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The subject of this book is limited to the abstract form or "logic" of science, as
applied particularly to scientific sociology. But the discussion presented here
goes beyond abstraction and serves a practical role in the sociology and history
of science by providing a framework for reducing the enormous variety of
scientific researches-both within a given field and across all fields-to a limited
number of interrelated formal elements. Such a framework may prove useful in
assessing empirical relationships between the formal aspects of scientific work
and its substantive social, economic, political, and historical aspects. This is a
work of synthesis that merits close attention. It provides an area for viewing
theory as something more than a review of the history of any single social
science discipline.
It is no secret that twentieth-century Britain was governed through a culture of
secrecy, and secrecy was particularly endemic in military research and defence
policy surrounding biological and chemical warfare. More generally, it is hard to
exaggerate the role of secrecy in all past biological and chemical warfare
programmes and several recent historical surveys of biological and chemical
warfare research have emphasised that all state sponsored programmes,
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together with sub-state organised activities, were cloaked in utmost secrecy. Of
these research programmes, Britain carried out one of the most significant in
scale and scope in the twentieth century. Yet, partly because of the secrecy
surrounding the programme, there is still little academic literature on its historical
development. Equally, and despite secrecy being a pervasive feature of past and
contemporary societies, social scientists and historians have paid relatively little
scholarly attention to the nature, mechanics and effects of secrecy, particularly
with regard to secrecy in relation to the production and governance of science
and technology. Drawing on classical sociological writing on secrecy by Simmel,
Merton and Shils this groundbreaking book by Brian Balmer draws on recently
declassified documents to investigate significant episodes in the history of
biological and chemical warfare. At the same time, it draws on more
contemporary perspectives in science and technology studies that understand
knowledge and social order as co-produced within heterogeneous networks of
'things and people' in order to develop a theoretical set of arguments about how
the relationship between secrecy and science might be understood.
This book is based on the last course of lectures that Pierre Bourdieu delivered at
the College de France. In it he presents a highly illuminating 'Sketch for a selfanalysis', applying his theories to himself to show how his social origins and
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educational capital influenced his academic trajectory and the course of his
thinking. It is a book that will be of great interest to students and scholars
throughout the social sciences, natural sciences and humanities.
The sociology of knowledge is generally seen as part of the sociology of cultural
products. Along with the sociology of science, it explores the social character of
science and in particular the social production of scientific knowledge. Knowledge
in all its varieties is of crucial importance in social, political, and economic
relations in modern society. Yet new realities, the editors argue in their
introduction to this second edition, require a new perspective.In the past half
century, the social role of knowledge has changed profoundly. The natural
attitude toward scientific knowledge in science that assigned a special status to
science's knowledge claims has lost its dominance, and the view that all
knowledge is socially constructed has gained general acceptance. Science
increasingly influences the political agenda in modern societies. Consequently, a
new political field has emerged: knowledge politics.These fourteen essays by
social scientists, philosophers, and historians cover fundamental issues,
theoretical perspectives, knowledge and power, and empirical studies. Eight of
the fourteen contributions were part of the first edition of Society and Knowledge,
published in 1984, and most of these have been updated and revised for this new
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edition. Included in this edition are six new contributions by Robert K. Merton,
Steve Fuller, Dick Pels, Nico Stehr, Barry Schwartz, and Michael Lynch.This
second, revised edition builds on its predecessor in presenting cutting-edge
theoretical and empirical efforts to transform the sociology of knowledge.
Professionals, policymakers, and graduate students in the fields of sociology,
political science, and social science will find this volume of interest and
importance.
Notes on contributors Acknowledgements 1. The Idiom of Co-production Sheila
Jasanoff 2. Ordering Knowledge, Ordering Society Sheila Jasanoff 3. Climate
Science and the Making of a Global Political Order Clark A. Miller 4. Coproducing CITES and the African Elephant Charis Thompson 5. Knowledge and
Political Order in the European Environment Agency Claire Waterton and Brian
Wynne 6. Plants, Power and Development: Founding the Imperial Department of
Agriculture for the West Indies, 1880-1914 William K. Storey 7. Mapping Systems
and Moral Order: Constituting property in genome laboratories Stephen
Hilgartner 8. Patients and Scientists in French Muscular Dystrophy Research
Vololona Rabeharisoa and Michel Callon 9. Circumscribing Expertise:
Membership categories in courtroom testimony Michael Lynch 10. The Science
of Merit and the Merit of Science: Mental order and social order in early twentiethPage 4/23

Download Ebook The Sociology Of Science An Episodic Memoir
century France and America John Carson 11. Mysteries of State, Mysteries of
Nature: Authority, knowledge and expertise in the seventeenth century Peter
Dear 12. Reconstructing Sociotechnical Order: Vannevar Bush and US science
policy Michael Aaron Dennis 13. Science and the Political Imagination in
Contemporary Democracies Yaron Ezrah 14. Afterword Sheila Jasanoff
References Index
This book addresses the important but understudied question of how social
scientific knowledge is entangled in the process of European integration. More
specifically, it provides the first systematic introduction to a sociology of
knowledge approach to European integration and demonstrates the value of such
an approach through empirical illustrations. Drawing on new research in the
intersection of sociology of knowledge and political sociology, the book is the first
to analyse the entanglement of social scientific knowledge and the development
of the EU. The book provides the first systematic mapping of the relations
between social scientific knowledge and particular aspects of European
integration such as the Euro and monetary governance, constitution- and treatynegotiation, education policy, enlargement and external relations. The book
imports key ideas from the sociology of knowledge, sociology of science and
political sociology to cast new light on the field of EU studies and its relation to
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the EU. The result is a fresh account of European integration, shaped – in often
surprising ways – by relatively small groups of people and their particular ideas
about economy, law, culture and politics. This book was published as a special
issue of the Journal of European Integration.
The world around us is continually being shaped by science, and by society’s
relationship to it. In recent years sociologists have been increasingly preoccupied
with the latter, and now in this fascinating book, Massimiano Bucchi provides a
brief introduction to this topical issue. Bucchi provides clear and unassuming
summaries of all the major theoretical positions within the sociology of science,
illustrated with many fascinating examples. Theories covered include Thomas
Kuhn's theory of scientific change, the sociology of scientific knowledge, actornetwork theory, and the social construction of technology. The second half of the
book looks at recent public controversies over the role of science in the modern
world including: * the Sokal affair, otherwise known as the science wars *
debates over public understanding of science, such as global warming and
genetically modified food * the implications of the human genome project. This
much needed introduction to a rapidly growing area brings theory alive and will
be essential reading for all students of the sociology of science.
'This work is a magisterial introduction to the sociology of science. With science being
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imbricated in the very tissue of our political lives – with climate change, energy policy,
biodiversity conservation and so forth – it is increasingly important that the rich lessons of the
field of science studies be brought to a wider readership. This book achieves that goal with
great style: it is both highly accessible and rigorously researched.' – Geoffrey C. Bowker, Santa
Clara University, US More than ever before, science and technology play a significant role in
modern society as evidenced by the development of nanotechnologies and the controversies
surrounding GMOs and climate change. This book comprehensively explores the flourishing
field of science and technology studies and examines its creation, development and interaction
with contemporary society. Dominique Vinck examines the various relationships between
science and society including the emergence of sciences, the dynamics of innovation and
technical democracy. He also investigates the principal social mechanisms of science and
technology such as institutions, organizations, exchanges between researchers and the
construction of scientific knowledge, expertise and innovation. The book provides a thorough
overview of the field and reviews the major theoretical and methodological approaches as well
as the current state of research on a range of topics. This original book will strongly appeal to
students and researchers in the social sciences including economics, the management of
innovation, political science and the sociology of science. All those interested in the debate on
the role of science and technology in society will also find this book to be of great interest.
Principles of Scientific Sociology represents a major attempt to redirect the course of
contemporary sociological thought. It is clear, well-organized, innovative, and original in its
discussion of the context and methods of sociology conceived as a natural science. Wallace
delineates the subject matter of sociology, classifies its variables, presents a logic of inquiry,
Page 7/23

Download Ebook The Sociology Of Science An Episodic Memoir
and advocates the use of this logic for the acceptance or rejection of hypotheses or theories
and for the solving of human problems. Social scientists, including political scientists,
sociologists, anthropologists, historians, economists, social psychologists, and students of
social phenomena among nonhumans, will find this work indispensable reading. Principles of
Scientifc Sociology emphasizes the relationship between pure and applied sociological
analysis. The essential contributions of each to the other are specified. Relationships between
the substantive concepts of the sociology of humans, on the one hand, and the sociology of
nonhumans, on the other, are systematized. In an attempt to put sociological analysis on a firm
scientific basis, the book contains a concluding chapter focusing on central premises of natural
science and their applicability to sociology. Wallace identifies the simple elements and
relationships that sociological analysis requires if it is to lead to an understanding of complex
social phenomena. On this basis, he considers the substantive elements and relations that
comprise structural functionalism, historical materialism, symbolic interactionism, and other
approaches to social data. He develops groundwork for standardizing these elements so that
the contexts of different analyses may become rigorously comparable. The result is a fine, onevolume synthesis of sociological theory.
In this bold and original study, Jeff Kochan constructively combines the sociology of scientific
knowledge (SSK) with Martin Heidegger’s early existential conception of science. Kochan
shows convincingly that these apparently quite different approaches to science are, in fact,
largely compatible, even mutually reinforcing. By combining Heidegger with SSK, Kochan
argues, we can explicate, elaborate, and empirically ground Heidegger’s philosophy of
science in a way that makes it more accessible and useful for social scientists and historians of
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science. Likewise, incorporating Heideggerian phenomenology into SSK renders SKK a more
robust and attractive methodology for use by scholars in the interdisciplinary field of Science
and Technology Studies (STS). Kochan’s ground-breaking reinterpretation of Heidegger also
enables STS scholars to sustain a principled analytical focus on scientific subjectivity, without
running afoul of the orthodox subject-object distinction they often reject. Science as Social
Existence is the first book of its kind, unfurling its argument through a range of topics relevant
to contemporary STS research. These include the epistemology and metaphysics of scientific
practice, as well as the methods of explanation appropriate to social scientific and historical
studies of science. Science as Social Existence puts concentrated emphasis on the
compatibility of Heidegger’s existential conception of science with the historical sociology of
scientific knowledge, pursuing this combination at both macro- and micro-historical levels.
Beautifully written and accessible, Science as Social Existence puts new and powerful tools
into the hands of sociologists and historians of science, cultural theorists of science, Heidegger
scholars, and pluralist philosophers of science.
The purpose of this book is to give a coherent account of the different perspectives on science
and technology that are normally studied under various disciplinary heads such as philosophy
of science, sociology of science and science policy. It is intended for students embarking on
courses in these subjects and assumes no special knowledge of any science. It is written in a
direct and simple style, and technical language is introduced very sparingly. As various
perspectives are sketched out in this book, the reader moves towards a consistent conception
of contemporary science as a rapidly changing social institution that has already grown out of
its traditional forms and plays a central role in society at large. It will appeal to students in a
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wide range of scientific disciplines and complement well Professor Ziman's earlier books.
This book addresses the history of harm reduction. It evaluates the consequences and
constraints, stakes and costs of the policy of needle exchange for the purposes of harm
prevention and health research. Vitellone situates the syringe at the centre of empirical
research and theoretical analysis, challenging existing accounts of drug injecting which treat
the syringe as a dead device that simply facilitates social action between humans. Instead, this
book complicates the relationship between human and object – injecting drug user and syringe
– to ask what happens if we see the object as an intra-active part of the sociality that
constitutes injecting practices. And what kinds of methods are required to generate a social
science of the syringe that is able to measure injecting sociality? Social Science of the Syringe
develops material methodologies and epistemologies of injecting drug use to enact the syringe
as an object of intellectual inquiry. It draws on the methodologies of social anthropology, ActorNetwork-Theory, Deleuze’s empiricism and new feminist materialism to move towards
materially-engaged knowledge production. This interdisciplinary approach improves
understandings of the causes and effects of injecting behaviour and the problem of needle
sharing, as well as providing a more robust empirical framework to evaluate the motivations
and consequences of drug use and drug policy. This book will appeal to researchers and
students interested in the sociology of health and illness, STS, Actor-Network Theory,
empirical sociology, medical anthropology, social and cultural anthropology, addiction theory
and harm reduction.
This book addresses a significant gap in the literature and provides a comprehensive overview
of the sociology of forensic science. Drawing on a wealth of international research and case
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studies, this book explores the intersection of science, technology, law and society and
examines the production of forensic knowledge. This book explores a range of key topics such
as: The integration of science into police work and criminal investigation, The relationship
between law and science, Ethical and social issues raised by new forensic technology
including DNA analysis, Media portrayals of forensic science, Forensic policy and the
international agenda for forensic science. This book is important and compelling reading for
students taking a range of courses, including criminal investigation, policing, forensic science,
and the sociology of science and technology.
"The exploration of the social conditions that facilitate or retard the search for scientific
knowledge has been the major theme of Robert K. Merton's work for forty years. This collection
of papers [is] a fascinating overview of this sustained inquiry. . . . There are very few other
books in sociology . . . with such meticulous scholarship, or so elegant a style. This collection
of papers is, and is likely to remain for a long time, one of the most important books in
sociology."—Joseph Ben-David, New York Times Book Review "The novelty of the approach,
the erudition and elegance, and the unusual breadth of vision make this volume one of the
most important contributions to sociology in general and to the sociology of science in
particular. . . . Merton's Sociology of Science is a magisterial summary of the field."—Yehuda
Elkana, American Journal of Sociology "Merton's work provides a rich feast for any scientist
concerned for a genuine understanding of his own professional self. And Merton's industry,
integrity, and humility are permanent witnesses to that ethos which he has done so much to
define and support."—J. R. Ravetz, American Scientist "The essays not only exhibit a diverse
and penetrating analysis and a deal of historical and contemporary examples, with concrete
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numerical data, but also make genuinely good reading because of the wit, the liveliness and
the rich learning with which Merton writes."—Philip Morrison, Scientific American "Merton's
impact on sociology as a whole has been large, and his impact on the sociology of science has
been so momentous that the title of the book is apt, because Merton's writings represent
modern sociology of science more than any other single writer."—Richard McClintock,
Contemporary Sociology

How far is scientific knowledge a product of social life? In addressing this question, the
major contributors to the sociology of knowledge have agreed that the conclusions of
science are dependent on social action only in a very special and limited sense. In
Science and the Sociology of Knowledge Michael Mulkay's first aim is to identify the
philosophical assumptions which have led to this view of science as special; and to
present a systematic critique of the standard philosophical account of science, showing
that there are no valid epistemological grounds for excluding scientific knowledge from
the scope of sociological analysis. The rest of the book is devoted to developing a
preliminary interpretation of the social creation of scientific knowledge. The processes
of knowledge-creation are delineated through a close examination of recent case
studies of scientific developments. Dr Mulkay argues that knowledge is produced by
means of negotiation, the outcome of which depends on the participants' use of social
as well as technical resources. The analysis also shows how cultural resources are
taken over from the broader social milieu and incorporated into the body of certified
knowledge; and how, in the political context of society at large, scientists' technical as
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well as social claims are conditioned and affected by their social position.
From weaker to stronger rhetoric : literature - Laboratories - From weak points to
strongholds : machines - Insiders out - From short to longer networks : tribunals of
reason - Centres of calculation.
In a unique volume, Contested Futures brings together a group of scholars to examine
the relationships between social action and the future. Rather than speculating upon
what the future might bring, the volume interrogates the metaphors and practices
through which the future is mobilized as an object of present day action and agency.
The book shifts the analytical gaze from looking into the future to looking at the future
as a sociological phenomenon in its own right. Futures are thus contested in as much
as they register differences of interest, time frame or organizational and political form.
Contestation is also evident in the ascendancy of certain discourses, languages and
metaphors which foreclose some futures whilst facilitating others. But futures are far
from being simply linguistic abstractions, and in fact can often be seen to harden into
material entrenchment as expectations become scripted into 'path dependency' and
'lock in'. Contested Futures is an invaluable analysis for both academics and policy
actors seeking a better understanding of the ubiquity of futures-discourse in the context
of today’s uncertainties.
This text demonstrates the link between philosophy of science and scientific practice.
Durkheim's sociology is examined as more than a collection of general observations
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about society, since the constructed theory of the meanings and causes of social life is
incorporated.
The major contributors to the sociology of knowledge have agreed that the conclusions
of science depend on social action only in a very limited sense. This view is examined
critically and it is argued that scientific knowledge should be included fully within the
scope of sociological analysis. The production of scientific knowledge is depicted as a
process of negotiation, the outcome of which depends on participants' use of resources
which are both technical and social. It is shown how cultural resources are taking over
from the broader cultural milieu and incorporated into the body of certified knowledge;
and how, in the wider political context, scientists' claims are conditioned and affected by
their social allegiances.
The author chronicles the rise of Sociology and the prominent thinkers of the nineteenthcentury.
"If a science has to be supported by fraudulent means, let it perish. " With these words
of Kepler, Agassi plunges into the actual troubles and glories of science (321). The
SOciology of science is no foreign intruder upon scientific knowledge in these essays,
for we see clearly how Agassi transforms the tired internalistJexternalist debate about
the causal influences in the history of science. The social character of the entire
intertwined epistemological and practical natures of the sciences is intrinsic to science
and itself split: the internal sociology within science, the external sociology of the social
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setting without. Agassi sees these social matters in the small as well as the large: from
the details of scientific communication, changing publishing as he thinks to 'on-demand'
centralism with less waste (Ch. 12), to the colossal tension of romanticism and
rationality in the sweep of historical cultures. Agassi is a moral and political philosopher
of science, defending, dis turbing, comprehending, criticizing. For him, science in a
society requires confrontation, again and again, with issues of autonomy vs.
legitimation as the central problem of democracy. And furthermore, devotion to science,
pace Popper, Polanyi, and Weber, carries preoccupational dangers: Popper's elitist
rooting out of 'pseudo-science', Weber's hard-working obsessive . com mitment to
science. See Agassi's Weberian gloss on the social psychology of science in his
provocative 'picture of the scientist as maniac' (437).

By now, most academics have heard something about the new science of
complexity. In a manner reminiscent of Einstein and the last hundred years of
physics, complexity science has captured the public imagination. ® One can go
to Amazon. com and purchase books on complexification (Casti 1994),
emergence (Holland 1998), small worlds (Barabási 2003), the web of life (Capra
1996), fuzzy thinking (Kosko 1993), global c- plexity (Urry 2003) and the business
of long-tails (Anderson 2006). Even television has incorporated the topics of
complexity science. Crime shows ® ® such as 24 or CSI typically feature
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investigators using the latest advances in computational modeling to “simulate
scenarios” or “data mine” all p- sible suspects—all of which is done before the
crime takes place. The ® World Wide Web is another example. A simple search
on Google. Com using the phrase “complexity science” gets close to a million
hits! C- plexity science is ubiquitous. What most scholars do not realize, however,
is the remarkable role sociologists are playing in this new science. C- sider the
following examples. 0. 1 Sociologists in Complexity Science The first example
comes from the new science of networks (Barabási 2003). By now, most readers
are familiar with the phenomena known as six-degrees of separation—the idea
that, because most large networks are comprised of a significant number of nonrandom weak-ties, the nodes (e. g. , people, companies, etc.
This volume comprises original articles by leading authors – from philosophy as
well as sociology – in the debate around relativism in the sociology of (scientific)
knowledge. Its aim has been to bring together several threads from the relevant
disciplines and to cover the discussion from historical and systematic points of
view. Among the contributors are Maria Baghramian, Barry Barnes, Martin
Endreß, Hubert Knoblauch, Richard Schantz and Harvey Siegel.
Well-known critic Brian Stableford, a former professor at the University of
Reading, contributes "a fascinating and valuable attempt to grapple with the
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questions of why SF authors write what they write, and why SF readers like what
they like"-Interzone. Contents: Introduction; Approaches to the Sociology of
Literature; The Analysis of Communicative Functions; The Evolution of Science
Fiction as a Publishing Category; The Expectations of the Science Fiction
Reader; Themes and Trends in Science Fiction; and Conclusion: The
Communicative Functions of Science Fiction. Complete with Notes and
References, Bibliography, and Index.
practice, some of which is translated into the standard forms of public discourse,
in publication, and then retranslated by readers and adapted again to local
practice at self-selected other sites. Less may be left implicit, and additional
personal and contextual information is carried, by the "informal" methods of
communication which mediate local projects and international publication. But
both methods of communication are screens as well as conduits of information.
History and Background of the Volume When the planning of this volume began
in the spring of 1977, it seemed a natural part of the mandate for the Yearbook.
There had also been a number of more specific calls for deeper studies of
research in social and historical context (3). These calls can be seen as giving
permission and legitimacy to ask questions otherwise seen as irrelevant, or even
disrespectful, and as attempts to develop new perspectives from which to ask
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and to answer them. The implied and expressed irreverence toward traditions
and institutions of great respect may have prolonged this process of initial
apologetics. In any case, in May 1977 the theme of 'The Social Process of
Scientific Investigation' was proposed to the Editorial Board for Volume IV as "the
heart of the subject. " That is, the ethnographic and detailed historical study of
actual scientific activity and thinking at or close to the work site.
In the twenty-first century, the production and use of scientific knowledge is more
regulated, commercialized, and participatory than at any other time. The stakes
in understanding those changes are high for scientist and nonscientist alike: they
challenge traditional ideas of intellectual work and property and have the
potential to remake legal and professional boundaries and transform the practice
of research. A critical examination of the structures of power and inequality these
changes hinge upon, this book explores the implications for human health,
democratic society, and the environment.
This collection of eighteen readings provides a basic text for undergraduates
taking sociology of science courses. A general survey of articles published
between 1961 and 1981, the book is also a useful overview for students taking
courses in social and political studies of science; science, technology, and
society; and "social issues" components of courses in the environmental
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sciences, geography, philosophy, and history of science. The editors have
organized the book around "the relationship between the subculture of science
and the wider culture which surrounds it. Looked at from this perpective, science
is primarily a source of knowledge and competence.... Thus to stress its
interaction with its context not only highlights these aspects of science which
most people find of overriding pragmatic interest, but also raises important basic
issues concerning credibility, the distribution of authority in society, and the
nature of the interaction between different forms of culture." Essays are grouped
in five sections: The Organization of Academic Science: Communication and
Control; The Culture of Science; The Interaction of Science and Technology; The
Interaction of Science and Society; Science as Expertise. The editors have
added a general introduction, part introductions, bibliographical notes, and a
lengthy bibliography. Barry Barnes is Lecturer at the Science Studies Unit,
University of Edinburgh, and editor of an earlier version of this book, The
Sociology of Science, published in the Penguin Sociology Readings series and
now out of print. David Edge is Director of The Science Studies Unit at the
University of Edinburgh and a joint editor of the journal, Social Studies of
Science.
This book draws on the tools of science and technology studies and economic
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sociology to reconceptualize the intersection of economy and technology,
suggesting materiality - the idea that social existence involves not only actors and
social relations but also objects - as the theoretical point of convergence.
Robert K. Merton is unarguably one of the most influential sociologists of his time. A figure
whose wide-ranging theoretical and methodological contributions have become fundamental to
the field, Merton is best known for introducing such concepts and procedures as unanticipated
consequences, self-fulfilling prophecies, focused group interviews, middle-range theory,
opportunity structure, and analytic paradigms. This definitive compilation encompasses the
breadth and brilliance of his works, from the earliest to the most recent. Merton's foundational
writings on social structure and process, on the sociology of science and knowledge, and on
the discipline and trajectory of sociology itself are all powerfully represented, as are his
autobiographical insights in a fascinating coda. Anchored by Piotr Sztompka's contextualizing
introduction, Merton's vast oeuvre emerges as a dynamic and profoundly coherent system of
thought, a constant source of vitality and renewal for present and future sociology.
Most social scientists and philosophers claim that sociology and philosophy are disjoint fields
of inquiry. Some have wondered how to trace the precise boundary between them. Mario
Bunge argues that the two fields are so entangled with one another that no demarcation is
possible or, indeed, desirable. In fact, sociological research has demonstrably philosophical
pre-suppositions. In turn, some findings of sociology are bound to correct or enrich the
philosophical theories that deal with the world, our knowledge of it, or the ways of acting upon
it. While Bunge's thesis would hardly have shocked Mill, Marx, Durkheim, or Weber, it is alien
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to the current sociological mainstream and dominant philosophical schools. Bunge
demonstrates that philosophical problematics arise in social science research. A fertile
philosophy of social science unearths critical presuppositions, analyzes key concepts, refines
effective research strategies, crafts coherent and realistic syntheses, and identifies important
new problems. Bunge examines Marx's and Durkheim's thesis that social facts are as objective
as physical facts; the so-called Thomas theorem that refutes the behaviorist thesis that social
agents react to social stimuli rather than to the way we perceive them; and Merton's thesis on
the ethos of basic science which shows that science and morality are intertwined. He considers
selected philosophical problems raised by contemporary social studies and argues forcefully
against tolerance of shabby work in academic social science and philosophy alike.
""What makes this book stand out is the way in which Mazlish situates sociology in the broader
context of late eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century social thought. This is the most
interesting treatment I have read of how there came to be a felt need for sociology, of how a
place was created in the intellectual firmament for this new science."" -Craig Calhoun,
University of North Carolina ""At a time of the breakdown of sociology, or at least the virtual
loss of the idea of historicity within the discipline, this examination of the birth of sociology can
provide valuable insight into the current condition no less than the glorious antecedents of a
major field of social research. . . . [A New Science] does a great deal to explain how the field of
sociology comes to reject connections, and celebrate distinctions: distinctions of class, race,
nationality, and the like. And [in] the extended discussions of Marx, Durkheim, Toennies (who
is especially deserving and often ignored in the great chain of European sociological beings)
and Weber, we get a word picture of some genuine substance and innovation."" -Irving Louis
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Horowitz, History of European Ideas ""Although numerous able interpreters have attempted
syntheses of the sociological tradition, Mazlish is the first to search so boldly for its ultimate
intentions. . . . Beginning students will find this a stimulating, wittily written introduction to the
history of sociology."" -Harry Liebersohn, American Historical Review ""An accessible,
fascinating, erudite, and provocative tour de force with a memorable, even gripping,
conclusion. It is a must for both college and general libraries."" -Choice
Gravity’s Ghost and Big Dog brings to life science’s efforts to detect cosmic gravitational
waves. These ripples in space-time are predicted by general relativity, and their discovery will
not only demonstrate the truth of Einstein’s theories but also transform astronomy. Although
no gravitational wave has ever been directly detected, the previous five years have been an
especially exciting period in the field. Here sociologist Harry Collins offers readers an
unprecedented view of gravitational wave research and explains what it means for an analyst
to do work of this kind. Collins was embedded with the gravitational wave physicists as they
confronted two possible discoveries—“Big Dog,” fully analyzed in this volume for the first time,
and the “Equinox Event,” which was first chronicled by Collins in Gravity’s Ghost. Collins
records the agonizing arguments that arose as the scientists worked out what they had seen
and how to present it to the world, along the way demonstrating how even the most statistical
of sciences rest on social and philosophical choices. Gravity’s Ghost and Big Dog draws on
nearly fifty years of fieldwork observing scientists at the American Laser Interferometer
Gravitational Wave Observatory and elsewhere around the world to offer an inspired
commentary on the place of science in society today.
Includes bibliographical references (p. ) and index.
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