to embark on root-and-branch transformations of Chinese society, first by means of MarxismLeninism, then by authoritarian capitalism. And this determined quest remains the key to understanding many of China’s actions
today. By unwrapping the intellectual antecedents of today’s resurgent China, Orville Schell and John Delury supply much-needed
insight into the country’s tortured progression from nineteenth-century decline to twenty-first-century boom. By looking backward
into the past to understand forces at work for hundreds of years, they help us understand China today and the future that this
singular country is helping shape for all of us. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY ST. LOUIS POSTDISPATCH “Superb . . . beautifully written and neatly structured.”—Financial Times “[An] engaging narrative of the intellectual and
cultural origins of China’s modern rise.”—The New York Times Book Review “Informative and insightful . . . a must-read for
anyone with an interest in the world’s fastest-rising superpower.”—Slate “It does a better job than most other books of answering a
basic question the rest of the world naturally asks about China’s recent rise: What does China want?”—The Atlantic “The portraits
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are beautifully written and bring to life not only their subjects but also the mood and intellectual debates of the times in which they
lived.”—Foreign Affairs “Excellent and erudite . . . [The authors] combine scholarly learning with a reportorial appreciation of
colorful, revealing details.”—The National Interest
In African Countries and the Global Scramble for China, Mbaidjol engages the reader, from African perspectives and African
People’s interests, in a theme that is currently fuelling international relations debates.
China’s new nationalism is rooted not in its present power but in shameful memories of its former weaknesses. Invaded,
humiliated, and looted by foreign powers in the past, China looks out at the twenty-first century through the lens of the past two
centuries. History matters deeply to Beijing’s current rulers, and Robert Bickers explains why.
Table of contents
During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the imperial powers—principally Britain, the United States, Russia, France,
Germany and Japan—signed treaties with China to secure trading, residence and other rights in cities on the coast, along important
rivers, and in remote places further inland. The largest of them—the great treaty ports of Shanghai and Tientsin—became modern
cities of international importance, centres of cultural exchange and safe havens for Chinese who sought to subvert the Qing
government. They are also lasting symbols of the uninvited and often violent incursions by foreign powers during China’s century
of weakness. The extraterritorial privileges that underpinned the treaty ports were abolished in 1943—a time when much of the
treaty port world was under Japanese occupation. China’s Foreign Places provides a historical account of the hundred or more
major foreign settlements that appeared in China during the period 1840 to 1943. Most of the entries are about treaty ports, large
and small, but the book also includes colonies, leased territories, resorts and illicit centres of trade. Information has been drawn
from a wide range of sources and entries are arranged alphabetically with extensive illustrations and maps. China’s Foreign
Places is both a unique work of reference, essential for scholars of this period and travellers to modern China. It is also a
fascinating account of the people, institutions and businesses that inhabited China’s treaty port world.
In Donald J. Trump and China John F. Copper assesses the relationship between two paramount world powers—the United States
and China. Copper examines how Donald Trump views China’s importance as a rising world power and as a country that Trump
could forge a balanced trade policy alongside.
China has emerged as a member of the elite club of nations who are powerful at both global poles. Polar states are global giants,
strong in military, scientific, and economic terms. The concept of a polar great power is relatively unknown in international relations
studies; yet China, a rising power globally, is now widely using this term to categorize its aspirations and emphasize the
significance of the polar regions to their national interests. China's focus on becoming a polar great power represents a
fundamental re-orientation - a completely new way of imagining the world. China's push into these regions encompasses maritime
and nuclear security, the frontlines of climate change research, and the possibility of a resources bonanza. As shown in this book,
China's growing strength at the poles will be a game-changer for a number of strategic vulnerabilities that could shift the global
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balance of power in significant and unexpected ways.
With a focus on China, the United States, and India, this book examines the economic ambitions of the second space race. The
authors argue that space ambitions are informed by a combination of factors, including available resources, capability, elite
preferences, and talent pool. The authors demonstrate how these influences affect the development of national space programs
as well as policy and law.
This book offers a comprehensive examination of China–South Korea relations after their diplomatic normalization in 1992, paying
close attention to the most recent controversies in the bilateral relationship after the turn of the century. Inspired by the sharp
contrast between their booming economic exchanges and declining political relations in recent years, this book posits that the socalled “end of China–South Korea honeymoon” actually reflects two emerging features in the bilateral relationship. The first is a
process of strategic adjustments in East Asia prompted by the new reality of a rising China, and to a lesser extent, a rising South
Korea. The second regards both countries’ domestic politics: traditional state autonomy in foreign policymaking is being
challenged by better-informed and more assertive general publics who raise, frame, and highlight issues and effectively press their
governments for action. In this book, the developments of China–South Korea relations are analyzed from a broader historical and
theoretical perspective. Historically, the developments in the bilateral relationship are seen as a sign of transitions in a changing
internal and external context. Theoretically, a comprehensive framework is constructed to integrate intergovernmental interactions
(conventional diplomacy), semi- and non-official contacts (public diplomacy), and each country’s domestic political institutions.
The analysis reveals a complicated and dynamic process that defines the bilateral relationship in the new century.
For more than twenty years after the Communist Revolution in 1949, China and most of the western world had no diplomats in
each others' capitals and no direct way to communicate. Then, in July 1971, Henry Kissinger arrived secretly in Beijing on a
mission which quickly led to the reopening of relations between China and the West and changed the course of post-war history.
For the past forty years, Kissinger has maintained close relations with successive generations of Chinese leaders, and has
probably been more intimately connected with China at the highest level than any other western figure. This book distils his unique
experience and long study of the 'Middle Kingdom', examining China's history from the classical era to the present day, and
explaining why it has taken the extraordinary course that it has. The book concentrates on the decades since 1949, presenting
brilliantly drawn portraits of Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, Deng Xiaoping and other Chinese leaders, and reproducing verbatim
Kissinger's conversations with each of them. But Kissinger's eye rarely leaves the long continuum of Chinese history: he describes
the essence of China's approach to diplomacy, strategy and negotiation, and the remarkable ways in which Communist-era
statesmen have drawn on methods honed over millennia. At the end of the book, Kissinger reflects on these attitudes for our own
era of economic interdependence and an uncertain future. On China is written with great authority, complete accessibility and with
many wider reflections on statecraft and diplomacy distilled from years of experience. At a moment when the rest of the world is
thinking about China more than ever before, this timely book offers insights that no other can.
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Examines the images, hopes, and fears that were evoked during China’s century-long subservience to external powers.
"The United States is in the midst of a bruising debate about its role in the world. Not since the interwar era have Americans been
so divided over the scope and nature of their engagement abroad. President Donald Trump's America First approach to foreign
policy certainly amplified the controversy. His isolationist, unilateralist, protectionist, and anti-immigrant proclivities marked a sharp
break with the brand of internationalism that the country had embraced since World War II. But Trump's election was a symptom
as much as a cause of the nation's rethink of its approach to the world. Decades of war in the Middle East with little to show for it,
rising inequality and the hollowing out of the nation's manufacturing sector, political paralysis over how to fix a dysfunctional
immigration policy--these and other trends have been causing Americans to ask legitimate questions about whether U.S. grand
strategy has been working to their benefit. Adding to the urgent and passionate nature of this conversation is China's rise and the
threat it poses to the liberal international order that took shape during the era of the West's material and ideological dominance.
Isolationism speaks directly to this unfolding debate over the future of the nation's engagement with the world. It does so primarily
by looking back, by probing America's isolationist past. Although most Americans know little about it, the United States in fact has
an impressive isolationist pedigree. In his Farewell Address of 1796, President George Washington set the young nation on a clear
course: "It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign world." The isolationist impulse
embraced by Washington and the other Founders guided the nation for much of its history prior to the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor in 1941"-This book posits that when foreign actors face high opportunity costs of intervention in a weak state, their behavior may foster state
sovereignty. This occurs as foreign actors work with local groups to avoid their worst fear, domination of the polity by rivals. Drawing from
primary and secondary sources, Ja Ian Chong examines this argument by considering China, Indonesia, and Thailand between the late
nineteenth and mid-twentieth centuries. The book augments existing perspectives on nationalism, sovereignty, and state formation by
introducing insights from research on foreign intervention and local collaboration.
Pax Britannica to Pax Americana is the story of the British Empire from its late-nineteenth century flowering to its present extinction. Louis
traces the British Empire from the scramble for Africa, the turbulent imperial history of the Second World War in Asia, and the mid-20th
century rush to independence to the Suez crisis, the icon of empire's end. It forms the ideal platform from which to examine the aims and
outcome of empire. This authoritative and highly engaging history appears at a time when interest in the history of the British Empire has,
ironically, never been stronger, making Ends of British Imperialism a must-read item for both scholar and general reader.
As American generals and diplomats accepted Japan's surrender on the deck of the U.S.S. Missouri in September 1945, allied combatants
wrestled for power in the new post-war world. The decisions made to effect Japan's surrender entangled U.S. forces on the mainland of Asia
for the next two years, and helped shape the next several decades of international relations in the Far East. Marc Gallicchio expertly
examines the diplomatic, military, and economic struggles in which the United States, China, and the Soviet Union were pitted in the
immediate aftermath of victory over Japan. The Allied victory was but a prelude to an American search for a lasting peace across Asia,
stretching from Korea to Vietnam and out to the Pacific atolls. In seeking to shape events on the mainland, the administration of Harry S.
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Truman confronted the anomalous nature of American power. The military operations undertaken by the United States in the early days of
post-war peace affected developments in Asia in unexpected ways. As Gallicchio makes clear, Americans would soon find that the scramble
for Asia from 1945 to 1947 had set the stage for future conflict in the region.
Using a Caribbean case study and a Constructivist theoretical approach, The Myth of China’s No Strings Attached Development Assistance
shows that the frequently mentioned “no strings attached” nature of China’s development assistance to its partners in the Global South is
nothing more than a myth. This claim is supported by empirical data from Trinidad and Tobago and by comparisons with similar situations in
Africa and Latin America. On their basis, the authors propose a critical re-reading of a reality that many scholars are accustomed to watch
through the reassuring but distorting lens of academic routine. Despite contrary claims in the literature, Beijing’s development assistance to
the Commonwealth Caribbean states is accompanied by clear political, economic, and social conditionalities. Through them, China is
constructing a cognitive and normative space conducive to a new regional order that should be politically friendly, economically profitable,
and socially open to its government, companies, and citizens.
A blueprint for doing business successfully in the rapidly growing Chinese consumer market shares insight into China's remarkable
emergence as a global economic power, the nation's seemingly contradictory business practices, and the experiences of high-profile foreign
companies and businesspeople. Reprint. 40,000 first printing.
The year is 1900, and Western empires—both old and new—are locked in regional entanglements across the globe. The British are losing a
bitter war against the Boers while the German kaiser is busy building a vast new navy. The United States is struggling to put down an
insurgency in the South Pacific while the upstart imperialist Japan begins to make clear to neighboring Russia its territorial ambition. In China,
a perennial pawn in the Great Game, a mysterious group of superstitious peasants is launching attacks on the Western powers they fear are
corrupting their country. These ordinary Chinese—called Boxers by the West because of their martial arts showmanship—rise up, seemingly
out of nowhere. Foreshadowing the insurgencies of the more recent past, they lack a centralized leadership and instead tap into latent
nationalism and deep economic frustration to build their army. Their battle cry: "Support the Qing, exterminate the foreigners." Many scholars
brush off the Boxers as an ill-conceived and easily defeated revolt, but the military historian David J. Silbey shows just how close they came
to beating back the combined might of all the imperial powers. Drawing on the diaries and letters of allied soldiers and diplomats, Silbey
paints a vivid portrait of the short-lived war. Even though their cause ended just as quickly as it began, the bravery and patriotism of the
Boxers would inspire Chinese nationalists—including a young Mao Zedong—for decades to come.
In the late 1800s and early 1900s, colonial powers clashed over much of Central and East Asia: Great Britain and Germany fought over New
Guinea, the Bismarck Archipelago, Fiji, and Samoa; France and Great Britain competed over control of continental Southwest Asia; and the
United States annexed the Philippines and Hawaii. Meanwhile, the possible disintegration of China and Japan’s growing nationalism added
new dimensions to the rivalries. Surveying these and other international developments in the Pacific basin during the three decades
preceding World War I, Kees van Dijk traces the emergence of superpowers during the colonial race and analyzes their conduct as they
struggled for territory. Extensive in scope, Pacific Strife is a fascinating look at a volatile moment in history.
From 1854 to 1952, the Chinese Maritime Customs Service delivered one-third to one-half of all revenue available to China’s central
authorities. Much more than a tax collector, the institution managed China’s harbors and surveyed the Chinese coast. It oversaw a college
training Chinese diplomats; translated legal, philosophical, economic, and scientific documents; organized contributions to international
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exhibitions; and pioneered China’s modern postal system. After the 1911 Revolution, the agency began managing China’s international
loans and domestic bond issues, and in the 1930s, it created a coast guard to combat smuggling. The Customs Service was central to
China’s post-Taiping entrance into the world of modern nation-states and twentieth-century trade and finance, and this is the first
comprehensive history of the Customs Service’s activities and truly cosmopolitan nature. At times, the Service kept China together when little
else did.

Although Africa has long been known to be rich in oil, extracting it hadn’t seemed worth the effort and risk until recently. But with
the price of Middle Eastern crude oil skyrocketing and advancing technology making reserves easier to tap, the region has
become the scene of a competition between major powers that recalls the nineteenth-century scramble for colonization there. But
what does this giddy new oil boom mean—for America, for the world, for Africans themselves?John Ghazvinian traveled through
twelve African countries—from Sudan to Congo to Angola—talking to warlords, industry executives, bandits, activists, priests,
missionaries, oil-rig workers, scientists, and ordinary people whose lives have been transformed—not necessarily for the better—by
the riches beneath their feet. The result is a high-octane narrative that reveals the challenges, obstacles, reasons for despair, and
reasons for hope emerging from one of the world’s energy hot spots.
'Powerful, astute and readable . . . meticulously researched, and written with flair and feeling' John Keay, Literary Review From
opium wars, conquest and rebellion to the end of the Qing imperial dynasty, the history of the European colonial 'scramble' for
China is one of brutality and idealism, oppression and adventure - a story that is still central to the country's image of itself today.
Robert Bickers' extraordinary book tells this epic story from both European and Chinese viewpoints, as 'foreign devils' gathered
around China's weakened empire and tried to build a new world. 'At every airport bookshop, the traveller is offered shelves of
volumes that purport to tell us how an emerging, powerful China will deal with the world. Those who wish to understand these
issues more closely might be better advised to read this fair and fascinating account' Chris Patten, Financial Times 'Packed with
interesting stories from a range of official and unofficial sources, The Scramble For China at times reads like historical fiction,
veering at times into action-packed tales of intrigue. Throughout it maintains a humanity and sympathy for many of the individuals
depicted in its pages' Beijing Today
"Tangled Titans offers the most current and comprehensive assessment available of United States-China relations. In this
definitive book, leading experts consider the past, present, and future of this complex relationship through an in-depth exploration
of its historical, domestic, bilateral, regional, and global contexts. Never in modern history have two great powers been so deeply
intertwined, yet so suspicious and potentially antagonistic. Readers will find Tangled Titans essential reading to understand the
current dynamics and future direction of relations between the world's two most important powers."--Page 4 of cover.
China has recently emerged as one of Africa’s top business partners, aggressively pursuing its raw materials and establishing a
mighty presence in the continent’s booming construction market. Among major foreign investors in Africa, China has stirred the
most fear, hope, and controversy. For many, the specter of a Chinese neocolonial scramble is looming, while for others China is
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Africa’s best chance at economic renewal. Yet, global debates about China in Africa have been based more on rhetoric than on
empirical evidence. Ching Kwan Lee’s The Specter of Global China is the first comparative ethnographic study that addresses the
critical question: Is Chinese capital a different kind of capital? Offering the clearest look yet at China’s state-driven investment in
Africa, this book is rooted in six years of extensive fieldwork in copper mines and construction sites in Zambia, Africa’s copper
giant. Lee shadowed Chinese, Indian, and South African managers in underground mines, interviewed Zambian miners and
construction workers, and worked with Zambian officials. Distinguishing carefully between Chinese state capital and global private
capital in terms of their business objectives, labor practices, managerial ethos, and political engagement with the Zambian state
and society, she concludes that Chinese state investment presents unique potential and perils for African development. The
Specter of Global China will be a must-read for anyone interested in the future of China, Africa, and capitalism worldwide.
In 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping unveiled what would come to be known as the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)—a global
development strategy involving infrastructure projects and associated financing throughout the world, including Asia, Africa, the
Middle East, Europe, and the Americas. While the Chinese government has framed the plan as one promoting transnational
connectivity, critics and security experts see it as part of a larger strategy to achieve global dominance. Rivers of Iron examines
one aspect of President Xi Jinping’s “New Era”: China’s effort to create an intercountry railway system connecting China and its
seven Southeast Asian neighbors (Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam). This book
illuminates the political strengths and weaknesses of the plan, as well as the capacity of the impacted countries to resist, shape,
and even take advantage of China’s wide-reaching actions. Using frameworks from the fields of international relations and
comparative politics, the authors of Rivers of Iron seek to explain how domestic politics in these eight Asian nations shaped their
varying external responses and behaviors. How does China wield power using infrastructure? Do smaller states have agency?
How should we understand the role of infrastructure in broader development? Does industrial policy work? And crucially, how
should competing global powers respond?
This book seeks to explore wide-ranging studies of international relations theory, Sinology, Asian security, and Chinese foreign
policy. It targets university libraries, research institutes, and think-tanks around the world.
Documents the burgeoning Chinese presence in Africa to examine China's potentially world-changing role in reshaping Africa's
culture and economy.
In the twenty-first century, democracies across the globe are in crisis. The strength of basic democratic institutions and core
enduring political principles and values are eroding in key regions and countries. Authoritarian regimes are rising and populist
leaders are emerging. Democracy in Crisis across the World weaves threads of history and politics in two parts to analyze how
long this trend may last and what the future may bring. By first examining the state of democracy in Sub-Saharan Africa, Eastern
Europe, Western Europe, Latin America, and the Middle East and North Africa, the second part of the collection highlights to
democratic trajectory of India, China, Russia, and the United States. Ending with a look at how the world’s governments have
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responded to the coronavirus pandemic, contributors argue that unless democracy is defended with resolution and nurtured with
resilience, it will fall.

"First published in the United Kingdom by Macmillan, an imprint of Pan Macmillan"--Title page verso.
From its origins in Liverpool in 1816, one unusual British firm has threaded a way through two centuries that have seen
tumultuous events and epochal transformations in technologies and societies. John Swire & Sons, a small trading
company that began by importing dyes, cotton and apples from the Americas, now directs a highly diversified group of
interests operating across the globe but with a core focus on Asia. From 1866 its fate was intertwined with developments
in China, with the story of steam, and later of flight, and with the movements of people and of goods that made the
modern world. China Bound charts the story of the firm, its family owners and staff, its operations, its successes and its
disasters, as it endured wars, uprisings and revolutions, the rise and fall of empires - China's, Britain's, Japan's – and the
twists and turns of the global economy. This is the story of a business that reshaped Hong Kong, developed Cathay
Pacific Airways, dominated China's pre-Second World War shipping industry, and helped pioneer containerization.
Robert Bickers' remarkable new book is the history of a business, and of its worlds, of modern China, Britain, and of the
globalization that entangled them, of compradors, ship-owners, and seamen, sugar travellers, tea-tasters, and stuff
merchants, revolutionaries, pirates and Taipans. Essential reading for anyone with an interest in global commerce, China
Bound provides an intimate history that helps explain the shape of Asia today.
Should we stop caring about fading regional powers like China, Russia, Germany, and Iran? Will the collapse of
international cooperation push France, Turkey, Japan, and Saudi Arabia to the top of international concerns? Most
countries and companies are not prepared for the world Peter Zeihan says we’re already living in. For decades,
America’s allies have depended on its might for their economic and physical security. But as a new age of American
isolationism dawns, the results will surprise everyone. In Disunited Nations, geopolitical strategist Peter Zeihan presents
a series of counterintuitive arguments about the future of a world where trade agreements are coming apart and
international institutions are losing their power. Germany will decline as the most powerful country in Europe, with France
taking its place. Every country should prepare for the collapse of China, not North Korea. We are already seeing, as
Zeihan predicts, a shift in outlook on the Middle East: it is no longer Iran that is the region’s most dangerous threat, but
Saudi Arabia. The world has gotten so accustomed to the “normal” of an American-dominated order that we have all
forgotten the historical norm: several smaller, competing powers and economic systems throughout Europe and Asia.
America isn’t the only nation stepping back from the international system. From Brazil to Great Britain to Russia, leaders
are deciding that even if plenty of countries lose in the growing disunited chaos, their nations will benefit. The world isn’t
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falling apart—it’s being pushed apart. The countries and businesses prepared for this new every-country-for-itself ethic
are those that will prevail; those shackled to the status quo will find themselves lost in the new world disorder. Smart,
interesting, and essential reading, Disunited Nations is a sure-to-be-controversial guidebook that analyzes the emerging
shifts and resulting problems that will arise in the next two decades. We are entering a period of chaos, and no political or
corporate leader can ignore Zeihan’s insights or his message if they want to survive and thrive in this uncertain new
time.
The "war on terror" has generated a scramble for expertise on Islamic or Asian "culture" and revived support for area
studies, but it has done so at the cost of reviving the kinds of dangerous generalizations that area studies have rightly
been accused of. This book provides a much-needed perspective on area studies, a perspective that is attentive to both
manifestations of "traditional culture" and the new global relationships in which they are being played out. The authors
shake off the shackles of the orientalist legacy but retain a close reading of local processes. They challenge the
boundaries of China and question its study from different perspectives, but believe that area studies have a role to play if
their geographies are studied according to certain common problems. In the case of China, the book shows the diverse
array of critical but solidly grounded research approaches that can be used in studying a society. Its approach neither
trivializes nor dismisses the elusive effects of culture, and it pays attention to both the state and the multiplicity of voices
that challenge it.
This book looks at how China and India's growing interests in Central Asia disrupt the traditional Russia-U.S. 'Great
Game' at the heart of the old continent. In the years to come, both Asian powers are looking to redeploy their rivalry on
the Central Asian and Afghan theatres on a geopolitical, but also political and economic level.
This book examines Sino-African relations with a focus on China's active role in fostering economic and infrastructural
development in Africa. It discusses the neo-colonialist implications of this relationship and the consequences for both
sides.
In the early nineteenth century China remained almost untouched by British and European powers - but as new
technology started to change this balance, foreigners gathered like wolves around the weakening Qing Empire. Would
the Chinese suffer the fate of much of the rest of the world, carved into pieces by Europeans? Or could they adapt rapidly
enough to maintain their independence? This important and compelling book explains the roots of China's complex
relationship with the West by illuminating a dramatic, colourful and sometimes shocking period of the country's history.
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