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The Vulnerable Observer Anthropology That Breaks
Your Heart
Designed to give students a hands-on taste of what it is like to do ethnographic research, this
concise manual offers a related set of three enriching yet manageable research projects with
clear, workable instructions and guidelines. Through them, Professor Angrosino demonstrates
for students at all levels that ethnography is an exciting and challenging form of social
research. Solid, encouraging, and readable, the guide provides a basic format so that students
can learn the fundamental ethnographic data collection techniques of observation,
interviewing, and analyzing archives while conducting their own mini-projects in local settings.
Projects in Ethnographic Research also includes many well-chosen, concrete, and illuminating
examples drawn from the research of the authors own students and from the published works
of other ethnographers. Projects in Ethnographic Research is most useful to those who teach
introductory cultural anthropology and who want to introduce their students to some important
field techniques but cannot justify assigning a longer, more comprehensive methods book.
Brief and reasonably priced, the Angrosino text is sure to become an important component in
introductory classrooms because it enhances some of the key concepts in cultural
anthropology. It will also ignite the interest of future ethnographers.
Ethnography centers on the culture of everyday life. So it is ironic that most scholars who do
research on the intimate experiences of ordinary people write their books in a style that those
people cannot understand. In recent years, the ethnographic method has spread from its
original home in cultural anthropology to fields such as sociology, marketing, media studies,
law, criminology, education, cultural studies, history, geography, and political science. Yet,
while more and more students and practitioners are learning how to write ethnographies, there
is little or no training on how to write ethnographies well. From Notes to Narrative picks up
where methodological training leaves off. Kristen Ghodsee, an award-winning ethnographer,
addresses common issues that arise in ethnographic writing. Ghodsee works through sentencelevel details, such as word choice and structure. She also tackles bigger-picture elements,
such as how to incorporate theory and ethnographic details, how to effectively deploy dialogue,
and how to avoid distracting elements such as long block quotations and in-text citations. She
includes excerpts and examples from model ethnographies. The book concludes with a
bibliography of other useful writing guides and nearly one hundred examples of eminently
readable ethnographic books.
In departing from the traditional stance taken by anthropologists, who study 'others'
ethnographically, this timely book explores forms of self-inscription on the part of both the
ethnographer and those 'others' who are studied. Informed by developments in
postmodernism, postcolonialism, and feminism, this is an original contribution to the growing
dialogue across disciplinary boundaries. The chapters build upon recent reconsiderations of
the uses and meaning of personal narrative to examine the ways in which selves and social
forms are culturally constituted through biographical genres. Ethnic autobiography, selfreflexivity in ethnography, and native ethnography raise provocative questions about a range of
issues for the contemporary scholar: authenticity of voice; ethnographic authority; and the
degree to which autoethnography constitutes resistance to hegemonic bodies of discourse.
Examined here in a variety of cultural and political contexts, writing about the self offers
challenging insights into the construction and transformation of identities and cultural
meanings.
Between Art and Anthropology provides new and challenging arguments for considering
contemporary art and anthropology in terms of fieldwork practice. Artists and anthropologists
share a set of common practices that raise similar ethical issues, which the authors explore in
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depth for the first time. The book presents a strong argument for encouraging artists and
anthropologists to learn directly from each other's practices 'in the field'. It goes beyond the socalled 'ethnographic turn' of much contemporary art and the 'crisis of representation' in
anthropology, in productively exploring the implications of the new anthropology of the senses,
and ethical issues, for future art-anthropology collaborations. The contributors to this exciting
volume consider the work of artists such as Joseph Beuys, Suzanne Lacy, Marcus Coates,
Cameron Jamie, and Mohini Chandra. With cutting-edge essays from a range of key thinkers
such as acclaimed art critic Lucy R. Lippard, and distinguished anthropologists George E.
Marcus and Steve Feld, Between Art and Anthropology will be essential reading for students,
artists and scholars across a number of fields.
Pura Belpré Award Winner Ruth Behar's inspiring story of a Jewish girl who escapes Poland to
make a new life in Cuba, where she works to rescue the rest of her family The situation is
getting dire for Jews in Poland on the eve of World War II. Esther's father has fled to Cuba, and
she is the first one to join him. It's heartbreaking to be separated from her beloved sister, so
Esther promises to write down everything that happens until they're reunited. And she does,
recording both the good--the kindness of the Cuban people and her discovery of a valuable
hidden talent--and the bad: the fact that Nazism has found a foothold even in Cuba. Esther's
evocative letters are full of her appreciation for life and reveal a resourceful, determined girl
with a rare ability to bring people together, all the while striving to get the rest of their family out
of Poland before it's too late. Based on Ruth Behar's family history, this compelling story
celebrates the resilience of the human spirit in the most challenging times.
In 1976 Gelya Frank began writing about the life of Diane DeVries, a woman born with all the
physical and mental equipment she would need to live in our society--except arms and legs.
Frank was 28 years old, DeVries 26. This remarkable book--by turns moving, funny, and
revelatory--records the relationship that developed between the women over the next twenty
years. An empathic listener and participant in DeVries's life, and a scholar of the feminist and
disability rights movements, Frank argues that Diane DeVries is a perfect example of an
American woman coming of age in the second half of the twentieth century. By addressing the
dynamics of power in ethnographic representation, Frank--anthropology's leading expert on life
history and life story methods--lays the critical groundwork for a new genre, "cultural
biography." Challenged to examine the cultural sources of her initial image of DeVries as
limited and flawed, Frank discovers that DeVries is gutsy, buoyant, sexy--and definitely not a
victim. While she analyzes the portrayal of women with disabilities in popular culture--from
limbless circus performers to suicidal heroines on the TV news--Frank's encounters with
DeVries lead her to come to terms with her own "invisible disabilities" motivating the study.
Drawing on anthropology, philosophy, psychoanalysis, narrative theory, law, and the history of
medicine, Venus on Wheels is an intellectual tour de force.
This book presents the collaborative work of two professors, one in Mexico and the other in the
United States, and their respective students, participants in a Ph.D. course called “Critical
Autoethnography.” The chapters emerged from virtual conversations as doctoral students and
professors examined the intersections between critical pedagogy and autoethnography. They
problematized the cultural and theoretical intersections between the participants in both
countries, questioning whether their differences were causes or results of power and privilege.
They used dialogue as inquiry to interrogate the theoretical perspectives that framed their prior
experiences. They realized that these perspectives reflected their cultures, and that although
they often intersected, they diverged at times. The fluidity of the learning experience shaped
the chapters that form the book sections, including the theory and the praxis, or exemplars, of
performing critical autoethnography. Each author explores personal experiences or events
through the lens of critical pedagogy, underscoring the problematization of the cultural and
societal context that shaped their actions, in particular as they performed in racial, ethnic, and
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religious settings that reflected power and privilege. The two professors served as editors and
authors, as they engaged in constant iterative peer review and dialogue. Both the Mexican and
the United States perspectives are reflected throughout the book, and it is this global
perspective that separates this book from others that deal with similar topics.
Winner of the Norman Denzin Award for her work from the National Communications
Association How do the specific circumstances in which we write affect what we write? How
does what we write affect who we become? How can we maintain professsional and personal
integrity in today's university? In a series of traditional and experimental writings, a culmination
of ten years of works-in-progress, Laurel Richardson records an intellectual journey, displacing
boundaries and creating new ways of reading and writing. Applying the sociological
imagination to the writing process, she connects her life to her work. Deeply engaging,
movingly written with grace, elegance, and clarity, the book stimulates readers to situate their
own writing in personal, social, and political contexts.

Crumpled Paper Boat is an exploration of the possibilities and limits of a literary
anthropology that bends the conventions of ethnographic voice and form to engage with
writing as a material practice rather than a transparent representational medium.
Through ethnographic essays and short stories based on her experiences in Eastern
Europe between 1989 and 2009, Kristen Ghodsee explains why many Eastern
Europeans are nostalgic for the communist past.
Eloquently interweaving ethnography and memoir, award-winning anthropologist Ruth
Behar offers a new theory and practice for humanistic anthropology. She proposes an
anthropology that is lived and written in a personal voice. She does so in the hope that
it will lead us toward greater depth of understanding and feeling, not only in
contemporary anthropology, but in all acts of witnessing.
The Routledge Companion to Contemporary Anthropology is an invaluable guide and
major reference source for students and scholars alike, introducing its readers to key
contemporary perspectives and approaches within the field. Written by an experienced
international team of contributors, with an interdisciplinary range of essays, this
collection provides a powerful overview of the transformations currently affecting
anthropology. The volume both addresses the concerns of the discipline and comments
on its construction through texts, classroom interactions, engagements with various
publics, and changing relations with other academic subjects. Persuasively
demonstrating that a number of key contemporary issues can be usefully analyzed
through an anthropological lens, the contributors cover important topics such as
globalization, law and politics, collaborative archaeology, economics, religion,
citizenship and community, health, and the environment. The Routledge Companion to
Contemporary Anthropology is a fascinating examination of this lively and constantly
evolving discipline.
Extrait de la couverture : ""Here, for the first time, is a book that brings women's writings
out of exile to rethink anthropology's purpose at the end of the century. ... As a
historical resource, the collection undertakes fresh readings of the work of well-known
women anthropologists and also reclaims the writings of women of color for
anthropology. As a critical account, it bravely interrogates the politics of authorship. As
a creative endeavor, it embraces new Feminist voices of ethnography that challenge
prevailing definitions of theory and experimental writing."
Advice for researchers who want to translate a feminist sensibility into qualitative
analysis. Each chapter provides a guiding feminist principle, studies that show the
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principle in action and analytic questions that researchers can keep in mind in the field
or at the desk.
This original, field-changing collection explores the plasticity and unfinishedness of
human subjects and lifeworlds, advancing the conceptual terrain of an anthropology of
becoming. People's becomings trouble and exceed ways of knowing and acting,
producing new possibilities for research, methodology, and writing. The contributors
creatively bridge ethnography and critical theory in a range of worlds on the edge, from
war and its aftermath, economic transformation, racial inequality, and gun violence to
religiosity, therapeutic markets, animal rights activism, and abrupt environmental
change. Defying totalizing analytical schemes, these visionary essays articulate a
human science of the uncertain and unknown and restore a sense of movement and
possibility to ethics and political practice. Unfinished invites readers to consider the
array of affects, ideas, forces, and objects that shape contemporary modes of existence
and future horizons, opening new channels for critical thought and creative expression.
Contributors. Lucas Bessire, João Biehl, Naisargi N. Dave, Elizabeth A. Davis, Michael
M. J. Fischer, Angela Garcia, Peter Locke, Adriana Petryna, Bridget Purcell, Laurence
Ralph, Lilia M. Schwarcz
Explores participant observation in this guide to the systematic collection of data in
naturalistic settings - communities in many different cultures - to achieve an
understanding of the most fundamental processes and patterns of social life.
For All of Us, One Today is a fluid, poetic story anchored by Richard Blanco’s experiences as
the inaugural poet in 2013, and beyond. In this brief and evocative narrative, he shares for the
first time his journey as a Latino immigrant and openly gay man discovering a new, emotional
understanding of what it means to be an American. He tells the story of the call from the White
House committee and all the exhilaration and upheaval of the days that followed. He reveals
the inspiration and challenges behind the creation of the inaugural poem, “One Today,” as
well as two other poems commissioned for the occasion (“Mother Country” and “What We
Know of Country”), published here for the first time ever, alongside translations of all three of
those poems into his native Spanish. Finally, Blanco reflects on his life-changing role as a
public voice since the inauguration, his spiritual embrace of Americans everywhere, and his
vision for poetry’s new role in our nation’s consciousness. Like the inaugural poem itself, For
All of Us, One Today speaks to what makes this country and its people great, marking a
historic moment of hope and promise in our evolving American landscape. In 2017, U2 is
featuring “One Today” during their Joshua Tree tour throughout the United States and Europe.
The poem will be projected on the stage screens as people enter the stadium to reflect and
discuss America and the American experience. 2014 International Latino Awards Winner: Best
Biography – Spanish or Bilingual
An extended ethnographic essay that explores the socially produced, narratively mediated, and
relatively unconscious ideological responses of people--scholars and folk--to a history of race
and class domination, with specific reference to several distinct though inter- related spheres of
folkloric symbolic action concerning the working classes of Mexican-American south Texas.
Paper edition (unseen), $15.95. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
In classical anthropology, subjects of study are seen as vulnerable while their observers are
instructed to remain detached and objective. Yet with the emergence during the last decade of
a group of anthropologists with recognizable connections to the cultures in which they work,
the lines between participant and observer, insider and outsider are no longer so easily drawn.
In The Vulnerable Observer, the award-winning anthropologist Ruth Behar offers a new theory
and practice for this humanistic anthropology. No longer looking over others' shoulders, she
Page 4/9

Read PDF The Vulnerable Observer Anthropology That Breaks Your Heart
becomes one of the subjects of study as she reflects upon the observer as well as the
observed. Eloquently interweaving ethnography and memoir, Ruth Behar reflects on fieldwork
in Spain, Cuba, and the United States through her personal stories of loss as a young Cuban
Jewish immigrant. Beginning with a poignant essay exploring the refuge she found in her
fieldwork as her grandfather died, she proposes an anthropology that is lived and written in a
personal voice in the hope that it will lead us toward greater depth of understanding and feeling
for those about whom we write.
`If students and scholars interested in qualitative inquiry have felt that the field of qualitative
research has come to a peaceful and dignified academic standstill, then this book will awaken
them to a different reality. It brings the message that there is a storm rising on the qualitative
horizon, but we do not know when it will hit us, from which direction or what its nature will be? Nyhedsbrev The Qualitative Inquiry Reader offers a selection of landmark articles from the
popular SAGE journal Qualitative Inquiry. These collected works introduce the necessary
critical framework that will allow scholars and students to interpret cutting-edge work in the field
of qualitative inquiry. The Reader includes: examples from across the behavioural and social
sciences; is divided into five accessible sections: reflexive ethnography, autoethnography,
poetics, performance narratives and assessing the text; reflects the ways in which
contemporary researchers have implemented the narrative turn in their writing; and contains
cutting-edge work by top scholars in the field.
In 1960s New York, fifth-grader Ruthie, a Cuban-Jewish immigrant, must rely on books, art,
her family, and friends in her multicultural neighborhood when an accident puts her in a body
cast.
In a time of intense uncertainty, social strife, and ecological upheaval, what does it take to
envision the world as it yet may be? The field of anthropology, Anand Pandian argues, has
resources essential for this critical and imaginative task. Anthropology is no stranger to
injustice and exploitation. Still, its methods can reveal unseen dimensions of the world at hand
and radical experience as the seed of a humanity yet to come. A Possible Anthropology is an
ethnography of anthropologists at work: canonical figures like Bronislaw Malinowski and
Claude Lévi-Strauss, ethnographic storytellers like Zora Neale Hurston and Ursula K. Le Guin,
contemporary scholars like Jane Guyer and Michael Jackson, and artists and indigenous
activists inspired by the field. In their company, Pandian explores the moral and political
horizons of anthropological inquiry, the creative and transformative potential of an experimental
practice.
"Groundbreaking anthology of artwork, drama, fiction, interviews, and poetry by authors both
within and outside Cuba. Wide, provocative range of perspectives. Highlights include Ruth
Behar's introductory and closing essays, interviews with Nancy Morejâon, and essays by
Marâia de los Angeles Torres and Alan West. Majority of translations by David
Frye"--Handbook of Latin American Studies, v. 58.
This comprehensive, engaging guide to applied research distills the expertise of the
distinguished ethnographer and methodologist Pertti Pelto over his acclaimed 50-year career.
Having written the first major text promoting mixed qualitative and quantitative methods in
applied ethnography in the 1970s, Pelto now synthesizes decades of innovation, including
examples from around the world that illustrate how specific methods yield immediate results for
addressing social problems. Ideal for researchers, students, training programs, and technical
assistance projects, this thorough text covers the key topics and skills required: gaining entry,
recording and organizing field data, a host of specialized techniques, integrating qualitative and
quantitative methods, building and training research teams, rapid assessment and focused
ethnographic studies, short- and long-term ethnography, writing up results, non-Western
perspectives on research, and more.

"A vitally important contribution to anthropology. . . . Most importantly, although the
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critique is sharply directed, the tone of the volume is constructive rather than
destructive—or deconstructive."—Joan Vincent, Barnard College "A rich, thoughtprovoking, and highly original collection. . . . The research presented is new and the
perspectives original. This collection of essays casts significant new light on
phenomena and practices which have long been central to anthropology, while at the
same time introducing new substantive materials."—Don Brenneis, University of
California, Santa Cruz
De la Garza weaves a powerful examination of the complex processes that work
together to constrain self-expression in a woman of Mexican ancestry. The book
demonstrates the use of a variety of creative and reflexive methodologies, including
poetry, prayers, de/reconstructed narratives, autobiography, and letters to historical and
cultural female archetypes of Mexican origin. This methodology of «art as meditation»,
for obtaining insight into the dynamics of culture, is used to produce an
autoethnographic study of how one can reclaim voice through rigorous interrogation of
our own lives as cultural texts. De la Garza offers us a template for a new methodology,
as applicable in academic studies of culture as it is in the everyday lives of those
seeking to find voice within silenced cultural domains.
Why is the World Bank so successful? How has it gained power even at moments in
history when it seemed likely to fall? This pathbreaking book is the first close
examination of the inner workings of the Bank, the foundations of its achievements, its
propensity for intensifying the problems it intends to cure, and its remarkable ability to
tame criticism and extend its own reach. Michael Goldman takes us inside World Bank
headquarters in Washington, D.C., and then to Bank project sites around the globe. He
explains how projects funded by the Bank really work and why community activists
struggle against the World Bank and its brand of development. Goldman looks at recent
ventures in areas such as the environment, human rights, and good governance and
reveals how—despite its poor track record—the World Bank has acquired greater
authority and global power than ever before. The book sheds new light on the World
Bank’s role in increasing global inequalities and considers why it has become the
central target for anti-globalization movements worldwide. For anyone concerned about
globalization and social justice, Imperial Nature is essential reading.
Translated Woman tells the story of an unforgettable encounter between Ruth Behar, a
Cuban-American feminist anthropologist, and Esperanza Hernández, a Mexican street
peddler. The tale of Esperanza's extraordinary life yields unexpected and profound
reflections on the mutual desires that bind together anthropologists and their "subjects."
The description for this book, Santa Maria del Monte: The Presence of the Past in a
Spanish Village, will be forthcoming.
Awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1966, S. Y. Agnon is considered the towering
genius of modern Hebrew literature for his hard-edged modernism and soft-hued
imagery. With this new collection of stories, the English-speaking audience has, at long
last, access to the rich and brilliantly multifaceted fictional world of one of the great
writers of this century. These stories span the lifetime of a quintessential wandering
Jew - born in Buczacz, Poland, living in Germany, and finally settling in Jerusalem - and
they bring to life the full gamut of the modern Jewish experience in fiction. This broad
selection of Agnon's fiction introduces the full sweep of the writer's panoramic vision as
chronicler of the lost world of Eastern European Jewry and the emerging society of
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modern Israel. Here are stories that portray the richly textured culture of traditional
Jewish life in Poland, as well as changes in the life of the community over time. Several
stories reflect on the Jewish infatuation with German and Western culture in the
interwar period: "On the Road," for example, narrates an eerie encounter on the eve of
a holy day between an itinerant Jew and a ghostly company of martyred Jews from the
Crusades. The early years of Jewish settlement in the land of Israel are recalled in "Hill
of Sand," which is also a revealing portrait of the artist as a young man; "A Book That
Was Lost" is a powerful metaphor for the writer's own journey from Buczacz to
Jerusalem.
Traveling Heavy is a deeply moving, unconventional memoir by the master storyteller
and cultural anthropologist Ruth Behar. Through evocative stories, she portrays her life
as an immigrant child and later, as an adult woman who loves to travel but is terrified of
boarding a plane. With an open heart, she writes about her Yiddish-Sephardic-CubanAmerican family, as well as the strangers who show her kindness as she makes her
way through the world. Compassionate, curious, and unafraid to reveal her failings,
Behar embraces the unexpected insights and adventures of travel, whether those be
learning that she longed to become a mother after being accused of giving the evil eye
to a baby in rural Mexico, or going on a zany pilgrimage to the Behar World Summit in
the Spanish town of Béjar. Behar calls herself an anthropologist who specializes in
homesickness. Repeatedly returning to her homeland of Cuba, unwilling to utter her last
goodbye, she is obsessed by the question of why we leave home to find home. For
those of us who travel heavy with our own baggage, Behar is an indispensable guide,
full of grace and hope, in the perpetual search for connection that defines our humanity.
The Vulnerable ObserverAnthropology That Breaks Your HeartBeacon Press

This deeply moving collection of "ethnographic poetry" by the renowned cultural
theorist Renato Rosaldo focuses on the immediate aftermath of his wife Michelle
(Shelly) Rosaldo's sudden death on October 11, 1981, the day after she and her
family had arrived in a northern Philippines village where Shelly and Renato were
to conduct fieldwork.
Cultural displacement -- physical dislocation from one's native culture or the
colonizing imposition of a foreign culture -- is one of the most formative
experiences of our century. These essays examine the impact of this experience
on contemporary notions of cultural identity from the perspectives of
anthropology, history, philosophy, literature, and psychology.
This study of a northern Spanish community shows how the residents of Santa
MarÁa del Monte have acted together at critical times to ensure the survival of
their traditional forms of social organization. The survival of these forms has
allowed the villagers, in turn, to weather demographic, political, and economic
crises over the centuries. Originally published in 1991. The Princeton Legacy
Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton
University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important
books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The
goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich
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scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton
University Press since its founding in 1905.
Until recently, the combination of a Cuban old boys' network and an ideological
emphasis on "tough" writing kept fiction by Cuban women largely unknown and
unread. Cubana, the U.S. version of a groundbreaking anthology of women's
fiction published in Cuba in 1996, introduces these once-ignored writers to a new
audience. Havana editor and author Mirta Yáñez has assembled an impressive
group of sixteen stories that reveals the strength and variety of contemporary
writing by Cuban women-and offers a glimpse inside Cuba during a time of both
extreme economic difficulty and artistic renaissance. Many of these stories focus
pointedly on economic and social conditions. Josefina de Diego's "Internal
Monologue on a Corner in Havana" shows us the current crisis through the eyes
and voice of a witty economist-turned-vendor who must sell her extra cigarettes.
Others-Magaly Sánchez's erotic fantasy "Catalina in the Afternoons" and Mylene
Fernández Pintado's psychologically deft "Anhedonia (A Story in Two
Women)"-reveal a nascent Cuban feminism. The twelve-year-old narrator of Aida
Bahr's "The Scent of Limes" tries to make sense of her grandparents'
conservative values, her stepfather's disappearance, and her mother's fierce
independence. The Cuban-American writer Achy Obejas recreates the strange
dual identity of the immigrant, while avant-garde stories like the playful and savvy
"The Urn and the Name (A Merry Tale)," written by Ena Lucía Portela, reveal the
vitality of the experimental tradition in Cuba. And Rosa Ileana Boudet's "Potosí
11: Address Unknown" is both a romantic paean to a time of youth, passion, and
revolution, and an attempt to reconcile that past with a diminished present.
Originally published: Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2014, as part of the
Fieldwork encounters and discoveries series.
Anthropology is the study of all humans in all times in all places. But it is so much
more than that. "Anthropology requires strength, valor, and courage," Nancy
Scheper-Hughes noted. "Pierre Bourdieu called anthropology a combat sport, an
extreme sport as well as a tough and rigorous discipline. ... It teaches students
not to be afraid of getting one's hands dirty, to get down in the dirt, and to commit
yourself, body and mind. Susan Sontag called anthropology a "heroic"
profession." What is the payoff for this heroic journey? You will find ideas that can
carry you across rivers of doubt and over mountains of fear to find the the light
and life of places forgotten. Real anthropology cannot be contained in a book.
You have to go out and feel the world's jagged edges, wipe its dust from your
brow, and at times, leave your blood in its soil. In this unique book, Dr. Michael
Wesch shares many of his own adventures of being an anthropologist and what
the science of human beings can tell us about the art of being human. This
special first draft edition is a loose framework for more and more complete future
chapters and writings. It serves as a companion to anth101.com, a free and open
resource for instructors of cultural anthropology. This 2018 text is a revision of
the "first draft edition" from 2017 and includes 7 new chapters.
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This classic textbook, now in its fourth edition, offers anthropology students a
succinct, clear, and balanced introduction to twenty-five major theorists and
theoretical developments in the field.
Moving between the speech and silence of a woman struggling to speak freely,
Ruth Behar embarks on a poetic voyage into her own vulnerability and the
sacrifices of her exiled ancestors as she tries to understand love, loss, regret,
and the things we keep and carry with us. Behar's vivid renderings of wilted
gardens, crashing waves, and firefly-lit nights recall the imagery of her
inspiration, Dulce María Loynaz, who is often known as the Cuban Emily
Dickinson. Presented in a beautiful bilingual English-Spanish edition--Behar
serves as her own translator--Everything I Kept/Todo lo que guardé will haunt
readers with the cries and whispers which illuminate the human spirit and the
spectrum of emotions that make for a life and lives well-remembered.
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