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Nero fiddled while Rome burned. As catchy as that aphorism is, it’s sadly untrue, even if it has a nice ring to it. The one
thing Nero is well-known for is the one thing he actually didn’t do. But fear not, the truth of his life, his rule and what he
did with unrestrained power, is plenty weird, salacious and horrifying. And he is not alone. Roman history, from the very
foundation of the city, is replete with people and stories that shock our modern sensibilities. Evil Roman Emperors puts
the worst of Rome’s rulers in one place and offers a review of their lives and a historical context for what made them into
what they became. It concludes by ranking them, counting down to the worst ruler in Rome’s long history. Lucius
Tarquinius Suburbus called peace conferences with warring states, only to slaughter foreign leaders; Commodus sold
offices of the empire to the highest bidder; Caligula demanded to be worshipped as a god, and marched troops all the
way to the ocean simply to collect seashells as “proof” of their conquest; even the Roman Senate itself was made up of
oppressors, exploiters, and murderers of all stripes. Author Phillip Barlag profiles a host of evil Roman rulers across the
history of their empire, along with the faceless governing bodies that condoned and even carried out heinous acts.
Roman history, deviant or otherwise, is a subject of endless fascination. What’s never been done before is to look at the
worst of the worst at the same time, comparing them side by side, and ranking them against one another. Until now.
The enemy were overpowered and took to flight. The Romans pursued as far as their strength enabled them to run'
Between 58 and 50 BC Julius Caesar conquered most of the area now covered by France, Belgium and Switzerland, and
invaded Britain twice, and The Conquest of Gaul is his record of these campaigns. Caesar’s narrative offers insights into
his military strategy and paints a fascinating picture of his encounters with the inhabitants of Gaul and Britain, as well as
lively portraits of the rebel leader Vercingetorix and other Gallic chieftains. The Conquest of Gaulcan also be read as a
piece of political propaganda, as Caesar sets down his version of events for the Roman public, knowing he faces civil war
on his return to Rome. Revised and updated by Jane Gardner, S. A. Handford’s translation brings Caesar’s lucid and
exciting account to life for modern readers. This volume includes a glossary of persons and places, maps, appendices
and suggestions for further reading.
A lively portrait of the quintessential Roman politician describes the life and times of the ancient statesman, based on the
witty and candid letters that Cicero wrote to his friend Atticus in which he described the events and personalities that
shaped the final days of Republican Rome. Reprint. 50,000 first printing.
'Because of his baldness and hairiness, he announced it was a capital offence for anyone either to look down on him as
he passed or to mention goats in any context.' The biography of the brutal, crazed and incestuous Roman Emperor
Caligula, who tried to appoint his own horse consul. Introducing Little Black Classics: 80 books for Penguin's 80th
birthday. Little Black Classics celebrate the huge range and diversity of Penguin Classics, with books from around the
world and across many centuries. They take us from a balloon ride over Victorian London to a garden of blossom in
Japan, from Tierra del Fuego to 16th-century California and the Russian steppe. Here are stories lyrical and savage;
poems epic and intimate; essays satirical and inspirational; and ideas that have shaped the lives of millions. Gaius
Suetonius Tranquillus (c.70-130 CE). Suetonius's The Twelve Caesars is also available in Penguin Classics.
An essential primary source on Roman history, Suetonius' The Twelve Caesars is a fascinating achievement of
scholarship covering a critical period in the Empire. This Penguin Classics edition is translated from the Latin by Robert
Graves, author of I, Claudius, revised with an introduction and notes by James B. Rives. As private secretary to the
Emperor Hadrian, the scholar Suetonius had access to the imperial archives and used them (along with eyewitness
accounts) to produce one of the most colourful biographical works in history. The Twelve Caesars chronicles the public
careers and private lives of the men who wielded absolute power over Rome, from the foundation of the empire under
Julius Caesar and Augustus, to the decline into depravity and civil war under Nero and the recovery that came with his
successors. A masterpiece of observation, anecdote and detailed physical description, The Twelve Caesars presents us
with a gallery of vividly drawn - and all too human - individuals. James B. Rives has sensitively updated Robert Graves's
now classic translation, reinstating Latin terms and updating vocabulary while retaining the liveliness of the original. This
edition contains a new chronology, further reading, glossaries, maps, notes and an introduction discussing Suetonius' life
and works. Gaius Suetonius Tranquillus was probably born in AD69 - the famous 'year of the four Emperors'. From the
letters of Suetonius' close friend Pliny the Younger we learn that he practiced briefly at the bar, avoided political life, and
became chief secretary to the Emperor Hadrian (AD117-38). Suetonius seems to have lived to a good age and probably
died around the year AD140. If you enjoyed The Twelve Caesars, you might like Tacitus's The Annals of Imperial Rome,
also available in Penguin Classics. 'Suetonius, in holding up a mirror to those Caesars of diverting legend, reflects not
only them but ourselves: half-tempted creatures, whose great moral task is to hold in balance the angel and the monster
within'Gore Vidal
The creators of popular culture have often appropriated elements of Roman history and society. This text looks at how
ancient Rome has been depicted and what the portrayals tell us about contemporary culture.
Julian the Apostate was the nephew of Emperor Constantine the Great. Julian ascended to the throne in A.D. 361, at the
age of twenty-nine, and was murdered four years later after an unsuccessful attempt to rebuke Christianity and restore
the worship of the old gods. Now this historical tapestry is brought to vibrant life by the dazzling talent of Gore Vidal.
Propelled to power by the age of 17 by an ambitious mother, self-indulgent to the point of criminality, inadequate,
paranoid and the perpetrator of heinous crimes including matricide and fratricide, and deposed and killed by 31, Nero is
one of Rome’s most infamous Emperors. But has history treated him fairly? Or is the popular view of Nero as a
capricious and depraved individual a travesty of the truth and a gross injustice to Rome's fifth emperor? This new
biography will look at Nero’s life with fresh eyes. While showing the man 'warts and all', it also caste a critical eye on the
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'libels' which were perpetrated on him, such as claiming he was a madman, many of which were most probably made up
to suit the needs of the Flavians, who had overthrown his dynasty.
Dramatic artist, natural scientist and philosopher, Plutarch is widely regarded as the most significant historian of his era, writing sharp and
succinct accounts of the greatest politicians and statesman of the classical period. Taken from the Lives, a series of biographies spanning the
Graeco-Roman age, this collection illuminates the twilight of the old Roman Republic from 157-43 bc. Whether describing the would-be
dictators Marius and Sulla, the battle between Crassus and Spartacus, the death of political idealist Crato, Julius Caesar's harrowing triumph
in Gaul or the eloquent oratory of Cicero, all offer a fascinating insight into an empire wracked by political divisions. Deeply influential on
Shakespeare and many other later writers, they continue to fascinate today with their exploration of corruption, decadence and the struggle
for ultimate power.
One of the most controversial of all works to survive from ancient Rome, the Augustan History is our main source of information about the
Roman emperors from 117 to 284 AD. Written in the late fourth century by an anonymous author, it is an enigmatic combination of truth,
invention and humour. This volume contains the first half of the History, and includes biographies of every emperor from Hadrian to
Heliogabalus - among them the godlike Marcus Antonius and his grotesquely corrupt son Commodus. The History contains many fictitious
(but highly entertaining) anecdotes about the depravity of the emperors, as the author blends historical fact and faked documents to present
our most complete - albeit unreliable - account of the later Roman Caesars.
Livy (c. 59 BC-AD 17) dedicated most of his life to writing some 142 volumes of history, the first five of which comprise The Early History of
Rome. With stylistic brilliance, he chronicles nearly 400 years of history, from the founding of Rome (traditionally dated to 757 BC) to the
Gallic invasion in 386 BC - an era which witnessed the reign of seven kings, the establishment of the Republic, civil strife and brutal conflict.
Bringing compelling characters to life, and re-presenting familiar tales - including the tragedy of Coriolanus and the story of Romulus and
Remus - The Early History is a truly epic work, and a passionate warning that Rome should learn from its history.
Books VI-X of Livy's monumental work trace Rome's fortunes from its near collapse after defeat by the Gauls in 386 bc to its emergence, in a
matter of decades, as the premier power in Italy, having conquered the city-state of Samnium in 293 bc. In this fascinating history, events are
described not simply in terms of partisan politics, but through colourful portraits that bring the strengths, weaknesses and motives of leading
figures such as the noble statesman Camillus and the corrupt Manlius vividly to life. While Rome's greatest chronicler intended his history to
be a memorial to former glory, he also had more didactic aims - hoping that readers of his account could learn from the past ills and virtues of
the city.
The twelve monumental silver-gilt standing cups known as the Aldobrandini Tazze constitute perhaps the most enigmatic masterpiece of
Renaissance European metalwork. Topped with statuettes of the Twelve Caesars, the tazze are decorated with marvelously detailed scenes
illustrating the lives of those ancient Roman rulers. The work’s origin is unknown, and the ensemble was divided in the nineteenth century
and widely dispersed, greatly hampering study. This volume, inspired by a groundbreaking symposium at The Metropolitan Museum of Art,
examines topics ranging from the tazze’s representation of the ancient world to their fate in the hands of nineteenth-century collectors, and
presents newly discovered archival material and advanced scientific findings. The distinguished essayists propose answers to critical
questions that have long surrounded the set and shed light on the stature of Renaissance goldsmiths’ work as an art form, establishing a
new standard for the study of Renaissance silver.
Recounts the life of Lorenzo de' Medici, the Florentine banker, statesman, and arts patron, and includes his competitive and at times violent
career in politics.
The thrilling family saga of five unforgettable women who remade Europe From the great courts, glittering palaces, and war-ravaged
battlefields of the seventeenth century comes the story of four spirited sisters and their glamorous mother, Elizabeth Stuart, granddaughter of
the martyred Mary, Queen of Scots. Upon her father's ascension to the illustrious throne of England, Elizabeth Stuart was suddenly thrust
from the poverty of unruly Scotland into the fairy-tale existence of a princess of great wealth and splendor. When she was married at sixteen
to a German count far below her rank, it was with the understanding that her father would help her husband achieve the kingship of Bohemia.
The terrible betrayal of this commitment would ruin "the Winter Queen," as Elizabeth would forever be known, imperil the lives of those she
loved, and launch a war that would last for thirty years. Forced into exile, the Winter Queen and her family found refuge in Holland, where the
glorious art and culture of the Dutch Golden Age indelibly shaped her daughters' lives. Her eldest, Princess Elizabeth, became a scholar who
earned the respect and friendship of the philosopher René Descartes. Louisa was a gifted painter whose engaging manner and appealing
looks provoked heartache and scandal. Beautiful Henrietta Maria would be the only sister to marry into royalty, although at great cost. But it
was the youngest, Sophia, a heroine in the tradition of a Jane Austen novel, whose ready wit and good-natured common sense masked
immense strength of character, who fulfilled the promise of her great-grandmother Mary and reshaped the British monarchy, a legacy that
endures to this day. Brilliantly researched and captivatingly written, filled with danger, treachery, and adventure but also love, courage, and
humor, Daughters of the Winter Queen follows the lives of five remarkable women who, by refusing to surrender to adversity, changed the
course of history.
A new, definitive translation of the quintessential Korean classic: the Robin Hood story of a magical boy who joins a group of robber bandits
and becomes a king *Selected as a Best Book of the Year by NPR and The Washington Post* The Story of Hong Gildong is arguably the
single most important work of classic Korean fiction. A fantastic story of adventure, it has been adapted into countless movies, television
shows, novels, and comics in Korea. Until now, the earliest and fullest text of this incredible fable has been inaccessible to English readers.
Hong Gildong, the brilliant but illegitimate son of a noble government minister, cannot advance in society due to his second-class status, so
he leaves home and becomes the leader of a band of outlaws. On the way to building his own empire and gaining acceptance from his family,
Hong Gildong vanquishes assassins, battles monsters, and conquers kingdoms. Minsoo Kang’s expressive and lively new translation finally
makes the authoritative text of this premodern tale available in English, reintroducing a noble and righteous outlaw and sharing a beloved
hallmark of Korean culture. "Hong Gildong is an iconic figure in the Korean literary canon...He's the mythic center of a sometimes-delightful,
sometimes-unsettling tale, and it's time the Western world gets to know him." —NPR "[A] marvel-filled swashbuckler...Besides being half fairy
tale, half social protest novel, The Story of Hong Gildong possesses a profound resonance for modern Koreans." —Michael Dirda, The
Washington Post For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world.
With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

This introduction to modern Druidism provides a comprehensive overview of today’s Pagan religion and philosophy, whose roots
are in the Celtic tribal societies of ancient Britain and Ireland. The author covers Druidism’s mythology, history and important
figures and its beliefs and moral system, and describes practices, rituals and ceremonies. A gazetteer of important sacred sites is
included, along with information about modern Druid groups and organizations.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see
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the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around
the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and
made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
A gripping and vivid historical fiction that captures the full sweep of history during the fall of the Roman Empire through the eyes of
a servant. Threatened by invaders on all sides, the Roman Empire in the sixth century fought to maintain its borders. Leading its
defense was the Byzantine general Belisarius, a man who earned the grudging respect of his enemies, and who rose to become
the Emperor Justinian’s greatest military leader. Loosely based on Procopius’ History of the Justinian Wars and Secret History,
this novel tells the general’s story through the eyes of Eugenius, a eunuch and servant to the general’s wife. It presents a
compelling portrait of a man bound by a strict code of honor and unrelenting loyalty to an emperor who is intelligent but flawed,
and whose decisions bring him to a tragic end. Eminent historical novelist and classicist Robert Graves presents a vivid account of
a time in history both dissolute and violent, and demonstrates one again his mastery of this historical period. “A vigorous tale . . . a
brilliant piece of scholarship.” —Kirkus Reviews “The scope of the book is massive—encompassing religious controversy and
cultural developments as well as military history—yet, throughout, Graves succeeds in blending historical details with the
development of his main characters.” —Historical Novel Society
Uses maps, text, and illustrations to present the history of the Roman Empire, from its beginning as a modest village to its
transformation into a Christian theocracy
Undeniably one of Rome's most important historians, Tacitus was also one of its most gifted. Ideal for college students, this newly
revised edition of two seminal works on Imperial Rome is now available.
Donna Hurley has done a sterling job in providing us with both an Introduction to Suetonius and a translation of The Caesars that
we can confidently recommend to students. Her Introduction summarizes a complex topic succinctly and is informative without
being overwhelming, set at an ideal level for the student and intelligent enthusiast. Her translation is accurate and contemporary.
Her primary goal is faithfulness to the original, which she achieves, but at the same time she recognizes the need to make her text
clear, entertaining, and comprehensible to the modern reader, and she strikes exactly the right balance. --Anthony Barrett,
Emeritus, University of British Columbia
The twentieth century has been called 'the American Century'. Not since the days of the Roman emperors has there been such a
succession of rulers holding the fate of the world in their hands. Now, award-winning biographer Nigel Hamilton gives us the lives
of the twelve men, from Franklin D. Roosevelt to George W. Bush, who presided over America's imperial fortunes - the good, the
bad and the truly awful. How did these American Caesars reach the White House? What were the challenges they faced when
they got there and how did they meet them? And who were these men in their private lives? Compulsively readable, packed with
unforgettable characters as well as stories, lessons and revelations, American Caears is essential reading for our times.
Regarded as little more than a stammering fool, the nobleman Claudius quietly survives the intrigues, bloody purges and mounting
cruelty of the imperial Roman dynasties. He watches and records the activities of the wise Augustus and his villainous wife Livia,
the sadistic Tiberius and the insane excesses of Caligula. Written in the form of Claudius' autobiography, this is the first part of
Robert Graves's brilliant account of the madness and debauchery of ancient Rome.
The Book of Firsts is an entertaining, enlightening, and highly browsable tour of the major innovations of the past twenty centuries
and how they shaped our world. Peter D’Epiro makes this handy overview of human history both fun and thought-provoking with
his survey of the major “firsts”—inventions, discoveries, political and military upheavals, artistic and scientific breakthroughs,
religious controversies, and catastrophic events—of the last two thousand years. Who was the first to use gunpowder? Invent
paper? Sack the city of Rome? Write a sonnet? What was the first university? The first astronomical telescope? The first great
novel? The first Impressionist painting? The Book of Firsts explores these questions and many more, from the earliest surviving
cookbook (featuring parboiled flamingo) and the origin of chess (sixth-century India) to the first civil service exam (China in 606
AD) and the first tell-all memoir about scandalous royals (Byzantine Emperor Justinian and Empress Theodora). In the form of 150
brief, witty, erudite, and information-packed essays, The Book of Firsts is ideal for anyone interested in an enjoyable way to
acquire a deeper understanding of history and the fascinating personalities who forged it.
The Twelve CaesarsPenguin UK
An analysis of Suetonius' account of the emperor Domitian. The book provides a detailed commentary on matters of historical
importance in the text, together with a discussion of Suetonius' life. A comparison is offered between Suetonius' account and Dio's
version. Latin sources are utilized.
Suetonius' Life of Augustus is the most commonly read ancient account of the life of Rome's first emperor, presenting a mass of
historical and biographical detail about both his public and personal lives. This volume provides the first large-scale commentary
on Suetonius' work in English, drawing out what is unique about Suetonius' information, discussing how it relates to other ancient
accounts, and assessing its historical reliability. The commentary is the first to be accessible to readers without any knowledge of
Latin or Greek due to its use of English lemmata, while the new translation remains faithful to the original Latin. Accompanied by
an introduction which investigates the career of Suetonius, the date of the Lives of the Caesars, the structure of the Life of
Augustus, the various sources utilized by Suetonius, and the way in which the reader should approach this complex text, the
commentary also looks to examine Suetonius' work not just as a repository of facts, but as a literary artefact carefully constructed
by its author.
'Suetonius, in holding up a mirror to those Caesars of diverting legend, reflects not only them but ourselves: half-tempted
creatures, whose great moral task is to hold in balance the angel and the monster within' GORE VIDAL As private secretary to the
Emperor Hadrian, the scholar Suetonius had access to the imperial archives and used them (along with eyewitness accounts) to
produce one of the most colourful biographical works in history. The Twelve Caesars chronicles the public careers and private
lives of the men who wielded absolute power over Rome, from the foundation of the empire under Julius Caesar and Augustus to
the decline into depravity under Nero and the recovery that came with his successors. This masterpiece of observation,
immortalized in Robert Graves's classic translation, presents us with a gallery of vividly drawn - and all too human - individuals.
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Translated by ROBERT GRAVES Revised with an Introduction and notes by JAMES B. RIVES
The acclaimed historian and author of Caesar presents “a first-rate popular biography” of Rome’s first emperor, written “with a
storyteller’s brio” (Washington Post). The story of Augustus’ life is filled with drama and contradiction, risky gambles and
unexpected success. He began as a teenage warlord whose only claim to power was as the grand-nephew and heir of the
murdered Julius Caesar. Mark Antony dubbed him “a boy who owes everything to a name,” but he soon outmaneuvered a host of
more experienced politicians to become the last man standing in 30 BC. Over the next half century, Augustus created a new
system of government—the Principate or rule of an emperor—which brought peace and stability to the vast Roman Empire. In this
highly anticipated biography, Goldsworthy puts his deep knowledge of ancient sources to full use, recounting the events of
Augustus’ long life in greater detail than ever before. Goldsworthy pins down the man behind the myths: a consummate
manipulator, propagandist, and showman, both generous and ruthless. Under Augustus’ rule the empire prospered, yet his
success was constantly under threat and his life was intensely unpredictable.
Tacitus' Annals of Imperial Rome recount the major historical events from the years shortly before the death of Augustus up to the
death of Nero in AD 68. With clarity and vivid intensity he describes the reign of terror under the corrupt Tiberius, the great fire of
Rome during the time of Nero, and the wars, poisonings, scandals, conspiracies and murders that were part of imperial life.
Despite his claim that the Annals were written objectively, Tacitus' account is sharply critical of the emperors' excesses and fearful
for the future of Imperial Rome, while also filled with a longing for its past glories.
The political career of one of the great statesmen of Antiquity--indeed of all times--is here captured in a full, authoritative, and lively
biography that has long been a classic.

A new translation of an important text for Greek mythology used as a source book by classicists from antiquity to Robert
Graves, The Library of Greek Mythology is a complete summary of early Greek myth, telling the story of each of the great
families of heroic mythology, and the various adventures associated with the main heroes and heroines, from Jason and
Perseus to Heracles and Helen of Troy. Using the ancient system of detailed histories of the great families, it contains
invaluable genealogical diagrams for maximum clarity.
New York Times Bestseller A New York Times Notable Book Named one of the Best Books of the Year by the Wall
Street Journal, the Economist, Foreign Affairs, and Kirkus Reviews Finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award
(Nonfiction) Shortlisted for the Cundill Prize in Historical Literature Finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize (History)
A San Francisco Chronicle Holiday Gift Guide Selection A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice Selection A
sweeping, "magisterial" history of the Roman Empire from one of our foremost classicists shows why Rome remains
"relevant to people many centuries later" (Atlantic). In SPQR, an instant classic, Mary Beard narrates the history of Rome
"with passion and without technical jargon" and demonstrates how "a slightly shabby Iron Age village" rose to become
the "undisputed hegemon of the Mediterranean" (Wall Street Journal). Hailed by critics as animating "the grand sweep
and the intimate details that bring the distant past vividly to life" (Economist) in a way that makes "your hair stand on end"
(Christian Science Monitor) and spanning nearly a thousand years of history, this "highly informative, highly readable"
(Dallas Morning News) work examines not just how we think of ancient Rome but challenges the comfortable historical
perspectives that have existed for centuries. With its nuanced attention to class, democratic struggles, and the lives of
entire groups of people omitted from the historical narrative for centuries, SPQR will to shape our view of Roman history
for decades to come.
A military leader of legendary genius, Caesar was also a great writer, recording the events of his life with incomparable
immediacy and power. The Civil War is a tense and gripping depiction of his struggle with Pompey over the leadership of
Republican Rome - a conflict that spanned the entire Roman world, from Gaul and Spain to Asia and Africa. Where
Caesar's own account leaves off in 48 BC, his lieutenants take up the history, describing the vital battles of Munda, Spain
and Thapsus, and the installation of Cleopatra, later Caesar's mistress, as Queen of Egypt. Together these narratives
paint a full picture of the events that brought Caesar supreme power - and paved the way for his assassination only
months later.
Consuelo Vanderbilt was young, beautiful and the heir to a vast family fortune. She was also deeply in love with an
American suitor when her mother chose instead for her to fulfil her social ambitions and marry an English Duke. Leaving
her life in America, she came to England as the Duchess of Marlborough in 1895 and took up residence in her new home
- Blenheim Palace. The 9th Duchess gives unique first-hand insight into life at the very pinnacle of English society in the
Edwardian era. An unsnobbish, but often amused observer of the intricate hierarchy both upstairs and downstairs at
Blenheim Palace, she is also a revealing witness to the glittering balls, huge weekend parties and major state occasions
she attended or hosted. Here are her encounters with every important figure of the day - from Queen Victoria, Edward
V11 and Queen Alexandra to Tsar Nicholas, Prince Metternich and the young Winston Churchill. Causing a scandal by
separating from the Duke after 11 years, Consuelo began her new life as philanthropist, public speaker and campaigner
for women's suffrage. Her literary soirees would include H G Wells, JM Barrie and George Bernard Shaw. In 1921 she
remarried aviator Jacques Balsan moving with him to a chateau in the South of France. This intimate, richly enjoyable
memoir is a wonderfully revealing portrait of a golden age.
The new Second Edition of the definitive history of Rome—from its beginnings to the Arab conquest, and beyond.
The Greek statesman Polybius (c.200–118 BC) wrote his account of the relentless growth of the Roman Empire in order
to help his fellow countrymen understand how their world came to be dominated by Rome. Opening with the Punic War in
264 BC, he vividly records the critical stages of Roman expansion: its campaigns throughout the Mediterranean, the
temporary setbacks inflicted by Hannibal and the final destruction of Carthage. An active participant of the politics of his
time as well as a friend of many prominent Roman citizens, Polybius drew on many eyewitness accounts in writing this
cornerstone work of history.
Explores the moral struggles, political intrigues and violent vendettas that enmeshed Seneca, the ancient Roman writer
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and philosopher, in the brutal daily lives of the imperial family and the regime of his student, Nero.
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