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The Siege Of Shkodra
This is the first biography of the Albanian national hero Scanderbeg (1403-1468) published in
England for more than four hundred years. The son of a prince of Albania, he was educated in
the Muslim faith as a hostage at the court of Sultan Murad II and given the title bey and an
army command. In 1443 Scanderbeg escaped to his homeland, abjured Islam, and formed a
league of princes among the Albanian chieftains. He proclaimed himself Prince of Albania. To
resist the Ottomans under Sultan Muhammad II , Scanderbeg received aid at various times
from Venice, Naples, Hungary, and the pope. Written by the late Harry Hodgkinson, a former
naval intelligence officer who served under Ian Fleming, this engrossing and elegantly crafted
book is an attempt to bring the reader closer to this famous historical figure and to set him in
the dramatic context of Albania and its history. I.B.Tauris in association with the Centre for
Albanian Studies
The Siege of Shkodra is a book written by a Shkodran priest, Marin Barleti (also known as
Marinus Barletius), about the Ottoman siege of Shkodra in 1478, led personally by Mehmed II,
and about the joint resistance of the Albanians and the Venetians. The book also discusses the
Ottoman siege of Shkodra in 1474. The book was originally published in 1504, in Latin, as De
obsidione Scodrensi. Barleti was an eyewitness of the events. The English version was
published in Albania by Onufri Publishing House in 2012, coinciding with the 100th anniversary
of Albania's declaration of independence. The work was translated by David Hosaflook and
includes translations of Buda's introduction and notes, Merula's "The War of Shkodra," and
Becikemi's panegyric. It also includes accounts of the siege of Shkodra from early Ottoman
historians, new scholarly notes, the historical context by Prof. David Abulafia, new maps based
on the information in the book, and appendixes including Barleti's chronology of battle events. Wikipedia.
In High Albania, Victorian anthropologist and travel writer M (Mary) Edith Durham presents a
vivid and fascinating insight into the culture, customs, people, and the lands of Northern
Albania as it was in the early 20th century.
This book reviews the unique ecosystem of the Lake Skadar/Shkodra and its basin, and
discusses the latest advances made in this region to face the impact of climate change.
Divided into 23 chapters, the book gathers leading expertise from various scientific and
engineering communities and provides readers with extensive discussions of core issues,
including the water and sediment chemistry of Lake Skadar/Shkodra and the metal pollution
that is evident in plants, aquatic invertebrates and fish. Readers will discover how a
sustainable science-based management approach can be applied to the Lake Skadar/Shkodra
region, and will learn about the environment prospects for the region. This book is intended as
an essential tool for all scientists interested in the Lake Skadar/Shkodra environment – in
particular those investigating the interactions between land and water, between limnology and
biota, and between natural and cultural resources.
Employing survey archaeology, excavation, ethnographic study, and multinational archival
work, the Shala Valley Project uncovered the many powerful, creative ways whereby the men
and women of Shala shaped their world: through dynamic, world-systemic relationships with
the powers that surrounded but never fully conquered them. The Shala Valley Project presents
the highlanders, the malesore, in the full complexity of their lives, while also unveiling a new,
deeper history for the region--a history that reaches back to an unexpected fortified Iron Age
site. Light and Shadow tells many stories. Archaeologists, historians, and students of tribes, of
empires, of imperial-indigenous relations, of blood feud, of kinship, of the built landscape, of
world-systems theory and sustainability science, and more, will find much here to digest. The
people of Shala, to which Light and Shadow is dedicated, may serve as an example in our
modern age, one in which persistent, tribal peoples still fight for their survival, and seek to
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preserve some degree of independence from capitalist economies bent on their incorporation.
Drawing on new scholarship, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Woman Behind the New
Deal presents a biography of Isabella of Castile, the controversial Queen of Spain who
sponsored Christopher Columbus' journey to the New World, established the Spanish
Inquisition and became one of the most influential female rulers in history. Simultaneous.
A thrilling account of the brutal decades-long battle between Christendom and Islam for the
soul of Europe. This struggle's brutal climax came between 1565 and 1571, seven years that
witnessed a fight to the finish decided in a series of bloody set pieces: the epic siege of Malta,
in which a tiny band of Christian defenders defied the might of the Ottoman army; the savage
battle for Cyprus; and the apocalyptic last-ditch defense of southern Europe at Lepanto--one of
the single most shocking days in world history. At the close of this cataclysmic naval
encounter, the carnage was so great that the victors could barely sail away because of the
countless corpses floating in the sea. Lepanto fixed the frontiers of the Mediterranean world
that we know today.

Place names are a window into the history and characteristics of a country. Their
names reflect the migrations of peoples, their religious and cultural traditions, local
languages, conquests and fortifications long since disappeared. They also reflect the
topography and industrial development of a place. The text is ordered by country
alphabetically. The book will include a historical section, putting the place name into
context, and references those events, which have had an impact on the geography of a
country, and those foreign influences, which have played a part in shaping the place
name. This volume is confined to the 38 countries of Europe, together with Andorra,
Gibraltar, Liechtenstein, Malta, Monaco, San Marino, Cyprus and the Vatican City. All
place names of cities and towns of particular importance and interest are included.
Detailed maps accompany the text to illustrate change and evolution.
Presents a portrait of the first female cabinet member and one of the most influential
women of the twentieth century, whose efforts to improve the lives of America's working
people resulted in such initiatives as unemployment insurance and Social Security.
The present volume provides a fascinating overview of geometrical ideas and
perceptions from the earliest cultures to the mathematical and artistic concepts of the
20th century. It is the English translation of the 3rd edition of the well-received German
book “5000 Jahre Geometrie,” in which geometry is presented as a chain of
developments in cultural history and their interaction with architecture, the visual arts,
philosophy, science and engineering. Geometry originated in the ancient cultures along
the Indus and Nile Rivers and in Mesopotamia, experiencing its first “Golden Age” in
Ancient Greece. Inspired by the Greek mathematics, a new germ of geometry
blossomed in the Islamic civilizations. Through the Oriental influence on Spain, this
knowledge later spread to Western Europe. Here, as part of the medieval Quadrivium,
the understanding of geometry was deepened, leading to a revival during the
Renaissance. Together with parallel achievements in India, China, Japan and the
ancient American cultures, the European approaches formed the ideas and branches of
geometry we know in the modern age: coordinate methods, analytical geometry,
descriptive and projective geometry in the 17th an 18th centuries, axiom systems,
geometry as a theory with multiple structures and geometry in computer sciences in the
19th and 20th centuries. Each chapter of the book starts with a table of key historical
and cultural dates and ends with a summary of essential contents of geometr y in the
respective era. Compelling examples invite the reader to further explore the problems
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of geometry in ancient and modern times. The book will appeal to mathematicians
interested in Geometry and to all readers with an interest in cultural history. From letters
to the authors for the German language edition I hope it gets a translation, as there is
no comparable work. Prof. J. Grattan-Guinness (Middlesex University London) "Five
Thousand Years of Geometry" - I think it is the most handsome book I have ever seen
from Springer and the inclusion of so many color plates really improves its appearance
dramatically! Prof. J.W. Dauben (City University of New York) An excellent book in
every respect. The authors have successfully combined the history of geometry with the
general development of culture and history. ... The graphic design is also excellent.
Prof. Z. Nádenik (Czech Technical University in Prague)
Northern Albania and Montenegro are the only regions in Europe to have retained a
true tribal society up to the mid-twentieth century. This book provides the first scholarly
investigation of this tribal society, a pioneer work that offers a detailed survey of all the
major Albanian-speaking tribes in Albania, Montenegro and Kosovo. Robert Elsie
provides comprehensive material on the 69 different tribes, including data on their
locations, religious affiliations, tribal structures and relations, population statistics, tribal
folklore, legends and history. Also included are excerpts from the works of prominent
nineteenth and early-twentieth century writers, such as Edith Durham and Johann
Georg von Hahn, who travelled through the tribal regions, as well as short biographies
on prominent figures linked to the tribes. As the first book of its kind, The Tribes of
Albania will be of interest to scholars and students of the Balkans, of southeastern
European anthropology, ethnography and history.
This book studies the life and times of Grand Vezir Mahmud Pasha Angelovic,
illuminating aspects of the period of transition of the Balkans and Anatolia from
Byzantine to Ottoman rule and the transformation of the Ottoman principality into an
empire.
Five hundred years ago the great walled city of Constantinople fell under the relentless
siege of the Ottoman Turks led by Sultan Mehmed II, Mehmed the Conqueror.
Kristovoulos, one of the vanquished Greeks, later entered into the service of the
Conqueror and began to write a history of the Sultan's life, starting with the year 1451,
the beginning of Mehmed's 31-year reign. Death apparently prevented Kritovoulos from
completing his account, but the manuscript covering the first seventeen years has been
preserved and this exciting chronicle is here translated into English for the first time.
Charles T. Riggs, who died in February 1953 at Robert College in modern Istanbul, was
a missionary in the Near East. Originally published in 1954. The Princeton Legacy
Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously
out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in
durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is
to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books
published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
The struggle of the Albanian people led by George Castriota Scanderbeg to defend
Europe against the assault of the Ottoman Turks has been much celebrated. For a
quarter of a century, from 1443 until his death in 1468, he used his military prowess to
thwart the efforts of the most powerful Empire in the world at the time to subdue his tiny
country. One of the true heroes of the Middle Ages in Europe, unfortunately the
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remarkable story of Scanderbeg remains little known outside of Albania. George
Castriota defended Europe for a quarter of a century and, it can rightly be said, helped
to save Western civilization from being overrun by Islam and suffering the same fate as
the once mighty Byzantine Empire. This book examines the genius and remarkable
achievements of Scanderbeg who helped shape the identity of the Albanian people and
reveals the important contribution this small but proud nation has made to European
civilization. Although the challenges have changed over the centuries, the clash of
civilizations, which the history of the Albanian struggle to fend off the Islamic onslaught
illustrates, continues today. As a result, it is all the more worth noting the contribution
that this tiny land, led by Scanderbeg, made in the fight to preserve Western culture
and civilization. Equally important is the example set by the Albanian people in
ultimately harmonizing these two great civilizations. A.K. Brackob has a Ph.D. in history
from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He is a specialist on the history of
southeastern Europe during the Middle Ages and author of Mircea the Old: Father of
Wallachia, Grandfather of Dracula.
“The rise and fall of Venice’s empire is an irresistible story and [Roger] Crowley, with his
rousing descriptive gifts and scholarly attention to detail, is its perfect chronicler.”—The
Financial Times The New York Times bestselling author of Empires of the Sea charts Venice’s
astounding five-hundred-year voyage to the pinnacle of power in an epic story that stands
unrivaled for drama, intrigue, and sheer opulent majesty. City of Fortune traces the full arc of
the Venetian imperial saga, from the ill-fated Fourth Crusade, which culminates in the sacking
of Constantinople in 1204, to the Ottoman-Venetian War of 1499–1503, which sees the
Ottoman Turks supplant the Venetians as the preeminent naval power in the Mediterranean. In
between are three centuries of Venetian maritime dominance, during which a tiny city of
“lagoon dwellers” grow into the richest place on earth. Drawing on firsthand accounts of
pitched sea battles, skillful negotiations, and diplomatic maneuvers, Crowley paints a vivid
picture of this avaricious, enterprising people and the bountiful lands that came under their
dominion. From the opening of the spice routes to the clash between Christianity and Islam,
Venice played a leading role in the defining conflicts of its time—the reverberations of which are
still being felt today. “[Crowley] writes with a racy briskness that lifts sea battles and sieges off
the page.”—The New York Times “Crowley chronicles the peak of Venice’s past glory with
Wordsworthian sympathy, supplemented by impressive learning and infectious
enthusiasm.”—The Wall Street Journal
The Siege of ShkodraAlbania's Courageous Stand Against Ottoman Conquest, 1478David
Hosaflook
Queen Teuta of Illyria was not only a famous Warrior Queen that lived almost two hundred
years before Cleopatra, but her love for King Agron was one of the most legendary love stories
in history. BESA PO is inspired by the true story of love, loss, betrayal, victory and defeat.
BESA is a code of honor, a promise to protect someone or a Kingdom even with their life. PO
is the word YES in Illyrian. Queen Teuta gave her BESA PO to King Agron and the people of
Illyria. During the years of 231 BC to 227 BC, in order to fulfill her promise after the Kings tragic
death, she challenged the mighty Roman Army and Navy. The Romans learned of her
fierceness and skill in battle suffering humiliating defeats. They feared her, turned her own
flesh and blood against her, captured her Kingdom but never captured her. Venture back into
ancient times and discover Queen Teuta's story, a love so deep it spans the ages, leadership
so compelling that Rome was put to shame. One of the first women to rise to power in the
Kingdom of men.
At the beginning of the nineteenth century, the life of a petty tyrant in an obscure corner of the
Ottoman Empire became the stuff of legend. What propelled this cold-blooded archetype of
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Oriental despotism, grandly known as the Lion of Yanina and the Balkan Napoleon, into the
consciousness of Western rulers and the general public? This book charts the rise of Ali Pasha
from brigand leader to a player in world affairs and, ultimately, to a gruesome end.Ali exploited
the internal weakness of the Ottoman Empire to carve out his own de facto empire in Albania
and Western Greece. Although a ruthless tyrant guilty of cruel atrocities, his lavish court
became an attraction to Western travelers, most famously Lord Byron, and his military prowess
led Britain, Russia and France to seek his alliance during the Napoleonic Wars. His activities
undermined the Sultans authority and ultimately led to the Greek War of
Independence.Quentin and Eugenia Russell describe his remarkable life and military career as
well as the legacy he bequeathed in his homeland as a nationalist hero and further afield as
inspiration for writers and artists of the Romantic movement.
Thanks to its half-century under Communism, as well as its little-known language, Albania has
suffered from neglect and a sense of isolation. Yet, as this study helps to show, the Albanian
lands have a long history of interaction with others. They have been a meeting-ground of
Christianity and Islam; a channel through which Venice connected with the Ottoman Balkans; a
place of interest to the Habsburgs; and a focus for the ambitions of neighbouring powers in the
late Ottoman period. Albanians themselves could have many different identities. The studies in
this volume, by one of the world's leading experts on Albanian history, range from the fifteenth
century to the twentieth, taking in politics, social history, religion and diplomacy. Each is based
on original research; the longest, on Ali Pasha, uses a wealth of manuscript material to tell, for
the first time, the full story of the vital role he played in the international politics of the
Napoleonic Wars. Other studies bring to life ordinary individuals hitherto unknown to history:
women hauled before the Inquisition, for example, or the author of the first Albanian
autobiography. Some of these studies have been printed before (several in hard-to-find
publications, and one only in Albanian), but the greater part of this book appears here for the
first time. This is not only a landmark publication for readers interested in south-east European
history. It also engages with many broader issues, including religious conversion, 'cryptoChristianity' among Muslims, methods of enslavement within the Ottoman Empire, and the
nature of modern myth-making about national identity.
From the famous siege of Constantinople in 1453 through the numerous other campaigns that
securely established the Ottoman Empire, the events in the life of the emperor Mehmed II are
the subject of this classic biography. One of the most important figures in Ottoman history,
Mehmed was the architect of victories that inspired fear throughout Europe and contributed to
an image of the Turk prevalent in Western art and literature for many years. "Fascinating. . . .
From the Western viewpoint, Mehmed was seen as the man who gave the death blow to
Byzantium, destroying the last vestige of the Eastern Roman Empire. Not surprisingly, the
Turks regard him as the greatest of all sultans, a figure unparalleled in the history of the world
for military prowess, statecraft, patronage of the arts and sciences."--Robert Kirsch, The Los
Angeles Times Book Review "The definitive scholarly biography of the Ottoman emperor who
in 1453 conquered Constantinople. . . . Mehmed's career is a study of battle, murder, and
sudden death, of brutality, perfidy, and spite, with no moral superiority awardable to either
Christians or Muslims."--The New Yorker
This authoritative reference follows the history of conflicts in the Balkan Peninsula from the
19th century through the present day. • Places the conflicts, battles, and wars in perspective
through informative "Causes and Consequences" essays • Features introductions to primary
source documents written by a top scholar • Offers topic finders and a detailed bibliography
that will help students conduct research • Defines important military terms unfamiliar to most
audiences

The first English translation of an eyewitness account of the Ottoman sieges of
Shkodra (Albania) in 1474 and 1478-79, written by a besieged Shkodran citizen
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who fought in the battles and would later become a priest in Italy. The book is
considered both history and literature, written in classical Latin in 1504 for a
Western audience concerned about the advance of the Ottomans into the heart
of Europe. It is considered by scholars to be a seminal source of history providing
significant details about the Balkans, the Ottoman Empire, the Republic of
Venice, the Albanians, Sultan Mehmed II "The Conqueror," religious conflict, latemedieval siege tactics, and the development of weaponry. Though the account is
history, it unfolds as a gripping story with all the human drama and pathos that
accompanies warfare. Inside are rousing speeches, intense battle scenes,
passionate prayers, and counsel for future generations. Barleti and his
contemporaries considered Shkodra to be the shield of Europe (indeed this was
the final great battle before the Ottomans attacked Otronto in 1480). Barleti's
work comprises only 50% of the work, as this edition includes supplemental
material such as a foreword by Prof. David Abulafia, Prof. Aleks Buda's historical
introduction, "The War of Shkodra" ("Bellum Scodrense") by George Merula, a
panegyric to the Venetian Senate by Marin Becikemi, passages from Ottoman
chroniclers about the siege (A. Pashazade, Tursun, Kivami, Idris-i Bidlisi, K.
Pashazade), and new maps and historical commentary by translator-editor David
Hosaflook. "If one were to search for a literary creation wholly worthy of the
expression 'monumental work, ' it would be hard to find a better example than
'The Siege of Shkodra' by Marin Barleti ... It earned monumentality throughout
the centuries ... This is what happens with the great books, the ones that enter
the world as grand testimonies. The siege of Shkodra is the final act of a tragedy
that would not only alter the face of Albania, but also of all the Balkans and a
portion of the continent for nearly six hundred years. --ISMAIL KADARE, renown
and revered Albanian author "David Hosaflook has brought vividly back to life an
extraordinary chapter from the history of the fifteenth century--a gripping
eyewitness account of the Albanian resistance to the advance of the Ottomans
into the heart of Europe. Their defense of Shkodra was as heroic and thrilling as
the better-known siege of Malta. Barleti's narrative does it full justice, and
Hosaflook's translation is both scholarly and highly readable." --ROGER
CROWLEY, best-selling author of Mediterranean narrative history such as
Empires of the Sea and City of Fortune "I felt like Howard Carter peering into the
tomb of King Tut for the first time when I started reading Hosaflook's masterful
new translation of the epic story recounted by Barleti. Beautifully crafted and
painstakingly researched, the work fills an important gap and provides unique
and compelling new scholarship in the field of Renaissance history." --KIRSTIN
DOWNEY, former Washington Post reporter, historical biographer, and author of
books such as "The Woman Behind the New Deal: The Life and Legacy of
Frances Perkins" and "Isabella: The Warrior Queen." "The Ottoman Empire
spread into southeastern Europe, with the banners of Islam looming on the
horizon. One of the key moments of this expansion, and a turning point in
Albanian history, was the siege of Shkodra in the late fifteenth century. We would
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know little of the dramatic events were it not for historian Marin Barleti. His
account (1504) is a seminal source of Balkan history. The English-speaking
reader can now finally savour this gripping tale, in the flowing rendition of David
Hosaflook." --ROBERT ELSIE, author and specialist in Albanian studies
This book offers a new approach to the late 10th- and early 11th-century state of
Samuel. Mitko B. Panov deconstructs the Byzantine distorted image of the
Samuel’s polity that was recycled by the Balkan elites of the medieval and
modern periods and exploited for their political agendas and territorial
aspirations.
Psychologically incisive and impeccably crafted, Agamemnon’s Daughter tells
the crushing story of passion shattered by a heartless regime. Once again,
Kadare denounces with rare force the machinery of oppression, drawing us back
to the ancient roots of Western civilization and tyranny. This collection also
showcases two masterful stories: “The Blinding Order,” a parable about the uses
of terror in the Ottoman Empire, and “The Great Wall,” a chilling duet between a
Chinese official and a soldier in the invading army of the great conqueror,
Tamerlane.
Marin Barleti (c.1450-1520) was an Albanian historian and Catholic priest. His
seminal work recounts the dramatic history of the Turkish campaign against
Shkodra and its environs, a thrilling first-hand account of heroism in the face of
conquest.
Albania is not well known by outsiders; it was deliberately closed to the outside
world during the communist era. Now it has thankfully become free again, its
borders are open and it can be visited, and it is increasingly integrating with the
rest of Europe and beyond. Unfortunately, Albania has had its share of problems
in the post-communist era; it's a land of destitution and despair, thanks in part to
the Albanian mafia, which has turned the country into one of blood-feuds,
kalashnikovs, and eternal crises. Yet, Albania is, in essence, a European nation
like any other and will soon, it is to be hoped, advance and take its proper place
in Europe and the world. The second edition of the Historical Dictionary of
Albania relates the history of this little-known country through a detailed
chronology, an introduction, a bibliography, appendixes, and over 700 crossreferenced dictionary entries on significant persons, places, and events;
institutions and organizations; and political, economic, social, cultural, and
religious facets.
In the year AD 9, three Roman legions were crushed by the German warlord
Arminius in the Battle of the Teutoburg Forest. This event is well-known, but
there was another uprising that Rome faced shortly before, which lasted from AD
6 to 9, and was just as intense. This rebellion occurred in the western Balkans
(an area roughly corresponding to modern Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Slovenia, Montenegro and parts of Serbia and Albania) and it tested the Roman
Empire to its limits. For three years, fifteen legions fought in the narrow valleys
and forest-covered crags of the Dinaric Mountains in a ruthless war of attrition
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against an equally ruthless and determined foe, and yet this conflict is largely
unknown today. _The Great Illyrian Revolt_ is believed to be the first book ever
devoted to this forgotten war of the Roman Empire. Within its pages, we examine
the history and culture of the mysterious Illyrian people, the story of how Rome
became involved in this volatile region, and what the Roman army had to face
during those harrowing three years in the Balkans.
The Battle of Kosovo of 1389 holds enormous significance in the formation of
modern Balkan nation states, especially among South Slav and Serbian
nationalist circles. What has given this single battle such resonance, even more
than six centuries later, and what does it reveal about the complex tangle of
identity in the contemporary Balkans. Robert Elsie's beautiful new translation
brings a little-known Albanian epic account of the battle between the Ottoman
Sultan Murat I and a coalition of Balkan forces brilliantly to life. The fantastic tale
of Murat's campaign in Kosovo and his assassination by the Albanian knight
Millosh Kopiliq is more often presented from the Serb perspective, which extols
particularly the valor of the Serbian knight Milos Obilic. By proposing an
alternative narrative, "The Battle of Kosovo 1389" offers a more nuanced
understanding of this powerful myth of nationalism and belonging. Anna Di
Lellio's sensitive commentary explores the significance of this epic poem and of
the battle more generally in post-war Kosovo in reinforcing a collective identity
that emphasizes resistance against foreign oppression and identifies strongly
with a European, predominantly Christian culture. "The Battle of Kosovo 1389" is
an important addition to our understanding of the past, present and future of this
complex Balkan nation as well as the broader issues of national memory and
identity.
Presents a comprehensive A-to-Z reference to the empire that once encompassed
large parts of the modern-day Middle East, North Africa, and southeastern Europe.
Erickson's study analyzes the specific reasons for the Ottoman defeat, providing a
comprehensive explanation of its doctrines and planning procedures.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with
text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation
process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.
"THE CODE OF LEKE DUKAGJINI is a great cultural treasure, comparable to the
chapters of The Old Testament." "It provides deep insights into the ancient society of
the Albanians, their somber dignity & their magnificent sense of honor."--David Binder,
The New York Times. "This legal system was established & passed on to future
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generations as a common law by Leke Dukagjini, a co-fighter of the legendary
Skenderbeg." "The 'Besa' or the 'word of honor' as stated in THE CODE OF LEKE
DUKAGJINI which means peace & protection to those whom it is given, has become
today an important fighting tool in the political struggle of Kosovo's Albanians against
Serb oppression."--Victor Meier, The Frankfurter Allgemeine Seitung. "The legal Code
of the Albanians known by them for a thousand years, is one of the most original in the
history of mankind. Among the basic pillars of this code are the equality of men before
the code & the non-abuse of justice." "The entire essence of the legal code of the
Albanians is an unparalleled rigorous respect for this basic principle: non-violation of
the dignity of a man- his honor, home, & life."--Ismail Kadare, Albanian writer.
The fuse to the First World War was lit in the Balkans where simmering hatreds
exploded into violence. Like a string of firecrackers, these hatreds had been fuelled by
attacks on the Turkish Ottoman Empire in the previous few years. From 1911-1912,
Italy seized Libya. In 1912, the Balkan states united to drive Turkey out of Europe in the
First Balkans War, and in the following year in the Second Balkans War, turned on each
other in a division of the spoils which allowed Turkey to retain a foothold in Europe. This
was a war of land campaigns, sea battles and amphibious operations in which the new
military technology was first used. Submarine and aircraft attacked ships, aircraft made
reconnaissance flights and bombed troops while even electronic warfare was used. It
also saw mirror images of the events in the First World War; Bulgarians driven from
Salonika where an Allied army would later be contained and Turkish troops held back in
the Dardanelles, their guns driving off a naval task force. These now forgotten wars
were the overture to the First World War and yet they have overtones a century later.
The First World War saw echoes of these campaigns in Salonika and especially in the
Dardanelles, while the ethnic tensions would erupt into further bloodshed after the Cold
War ended as Yugoslavia collapsed during the 1990s.
By the early-1980s Kosovo had reached a state of permanent crisis and military
occupation, and it became the main focus for the revival of Serbian nationalism. This
book traces the history of Kosovo, examining the Yugoslavian conflict, and the part
played by Western Europe in its destruction. 'This is a profound and important book,
essential reading for those who wish to understand either the complex history or the
present politics of Yugoslavia.' Hugh Trevor-Roper, SUNDAY TELEGRAPH 'A
dreadnought of a book, all big guns, covering the whole history of Kosovo, with an
authority that is often breathtaking and never oppressive.' Norman Stone, SUNDAY
TIMES
This volume is one in a continuing series of books prepared by the Federal Research
Division of the Library of Congress under the Country Studies/Area Handbook Program
sponsored by the Department of the Army.
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