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The Waning Of The Mediterranean 1550 1870
Volume 2 of The New Cambridge History of Islam is devoted to the history of the
Western Islamic lands from the political fragmentation of the eleventh century to the
beginnings of European colonialism towards the end of the eighteenth century. The
volume embraces a vast area from al-Andalus and North Africa to Arabia and the lands
of the Ottomans. In the first four sections, scholars – all leaders in their particular fields chart the rise and fall, and explain the political and religious developments, of the
various independent ruling dynasties across the region, including famously the
Almohads, the Fatimids and Mamluks, and, of course, the Ottomans. The final section
of the volume explores the commonalities and continuities that united these diverse and
geographically disparate communities, through in-depth analyses of state formation,
conversion, taxation, scholarship and the military.
Comprehensively surveys Ethiopia and Eritrea's rich and dynamic tradition of historical
writing, from the ancient Aksumite era to the present day.
This is the first study to analyze a wide spread of price data to determine whether
market development led to economic growth in the early modern period.
The Sahara has long been portrayed as a barrier that divides the Mediterranean world
from Africa proper and isolates the countries of the Maghrib from their southern and
eastern neighbors. Rather than viewing the desert as an isolating barrier, this volume
takes up historian Fernand Braudel’s description of the Sahara as "the second face of
the Mediterranean." The essays recast the history of the region with the Sahara at its
center, uncovering a story of densely interdependent networks that span the desert’s
vast expanse. They explore the relationship between the desert’s "islands" and
"shores" and the connections and commonalities that unite the region. Contributors
draw on extensive ethnographic and historical research to address topics such as trade
and migration; local notions of place, territoriality, and movement; Saharan cities; and
the links among ecological, regional, and world-historical approaches to understanding
the Sahara.
Considering the ways in which the ‘global turn’ is changing the theory and practice of
historical disciplines, Explorations in History and Globalization engages with the
concept and methodology of globalization, challenging traditional divisions of space and
time to offer a range of perspectives on how globalization has affected social,
economic, political and cultural history. Each chapter covers a specific theme,
discussing how globalization has shaped these themes and how they have contributed
to globalization throughout history. Including topics such as ecological exchanges,
trade, exchanges of knowledge, migration, empire and urbanization, this volume both
explains historical trajectories through a global analytical framework and provides tools
that students can employ when posing their own research questions about historical
globalization. Containing suggestions for further reading and guidance on the ways in
which primary source material can be used as a basis for global historical studies, this
is the ideal volume for all students interested in the global exchanges between people
throughout history.
Oceanic Histories is the first comprehensive account of world history focused not on the
land but viewed through the 70% of the Earth's surface covered by water. Leading
historians trace the history of the Indian, Pacific, and Atlantic Oceans and seas, from
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the Arctic and the Baltic to the South China Sea and the Sea of Japan/Korea's East
Sea, over the longue dure. Individual chapters trace the histories and the
historiographies of the various oceanic regions, with special attention given to the
histories of circulation and particularity, the links between human and non-human
history and the connections and comparisons between parts of the World Ocean.
Showcasing oceanic history as a field with a long past and a vibrant future, these
authoritative surveys, original arguments and guides to research make this volume an
indispensable resource for students and scholars alike.
This Handbook re-examines the concept of early modern history in a European and
global context. The term 'early modern' has been familiar, especially in Anglophone
scholarship, for four decades and is securely established in teaching, research, and
scholarly publishing. More recently, however, the unity implied in the notion has
fragmented, while the usefulness and even the validity of the term, and the historical
periodisation which it incorporates, have been questioned. The Oxford Handbook of
Early Modern European History, 1350-1750 provides an account of the development of
the subject during the past half-century, but primarily offers an integrated and
comprehensive survey of present knowledge, together with some suggestions as to
how the field is developing. It aims both to interrogate the notion of 'early modernity'
itself and to survey early modern Europe as an established field of study. The
overriding aim will be to establish that 'early modern' is not simply a chronological label
but possesses a substantive integrity. Volume I examines 'Peoples and Place',
assessing structural factors such as climate, printing and the revolution in information,
social and economic developments, and religion, including chapters on Orthodoxy,
Judaism and Islam.
This book provides a comprehensive understanding of environmental regionalism at the
international level, analyzing the concept and identifying recurring patterns from six indepth case studies. While ecoregions or environmental regions are defined on
ecological boundaries rather than administrative criteria, ecoregionalism is the idea that
regional dynamics should cluster around ecoregions, while ecoregionalization is the
tendency of regional dynamics to cluster around ecoregions. Focusing on the
international level, this book presents six cases of ecoregional processes from around
the world and the regional environmental agreements: two are terrestrial, the Alps and
the Andes; two are marine, the Mediterranean Sea and the Baltic Sea; two are related
to freshwater ecosystems: the Amu Darya in Central Asia and the Great Lakes in North
America. The book analyzes both ecoregional processes focused on the environment,
as well as intersectoral ecoregional processes. The case studies are analyzed based
on the ecoregional governance framework, developed by the author for this book.
Despite the diversity of context, the similarity of the governance system of the six cases
is striking. Several recurring patterns have been identified, which may also extend to
the subnational level. They are not design principles, but may be taken into
consideration for the design or redesign of current and future regional environmental
agreements and processes. This book will be of great interest to students and scholars
of environmental politics, natural resource management, spatial planning and
international relations.
A Companion to Mediterranean History presents awide-ranging overview of this vibrant
field of historical research,drawing together scholars from a range of disciplines to
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discussthe development of the region from Neolithic times to thepresent. Provides a
valuable introduction to current debates onMediterranean history and helps define the
field for a newgeneration Covers developments in the Mediterranean world from
Neolithictimes to the modern era Enables fruitful dialogue among a wide range of
disciplines,including history, archaeology, art, literature, andanthropology
The Tigris and Euphrates rivers run through the heart of the Middle East and merge in
the area of Mesopotamia known as the "cradle of civilization." In their long and volatile
political history, the sixteenth century ushered in a rare era of stability and integration. A
series of military campaigns between the Mediterranean Sea and the Persian Gulf
brought the entirety of their flow under the institutional control of the Ottoman Empire,
then at the peak of its power and wealth. Rivers of the Sultan tells the history of the
Tigris and Euphrates during the early modern period. Under the leadership of Sultan
Süleyman I, the rivers became Ottoman from mountain to ocean, managed by a
political elite that pledged allegiance to a single household, professed a common
religion, spoke a lingua franca, and received orders from a central administration based
in Istanbul. Faisal Husain details how Ottoman unification institutionalized cooperation
among the rivers' dominant users and improved the exploitation of their waters for
navigation and food production. Istanbul harnessed the energy and resources of the
rivers for its security and economic needs through a complex network of forts, canals,
bridges, and shipyards. Above all, the imperial approach to river management
rebalanced the natural resource disparity within the Tigris-Euphrates basin. Istanbul
regularly organized shipments of grain, metal, and timber from upstream areas of
surplus in Anatolia to downstream areas of need in Iraq. Through this policy of natural
resource redistribution, the Ottoman Empire strengthened its presence in the eastern
borderland region with the Safavid Empire and fended off challenges to its authority.
Placing these world historic bodies of water at its center, Rivers of the Sultan reveals
intimate bonds between state and society, metropole and periphery, and nature and
culture in the early modern world.
Beginning in late 2010, peaceful protests against entrenched regimes unexpectedly
erupted in a number of Arab countries, causing political upheaval across the region.
Through contributions from noted scholars, The Arab Spring provides a comprehensive
overview of the causes, key issues, and aftermath of these events. Divided into two
parts, the book first examines the Arab countries most dramatically impacted by the
uprisings, as well as why some of their Arab neighbors avoided large-scale protests.
The second part explores other countries inside and outside the region-that have a
stake and interest in the uprisings. The second edition includes a new chapter on Iraq
and coverage of developments in the region since 2012 and how they have altered
initial assessments of the Arab Spring's effects. New part introductions and a revised
concluding chapter provide contextualization and comparative analyses of key themes
and broader questions. This is an essential volume for students and scholars seeking
the fullest understanding of how the Arab uprisings continue to impact the region and
the world.
What is the significance of sustainable resource management for the functioning of
Mediterranean island societies? How do human-environment relations reflect in a multiethnic religious landscape? This book poses these questions in the context of the
Ottoman, British, and modern history of Cyprus. It explores the socio-ecological
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dimension of the Cyprus conflict and considers the role of local environmental practices
for historical coexistence and modern division. The book synthesizes theoretical
approaches from the research on 'religion and ecology' with the anthropology of
Cyprus, with the goal to develop and establish an ecological perspective on
coexistence and conflict in the Mediterranean. Religion is seen as the place where local
representations of nature and traditions of resource management are generated and
maintained. The work takes a comparative look at the impact of Eastern Orthodox and
Islamic institutions on the island's landscape, as well as the religious and economic
practices of the rural peasant communities. The findings are then spelled out in the
context of current discourses on religion, environmental ethics, and social justice.
In Southeast Europe, the Balkans, and Middle East, scholars often refer to the
“peaceful coexistence” of various religious and ethnic groups under the Ottoman
Empire before ethnonationalist conflicts dissolved that shared space and created
legacies of division. Post-Ottoman Coexistence interrogates ways of living together and
asks what practices enabled centuries of cooperation and sharing, as well as how and
when such sharing was disrupted. Contributors discuss both historical and
contemporary practices of coexistence within the context of ethno-national conflict and
its aftermath.
The Seabrings together a group of noted contributors to evaluate the different ways in
which seas have served as subjects in historiography and asks how this has
changed---and will change---the way history is written. The essays in this volume
provide exemplary demonstrations of how a sea-based history-writing that focuses on
connectivity, networks, and individuals describes the horizons and the potential of
thalassography---the study of the world made by individuals embedded in networks of
motion. As Peter N. Miller contends in his introduction, writing about the sea, today, is a
way of partaking in the wider historiographical shift toward microhistory; exchange
relations; networks; and, above all, materiality, both literally and figuratively. The Sea
focuses not on questions of discipline and professionalization as much as on the
practice of scholarship: the writing, and therefore the planning and organizing, of
histories of the sea.
The underlying frame of this book is medicine, and in particular human disease. At
every turn in the road, it is my desire and hope to impart some understanding of the
ailments that plague our species—in as jargon-free way as possible. The overlying
structure, however, as we travel disease by disease through the pages of this book, are
the numerous jumping-off points, from which we will delve into the splendid history,
mystery, and serendipity of science, the eddies and currents of human history, in all its
splendor and all its tragedy, not to mention dips and dives into all that came before us,
when humankind was just a gleam in evolution’s eye. The great and prolific sci-fi writer
Stephen King once said, “Kill your darlings, kill your darlings, even when it breaks your
egocentric little scribbler’s heart, kill your darlings.” The translation being: stay on point
and mercilessly throttle your little side stories and anecdotes, even if they’re cute,
because they don’t add to, and in fact mostly distract from, the real story. I adore
Stephen King, but this book is precisely that, about those darlings. We won’t forget
about medicine, but you can forget that this narrative will stay on a straight and narrow
path; we won’t be killing these darlings. Instead, we’ll journey to the top of Everest and
into the center of the Earth, from the beginning of time to the unforgiving time of dogma,
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collecting every darling—from science, history, art, music, biology, chemistry, physics,
math, astronomy, geology, geography, anthropology, archaeology, religion, you name
it—we find. We’ll cherish all those darlings that make up the human history that remains
eternal in all of us. If the underlying frame of this book is medicine and the overlying
structure is the jumping-off points into all our precious darlings, then the overarching
roof on top of it all is made up of the personal anecdotes and vignettes threaded
throughout its pages. When you’re a physician who gets to my age (my precise age
necessarily omitted because I can scarcely believe it myself), you’ve been in the
trenches of medicine long enough to have seen a thing or two. These personal stories I
hope show how while medical history can reveal the entire world to us, the practice of
medicine is ultimately about valuing us each as individuals. Lewis Carroll’s rather
famous Alice in Wonderland (1865) includes this demand of the White Rabbit, when he
is called to the witness stand to report on what he knows about who stole the Queen of
Hearts’ tarts: “Begin at the beginning and go on till you come to the end; then stop.”
Perhaps this is good advice for the White Rabbit and the mystery of the missing tarts,
but the thing with medicine is this: it’s not really just one simple frame but rather a huge
expanse of interlocking frames, all of which have their own innumerable jumping-off
points—and so first beginning at the beginning and then going on until the end is far too
much to ask of a single book. Such a pursuit needs to be broken down into
volumes—which is what I have done. You hold in your hands The First History of Man,
the initial of a planned eight volumes. And the journey I invite you on in this first volume
is this: a foray into the world of infection in general, and bacterial infections in particular,
with darling visits with Cleopatra, Oscar Wilde, and a watch-wearing apple out in the
emptiness of space along the way, all threaded together with two or three meaningful
narratives from my own life. The jumping off adventures awaiting you in the second
volume are built on viral, parasitic, fungal and sexually transmitted diseases, with
further volumes covering heart and lung diseases, and so on and so forth, through eight
volumes, accompanied again by overlying jumping-off points into darlings of science
and history and an overarching personal story.
This book is the product of the 2nd World Conference on Environmental History, held in
Guimarães, Portugal, in 2014. It gathers works by authors from the five continents,
addressing concerns raised by past events so as to provide information to help manage
the present and the future. It reveals how our cultural background and examples of past
territorial intervention can help to combat political and cultural limitations through the
common language of environmental benefits without disguising harmful past human
interventions. Considering that political ideologies such as socialism and capitalism, as
well as religion, fail to offer global paradigms for common ground, an environmentally
positive discourse instead of an ecological determinism might serve as an umbrella
common language to overcome blocking factors, real or invented, and avoid repeating
ecological loss. Therefore, agency, environmental speech and historical research are
urgently needed in order to sustain environmental paradigms and overcome political,
cultural an economic interests in the public arena. This book intertwines reflections on
our bonds with landscapes, processes of natural and scientific transfer across the
globe, the changing of ecosystems, the way in which scientific knowledge has
historically both accelerated destruction and allowed a better distribution of vital
resources or as it, in today’s world, can offer alternatives that avoid harming those
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same vital natural resources: water, soil and air. In addition, it shows the relevance of
cultural factors both in the taming of nature in favor of human comfort and in the role of
the environment matters in the forging of cultural identities, which cannot be detached
from technical intervention in the world. In short, the book firstly studies the past,
approaching it as a data set of how the environment has shaped culture, secondly
seeks to understand the present, and thirdly assesses future perspectives: what to
keep, what to change, and what to dream anew, considering that conventional solutions
have not sufficed to protect life on our planet.

ADRION, Charter routes from antiquity to modern times. A research by the
University of Zara, and Università degli Studi di Teramo.
A Moveable Empire examines the history of the Ottoman Empire through a new
lens, focusing on the migrant groups that lived within its bounds and their
changing relationship to the state's central authorities. Unlike earlier studies that
take an evolutionary view of tribe-state relations -- casting the development of a
state as a story in which nomadic tribes give way to settled populations -- this
book argues that mobile groups played an important role in shaping Ottoman
institutions and, ultimately, the early republican structures of modern Turkey.
Over much of the empire's long history, local interests influenced the
development of the Ottoman state as authorities sought to enlist and
accommodate the various nomadic groups in the region. In the early years of the
empire, maintaining a nomadic presence, especially in frontier regions, was an
important source of strength. Cooperation between the imperial center and tribal
leaders provided the center with an effective way of reaching distant parts of the
empire, while allowing tribal leaders to perpetuate their own authority and
guarantee the tribes' survival as bearers of distinct cultures and identities. This
relationship changed in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, as indigenous
communities discovered new possibilities for expanding their own economic and
political power by pursuing local, regional, and even global opportunities,
independent of the Ottoman center. The loose, flexible relationship between the
Ottoman center and migrant communities became a liability under these
changing conditions, and the Ottoman state took its first steps toward settling
tribes and controlling migrations. Finally, in the early twentieth century, mobility
took another form entirely as ethnicity-based notions of nationality led to forced
migrations.
In the mid-nineteenth century French colonial leaders in Algeria descended
southward into the Sahara, initiating a fifty-year period of violence. The French
Empire in the Sahara sought power through physical force as it had elsewhere,
yet this did not yield empire on the cheap, and violence in colonial Algeria
followed a shifting political logic. A Desert Named Peace presents four cases: the
military conquests of the French army in the oases and officers' predisposition to
use extreme violence in colonial conflicts; a spontaneous nighttime attack made
by Algerian pastoralists on a French village, as notable for its brutality as for its
obscure causes; the violence of indigenous forms of slavery and the colonial
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accommodations that preserved it during the era of abolition; and the struggles of
French Romantics whose debates about art and politics arrived from Paris with
disastrous consequences. These different perspectives reveal the unexpected
causes of colonial violence, such as France's troubled revolutionary past and its
influence on the military's institutional culture, the aesthetics of the sublime and
its impact on colonial thinking, the ecological crises suffered by Saharan
pastoralists under colonial rule, and the conflicting paths to authority inherent in
Algerian Sufism.
The Red Sea has, from time immemorial, been one of the world’s most
navigated spaces, in the pursuit of trade, pilgrimage and conquest. Yet this
multidimensional history remains largely unrevealed by its successive
protagonists. Intrigued by the absence of a holistic portrayal of this body of water
and inspired by Fernand Braudel’s famous work on the Mediterranean, this book
brings alive a dynamic Red Sea world across time, revealing the particular
features of a unique historical actor. In capturing this heretofore lost space, it also
presents a critical, conceptual history of the sea, leading the reader into the heart
of Eurocentrism. The Sea, it is shown, is a vital element of the modern
philosophy of history. Alexis Wick is not satisfied with this inclusion of the Red
Sea into history and attendant critique of Eurocentrism. Contrapuntally, he
explores how the world and the sea were imagined differently before imperial
European hegemony. Searching for the lost space of Ottoman visions of the sea,
The Red Sea makes a deeper argument about the discipline of history and the
historian’s craft.
The New World History is a comprehensive volume of essays selected to enrich
world history teaching and scholarship in this rapidly expanding field. The fortyfour articles in this book take stock of the history, evolving literature, and current
trajectories of new world history. These essays, together with the editors’
introductions to thematic chapters, encourage educators and students to reflect
critically on the development of the field and to explore concepts, approaches,
and insights valuable to their own work. The selections are organized in ten
chapters that survey the history of the movement, the seminal ideas of founding
thinkers and today’s practitioners, changing concepts of world historical space
and time, comparative methods, environmental history, the “big history”
movement, globalization, debates over the meaning of Western power, and
ongoing questions about the intellectual premises and assumptions that have
shaped the field.
This book forms part of the scholarly rejection of the ‘experts’ of empire and
calls for us to centre our understanding of colonial praxis upon the lives of the
colonised peoples of the past and the present. Western publics are constantly
being told by ‘experts’ that they ought to rethink the history of empire. They are
told that their (presumed) guilt regarding their countries’ imperial pasts can be
assuaged: if people were only able to deploy a ‘balanced scorecard’ they would
then recognise that imperialists brought roads as well as death, schools as well
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as national borders, and hospitals as well as racialised forms of ethnic conflict.
Building around an essay by the Algerian writer Hosni Kitouni (here translated
into English for the first time), this book shows how the genre and forms of
imperial history mirror the actions of colonists and the documents they left
behind, erasing the suffering of indigenous people and the after-effects of empire,
which last into the present and will continue into the future. This book was
originally published as a special issue of Rethinking History.
A new history explores how one of Renaissance Italy’s leading cities maintained
its influence in an era of global exploration, trade, and empire. The Grand Duchy
of Tuscany was not an imperial power, but it did harbor global ambitions. After
abortive attempts at overseas colonization and direct commercial expansion, as
Brian Brege shows, Tuscany followed a different path, one that allowed it to
participate in Europe’s new age of empire without establishing an empire of its
own. The first history of its kind, Tuscany in the Age of Empire offers a fresh
appraisal of one of the foremost cities of the Italian Renaissance, as it sought
knowledge, fortune, and power throughout Asia, the Americas, and beyond. How
did Tuscany, which could not compete directly with the growing empires of other
European states, establish a global presence? First, Brege shows, Tuscany
partnered with larger European powers. The duchy sought to obtain trade rights
within their empires and even manage portions of other states’ overseas
territories. Second, Tuscans invested in cultural, intellectual, and commercial
institutions at home, which attracted the knowledge and wealth generated by
Europe’s imperial expansions. Finally, Tuscans built effective coalitions with
other regional powers in the Mediterranean and the Islamic world, which secured
the duchy’s access to global products and empowered the Tuscan monarchy in
foreign affairs. These strategies allowed Tuscany to punch well above its weight
in a world where power was equated with the sort of imperial possessions it
lacked. By finding areas of common interest with stronger neighbors and forming
alliances with other marginal polities, a small state was able to protect its own
security while carving out a space as a diplomatic and intellectual hub in a
globalizing Europe.
It is difficult to speak about Europe today without reference to its constitutive
regions—supra-national geographical designations such as “Scandinavia,”
“Eastern Europe,” and “the Balkans.” Such formulations are so ubiquitous that
they are frequently treated as empirical realities rather than a series of shifting,
overlapping, and historically constructed concepts. This volume is the first to
provide a synthetic account of these concepts and the historical and intellectual
contexts in which they emerged. Bringing together prominent international
scholars from across multiple disciplines, it systematically and comprehensively
explores how such “meso-regions” have been conceptualized throughout
modern European history.
This book represents selected papers of an international conference convened by the
Department of Humanities at Qatar University, Doha, in March 2013. Its theme was
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“Interdisciplinarity in History: An Old Method in New World Context”. Twelve out of the fifty
papers presented at the conference have been thoroughly reviewed, revised and compiled in
this volume. Their contributions emphasize that interdisciplinary in history has become a key
term for professional historians who reject the professional identity of history based on its
claimed autonomy and the distinctiveness of its research methods, and argue that this claim
has seriously narrowed the intellectual horizons of the discipline in terms of both teaching and
research. The chapters also stress that historical research should not be confined to political
events as it was by ancient historians, but, rather, be open to other complex issues which
require thorough investigation and collaboration between history and other disciplines. In this
sense, interdisciplinarity in history is a process of answering questions, solving problems, or
examining topics that are too broad or multifaceted to be tackled adequately by history as a
discipline on its own. Therefore, history “should not be regarded as a stationary subject,” as
Robinson wrote, but as a discipline that would transcend the limitations formerly imposed upon
the study of the past, and integrate with other social science disciplines to widen its
methodological scope and investigate many issues that had previously ignored or
marginalized.
Integrating the story of the western and eastern Mediterranean—from Genoa and the Habsburg
empire to Venice and the Ottoman and Byzantine empires—Tabak unveils the complex process
of devolution and regeneration that brought about the eclipse of the Mediterranean.
Maritime strategy and naval power in the Mediterranean touches on migration, the
environment, technology, economic power, international politics and law, as well as
calculations of naval strength and diplomatic manoeuvre. These broad and fundamental
themes are explored in this volume.
The Climate of Rebellion in the Early Modern Ottoman Empire explores the serious and farreaching impacts of Little Ice Age climate fluctuations in Ottoman lands. This study
demonstrates how imperial systems of provisioning and settlement that defined Ottoman
power in the 1500s came unraveled in the face of ecological pressures and extreme cold and
drought, leading to the outbreak of the destructive Celali Rebellion (1595–1610). This rebellion
marked a turning point in Ottoman fortunes, as a combination of ongoing Little Ice Age climate
events, nomad incursions and rural disorder postponed Ottoman recovery over the following
century, with enduring impacts on the region's population, land use and economy.
This book illuminates Byzantines' relationship with woodland between the seventh and twelfth
centuries. Using the oak and the olive as objects of study, this work explores shifting economic
strategies, environmental change, and the transformation of material culture throughout the
middle Byzantine period. Drawing from texts, environmental data, and archaeological surveys,
this book demonstrates that woodland's makeup was altered after Byzantium's seventhcentury metamorphosis, and that people interacted in new ways with this re-worked ecology.
Oak obtained prominence after late antiquity, illustrating the shift from that earlier era's
intensive agriculture to a more sylvan middle Byzantine economy. Meanwhile, the olive faded
into the background, re-emerging in the eleventh and twelfth centuries thanks to the initiative of
people adapting yet again to newly changed political and economic circumstances. This book
therefore shows that Byzantines' relationship with their ecology was far from static, and that
Byzantines' decisions had environmental impacts.
In one of the first ever environmental histories of the Ottoman Empire, Alan Mikhail examines
relations between the empire and its most lucrative province of Egypt. Based on both the local
records of various towns and villages in rural Egypt and the imperial orders of the Ottoman
state, this book charts how changes in the control of natural resources fundamentally altered
the nature of Ottoman imperial sovereignty in Egypt and throughout the empire. In revealing
how Egyptian peasants were able to use their knowledge and experience of local
environments to force the hand of the imperial state, Nature and Empire in Ottoman Egypt tells
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a story of the connections of empire stretching from canals in the Egyptian countryside to the
palace in Istanbul, from the forests of Anatolia to the shores of the Red Sea, and from a plague
flea's bite to the fortunes of one of the most powerful states of the early modern world.
"Celebrating sugar while acknowledging its complex history, 'The Oxford Companion to Sugar
and Sweets' is the definitive guide to one of humankind's greatest sources of pleasure"-Although no less an authority than Joseph A. Schumpeter proclaimed that Antonio Serra was
the world’s first economist, he remains something of a dark horse of economic historiography.
‘A ‘Short Treatise’ on the Wealth and Poverty of Nations’ presents, for the first time, an
English translation of Serra’s ‘Breve Trattato’ (1613), one of the most famous tracts in the
history of political economy. The treatise is accompanied by Sophus A. Reinert’s illuminating
introduction which explores its historical context, reception, and relevance for current concerns.

This book explains how Genoese entrepreneurs transformed the structures of
global trade during the second half of the seventeenth century. The author
reconstructs the business network built by the Genoese merchant Domenico
Grillo between the 1650s and the 1680s. Grillo’s business interests stretched
from the Mediterranean to Pacific South America, traversing and joining the
Spanish, Dutch, and English Atlantics. He and his associates created a new
business model that was to be emulated by Dutch, French, and English traders in
subsequent decades: the monopolistic asientos for the exploitation of the transimperial and intra-American slave trade to Spanish America. Offering a
connected history of capitalism across trans-continental geographies and
different empires, this book challenges established views of a period which has
traditionally been interrogated from a northern European mercantile perspective.
Cutting across the histories of the slave trade in the Atlantic world, early modern
capitalism, and early modern empire, this study has much to offer to students and
scholars interested in the agents, economic practices, and geographies of trade
that do not easily fit into and therefore disrupt the traditional narratives of the Rise
of the West.
Taking a new approach to the study of cross-cultural trade, this book blends
archival research with historical narrative and economic analysis to understand
how the Sephardic Jews of Livorno, Tuscany, traded in regions near and far in
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Francesca Trivellato tests
assumptions about ethnic and religious trading diasporas and networks of
exchange and trust. Her extensive research in international archives--including a
vast cache of merchants' letters written between 1704 and 1746--reveals a more
nuanced view of the business relations between Jews and non-Jews across the
Mediterranean, Atlantic Europe, and the Indian Ocean than ever before. The
book argues that cross-cultural trade was predicated on and generated familiarity
among strangers, but could coexist easily with religious prejudice. It analyzes
instances in which business cooperation among coreligionists and between
strangers relied on language, customary norms, and social networks more than
the progressive rise of state and legal institutions.
The Routledge Handbook of Maritime Trade around Europe 1300-1600 explores
the links between maritime trading networks around Europe, from the
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Mediterranean and the Atlantic to the North and Baltic Seas. Maritime trade
routes connected diverse geographical and cultural spheres, contributing to a
more integrated Europe in both cultural and material terms. This volume explores
networks’ economic functions alongside their intercultural exchanges, contacts
and practical arrangements in ports on the European coasts. The collection takes
as its central question how shippers and merchants were able to connect
regional and interregional trade circuits around and beyond Europe in the late
medieval period. It is divided into four parts, with chapters in Part I looking across
broad themes such as ships and sailing routes, maritime law, financial linkages
and linguistic exchanges. In the following parts - divided into the Mediterranean,
the Baltic Sea, and the Atlantic and North Seas - contributors present case
studies addressing themes including conflict resolution, relations between
different types of main ports and their hinterland, the local institutional
arrangements supporting maritime trade, and the advantages and challenges of
locations around the continent. The volume concludes with a summary that
points to the extraterritorial character of trading systems during this fascinating
period of expansion. Drawing together an international team of contributors, The
Routledge Handbook of Maritime Trade around Europe is a vital contribution to
the study of maritime history and the history of trade. It is essential reading for
students and scholars in these fields.
The Ottoman East what is also called Western Armenia, Northern Kurdistan or
Eastern Anatolia compared to other peripheries of the Ottoman Empire, has
received very little attention in Ottoman historiography. So-called taboo subjects
such as the fate of Ottoman Armenians and the Kurdish Question during the
latter years of the Ottoman Empire have contributed to this dearth of analysis. By
integrating the Armenian and Kurdish elements into the study of the Ottoman
Empire, this book seeks to emphasise the interaction of different ethno-religious
groups. As an area where Ottoman centralization faced unsurpassable
challenges, the Ottoman East offers an ideal opportunity to examine an
alternative social and political model for imperial governance and the means by
which provincial rule interacted with the Ottoman centre. Discussing vital issues
across this geographical area, such as trade routes, regional economic trends,
migration patterns and the molding of local and national identities, this book
offers a unique and fresh approach to the history and politics of modernization
and empire in the wider region."
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