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The Scramble For The Arctic Ownership Exploitation And Conflict In The Far North
This pivot describes the ups and downs of Norwegian High North politics since the end of the Cold War. It considers how political interest in
the Arctic has been growing rapidly in the international community as states stake their claim to areas of the continental shelf in the Arctic
Ocean, and focuses on Russia’s actions, as the Arctic state with the longest shoreline and the only one outside NATO. The author argues
that among the Western countries, Norway has the most extensive experience in tackling Russia in the Arctic, and the neighbourhood with
the Russian Bear invariably shapes foreign policy, notably in matters of security, and how foreign policy concerns are intertwined with
economic motives, be that hopes of access to the big Russian market or to the oil and gas fields on the Russian Arctic shelf. To achieve the
combined goal of security and business, the Norwegian Government has regularly orchestrated “Arctic waves” to direct the attention of local,
national and international politicians and businesses to the alleged opportunities of the North. In this book, the author takes us through “the
Great Barents Awakening” of the 1990s, “the Great High North Enchantment” of the early 2000s and recent years’ “Arctic wave” in
Norwegian foreign policy.
This book is based on presentations from the Conference ‘Arctic Marine Resource Governance’ held in Reykjavik Iceland in October 2015.
The book is divided into four main themes: 1. Global management and institutions for Arctic marine resources 2. Resource stewards and
users: local and indigenous co-management 3. Governance gaps in Arctic marine resource management and 4. Multi-scale, ecosystembased, Arctic marine resource management’. The ecosystem changes underway in the Arctic region are expected to have significant impacts
on living resources in both the short and long run, and current actions and policies adopted over such resource governance will have serious
and ultimately irreversible consequences in the near and long terms.
This book approaches the Arctic from a postcolonial perspective, taking into account both its historical status as a colonised region and new,
economically driven forms of colonialism. One catchphrase currently being used to describe these new colonialisms is 'the scramble for the
Arctic'. This cross-disciplinary study, featuring contributions from an international team of experts in the field, offers a set of broadly
postcolonial perspectives on the European Arctic, which is taken here as ranging from Greenland and Iceland in the North Atlantic to the
upper regions of Norway and Sweden in the European High North. While the contributors acknowledge the renewed scramble for resources
that characterises the region, it also argues the need to 'unscramble' the Arctic, wresting it away from its persistent status as a fixed object of
western control and knowledge. Instead, the book encourages a reassertion of micro-histories of Arctic space and territory that complicate
western grand narratives of technological progress, politico-economic development, and ecological 'state change'. It will be of interest to
scholars of Arctic Studies across all disciplines.
Written by a group of leading experts on Artic affairs, this book offers a historically informed and comprehensive study of the geopolitics and
security challenges of the Arctic. The key aim of the work is to identify the conditions for cooperation, stability and peace in the Arctic and to
reach beyond simple description and expectation in order to explore in depth some of the main factors that will determine the future of
international relations in the region. Furthermore, it addresses key topics such as the geopolitical significance of the Arctic and the importance
of oil and gas resources in the Arctic. The book also investigates what the main characteristics of governance in the Arctic are, and how
institutions and regimes can promote stability and security in the region. The volume maintains two layers of focus. The first relates to the
dynamics within the Arctic and the second to developments outside the region, highlighting that we cannot understand the Arctic in isolation
from global developments such as energy markets, security conflicts and NATO-Russian antagonism. This book will be of much interest to
students of Arctic politics, security studies, geopolitics, Russian and Scandinavian politics, and international relations in general.
This one-stop reference is a perfect resource for anyone interested in the North and South Poles, whether their interest relates to history,
wildlife, or the geography of these regions in the news today. • Introduces natural phenomena and flora and fauna found at the North and
South Pole regions • Discusses current concerns related to climate change and its impact on the polar regions • Furnishes students with an
understanding of territorial claims and political issues surrounding the North and South Poles • Includes cross-references to enable readers
to draw connections between topics • Offers further readings at the end of each entry as well as a Guide to Related Topics to stimulate
student research
This book is about how coast guards are becoming states’ foremost tool to manage changes occurring in ocean politics generally, and in the
Arctic specifically. It looks at states’ rights at sea, changes occurring in the Arctic region, how coast guards are handling issues arising, and
how international cooperation can deal with some of the related challenges.
Global energy problems will remain a challenge in the coming decades. The impact of climate change and the melting of polar sea ice
opening up access to offshore hydrocarbon resources in the Arctic Ocean, raises questions for both civil society and the scientific community
over drilling opportunities in Arctic marine areas. Disparities in approach to the governance of oil and gas extraction in the Arctic arise from
fundamental differences in histories, cultures, domestic constraints and substantive values and attitudes in the Arctic coastal states and substates. Differing political systems, legal traditions and societal beliefs with regard to energy security and economic development,
environmental protection, legitimacy of decision making, and the ownership and respect of the rights of indigenous people, all affect how
governance systems of oil and gas extraction are designed. Using a multidisciplinary approach and case studies from the USA, Norway,
Russia, Canada, Greenland/Denmark and the EU, this book both examines the current governance of extraction and its effects and considers
ways to enhance the efficiency of environmental management and public participation in this system.
Addressing the growing economic, political, and cultural presence of Asian states in the Arctic region, this timely book looks at how that
presence is being evaluated and engaged with by Arctic states and their northern communities. A diverse range of authors addresses the
question that underpins so much of this interest in Asian engagement with the northern latitudes: what do Asian countries want to gain from
the Arctic?

This volume brings together multiple perspectives on both the changing Arctic environment and the challenges and opportunities it
presents for the shipping sector. It argues for the adoption of a forward-looking agenda that respects the fragile and changing
Arctic frontier. With the accelerated interest in and potential for new maritime trade routes, commercial transportation and natural
resource development, the pressures on the changing Arctic marine environment will only increase. The International Maritime
Organization Polar Code is an important step toward Arctic stewardship. This new volume serves as an important guide to this
rapidly developing agenda. Addressing a range of aspects, it offers a valuable resource for academics, practitioners,
environmentalists and affected authorities in the shipping industry alike.
The polar regions (the Arctic and Antarctic) have enjoyed widespread public attention in recent years, as issues of conservation,
sustainability, resource speculation and geopolitical manoeuvring have all garnered considerable international media inter
In August 2007 a Russian flag was planted under the North Pole during a scientific expedition triggering speculation about a new
scramble for resources beneath the thawing ice. But is there really a global grab for Polar territory and resources? Or are these
activities vastly exaggerated? In this rich and wide-ranging book, Klaus Dodds and Mark Nuttall look behind the headlines and
hyperbole to reveal a complex picture of the so-called scramble for the poles. Whilst anxieties over the potential for conflict and the
destruction of what is often perceived as the world's last wildernesses have come to dominate Polar debates and are, to some
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extent, justified, their study also highlights longer historical and geographical patterns and processes of human activity in these
remote territories. Over the past century, Polar landscapes have been probed, drilled, fished, tested on and dug up, as their
indigenous populations have struggled to protect their rights and interests. No longer remote places, or themselves 'poles apart'
from one another, the contemporary geopolitics of the Polar regions has lessons for us all as we confront a warming world where
access to resources is a concern for states, big and small.
An engaging and beautifully illustrated full-colour guide to some of the most exciting wildlife in the world in an area about to see a
significant increase in visitor numbers as a direct result of changes in the ice cover of the Arctic Ocean. Bradt's Arctic Wildlife is an
ideal companion on board and on shore. A fascinating and informative read. Visitors to the far north cruise the Arctic coast in the
company of humpback whales and belugas, see polar bears hunt ringed seals, and come in contact with a host of shorebirds and
wildfowl gorging on the abundance of summer food. This revised edition includes new illustrations, a section covering the distinct
flora and fauna of the Bering Sea and the revised version of the Arctic Code of Conduct. Tony Soper's expert knowledge is richly
supplemented with full-colour illustrations by award-winning wildlife artist Dan Powell.
The world is currently witnessing an Arctic Scramble as the major powers compete to demarcate and occupy Arctic territory. The
region is known to be home to large gas and oil reserves, and its position at the top of the globe holds significant trading and
military advantages. Yet the territorial boundaries of the region remain ill-defined and Russia, under the increasingly bold foreign
policy of Vladimir Putin, has emerged as a forceful power in the region. Geir Hønneland investigates the political contexts and
international tensions surrounding Russia s actions, focusing especially on the disputes which have emerged in the Barents Sea,
where European and Russian interests compete directly. Skillfully delineating Russian policy in the region, and analyzing the
mineral and environmental consequences of the recent treaty agreements, Russia and the Arctic is a crucial addition to our
understanding of contemporary International Relations concerning the Polar North. This new updated edition takes into account
Russia's recent moves in the Arctic region, and the development of the Arctic council.
In August 2007, the world reacted with consternation as Russia planted a flag beneath the ice of the North Pole, symbolizing the
Kremlin's claim to the Arctic with its vast mineral resources, and firing the starting gun on the world's last colonial scramble. The
Scramble for the Arctic, which includes color and black-and-white photographs, examines the history of the region and its
exploration, the current state of ownership, the likely outcomes of today's power plays, and what is at stake both politically and
ecologically. With the map literally being redrawn by global warming, the ownership of the Arctic will be one of the defining issues
of the next decade. Amid much propaganda and obfuscation, this informed and clear-sighted account of the competing interests of
nations, corporations, and indeed species will prove an invaluable resource.
This book offers the first comprehensive examination of Russia's Arctic strategy, ranging from climate change issues and territorial
disputes to energy policy and domestic challenges. As the receding polar ice increases the accessibility of the Arctic region, rival
powers have been manoeuvering for geopolitical and resource security. Geographically, Russia controls half of the Arctic
coastline, 40 percent of the land area beyond the Circumpolar North, and three quarters of the Arctic population. In total, the sea
and land surface area of the Russian Arctic is about 6 million square kilometres. Economically, as much as 20 percent of Russia's
GDP and its total exports is generated north of the Arctic Circle. In terms of resources, about 95 percent of its gas, 75 percent of
its oil, 96 percent of its platinum, 90 percent of its nickel and cobalt, and 60 percent of its copper reserves are found in Arctic and
Sub-Arctic regions. Add to this the riches of the continental shelf, seabed, and waters, ranging from rare earth minerals to fish
stocks. After a spike of aggressive rhetoric when Russia planted its flag in the Arctic seabed in 2007, Moscow has attempted to
strengthen its position as a key factor in developing an international consensus concerning a region where its relative advantages
are manifest, despite its diminishing military, technological, and human capacities.
This book analyses the Russian opposition to the 2010 Barents Sea delimitation agreement in light of both the Law of the Sea and
Russian identity, arguing that the agreement's critics and proponents inscribe themselves into different Russian narratives about
Russia's rightful place in the world.

This volume examines the Eurasian engagement with geographies of globalisation through an understanding of the
intersection of space and place in Eurasia, Eurasian encounters with globalisation in terms of shifting spheres in politics,
economics and culture, levels of integration and the intricate patterns of roads and routes. It also takes note of challenges
encountered by social groups and communities in the face of globalising tendencies. The role of emerging alternatives
within the region and community partnerships in Eurasia has also been addressed. Written by Eurasian scholars and
others working on the region, it takes note of the formal and informal linkages between local communities and the larger
global arena of which they are a part. The Eurasian context and the changing contours of Eurasia’s globalised space
have been addressed in this book. The book would be of value to scholars and practitioners engaged in policy debates
and area studies.
This book explores the Canadian relationship with its portion of the Arctic region which revolves around the dramatic split
between the appearance of absent-minded governance, bordering on indifference toward the region, and the raging
nationalism during moments of actual and perceived challenge toward the sovereignty of the imagined “Canadian Arctic
region.” Canada’s nationalistic relationship with the Arctic region is often discussed as a reactionary phenomenon to the
Americanization of Canada and the product of government propaganda. As this book illustrates, however, the complexity
and evolution of the Canadian relationship with the Arctic region and its implication for Canada’s approach toward
international relations requires a more in-depth exploration Please be aware than an error has been noted for Table 1.1
on page 71. In this table the sub-category “Inuit” is mislabelled. It should read “Native Indians and Inuit” as the data
presented represents this Canadian census sub-category which calculated all indigenous peoples and Inuit peoples
together.
The author of the highly acclaimed Insectopedia now gives us a unique meditation on the significance of endurance as
embodied in stone, and the fascination that permanence exerts on all of us. Drawing on history, anthropology, accounts
of exploration, and observation, Hugh Raffles undertakes a journey to places north--to investigate the uncertain survival
and unsettling presence of ancient stones and the alluring glimpse that these stones open into lives and meanings now
faded from view. He travels to Iceland, to the once standing Odin Stone in the Orkney Islands, to the Isle of Lewis in the
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Hebrides, to the coal mines of Spitsbergen, and to the Museum of Natural History in New York to see the Cape York
meteorite that Admiral Peary brought back from Greenland. Raffles also journeys to his own everyday north, on a
crowded uptown New York City subway, rattling beneath Broadway, hurtling to a place called Marble Hill--the
subterranean marble that soared into peaks, weathered into wooded hills, extruded and folded to form an island that
once roamed upon an ancient ocean. Raffles's meditation leads him to understand how these fundamental objects and
places can seem to lose their solidity and become inextricable from historic account and the architecture of human fate.
This timely Research Handbook explores the concept of polar law as a coherent body of law and as a set of rules and
principles that applies to both the Arctic and Antarctic. It captures the evolution of polar law and policy, identifying future
directions for research in this emerging and growing field.
The Arctic has again become one of the leading issues on the international foreign policy agenda, in a manner unseen
since the Cold War. Drawing on the perspectives of geo-politics and international law, this Handbook offers fresh insights
and perspectives on the most pressing issues, grouped under the headings of political ascendancy, climate and
environmental issues, resources and energy, and the response and policies of affected countries.
As climate change makes the Arctic a region of key political interest, so questions of sovereignty are once more drawing
international attention. The promise of new sources of mineral wealth and energy, and of new transportation routes, has
seen countries expand their sovereignty claims. Increasingly, interested parties from both within and beyond the region,
including states, indigenous groups, corporate organizations, and NGOs and are pursuing their visions for the Arctic.
What form of political organization should prevail? Contesting the Arctic provides a map of potential governance options
for the Arctic and addresses and evaluates the ways in which Arctic stakeholders throughout the region are seeking to
pursue them.
This seminal book results from a NATO Advanced Research Workshop at the University of Cambridge with Russian codirectorship, enabling the first formal dialogue between NATO and Russia about security issues in the Arctic Ocean.
Involving interdisciplinary participation with experts from 17 nations, including all of the Arctic states, this workshop itself
reflects progress in Arctic cooperation and collaboration. Interests now are awakening globally to take advantage of
extensive energy, shipping, fishing and tourism opportunities in the Arctic Ocean as it is being transformed from a
permanent sea-ice cap to a seasonally ice-free sea. This environmental state-change is introducing inherent risks of
political, economic and cultural instabilities that are centralized among the Arctic states and indigenous peoples with
repercussions globally. Responding with urgency, environmental security is presented as an "integrated approach for
assessing and responding to the risks as well as the opportunities generated by an environmental state-change." In this
book – diverse perspectives on environmental security in the Arctic Ocean are shared in chapters from high-level
diplomats, parliamentarians and government officials of Arctic and non-Arctic states; leaders of Arctic indigenous peoples
organizations; international law advisors from Arctic states as well as the United Nations; directors of inter-governmental
organizations and non-governmental organizations; managers of multi-national corporations; political scientists,
historians and economists; along with Earth system scientists and oceanographers. Building on the “common arctic
issues” of “sustainable development and environmental protection” established by the Arctic Council – environmental
security offers an holistic approach to assess opportunities and risks as well as develop infrastructure responses with law
of the sea as the key “international legal framework” to “promote the peaceful uses” of the Arctic Ocean. With vision for
future generations, environmental security is a path to balance national interests and common interests in the Arctic
Ocean for the lasting benefit of all.
The Arctic is one of the world's regions most affected by cultural, socio-economic, environmental, and climatic changes.
Over the last two decades, scholars, policymakers, extractive industries, governments, intergovernmental forums, and
non-governmental organizations have turned their attention to the Arctic, its peoples, resources, and to the challenges
and benefits of impending transformations. Arctic sustainability is an issue of increasing concern as well as the resilience
and adaptation of Arctic societies to changing conditions. This book offers key insights into the history, current state of
knowledge and the future of sustainability, and sustainable development research in the Arctic. Written by an
international, interdisciplinary team of experts, it presents a comprehensive progress report on Arctic sustainability
research. It identifies key knowledge gaps and provides salient recommendations for prioritizing research in the next
decade. Arctic Sustainability Research will appeal to researchers, academics, and policymakers interested in
sustainability science and the practices of sustainable development, as well as those working in polar studies, climate
change, political geography, and the history of science.
The Arctic, long described as the world’s last frontier, is quickly becoming our first frontier—the front line in a world of more diffuse
power, sharper geopolitical competition, and deepening interdependencies between people and nature. A space of often-bitter
cold, the Arctic is the fastest-warming place on earth. It is humanity’s canary in the coal mine—an early warning sign of the world’s
climate crisis. The Arctic “regime” has pioneered many innovative means of governance among often-contentious state and nonstate actors. Instead of being the “last white dot on the map,” the Arctic is where the contours of our rapidly evolving world may
first be glimpsed. In this book, scholars and practitioners—from Anchorage to Moscow, from Nuuk to Hong Kong—explore the huge
political, legal, social, economic, geostrategic and environmental challenges confronting the Arctic regime, and what this means for
the future of world order.
The world is currently witnessing an Arctic Scramble as the major powers compete to demarcate and occupy Arctic territory. The
region is known to be home to large gas and oil reserves, and its position at the top of the globe holds significant trading and
military advantages. Yet the territorial boundaries of the region remain ill-defined and Russia, under the increasingly bold foreign
policy of Vladimir Putin, has emerged as a forceful power in the region. Geir Honneland investigates the political contexts and
international tensions surrounding Russia s actions, focusing especially on the disputes which have emerged in the Barents Sea
where European and Russian interests compete directly. Skillfully delineating Russian policy in the region, and analyzing the
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mineral and environmental consequences of the recent treaty agreements, Russia and the Arctic is a crucial addition to our
understanding of contemporary International Relations concerning the Polar North."
The Routledge Handbook of the Polar Regions is an authoritative guide to the Arctic and the Antarctic through an exploration of
key areas of research in the physical and natural sciences and the social sciences and humanities. It presents 38 new and original
contributions from leading figures and voices in polar research, policy and practice, as well as work from emerging scholars. This
handbook aims to approach and understand the Polar Regions as places that are at the forefront of global conversations about
some of the most pressing contemporary issues and research questions of our age. The volume provides a discussion of the
similarities and differences between the two regions to help deepen understanding and knowledge. Major themes and issues are
integrated in the comprehensive introduction chapter by the editors, who are top researchers in their respective fields. The
contributions show how polar researchers engage with contemporary debates and use interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary
approaches to address new developments as well as map out exciting trajectories for future work in the Arctic and the Antarctic.
The handbook provides an easy access to key items of scholarly literature and material otherwise inaccessible or scattered
throughout a variety of specialist journals and books. A unique one-stop research resource for researchers and policymakers with
an interest in the Arctic and Antarctic, it is also a comprehensive reference work for graduate and advanced undergraduate
students.
This volume explores the governance of the transforming Arctic from an international perspective. Leading and emerging scholars
in Arctic research investigate the international causes and consequences of contemporary Arctic developments, and assess how
both state and non-state actors respond to crucial problems for the global community. Long treated as a remote and isolated
region, climate change and economic prospects have put the Arctic at the forefront of political agendas from the local to the global
level, and this book tackles the variety of involved actors, institutional politics, relevant policy issues, as well as political
imaginaries related to a globalizing Arctic. It covers new institutional forms of various stakeholder engagement on multiple levels,
governance strategies to combat climate change that affect the Arctic region sooner and more strongly than other regions, the
pros and cons of Arctic resource development for the region and beyond, and local and trans-boundary pollution concerns. Given
the growing relevance of the Arctic to international environmental, energy and security politics, the volume helps to explain how
the region is governed in times of global nexuses, multi-level politics and multi-stakeholderism.
The Arctic is changing. Temperatures in the region are increasing at twice the global average, causing a range of physical and
environmental changes. Sea ice is thinning and receding, although the pattern of change is variable, while land ice is melting and
flowing into the sea. Responding To A Changing Arctic (HL118) examines ways to respond to changes in the region. Processes in
the Arctic have the potential to amplify climate change, causing further warming and further change; the exact nature and pattern
of this feedback is difficult to predict and measure. Knowledge of many aspects of the Arctic environment, and how it is responding
to change, is limited. The UK is the Arctic's nearest neighbor and has long standing political, economic and cultural ties with states
and peoples in the region. Changes in the Arctic will affect the UK; at the same time, the UK can work with Arctic states and their
citizens in responding to change.
With discourses of ’crisis’ and ’disaster’ featuring strongly in contemporary discourses on contemporary society, this book brings
together critical perspectives from across the humanities and social sciences to explore the idea of ’crisis’ as inherently related to
power dynamics and the formation of different subjectivities and identities within the Nordic countries and globally. This volume
emphasizes the importance of investigating the interrelationship of three crises - social, economic and environmental - as these
address the interlinked surfaces of the same reality, and it examines the negative connotations of the notion of crisis, whilst also
raising the question of when and why something becomes identified as crisis, and for whom. With chapters on media
representations of crisis and the global context of crisis discourses, the crisis of national identities and their mobilization in
response, and environmental crisis, as well as the interrelationship between the social and the environmental and the different
positioning of individuals in relation to power, this volume offers an understanding of crisis as a multivocal symbol of the present.
As such, it will appeal to scholars of sociology, anthropology, history, cultural studies, literature and political science.
Governing Arctic Seas introduces the concept of ecopolitical regions, using in-depth analyses of the Bering Strait and Barents Sea
Regions to demonstrate how integrating the natural sciences, social sciences and Indigenous knowledge can reveal patterns,
trends and processes as the basis for informed decisionmaking. This book draws on international, interdisciplinary and inclusive
(holistic) perspectives to analyze governance mechanisms, built infrastructure and their coupling to achieve sustainability in
biophysical regions subject to shared authority. Governing Arctic Seas is the first volume in a series of books on Informed
Decisionmaking for Sustainability that apply, train and refine science diplomacy to address transboundary issues at scales ranging
from local to global. For nations and peoples as well as those dealing with global concerns, this holistic process operates across a
‘continuum of urgencies’ from security time scales (mitigating risks of political, economic and cultural instabilities that are
immediate) to sustainability time scales (balancing economic prosperity, environmental protection and societal well-being across
generations). Informed decisionmaking is the apex goal, starting with questions that generate data as stages of research,
integrating decisionmaking institutions to employ evidence to reveal options (without advocacy) that contribute to informed
decisions. The first volumes in the series focus on the Arctic, revealing legal, economic, environmental and societal lessons with
accelerating knowledge co-production to achieve progress with sustainability in this globally-relevant region that is undergoing an
environmental state change in the sea and on land. Across all volumes, there is triangulation to integrate research, education and
leadership as well as science, technology and innovation to elaborate the theory, methods and skills of informed decisionmaking to
build common interests for the benefit of all on Earth.
As the ice around the Arctic landmass recedes, the territory is becoming a flashpoint in world affairs. New trade routes, cutting
thousands of miles off journeys, are available, and the Arctic is thought to be home to enormous gas and oil reserves. The
territorial lines are new and hazy. This book looks at how Russia deals with the outside world vis a vis the Arctic. Given Russia's
recent bold foreign policy interventions, these are crucial issues and the realpolitik practiced by the Russian state is essential for
understanding the Arctic's future.Here, Geir Honneland brings together decades of cutting-edge research - investigating the
political contexts and international tensions surrounding Russia's actions. Honneland looks specifically at 'region-building' and
environmental politics of fishing and climate change, on nuclear safety and nature preservation, and also analyses the diplomatic
relations surrounding clashes with Norway and Canada, as well as at the governance of the Barents Sea. The Politics of the Arctic
is a crucial addition to our understanding of contemporary International Relations concerning the Polar North.
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The Arctic is particularly affected by climate change; over the past few decades, temperatures in this area have risen
twice as fast as the mean global rate. The most prominent effect of global climate change in the region is the melting sea
ice in the Arctic Ocean, which enables a multitude of ocean uses to be initiated and extended, such as shipping, fishing
and oil and gas extraction. Unlike in the Antarctic, there is currently no single comprehensive legal regime for governance
of the Arctic. Instead, the region is regulated by a patchwork of international treaties, above all the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), various regional and sub-regional agreements, national laws and soft-law
agreements. This treatise provides an evaluation of the governance regime that regulates the use of the Arctic marine
environment and its readiness to protect these fragile ecosystems in light of the consequences of climate change.
Privileging the visual as the main method of communication and meaning-making, this book responds critically to the
worldwide discussion about the Arctic and the North, addressing the interrelated issues of climate change, ethics and
geopolitics. A multi-disciplinary, multi-modal exploration of the Arctic, it supplies an original conceptualization of the Arctic
as a visual world encompassing an array of representations, imaginings, and constructions. By examining a broad range
of visual forms, media and forms such as art, film, graphic novels, maps, media, and photography, the book advances
current debates about visual culture. The book enriches contemporary theories of the visual taking the Arctic as a spatial
entity and also as a mode of exploring contemporary and historical visual practices, including imaginary constructions of
the North. Original contributions include case studies from all the countries along the Arctic shore, with Russian material
occupying a large section due to the country’s impact on the region
The Polar North is known to be home to large gas and oil reserves and its positionholds signifi cant trading and military
advantages, yet the maritime boundaries of the region remain ill-defined. In the twenty-first century the Arctic is
undergoing profound change. As the sea ice melts, a result of accelerating climate change, global governance has
become vital. In this first of three volumes, the latest research and analysis from the Fridtjof Nansen Institute, the world's
leading Arctic research body, is brought together. Arctic Governance: Law and Politics investigates the legal and political
order of the Polar North, focusing on governance structures and the Law of the Sea. Are the current mechanisms at work
effective? Are the Arctic states' interests really clashing, or is the atmosphere of a more cooperative nature? Skilfully
delineating policy in the region and analysing the consequences of treaty agreements, Arctic Governance's uncovering of
a rather orderly 'Arctic race' will become an indispensable contribution to contemporary International Relations
concerning the Polar North.
Less tangible than melting polar glaciers or the changing social conditions in northern societies, the modern Arctic
represented in writings, visual images and films has to a large extent been neglected in scholarship and policy-making.
However, the modern Arctic is a not only a natural environment dramatically impacted by human activities. It is also an
incongruous amalgamation of exoticized indigenous tradition and a mundane everyday. The chapters in this volume
examine the modern Arctic from all these perspectives. They demonstrate to what extent the processes of modernization
have changed the discursive signification of the Arctic. They also investigate the extent to which the traditions of heroic
Arctic images – whether these traditions are affirmed, contested or repudiated – have continued to shape, influence and
inform modern discourses. Sometimes the Arctic is seen as synonymous with modernity itself. Sometimes it appears as a
utopian space signalling a different future. However, it still often represents the continued survival within modernity of the
past as nostalgia, longing, dream and myth.
Long at the margins of global affairs and at the edge of our mental map of the world, the Arctic has found its way to the
center of the issues which will challenge and define our world in the twenty-first century: energy security and the struggle
for natural resources, climate change and its uncertain speed and consequences, the return of great power competition,
the remaking of global trade patterns… In The Future History of the Arctic, geopolitics expert Charles Emmerson weaves
together the history of the region with reportage and reflection, revealing a vast and complex area of the globe, loaded
with opportunity and rich in challenges. He defines the forces which have shaped the Arctic's history and introduces the
players in politics, business, science and society who are struggling to mold its future. The Arctic is coming of age. This
engrossing book tells the story of how that is happening and how it might happen—through the stories of those who live
there, those who study it, and those who will determine its destiny.
The Arctic is a region that has seen exponential growth as a space of geopolitical interest over the past decade. This
insightful book is the first to analyse the European Union’s Arctic policy endeavours of the early 21st Century from a
critical geopolitical perspective.
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