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Profiles eight films--including "Mississippi Burning," "Sergeant York," "Bonnie and Clyde," and
"Norma Rae"--to reveal how they reimagine and recreate American history
“A convincing case that careful analysis of the history, issues, individuals, and institutions can
lead to better decisions—in business as well as in government” (BusinessWeek). Two noted
professors offer easily remembered rules for using history effectively in day-to-day
management of governmental and corporate affairs to avoid costly blunders. “An illuminating
guide to the use and abuse of history in affairs of state” (Arthur Schlesinger).
A series of reflective and critical essays explores the perspectives of leading theorists of
human rights, building on the postwar human rights discourse in his acclaimed The Last Utopia
to challenge intellectual views about humanitarian intervention.
In Telling Stories, Mary Jo Maynes, Jennifer L. Pierce, and Barbara Laslett argue that personal
narratives—autobiographies, oral histories, life history interviews, and memoirs—are an
important research tool for understanding the relationship between people and their societies.
Gathering examples from throughout the world and from premodern as well as contemporary
cultures, they draw from labor history and class analysis, feminist sociology, race relations, and
anthropology to demonstrate the value of personal narratives for scholars and students alike.
Telling Stories explores why and how personal narratives should be used as evidence, and the
methods and pitfalls of their use. The authors stress the importance of recognizing that stories
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that people tell about their lives are never simply individual. Rather, they are told in historically
specific times and settings and call on rules, models, and social experiences that govern how
story elements link together in the process of self-narration. Stories show how individuals'
motivations, emotions, and imaginations have been shaped by their cumulative life
experiences. In turn, Telling Stories demonstrates how the knowledge produced by personal
narrative analysis is not simply contained in the stories told; the understanding that takes place
between narrator and analyst and between analyst and audience enriches the results
immeasurably.
Publisher Description
Spaces, too, have a history. And history always takes place in spaces. But what do historians
mean when they use the word "spaces"? And how can spaces be historically investigated?
Susanne Rau provides a survey of the history of Western concepts of space, opens up
interdisciplinary approaches to the phenomenon of space in fields ranging from physics and
geography to philosophy and sociology, and explains how historical spatial analysis can be
methodologically and conceptually conceived and carried out in practice. The case studies
presented in the book come from the fields of urban history, the history of trade, and global
history including the history of cartography, but its analysis is equally relevant to other fields of
inquiry. This book offers the first comprehensive introduction to the theory and methodology of
historical spatial analysis.
Sir John Seeley is best known for his remark that the empire was acquired in a fit of absentmindedness.
Games of History provides an understanding of how games as artefacts, textual and visual
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sources on games and gaming as a pastime or a “serious” activity can be used as sources for
the study of history. From the vast world of games, the book’s focus is on board and card
games, with reference to physical games, sports and digital games as well. Considering
culture, society, politics and metaphysics, the author uses examples from various places
around the world and from ancient times to the present to demonstrate how games and
gaming can offer the historian an alternative, often very valuable and sometimes unique path
to the past. The book offers a thorough discussion of conceptual and material approaches to
games as sources, while also providing the reader with a theoretical starting point for further
study within specific thematic chapters. The book concludes with three case studies of different
types of games and how they can be considered as historical sources: the gladiatorial games,
chess and the digital game Civilization. Offering an alternative approach to the study of history
through its focus on games and gaming as historical sources, this is the ideal volume for
students considering different types of sources and how they can be used for historical study,
as well as students who study games as primary or secondary sources in their history projects.
Delve Into the Fascinating World of Dirt Dirt is a matter of opinion, according to public health
and hygiene authority Terence McLaughli. In this engaging, thoroughly-researched, and often
humorous study of the “imperfections” of human existence and our relationship to them,
McClaughlin dissects human attitudes about the slime, mud, stench and filth which has
accompanied society through history. Our notion of cleanliness has a marked cultural aspect.
For instance, McLaughlin cites Old Testament examples of cleanliness which, unbeknownst at
the time, helped protect observant followers from the plague. The famous baths of ancient
Rome were seen as progress for personal hygiene, and later scorned by Christians who
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rejected all things Roman. McLaughlin recites a long litany of examples of how we accept or
reject substances, exploring why we dislike sensations such as stickiness and sliminess.
Cultural attitudes about everything from factory smoke to personal hygiene are constantly
shifting with the economic and political exigencies of the era. In this age of pandemic viruses,
there has never been a more important time to observe how people think about the possible
contaminants around us. Dirt is a key resource for anyone wishing to understand humanity’s
role in shaping our environment.
The cultural landscape of the Hudson River Valley is crowded with ghosts--the ghosts of Native
Americans and Dutch colonists, of Revolutionary War soldiers and spies, of presidents, slaves,
priests, and laborers. Possessions asks why this region just outside New York City became the
locus for so many ghostly tales, and shows how these hauntings came to operate as a peculiar
type of social memory whereby things lost, forgotten, or marginalized returned to claim
possession of imaginations and territories. Reading Washington Irving's stories along with a
diverse array of narratives from local folklore and regional writings, Judith Richardson explores
the causes and consequences of Hudson Valley hauntings to reveal how ghosts both evolve
from specific historical contexts and are conjured to serve the present needs of those they
haunt. These tales of haunting, Richardson argues, are no mere echoes of the past but
function in an ongoing, contentious politics of place. Through its tight geographical focus,
Possessions illuminates problems of belonging and possessing that haunt the nation as a
whole. Table of Contents: Introduction 1. "How Comes theHudson to this Unique Heritage?" 2.
Irving's Web 3. The Colorful Career of a Ghost from Leeds 4. Local Characters 5. Possessing
High Tor Mountain Epilogue: Hauntings without End Notes Index Reviews of this book: The
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author traces changing versions of several ghostly tales that mutated over time to reflect local
conditions and controversies as well as national political issues like abolitionism. Richardson
shows that, thanks to the Hudson Valley's long history of settlement, the 'legendizing impetus'
created by Washington Irving, and the area's established position as a tourist destination, it
inspired at least three sometimes overlapping traditions of hauntings: the 'aboriginal' Dutch and
Indian hauntings, the Revolutionary War hauntings, and industrial hauntings, which are traced
in Maxwell Anderson's High Tor (1937) and T. Coraghessan Boyle's World's End (1987). --J. J.
Benardete, Choice Possessions is a rare and brilliant book that seamlessly combines history
and literature--revealing how richly they can support one another. It is a great pleasure to read:
both fluent and profound. --Alan Taylor, author of American Colonies and William Cooper's
Town This is a lively, well-written, and engaging interdisciplinary study. Richardson pursues
two main goals: probing in considerable detail a body of early national folklore and its modern
revivals and testing some more general notions about the uses to which such lore is put in the
periods when it is recovered, reshaped, and reinvigorated. It is smart without being
condescending, locally inflected without exhibiting the least bit of piety - and, I think, quite
suggestive for scholars looking at other domains far beyond the Hudson Valley. She gives us a
way of understanding how the "local" has figured in the cultural construction of Americanness.
--Wayne Franklin, author of Discoverers, Explorers, Settlers and The New World of James
Fenimore Cooper
Use and Abuse of History has become a key text of current historiography; this is a book that
poses fundamental and disturbing questions about the use and abuse of history. Engaging and
challenging, this book confronts the reader with the many 'histories' that exist and have existed
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around the world, from the Zulu kingdoms to Communist China. This title has now been
extensively revised by Marc Ferro, a well respected historian, and presents the different
narratives that constitute the histories of countries as diverse as India, Iran, Trinidad and the
United States makes for fascinating reading in their own right. What makes this book so
valuable, though, is what these narratives tell us about the societies which create them – how
much is history distorted in order to condition the minds of those who are taught it? Use and
Abuse of History appeals to anyone with a general interested in history.
Leonardo Bruni (1370–1444) is widely recognized as the most important humanist historian of
the early Renaissance. But why this recognition came about—and what it has meant for the field
of historiography—has long been a matter of confusion and controversy. Writing History in
Renaissance Italy offers a fresh approach to the subject by undertaking a systematic, work-bywork investigation that encompasses for the first time the full range of Bruni’s output in history
and biography. The study is the first to assess in detail the impact of the classical Greek
historians on the development of humanist methods of historical writing. It highlights in
particular the importance of Thucydides and Polybius—authors Bruni was among the first in the
West to read, and whose analytical approach to politics led him in new directions. Yet the
revolution in history that unfolds across the four decades covered in this study is no mere
revival of classical models: Ianziti constantly monitors Bruni’s position within the shifting
hierarchies of power in Florence, drawing connections between his various historical works
and the political uses they were meant to serve. The result is a clearer picture of what Bruni
hoped to achieve, and a more precise analysis of the dynamics driving his new approach to the
past. Bruni himself emerges as a protagonist of the first order, a figure whose location at the
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center of power was a decisive factor shaping his innovations in historical writing.
This collection of 13 essays by some leading scholars explores the variety of uses (and
abuses) of history in South Asia from different perspectives. The first two sections deal with
colonial and nationalist themes, including the racialization of history and its political
appropriation by various political parties along the ideological spectrum, as well as the
nationalist and Hindutva recasting of the past at the hands of Indologists, scientists, doctors,
and travel writers. The third andfinal section focuses on a wide range of pre-colonial themes,
ranging from Sanskritic uses of the past in the theory of mixed castes to Sri Lankan and north
Indian debates about religious community and history, from Mughal imperial history to south
Indian innovations. The essays reveal a complexity of traditions rarely acknowledged by those
who would attribute history to the coming of modernity. They alert us to the need for a more
nuanced and sustained examination of the often stereotyped attributes of pre-colonial, colonial,
and nationalist history.
Although many perceive him as the common denominator of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam,
Abraham remains deceptively out of reach. An ahistorical figure, some contend he holds the
seeds for historical reconciliation. Touted as a symbol of ecumenism, Abraham can just as
easily function as one of division and exclusivity.

The past is capricious enough to support every stance - no matter how questionable. In
2002, the Bush administration decided that dealing with Saddam Hussein was like
appeasing Hitler or Mussolini, and promptly invaded Iraq. Were they wrong to look to
history for guidance? No; their mistake was to exaggerate one of its lessons while
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suppressing others of equal importance. History is often hijacked through suppression,
manipulation, and, sometimes, even outright deception. MacMillan's book is packed full
of examples of the abuses of history. In response, she urges us to treat the past with
care and respect.
Everyone has a personal connection to the past, independent of historical inquiry. So,
what is the role of the historian? Making History argues that historians have damagingly
dissociated the discipline of history from the everyday nature of history, defining their
work only in scholarly terms. Exploring the relationship between history and society,
Kalela makes the case for a more participatory historical research culture, in which
historians take account of their role in society and the ways in which history-making as
a basic social practice is present in their work. Making History not only asks provocative
questions about the role of the historian, it also provides practical guidance for students
and historians on planning research projects with greater public impact. This book is
vital reading for all historians, lay and professional, and will be an essential text for
undergraduate and postgraduate courses on historiography and research methods.
Human rights offer a vision of international justice that today’s idealistic millions hold
dear. Yet the very concept on which the movement is based became familiar only a few
decades ago when it profoundly reshaped our hopes for an improved humanity. In this
pioneering book, Samuel Moyn elevates that extraordinary transformation to center
stage and asks what it reveals about the ideal’s troubled present and uncertain future.
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Some people make photo albums, collect antiques, or visit historic battlefields. Others
keep diaries, plan annual family gatherings, or stitch together patchwork quilts in a
tradition learned from grandparents. Each of us has ways of communing with the past,
and our reasons for doing so are as varied as our memories. In a sweeping survey, Roy
Rosenzweig and David Thelen asked 1,500 Americans about their connection to the
past and how it influences their daily lives and hopes for the future. The result is a
surprisingly candid series of conversations and reflections on how the past infuses the
present with meaning. Rosenzweig and Thelen found that people assemble their
experiences into narratives that allow them to make sense of their personal histories,
set priorities, project what might happen next, and try to shape the future. By using
these narratives to mark change and create continuity, people chart the courses of their
lives. A young woman from Ohio speaks of giving birth to her first child, which caused
her to reflect upon her parents and the ways that their example would help her to
become a good mother. An African American man from Georgia tells how he and his
wife were drawn to each other by their shared experiences and lessons learned from
growing up in the South in the 1950s. Others reveal how they personalize historical
events, as in the case of a Massachusetts woman who traces much of her guarded
attitude toward life to witnessing the assassination of John F. Kennedy on television
when she was a child. While the past is omnipresent to Americans, "history" as it is
usually defined in textbooks leaves many people cold. Rosenzweig and Thelen found
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that history as taught in school does not inspire a strong connection to the past. And
they reveal how race and ethnicity affects how Americans perceive the past: while most
white Americans tend to think of it as something personal, African Americans and
American Indians are more likely to think in terms of broadly shared experiences--like
slavery, the Civil Rights Movement, and the violation of Indian treaties." Rosenzweig
and Thelen's conclusions about the ways people use their personal, family, and
national stories have profound implications for anyone involved in researching or
presenting history, as well as for all those who struggle to engage with the past in a
meaningful way.
Reproduction of the original: Ten Great Events in History by James Johonnot
History is not just a study of past events, but a product and an idea for the
modernisation and consolidation of the nation. ‘The Use of History in Putin’s Russia’
examines how the past is perceived in contemporary Russia and analyses the ways in
which the Russian state uses history to create a broad coalition of consensus and forge
a new national identity. Central to issues of governance and national identity, the
Russian state utilises history for the purpose of state-building and reviving Russia’s
national consciousness in the twenty-first century. Assessing how history mediates the
complex relationship between state and population, this book analyses the selection
process of constructing and recycling a preferred historical narrative to create loyal,
patriotic citizens, ultimately aiding its modernisation. Different historical spheres of
Page 10/16

Bookmark File PDF The Uses Of History In Early Modern England
Huntington Library Publications
Russian life are analysed in-depth including areas of culture, politics, education, and
anniversaries. The past is not just a state matter, a socio-political issue linked to the
modernisation process, containing many paradoxes. This book has wide-ranging
appeal, not only for professors and students specialising in Russia and the former
Soviet Space in the fields of History and Memory, International Relations, Educational
Studies, and Intercultural Communication but also for policymakers and think-tanks.
This Very Short Introduction offers a powerfully-written explanation of the Spanish Civil
war's complex origins and course, and explores its impact on a personal and
international scale. It examines Spanish participation in European resistance
movements during World War II and also the ongoing civil war waged politically,
economically, judicially and culturally inside Spain by Francoism after its military victory
in 1939. During this time, history writing itself became a battleground, and the book
charts the Franco regime's attempt to appropriate the past. Graham has provided an
ethical reflection on the war in the context of Europe's tumultuous twentieth century,
highlighting why it has inspired some of the greatest writers of our time, and how the
effects of this regime continue to resonate today in Britain, continental Europe, and
beyond.
The first book-length study to explore the Philadelphia realist artist's lifelong fascination with
historical themes, this examination of Eakins reveals that he envisioned his artistic legacy in
terms different from those by which twentieth-century art historians have typically defined his
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Acclaimed historian Margaret MacMillan explores here the many ways in which history affects
us all. She shows how a deeper engagement with history, both as individuals and in the sphere
of public debate, can help us understand ourselves and the world better. But she also warns
that history can be misused and lead to misunderstanding. History is used to justify religious
movements and political campaigns alike. Dictators may suppress history because it
undermines their ideas, agendas, or claims to absolute authority. Nationalists may tell false,
one-sided, or misleading stories about the past. Political leaders might mobilize their people by
telling lies. It is imperative that we have an understanding of the past and avoid these and
other common traps in thinking to which many fall prey. This brilliantly reasoned work, alive
with incident and figures both great and infamous, will compel us to examine history anew—and
skillfully illuminates why it is important to treat the past with care.
Hannah Arendt first argued the continuities between the age of European imperialism and the
age of fascism in Europe in 'The Origins of Totalitarianism'. This text uses Arendt's insights as
a starting point for further investigations into the ways in which race, imperialism, slavery and
genocide are linked.
The principal theme of this volume is the importance of the public use of human remains in a
historical perspective. The book presents a series of case studies aimed at offering
historiographical and methodological reflections and providing interpretative approaches
highlighting how, through the ages and with a succession of complex practices and uses,
human remains have been imbued with a plurality of meanings. Covering a period running
from late antiquity to the present day, the contributions are the combined results of
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multidisciplinary research pertaining to the realities of the Italian peninsula, hitherto not
investigated with a long-term and multidisciplinary historical perspective. From the relics of
great men to the remains of patriots, and from anatomical specimens to the skeletons of the
saints: through these case studies the scholars involved have investigated a wide range of
human remains (real or reputed) and of meanings attributed to them, in order to decipher their
function over the centuries. In doing so, they have traversed the interpretative boundaries of
political history, religious history and the history of science, as required by questions aimed at
integrating the anthropological, social and cultural aspects of a complex subject.
How Journalism Uses History examines the various ways in which journalism uses history and
historical sources in order to better understand the relationships between journalists, historians
and journalism scholars. It highlights the ambiguous overlap between the role of the historian
and that of the journalist, and underlines that there no longer seems to be reason to accept
that one begins only where the other ends. With Journalism Studies as a developing subject
area throughout the world, journalism history is becoming a particularly vivacious field. As
such, How Journalism Uses History argues that, if historical study of this kind is to achieve its
full potential, there needs to be a fuller and more consistent engagement with other academics
studying the past: political, social and cultural historians in particular, but also scholars working
in politics, sociology, literature and linguistics. Contributors in this book discuss the core
themes which inform history’s relationship with journalism from a wide range of geographical
and methodological perspectives. They aim to create more ambitious conversations about
using journalism both as a source for understanding the past, and for clarifying ideas about its
role as constituent of the public sphere in using discourse and tradition to connect
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contemporary audiences with history. This book was originally published as a special issue of
Journalism Practice.
The present book is the first to undertake a systematic study of Peirce’s conception of
historical knowledge and of its value for philosophy. It does so by both reconstructing in detail
Peirce’s arguments and giving a detailed account of the many ways in which history becomes
an object of explicit reflection in his writings. The book’s leading idea may be stated as follows:
Peirce manages to put together an exceptionally compelling argument about history’s bearing
on philosophy not so much because he derives it from a well-articulated and polished
conception of the relation between the two disciplines; but on the contrary, because he holds
on to this relation while intuiting that it can easily turn into a conflict. This potential conflict acts
therefore as a spur to put forth an unusually profound and multi-faceted analysis of what it
means for philosophy to rely on historical arguments. Peirce looks at history as a way to render
philosophical investigations more detailed, more concrete and more sensitive to the infinite and
unforeseeable nuances that characterize human experience. In this way, he provides us with
an exceptionally valuable contribution to a question that has remained gravely under-theorized
in contemporary debates.
From the early Sumerian clay tablet through to the emergence of the electronic text, this
Companion provides a continuous and coherent account of the history of the book. Makes use
of illustrative examples and case studies of well-known texts Written by a group of expert
contributors Covers topical debates, such as the nature of censorship and the future of the
book
Praised by The New York Times; O, The Oprah Magazine; Bitch Magazine; Slate; Publishers
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Weekly; and more, this is “a bracing corrective to a national mythology” (New York Times)
around the civil rights movement. The civil rights movement has become national legend,
lauded by presidents from Reagan to Obama to Trump, as proof of the power of American
democracy. This fable, featuring dreamy heroes and accidental heroines, has shuttered the
movement firmly in the past, whitewashed the forces that stood in its way, and diminished its
scope. And it is used perniciously in our own times to chastise present-day movements and
obscure contemporary injustice. In A More Beautiful and Terrible History award-winning
historian Jeanne Theoharis dissects this national myth-making, teasing apart the accepted
stories to show them in a strikingly different light. We see Rosa Parks not simply as a bus lady
but a lifelong criminal justice activist and radical; Martin Luther King, Jr. as not only challenging
Southern sheriffs but Northern liberals, too; and Coretta Scott King not only as a “helpmate”
but a lifelong economic justice and peace activist who pushed her husband’s activism in these
directions. Moving from “the histories we get” to “the histories we need,” Theoharis
challenges nine key aspects of the fable to reveal the diversity of people, especially women
and young people, who led the movement; the work and disruption it took; the role of the
media and “polite racism” in maintaining injustice; and the immense barriers and repression
activists faced. Theoharis makes us reckon with the fact that far from being acceptable,
passive or unified, the civil rights movement was unpopular, disruptive, and courageously
persevering. Activists embraced an expansive vision of justice—which a majority of Americans
opposed and which the federal government feared. By showing us the complex reality of the
movement, the power of its organizing, and the beauty and scope of the vision, Theoharis
proves that there was nothing natural or inevitable about the progress that occurred. A More
Page 15/16

Bookmark File PDF The Uses Of History In Early Modern England
Huntington Library Publications
Beautiful and Terrible History will change our historical frame, revealing the richness of our civil
rights legacy, the uncomfortable mirror it holds to the nation, and the crucial work that remains
to be done. Winner of the 2018 Brooklyn Public Library Literary Prize in Nonfiction
A look at how our monuments to World War II shape the way we think about the war by an
award-winning historian. Keith Lowe, an award-winning author of books on WWII, saw
monuments around the world taken down in political protest and began to wonder what
monuments built to commemorate WWII say about us today. Focusing on these monuments,
Prisoners of History looks at World War II and the way it still tangibly exists within our midst.
He looks at all aspects of the war from the victors to the fallen, from the heroes to the villains,
from the apocalypse to the rebuilding after devastation. He focuses on twenty-five monuments
including The Motherland Calls in Russia, the US Marine Corps Memorial in the USA, Italy’s
Shrine to the Fallen, China’s Nanjin Massacre Memorial, The A Bomb Dome in Hiroshima, the
balcony at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem and The Liberation Route that runs from London to
Berlin. Unsurprisingly, he finds that different countries view the war differently. In monuments
erected in the US, Lowe sees triumph and patriotic dedications to the heroes. In Europe, the
monuments are melancholy, ambiguous and more often than not dedicated to the victims. In
these differing international views of the war, Lowe sees the stone and metal expressions of
sentiments that imprison us today with their unchangeable opinions. Published on the 75th
anniversary of the end of the war, Prisoners of History is a 21st century view of a 20th century
war that still haunts us today.
Dangerous GamesThe Uses and Abuses of HistoryModern Library
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