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Super networks, say Nagurney (management, U. of Massachusetts- Amherst)
and Dong (business, State U. of New York-Oswego), are above and beyond
existing networks; rather than being made of nodes, links, and flow, are
conceptual in scope, graphical in perspective, and predictive when accompanied
by a suitable theory. They set out a unifying framework for using such
supernetworks by which consumers, producers, intermediaries, and other
economic agents can make decisions in the context of a networked economy. In
order to identify equilibrium flows and prices, they model the behavior of
individual agents and their interactions with the complex network systems.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Describes the eighteenth-century invention by Wolfgang von Kempeden of the
Turk, a mechanical man fashioned of wood, powered by clockwork, and capable
of playing chess, examining the machine's remarkable career in light of the
industrial revolution and the impact of the invention on the history of technology.
Reprint.
A new paperback edition of the first book by the bestselling author of A History of
the World in 6 Glasses-the fascinating story of the telegraph, the world's first
"Internet," which revolutionized the nineteenth century even more than the
Internet has the twentieth and twenty first.
Americans commonly recognize television, e-mail, and instant messaging as
agents of pervasive cultural change. But many of us may not realize that what we
now call snail mail was once just as revolutionary. As David M. Henkin argues in
The Postal Age, a burgeoning postal network initiated major cultural shifts during
the nineteenth century, laying the foundation for the interconnectedness that now
defines our ever-evolving world of telecommunications. This fascinating history
traces these shifts from their beginnings in the mid-1800s, when cheaper
postage, mass literacy, and migration combined to make the long-established
postal service a more integral and viable part of everyday life. With such dramatic
events as the Civil War and the gold rush underscoring the importance and
necessity of the post, a surprisingly broad range of Americans—male and female,
black and white, native-born and immigrant—joined this postal network, regularly
interacting with distant locales before the existence of telephones or even the
widespread use of telegraphy. Drawing on original letters and diaries from the
period, as well as public discussions of the expanding postal system, Henkin tells
the story of how these Americans adjusted to a new world of long-distance
correspondence, crowded post offices, junk mail, valentines, and dead letters.
The Postal Age paints a vibrant picture of a society where possibilities
proliferated for the kinds of personal and impersonal communications that we
often associate with more recent historical periods. In doing so, it significantly
increases our understanding of both antebellum America and our own chapter in
the history of communications.
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A full-scale historical treatment of the advent of printing and its importance as an
agent of change, first published in 1980.
The history of the telegraph - the men and women who made it - and its
relevance to the current Internet debate Beginning with the Abbe Nollet's famous
experiment of 1746, when he successfully demonstrated that electricity could
pass from one end to the other of a chain of two hundred monks, Tom Standage
tells the story of the spread of the telegraph and its transformation of the
Victorian world. The telegraph was greeted by all the same concerns, hype,
social panic and excitement that now surround the Internet, and Standage
provides both a fascinating insight into the past and a context in which to think
rather differently of today's concerns. Standage has a wonderful prose style and
an excellent eye for the telling and engaging story. Popular history at its best.
The gripping history of electricity and how the fateful collision of Thomas Edison,
Nikola Tesla, and George Westinghouse left the world utterly transformed. In the
final decades of the nineteenth century, three brilliant and visionary titans of
America’s Gilded Age—Thomas Edison, Nikola Tesla, and George
Westinghouse—battled bitterly as each vied to create a vast and powerful
electrical empire. In Empires of Light, historian Jill Jonnes portrays this
extraordinary trio and their riveting and ruthless world of cutting-edge science,
invention, intrigue, money, death, and hard-eyed Wall Street millionaires. At the
heart of the story are Thomas Alva Edison, the nation’s most famous and folksy
inventor, creator of the incandescent light bulb and mastermind of the world’s
first direct current electrical light networks; the Serbian wizard of invention Nikola
Tesla, elegant, highly eccentric, a dreamer who revolutionized the generation and
delivery of electricity; and the charismatic George Westinghouse, Pittsburgh
inventor and tough corporate entrepreneur, an industrial idealist who in the era of
gaslight imagined a world powered by cheap and plentiful electricity and worked
heart and soul to create it. Edison struggled to introduce his radical new direct
current (DC) technology into the hurly-burly of New York City as Tesla and
Westinghouse challenged his dominance with their alternating current (AC), thus
setting the stage for one of the eeriest feuds in American corporate history, the
War of the Electric Currents. The battlegrounds: Wall Street, the 1893 Chicago
World’s Fair, Niagara Falls, and, finally, the death chamber—Jonnes takes us on
the tense walk down a prison hallway and into the sunlit room where William
Kemmler, convicted ax murderer, became the first man to die in the electric chair.
With the overwhelming amount of new information that bombards us each day, it
is perhaps difficult to imagine a time when the widespread availability of the
printed word was a novelty. In early nineteenth-century Britain, print was not
novel—Gutenberg’s printing press had been around for nearly four centuries—but
printed matter was still a rare and relatively expensive luxury. All this changed,
however, as publishers began employing new technologies to astounding effect,
mass-producing instructive and educational books and magazines and
revolutionizing how knowledge was disseminated to the general public. In SteamPage 2/8
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Powered Knowledge, Aileen Fyfe explores the activities of William Chambers and
the W. & R. Chambers publishing firm during its formative years, documenting for
the first time how new technologies were integrated into existing business
systems. Chambers was one of the first publishers to abandon traditional skills
associated with hand printing, instead favoring the latest innovations in printing
processes and machinery: machine-made paper, stereotyping, and, especially,
printing machines driven by steam power. The mid-nineteenth century also
witnessed dramatic advances in transportation, and Chambers used proliferating
railway networks and steamship routes to speed up communication and
distribution. As a result, his high-tech publishing firm became an exemplar of
commercial success by 1850 and outlived all of its rivals in the business of cheap
instructive print. Fyfe follows Chambers’s journey from small-time bookseller and
self-trained hand-press printer to wealthy and successful publisher of popular
educational books on both sides of the Atlantic, demonstrating along the way the
profound effects of his and his fellow publishers’ willingness, or unwillingness, to
incorporate these technological innovations into their businesses.
A lighthearted chronicle of how foods have transformed human culture
throughout the ages traces the barley- and wheat-driven early civilizations of the
near East through the corn and potato industries in America.
Smart, savvy answers to universal questions, from the highly popular The
Economist Explains and Daily Chart blogs-a treat for the knowing, the uninitiated,
and the downright curious. Seriously Curious: The Facts and Figures that Turn
Our World Upside Down brings together the very best explainers and charts,
written and created by top journalists to help us understand such brain-bending
conundrums as why Swedes overpay their taxes, why America still allows child
marriage, and what the link is between avocados and crime. Subjects both
topical and timeless, profound and peculiar, are explained with The Economist's
trademark wit and verve. The Economist Explains and its online sister, the Daily
Chart, are the two most popular blogs on The Economist's website. Together,
these online giants provide answers to the kinds of questions, quirky and serious,
that may be puzzling anyone interested in the world around them. Want to know
why exorcisms are on the rise in France or how porn consumption changed
during a false alarm missile strike warning in Hawaii? We have the answers They
are sometimes surprising, often intriguing, and always enlightening.
The Singularity. It is the era of the posthuman. Artificial intelligences have
surpassed the limits of human intellect. Biotechnological beings have rendered
people all but extinct. Molecular nanotechnology runs rampant, replicating and
reprogramming at will. Contact with extraterrestrial life grows more imminent with
each new day. Struggling to survive and thrive in this accelerated world are three
generations of the Macx clan: Manfred, an entrepreneur dealing in intelligence
amplification technology whose mind is divided between his physical environment
and the Internet; his daughter, Amber, on the run from her domineering mother,
seeking her fortune in the outer system as an indentured astronaut; and Sirhan,
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Amber’s son, who finds his destiny linked to the fate of all of humanity. For
something is systematically dismantling the nine planets of the solar system.
Something beyond human comprehension. Something that has no use for
biological life in any form...
Michael Dertouzos has been an insightful commentator and an active participant
in the creation of the Information Age.Now, in What Will Be, he offers a thoughtprovoking and entertaining vision of the world of the next decade -- and of the
next century. Dertouzos examines the impact that the following new technologies
and challenges will have on our lives as the Information Revolution progresses:
all the music, film and text ever produced will be available on-demand in our own
homes your "bodynet" will let you make phone calls, check email and pay bills as
you walk down the street advances in telecommunication will radically alter the
role of face-to-face contact in our lives global disparities in infrastructure will
widen the gap between rich and poor surgical mini-robots and online care will
change the practice of medicine as we know it. Detailed, accessible and
visionary, What Will Be is essential for Information Age revolutionaries and
technological neophytes alike.
Fernsprechtechnik, Telefonie (Technik).
Listen to "An Electronic Cabaret: Paris Street Songs, 1748–50" for songs from
Poetry and the Police Audio recording copyright © 2010 by the President and
Fellows of Harvard College. All rights reserved. In spring 1749, François Bonis, a
medical student in Paris, found himself unexpectedly hauled off to the Bastille for
distributing an “abominable poem about the king.” So began the Affair of the
Fourteen, a police crackdown on ordinary citizens for unauthorized poetry
recitals. Why was the official response to these poems so intense? In this
captivating book, Robert Darnton follows the poems as they passed through
several media: copied on scraps of paper, dictated from one person to another,
memorized and declaimed to an audience. But the most effective dispersal
occurred through music, when poems were sung to familiar tunes. Lyrics often
referred to current events or revealed popular attitudes toward the royal court.
The songs provided a running commentary on public affairs, and Darnton
brilliantly traces how the lyrics fit into song cycles that carried messages through
the streets of Paris during a period of rising discontent. He uncovers a complex
communication network, illuminating the way information circulated in a semiliterate society. This lucid and entertaining book reminds us of both the
importance of oral exchanges in the history of communication and the power of
“viral” networks long before our internet age.
The world can be an amazing place if you know the right questions to ask: How
did carrots become orange? What's stopping us from having a four-day week?
How can we remove all the broken bits of satellite from orbit? If everything is so
terrible, why is the global suicide rate falling? The keen minds of the Economist
love to look beyond everyday appearances to find out what really makes things
tick. In this latest collection of The Economist Explains, they have gathered
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together the juiciest fruits of their never-ending quest for answers. For an
uncommonly interesting read, take a peek at some Uncommon Knowledge - and
pass it on! The world only gets more amazing when discoveries are shared.
The Neptune File tells the story of the gifted mathematician John Couch Adams
and the discovery of the planet Neptune in 1846. Combining scientific triumph
with international controversy, this is an intriguing tale of the search for an
unseen planet, and the uproar it caused. More than just an intriguing historical
yarn, Adam's work signified the beginning of a new era of planet hunting by
providing astronomers with a powerful tool with which to search for new worlds. It
marked the genesis of the idea that astronomers could find new planets by
looking for their telltale gravitational influence on other bodies, rather than
observing them directly with telescopes. In recent years this approach has led to
an extraordinary series of discoveries - today's planet detectives are relying on a
technique whose theoretical foundations were laid by their nineteenth-century
predecessors.
Whatever your favourite tipple, when you pour yourself a drink, you have the past in a glass.
You can likely find them all in your own kitchen — beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, cola. Line
them up on the counter, and there you have it: thousands of years of human history in six
drinks. Tom Standage opens a window onto the past in this tour of six beverages that remain
essentials today. En route he makes fascinating forays into the byways of western culture:
Why were ancient Egyptians buried with beer? Why was wine considered a “classier” drink
than beer by the Romans? How did rum grog help the British navy defeat Napoleon? What is
the relationship between coffee and revolution? And how did Coca-Cola become the number
one poster-product for globalization decades before the term was even coined?
Samuel F.B. Morse's invention of the telegraph marked a new era in communication. For the
first time, people were able to communicate quickly from great distances. The genesis of
Morse's invention is covered in detail, starting in 1832, along with the establishment of the first
transcontinental telegraph line in the United States and the dramatic effect the device had on
the Civil War. The Morse telegraph that served the world for over 100 years is explained in
clear terms. Also examined are recent advances in telegraph technology and its continued
impact on communication.
Today we are endlessly connected: constantly tweeting, texting or e-mailing. This may seem
unprecedented, yet it is not. Throughout history, information has been spread through social
networks, with far-reaching social and political effects. Writing on the Wall reveals how an
elaborate network of letter exchanges forewarned of power shifts in Cicero's Rome, while the
torrent of tracts circulating in sixteenth-century Germany triggered the Reformation. Standage
traces the story of the rise, fall and rebirth of social media over the past 2,000 years offering an
illuminating perspective on the history of media, and revealing that social networks do not
merely connect us today – they also link us to the past.
Now in paperback, "The Neptune File" is the first account of the dramatic events surrounding
the discovery of the solar system's eighth planet, and the story of two men who were able to
see on paper what astronomers looking through telescopes for 200 years did not.
Part memoir, part micro-history, this is an exploration of the present through the lens of the
past. We all know that the best way to study a foreign language is to go to a country where it's
spoken, but can the same immersion method be applied to history? How do interactions with
antique objects influence perceptions of the modern world? From Victorian beauty regimes to
nineteenth-century bicycles, custard recipes to taxidermy experiments, oil lamps to an ice box,
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Sarah and Gabriel Chrisman decided to explore nineteenth-century culture and technologies
from the inside out. Even the deepest aspects of their lives became affected, and the more
immersed they became in the late Victorian era, the more aware they grew of its legacies
permeating the twenty-first century. Most of us have dreamed of time travel, but what if that
dream could come true? Certain universal constants remain steady for all people regardless of
time or place. No matter where, when, or who we are, humans share similar passions and
fears, joys and triumphs. In her first book, Victorian Secrets, Chrisman recalled the first year
she spent wearing a Victorian corset 24/7. In This Victorian Life, Chrisman picks up where
Secrets left off and documents her complete shift into living as though she were in the
nineteenth century.
Simon Winchester's brilliant chronicle of the destruction of the Indonesian island of Krakatoa in
1883 charts the birth of our modern world. He tells the story of the unrecognized genius who
beat Darwin to the discovery of evolution; of Samuel Morse, his code and how rubber allowed
the world to talk; of Alfred Wegener, the crack-pot German explorer and father of geology. In
breathtaking detail he describes how one island and its inhabitants were blasted out of
existence and how colonial society was turned upside-down in a cataclysm whose echoes are
still felt to this day.
From the industrial revolution to the railway age, through the era of electrification, the advent of
mass production, and finally to the information age, the same pattern keeps repeating itself. An
exciting, vibrant phase of innovation and financial speculation is followed by a crash, after
which begins a longer, more stately period during which the technology is actually deployed
properly. This collection of surveys and articles from The Economist examines how far
technology has come and where it is heading. Part one looks at topics such as the “greying”
(maturing) of IT, the growing importance of security, the rise of outsourcing, and the challenge
of complexity, all of which have more to do with implementation than innovation. Part two looks
at the shift from corporate computing towards consumer technology, whereby new
technologies now appear first in consumer gadgets such as mobile phones. Topics covered
will include the emergence of the mobile phone as the “digital Swiss Army knife”; the rise of
digital cameras, which now outsell film-based ones; the growing size and importance of the
games industry and its ever-closer links with other more traditional parts of the entertainment
industry; and the social impact of technologies such as text messaging, Wi-Fi, and camera
phones. Part three considers which technology will lead the next great phase of technological
disruption and focuses on biotechnology, energy technology, and nanotechnology.
By modeling ways to think through chaos and through the mutual deformations of Romanticism
and postmodernity, Arrow of Chaos contributes to alternative alignments of knowledge across
time and technique.
Media’s story from its earliest incarnation in the clay tablets of Gilgamesh up to the world of
digital content
Uses personal accounts, archival materials, interviews, and Pulitzer-Prize-winning photographs
to document AP's groundbreaking role in providing the news to the international and American
press.
A new edition of the first book by the bestselling author of A History of the World in 6 Glassesthe fascinating story of the telegraph, the world's first "Internet," which revolutionized the
nineteenth century even more than the Internet has the twentieth and twenty first. The
Victorian Internet tells the colorful story of the telegraph's creation and remarkable impact, and
of the visionaries, oddballs, and eccentrics who pioneered it, from the eighteenth-century
French scientist Jean-Antoine Nollet to Samuel F. B. Morse and Thomas Edison. The electric
telegraph nullified distance and shrank the world quicker and further than ever before or since,
and its story mirrors and predicts that of the Internet in numerous ways.
"Wired Love" by Ella Cheever Thayer. Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide
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range of titles that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and
non-fiction to forgotten?or yet undiscovered gems?of world literature, we issue the books that
need to be read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to
boost readability for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are userfriendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.
Richly illustrated and exhaustively researched, "Glut" takes readers on an intriguing crossdisciplinary journey through the deep history of human knowledge systems and examines the
problem of information overload.
The world can be an amazing place if you know the right questions to ask: How much does a
ghost reduce a house's value? How are winemakers responding to climate change? How much
should you tip your Uber driver? Should your dog fear Easter more than fireworks? The keen
minds of The Economist love to look beyond everyday appearances to find out what really
makes things tick. In this latest collection of The Economist Explains, they have gathered the
weirdest and most counter-intuitive answers they've found in their endless quest to explain our
bizarre world. Take a peek at some Unconventional Wisdom - and pass it on! The world only
gets more amazing when discoveries are shared.
The Civil War was the first "modern war." Because of the rapid changes in American society,
Abraham Lincoln became president of a divided United States during a period of technological
and social revolution. Among the many modern marvels that gave the North an advantage was
the telegraph, which Lincoln used to stay connected to the forces in the field in almost real
time. No leader in history had ever possessed such a powerful tool to gain control over a
fractious situation. An eager student of technology, Lincoln (the only president to hold a patent)
had to learn to use the power of electronic messages. Without precedent to guide him, Lincoln
began by reading the telegraph traffic among his generals. Then he used the telegraph to
supplement his preferred form of communication—meetings and letters. He did not replace
those face-to-face interactions. Through this experience, Lincoln crafted the best way to guide,
reprimand, praise, reward, and encourage his commanders in the field. Mr. Lincoln's T-Mails
tells a big story within a small compass. By paying close attention to Lincoln's "lightning
messages," we see a great leader adapt to a new medium. No reader of this work of history
will be able to miss the contemporary parallels. Watching Lincoln carefully word his
messages—and follow up on those words with the right actions—offers a striking example for
those who spend their days tapping out notes on computers and BlackBerrys. An elegant work
of history, Mr. Lincoln's T-Mails is an instructive example of timeless leadership lessons.
Describes the successful laying of a cable across the Atlantic Ocean in 1866, exploring the
physical, financial, and technological challenges of the project and assessing the impact of the
cable on the course of twentieth-century history.

Pulitzer Prize winner Tracy Kidder memorably records the drama, comedy, and
excitement of one company's efforts to bring a new microcomputer to market.
Computers have changed since 1981, when The Soul of a New Machine first examined
the culture of the computer revolution. What has not changed is the feverish pace of the
high-tech industry, the go-for-broke approach to business that has caused so many
computer companies to win big (or go belly up), and the cult of pursuing mind-bending
technological innovations. The Soul of a New Machine is an essential chapter in the
history of the machine that revolutionized the world in the twentieth century.
Which James Bond drinks the most martinis? What do Satanists really believe? How do
hurricanes get their names? Why are bees disappearing? Is chocolate healthy? ...Go
Figure has the answers. Bringing together the very best from the clever people at The
Economist, Go Figure explains the mind-boggling, the peculiar and the profound, things
you might always have quietly wondered about and yet more you didn't know you didn't
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know. Figure out why so many Koreans are called Kim, how bitcoin mining works, why
eating insects makes sense and how to get ahead under a dictator - a treat for the
knowing, the uninitiated and the downright curious.
Climb into your steam-powered time machine aircraft for a tour of the fashion world,
steampunk style. This fashion backward collection features hundreds of intricate,
creative, and visionary steampunk designs from top names in the business and fans
from around the world. Presented in high-quality fashion photography, the looks in this
compendium include head-to-toe Victorian-era style coupled with futuristic, sci-fi
concepts, as well as hats, jewelry, and other accessories. With fashions from as far
away as Europe, New Zealand, and the Americas, this volume celebrates the diversity
and innovators of this international phenomena and showcases works by contributors
such as G.D. Falksen, Everlyn Kriete, Jon Magnificent, Kato of Steampunk Couture,
Lex Machina, Lee Ann Farruga, Daniel Proulx, The League of S.T.E.A.M., Cris Ortega,
Jema Hewitt, Dim Horizon Studio, Starkall, Empire Art, Abney Park, Brute Force
Studios, Veronique Chevalier, and many more. Complete with a foreword and
"Steampunk 101" by G.D. Falksen, this is the book for designers, fans, and collectors.
The rapid increase in adoption of modern 'connective' technologies like the mobile
phone has reshaped the social landscape of Africa. This book examines the myriad
possibilities that the post-global moment offers African societies to develop and to
relate, offering profound new insights into the processes of globalization.
With this book, Hochfelder supplies us with an introduction to the early stirrings of the
information age.
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