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Thelonious Monk The Life And Times Of An American Original
Critic Leonard Feather was one of the earliest and most persistent champions of bop. It was he who persuaded RCA
Victor that the new music was worth recording. His Inside Jazz is a full-length account of bop: its origins and
development and the personalities of the musicians who created it. Numerous photographs and anecdotes bring this
innovative era in jazz history back to life once more.
Billy Strayhorn (1915-1967) was one of the most accomplished composers in American music, the creator of such
standards as "Take the 'A' Train", yet all his life he was overshadowed by his friend and collaborator, Duke Ellington.
Through scrutiny of Strayhorn's private papers and more than five hundred interviews, Hajdu revives Strayhorn as one of
the most complex and tragic figures in jazz history.
Founded in 1965 and still active today, the Association for the Advancement of Creative Musicians (AACM) is an
American institution with an international reputation. George E. Lewis, who joined the collective as a teenager in 1971,
establishes the full importance and vitality of the AACM with this communal history, written with a symphonic sweep that
draws on a cross-generational chorus of voices and a rich collection of rare images. Moving from Chicago to New York to
Paris, and from founding member Steve McCall’s kitchen table to Carnegie Hall, A Power Stronger Than Itself uncovers
a vibrant, multicultural universe and brings to light a major piece of the history of avant-garde music and art.
Thelonious Monk (1917-1982) was one of jazz's greatest and most enigmatic figures. As a composer, pianist, and
bandleader, Monk both extended the piano tradition known as Harlem stride and was at the center of modern jazz's
creation during the 1940s, setting the stage for the experimentalism of the 1960s and '70s. This pathbreaking study
combines cultural theory, biography, and musical analysis to shed new light on Monk's music and on the jazz canon
itself. Gabriel Solis shows how the work of this stubbornly nonconformist composer emerged from the jazz world's fringes
to find a central place in its canon. Solis reaches well beyond the usual life-and-times biography to address larger issues
in jazz scholarship—ethnography and the role of memory in history's construction. He considers how Monk's stature has
grown, from the narrowly focused wing of the avant-garde in the 1960s and '70s to the present, where he is claimed as
an influence by musicians of all kinds. He looks at the ways musical lineages are created in the jazz world and, in the
process, addresses the question of how musicians use performance itself to maintain, interpret, and debate the history of
the musical tradition we call jazz.
The first full biography of American jazz pianist and composer Thelonious Monk, written by a brilliant historian who
enjoyed full access to the family's archives and provides the author with dozens of interviews.
"all ways know: always night, all ways know-& dig the way i say 'all ways'" -thelonious monk
A comprehensive profile of the enigmatic jazz pianist and composer offers insight into his origins, his early musical
career, and the mid-twentieth-century cultural upheavals that shaped his personal and creative life.
Unravels the myths surrounding Billie Holiday and presents her as a dedicated artist who struggled with her own
addictions and suffering to succeed as a singer.
"Read this invigorating graphic narrative, then—quickly, before the spell breaks!—play one of Monk's records." —Saul Williams She is
Kathleen Annie Pannonica de Koenigswarter, a free-spirited baroness of the Rothschild family. He is Thelonious Sphere Monk, a
musical genius fighting against the whims of his troubled mind. Their enduring friendship begins in 1954 and ends only with
Monk’s death in 1982. Set against the backdrop of New York during the heyday of jazz, Monk! explores the rare alchemy between
two brilliant beings separated by an ocean of social status, race, and culture, but united by an infinite love of music. This
breathtaking graphic novel by Youssef Daoudi beautifully captures the life of the “the high priest of bop” in spontaneous, evocative
pen and ink that seems to make visible jazz itself.
This biography of the legendary pianist/composer tells the story of the tragic life and creative genius of Monk, based on scores of
interviews with his family, friends, and compatriots.
Bass player extraordinaire Charles Mingus, who died in 1979, is one of the essential composers in the history of jazz, and Beneath
the Underdog, his celebrated, wild, funny, demonic, anguished, shocking and profoundly moving memoir, is the greatest
autobiography ever written by a jazz musician. It tells of his God-haunted childhood in Watts during the 1920s and 1930s; his
outcast adolescent years; his apprenticeship, not only with jazzmen but also with pimps, hookers, junkies, and hoodlums; and his
golden years in New York City with such legendary figures as Duke Ellington, Lionel Hampton, Miles Davis, Charlie Parker, and
Dizzy Gillespie. Here is Mingus in his own words, from shabby roadhouses to fabulous estates, from the psychiatric wards of
Bellevue to worlds of mysticism and solitude, but for all his travels never straying too far, always returning to music.
(Artist Transcriptions). Now you can play exactly what Monk played on 12 jazz classics! This folio features note-for-note
transcriptions from Monk recordings as well as a bio and discography showing which recordings were used. Pieces include: Blue
Monk * Eronel * Evidence * Hackensack * Jackie-ing * Little Rootie Tootie * Monk's Point * North of the Sunset * Pannonica *
'Round Midnight * Ruby, My Dear * Trinkle-Tinkle.
"May be the best book ever written about jazz."—David Thomson, Los Angeles Times In eight poetically charged vignettes, Geoff
Dyer skillfully evokes the music and the men who shaped modern jazz. Drawing on photos, anecdotes, and, most important, the
way he hears the music, Dyer imaginatively reconstructs scenes from the embattled lives of some of the greats: Lester Young
fading away in a hotel room; Charles Mingus storming down the streets of New York on a too-small bicycle; Thelonious Monk
creating his own private language on the piano. However, music is the driving force of But Beautiful, and wildly metaphoric prose
that mirrors the quirks, eccentricity, and brilliance of each musician's style.
Priestley offers new insight into Parker's career, beginning as a teenager single-mindedly devoted to mastering the saxophone
through his death at 34 in such wretched condition that the doctor listed his age as 53.
The first full biography of legendary jazz musician Thelonious Monk, written by a brilliant historian, with full access to the family's
archives and with dozens of interviews. Thelonious Monk is the critically acclaimed, gripping saga of an artist’s struggle to “make
it” without compromising his musical vision. It is a story that, like its subject, reflects the tidal ebbs and flows of American history in
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the twentieth century. To his fans, he was the ultimate hipster; to his detractors, he was temperamental, eccentric, taciturn, or
childlike. His angular melodies and dissonant harmonies shook the jazz world to its foundations, ushering in the birth of “bebop”
and establishing Monk as one of America’s greatest composers. Elegantly written and rich with humor and pathos, Thelonious
Monk is the definitive work on modern jazz’s most original composer.
Welcome to the Fascinating Story of How We Got The World’s Greatest Book—The Bible. It is a captivating story that includes a
little bit of everything: adventure and violence, mystery and bravery, and dumb luck or divine intervention—depending on your point
of view. How in the world did we get this book that some people swear by—and other people swear at? You don’t have to be a
skeptic to have a grocery list of questions about the formation of the Bible, such as: —Who wrote these documents and when?
—How were these ancient writings transmitted through the ages? —As scribes made copies of copies, didn’t they make mistakes
that caused the ancient writings to be changed and corrupted? —How was it decided which writings would be included in the Bible?
—What are the Dead Sea Scrolls, and why are archaeological finds like these such a big deal? Devoted people dedicated their
lives throughout time to put this unique book into the hands of people worldwide. Retrace the passion and intrigue behind the
Bible’s creation.

Born in 1917 in North Carolina, Thelonious Sphere Monk became one of the original beboppers with a unique piano
style: stop-and-go playing, leaving "holes" in the music that stood out as dominant features. The elusive Monk was as
eccentric as his music was perceived to be. Laurent de Wilde takes a look at the man and the music, with the unique
understanding of a musician.
Since ascending onto the world stage in the 1990s as one of the premier bassists and composers of his generation,
William Parker has perpetually toured around the world and released over forty albums as a leader. He is one of the most
influential jazz artists alive today. In Universal Tonality historian and critic Cisco Bradley tells the story of Parker’s life
and music. Drawing on interviews with Parker and his collaborators, Bradley traces Parker’s ancestral roots in West
Africa via the Carolinas to his childhood in the South Bronx, and illustrates his rise from the 1970s jazz lofts and extended
work with pianist Cecil Taylor to the present day. He outlines how Parker’s early influences—Ornette Coleman, John
Coltrane, Albert Ayler, and writers of the Black Arts Movement—grounded Parker’s aesthetic and musical practice in a
commitment to community and the struggle for justice and freedom. Throughout, Bradley foregrounds Parker’s
understanding of music, the role of the artist, and the relationship between art, politics, and social transformation.
Intimate and capacious, Universal Tonality is the definitive work on Parker’s life and music.
Introduces the famous saxophonist and his style of jazz known as bebop.
"When bebop was new," writes Thomas Owens, "many jazz musicians and most of the jazz audience heard it as radical,
chaotic, bewildering music." For a nation swinging to the smoothly orchestrated sounds of the big bands, this
revolutionary movement of the 1940s must have seemed destined for a short life on the musical fringe. But today, Owens
writes, bebop is nothing less than "the lingua franca of jazz, serving as the principal musical language of thousands of
jazz musicians." In Bebop, Owens conducts us on an insightful, loving tour through the music, players, and recordings
that changed American culture. Combining vivid portraits of bebop's gigantic personalities with deft musical analysis, he
ranges from the early classics of modern jazz (starting with the 1943 Onyx Club performances of Dizzy Gillespie, Max
Roach, Oscar Pettiford, Don Byas, and George Wallington) through the central role of Charlie Parker, to an instrument-byinstrument look at the key players and their innovations. Illustrating his discussion with numerous musical excerpts,
Owens skillfully demonstrates why bebop was so revolutionary, with fascinating glimpses of the tempestuous jazz world:
Thelonious Monk, for example, did "everything 'wrong' in the sense of traditional piano technique....Because his right
elbow fanned outward away from his body, he often hit the keys at an angle rather than in parallel. Sometimes he hit a
single key with more than one finger, and divided single-line melodies between two hands." In addition to his discussions
of individual instruments and players, Owens examines ensembles, with their sometimes volatile collaborations: in the
Jazz Messengers, Benny Golson told of how his own mellow saxophone playing would get lost under Art Blakey's furious
drumming: "He would do one of those famous four-bar drum rolls going into the next chorus, and I would completely
disappear. He would holler over at me, 'Get up out of that hole!'" In this marvelous account, Owens comes right to the
present day, with accounts of new musicians ranging from the Marsalis brothers to lesser-known masters like pianist
Michel Petrucciani. Bebop is a jazz-lover's dream--a serious yet highly personal look at America's most distinctive music.
The essential collection of jazz writing by the celebrated poet and author of Blues People—reissued with a new
introduction by the author. In the 1960s, LeRoi Jones—who would later be known as Amiri Baraka—was a pioneering jazz
critic, articulating in real time the incredible transformations of the form taking place in the clubs and coffee houses of
New York City. In Black Music, he sheds light on the brilliant young jazz musicians of the day: John Coltrane, Thelonious
Monk, Miles Davis, Ornette Coleman, Cecil Taylor, Archie Shepp, Sun Ra, and others. Combining firsthand immediacy
with wide-ranging erudition, Black Music articulates the complexities of modern jazz while also sharing insights on the
nature of jazz criticism, the creative process, and the development of a new way forward for black artists. This rich and
vital collection is comprised of essays, reviews, interviews, liner notes, musical analyses, and personal impressions from
1959–1967. “In Black Music, Baraka wrote with ecstasy—highly informed and intricate—about ecstatically complex
music.”—Richard Brody, The New Yorker
Matches the tone of the chromatic scale to the color wheel in presenting a portrait of the work of the African American
jazz musician and comoser of "Misterioso".
Percival Everett's Erasure is a blistering satire about race and writing Thelonious "Monk" Ellison's writing career has
bottomed out: his latest manuscript has been rejected by seventeen publishers, which stings all the more because his
previous novels have been "critically acclaimed." He seethes on the sidelines of the literary establishment as he watches
the meteoric success of We's Lives in Da Ghetto, a first novel by a woman who once visited "some relatives in Harlem for
a couple of days." Meanwhile, Monk struggles with real family tragedies—his aged mother is fast succumbing to
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Alzheimer's, and he still grapples with the reverberations of his father's suicide seven years before. In his rage and
despair, Monk dashes off a novel meant to be an indictment of Juanita Mae Jenkins's bestseller. He doesn't intend for My
Pafology to be published, let alone taken seriously, but it is—under the pseudonym Stagg R. Leigh—and soon it becomes
the Next Big Thing. How Monk deals with the personal and professional fallout galvanizes this audacious, hysterical, and
quietly devastating novel.
(Artist Transcriptions). Now the intermediate-level pianist can play and study the music of this jazz giant! This collection
includes 14 tunes Monk made great, arranged by T.S. Monk band member Ronnie Mathews. Songs include: Brilliant
Corners * Criss Cross * Hackensack * Pannonica * 'Round Midnight * Thelonious * Well You Needn't * and more. Also
includes a biography, discography, performance notes and more.
A biography of the late, great American jazz saxophonist and composer, tracing his rise to international acclaim and to
dominance of American jazz in the 1950s and early 1960s
First time in paperback and e-book! The jazz musician-composer-arranger Mary Lou Williams spent her sixty-year career
working in—and stretching beyond—a dizzying range of musical styles. Her integration of classical music into her works
helped expand jazz's compositional language. Her generosity made her a valued friend and mentor to the likes of
Thelonious Monk, Charlie Parker, and Dizzy Gillespie. Her late-in-life flowering of faith saw her embrace a spiritual jazz
oriented toward advancing the civil rights struggle and helping wounded souls. Tammy L. Kernodle details Williams's life
in music against the backdrop of controversies over women's place in jazz and bitter arguments over the music's
evolution. Williams repeatedly asserted her artistic and personal independence to carve out a place despite widespread
bafflement that a woman exhibited such genius. Embracing Williams's contradictions and complexities, Kernodle also
explores a personal life troubled by lukewarm professional acceptance, loneliness, relentless poverty, bad business
deals, and difficult marriages. In-depth and epic in scope, Soul on Soul restores a pioneering African American woman to
her rightful place in jazz history.
In 1957, Eugene Smith, a thirty-eight-year-old magazine photographer, walked out of his comfortable settled world—his
longtime well-paying job at Life and the home he shared with his wife and four children in Croton-on-Hudson, New
York—to move into a dilapidated, five-story loft building at 821 Sixth Avenue (between Twenty-eighth and Twenty-ninth
streets) in New York City’s wholesale flower district. Smith was trying to complete the most ambitious project of his life, a
massive photo-essay on the city of Pittsburgh. 821 Sixth Avenue was a late-night haunt of musicians, including some of
the biggest names in jazz—Charles Mingus, Zoot Sims, Bill Evans, and Thelonious Monk among them—and countless
fascinating, underground characters. As his ambitions broke down for his quixotic Pittsburgh opus, Smith found solace in
the chaotic, somnambulistic world of the loft and its artists. He turned his documentary impulses away from Pittsburgh
and toward his offbeat new surroundings. From 1957 to 1965, Smith exposed 1,447 rolls of film at his loft, making roughly
40,000 pictures, the largest body of work in his career, photographing the nocturnal jazz scene as well as life on the
streets of the flower district, as seen from his fourth-floor window. He wired the building like a surreptitious recording
studio and made 1,740 reels (4,000 hours) of stereo and mono audiotapes, capturing more than 300 musicians, among
them Roy Haynes, Sonny Rollins, Bill Evans, Roland Kirk, Alice Coltrane, Don Cherry, and Paul Bley. He recorded, as
well, legends such as pianists Eddie Costa, and Sonny Clark, drummers Ronnie Free and Edgar Bateman, saxophonist
Lin Halliday, bassist Henry Grimes, and multi-instrumentalist Eddie Listengart. Also dropping in on the nighttime scene
were the likes of Doris Duke, Norman Mailer, Diane Arbus, Robert Frank, Henri Cartier-Bresson, and Salvador Dalí, as
well as pimps, prostitutes, drug addicts, thieves, photography students, local cops, building inspectors, marijuana
dealers, and others. Sam Stephenson discovered Smith’s jazz loft photographs and tapes eleven years ago and has
spent the last seven years cataloging, archiving, selecting, and editing Smith’s materials for this book, as well as writing
its introduction and the text interwoven throughout. W. Eugene Smith’s Jazz Loft Project has been legendary in the
worlds of art, photography, and music for more than forty years, but until the publication of The Jazz Loft Project, no one
had seen Smith’s extraordinary photographs or read any of the firsthand accounts of those who were there and lived to
tell the tale(s) . . .
NOMINATED FOR THE JAZZ JOURNALISTS ASSOCIATION BOOK OF THE YEAR 2021 WINNER OF THE PRESTO
JAZZ BOOK OF THE YEAR 2020 An articulate, scrupulously researched account based on first-hand information, this
book presents Brubeck's contribution to music with the critical insight that it deserves - ***** BBC Music Magazine This is
the writing about jazz that we've been waiting for - Mike Westbrook The sheer descriptive verve, page after page, made
me want to listen to every single musical example cited. A major achievement - Stephen Hough 'Definitive . . .
remarkable. Clark writes intelligently and joyously.' - Mojo In 2003, music journalist Philip Clark was granted unparalleled
access to jazz legend Dave Brubeck. Over the course of ten days, he shadowed the Dave Brubeck Quartet during their
extended British tour, recording an epic interview with the bandleader. Brubeck opened up as never before, disclosing his
unique approach to jazz; the heady days of his 'classic' quartet in the 1950s-60s; hanging out with Duke Ellington, Charlie
Parker, Louis Armstrong, and Miles Davis; and the many controversies that had dogged his 66-year-long career.
Alongside beloved figures like Ella Fitzgerald and Frank Sinatra, Brubeck's music has achieved name recognition beyond
jazz. But finding a convincing fit for Brubeck's legacy, one that reconciles his mass popularity with his advanced musical
technique, has proved largely elusive. In Dave Brubeck: A Life in Time, Clark provides us with a thoughtful, thorough, and
long-overdue biography of an extraordinary man whose influence continues to inform and inspire musicians today.
Structured around Clark's extended interview and intensive new research, this book tells one of the last untold stories of
jazz, unearthing the secret history of 'Take Five' and many hitherto unknown aspects of Brubeck's early career - and
about his creative relationship with his star saxophonist Paul Desmond. Woven throughout are cameo appearances from
a host of unlikely figures from Sting, Ray Manzarek of The Doors, and Keith Emerson, to John Cage, Leonard Bernstein,
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Harry Partch, and Edgard Varèse. Each chapter explores a different theme or aspect of Brubeck's life and music,
illuminating the core of his artistry and genius.
(Personality). Explore the songs of one of the greatest jazz composers with this collection of 11 solo guitar arrangements
in standard notation and tab. Songs: Bemsha Swing * Blue Monk * Little Rootie Tootie * Monk's Dream * Nutty * Played
Twice * Reflections * Round Midnight * Ruby, My Dear * Ugly Beauty * We See. Includes in-depth performance notes, an
introduction, and a discography.
With his trademark goatee, dark glasses, and hat, Thelonious Monk is an image of coolness. Jazz fans revere Monk for
his groundbreaking compositions and piano playing from the 1950s and 1960s, but to a wider audience he stands for
something much bigger: the idea of native genius; a quirky, absent-minded, unalloyed originality that is the perfect
symbol of the undefinable essence of jazz. The man behind the mystique is now more interesting and edifying, thanks to
extraordinary, unprecedented access to Monk's closest friends and family, his private papers, and hours of audiotapes of
Monk himself. Monk’s musical and cultural education blended together the key strands of African-American music
traditions: from church hymns, to ecstatic stomping and call-and-response, to the blues. When he put it together with the
Kansas City and New York dancehall music of swing, he reached a cultural apex unlike anyone before or after him. A
husband and father, Monk moved in with an aristocratic Dutch hipster known as ‘the Jazz Baroness,’ a key, strange
patron of modern jazz. He continued to compose subtle, deceptively simple-sounding classics, while descending into
depression and erratic behaviour. A once-energetic, joking, handsome young man grew into a tortured artist, and the
Monk mystique took hold. Now Kelly reveals that this talented musician was in fact a much more complex and interesting
figure than his image would suggest. A fascinating biography, not just for Monk and jazz fans, but for those interested in
the fragile spirit of human nature.Robin DG Kelley is a professor of history, American studies and ethnicity. He has spent
most of his career exploring African American culture, on which he’s written several books, including on jazz and hophop.
Of all the major jazz artists, Thelonious Monk was one of the most original musical thinkers--nonconformist, idiosyncratic,
imaginative, eccentric--in a word, unique. In The Thelonious Monk Reader, Rob van der Bliek has brought together some
of the most revealing pieces ever written on Monk, providing a full portrait of the musician and his impact on the jazz
world. Here is a wealth of information that was previously scattered and difficult to locate, including a wide range of
articles, profiles, reviews, interviews, liner notes, and music analyses. Ranging in date from 1947 to 1999, these 39
pieces feature the work of some of our best jazz critics, including Leonard Feather, Ira Gitler, Nat Hentoff, Andre Hodeir,
Gunther Schuller, Martin Williams, and many others. The book spans Monk's childhood and early recordings with Blue
Note and Prestige, his Riverside period and the critical recognition that followed the release of Brilliant Corners, and his
fame and fortune during his Columbia years. Readers will find colorful descriptions of Monk's eccentric lifestyle as well as
thoughtful commentary on his unorthodox piano technique, which was marked by off-center accents and idiosyncratic
voicings, broken rhythms, alternately dense and stripped down chords, and creative use of silence. Rob van der Bliek
also provides a general introduction and brief introductions to each piece as well as critical annotations that place the
work in context. Controversial, often contradictory, and always engaging, these readings offer a complete view of the
man, his music, and his time. The only such book on Monk's life and work, this volume will be "must reading" for jazz fans
and scholars, musicians, music lovers, and readers with an interest in African-American culture.
On the heels of Kendrick Lamar’s Pulitzer Prize, as the world begins to recognize the creative side of Hip-Hop, comes a
writing guide from a musician and "The greatest MC of all time," Rakim. The musician and Hip Hop legend—hailed as “the
greatest MC of all time” and compared to Thelonious Monk—reimagines the writing handbook in this memoir and guide
that incorporates the soulful genius, confidence, and creativity of a master artist. When he exploded on the music scene,
musical genius Rakim was hailed for his brilliant artistic style, adding layers, complexity, depth, musicality, and soul to
rap. More than anyone, Rakim has changed the way MCs rhyme. Calm on the mic, his words combine in a frenzy of
sound, using complicated patterns based on multisyllabic rhymes and internal rhythms. Rakim can tell a story about a
down-on-his-luck man looking for a job and turn it into an epic tale and an unforgettable rhyme. He is not just a great
songwriter—he’s a great modern writer. Part memoir, part writing guide, Sweat the Technique offers insight into how
Rakim thinks about words, music, writing, and rhyming as it teaches writers of all levels how to hone their craft. It is also
a rare glimpse into Rakim’s private life, full of entertaining personal stories from his youth on Long Island growing up in a
home and community filled with musiciansto the clubs of New York and the studios of Los Angeles during his rise to the
top of popular music. Rakim celebrates the influences that shaped his development, including the jazz music of John
Coltrane and the spirituality of the streets, and shares anecdotes spotlighting personalities such as L. L. Cool J. and Dr.
Dre, among others. Filled with valuable lessons for every writer, Sweat the Technique reveals the heart and mind of an
artist and his love for great storytelling, and always, the words.
(Artist Books). The music of Thelonious Monk is among the most requested of any jazz composer, but accurate lead
sheets and sources have never been widely available until now. This folio has 70 of the master composer/pianist's most
familiar pieces, as well as a number of obscure and unrecorded tunes, in easy-to-read versions. Includes counterlines
and ensemble parts for many pieces, as well as bass-lines and piano voicings where applicable. Also includes a
biography, a glossary, and a definitive discography of the compositions in the book. Titles include: Ask Me Now *
Bemsha Swing * Blue Monk * Blue Sphere * Boo Boo's Birthday * Bright Mississippi * Brilliant Corners * Bye-Ya *
Crepuscule With Nellie * Criss Cross * 52nd Street Theme * Functional * Gallop's Gallop * Hackensack * I Mean You * In
Walked Bud * Jackie-ing * Let's Cool One * Little Rootie Tootie * Misterioso * Monk's Mood * Nutty * Off Minor *
Pannonica * Played Twice * Rhythm-a-ning * 'Round Midnight * Ruby, My Dear * Straight No Chaser * Thelonious * Well
You Needn't * and 39 more.
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-- First comprehensive study of Monk, one of the 20th century's most original and influential creative artists, available in
the States. -- Thoroughly revised and beautifully redesigned for American readers, including fifty studio, performance and
personal photographs. -- Lively and authoritative biographical section reveals the public as well as the private life of this
pivotal figure. -- Analysis of Monk both as a pianist and composer, by an established jazz critic and musician. -- Up-todate narrative discography gives detailed descriptions of all Monk recordings currently available on record and CD. Gives
readers the story behind the music. -- Fifty carefully selected photographs documenting the modern jazz movement. -Complete and current catalog of Monk material, including video as well as CDs and rare recordings. -- Glossary of key
jazz terminology.
The first biography of the legendary Rothschild heiress who reigned as New York’s “Jazz Baroness.” It’s a misty night
in 1950s New York. A silver Rolls-Royce screeches to a stop at the neon-lit doorway of a 52nd Street jazz club. Behind
the wheel is a glamorous brunette, a chinchilla stole draped over her shoulder and a long cigarette holder clinched in her
teeth. After taking a pull from a small silver flask, she glides past the bouncer into the murky depths of the Three Deuces.
The Jazz Baroness has arrived. Raised in fairy-tale splendor, Kathleen Annie Pannonica Rothschild de Koenigswarter
(known as “Nica”) piloted her own plane across the English Channel, married a French baron, fought in the French
Resistance, and had five children. Then she heard a recording of Thelonious Monk’s “Round Midnight.” Inspired by the
liberating spirit of jazz, Nica left her family, moved to Manhattan, and began haunting the city’s nightclubs. The tabloids
first splashed her name across the headlines after Charlie Parker died in her hotel suite—a scandal that cast a dark
shadow over the rest of her life. She retreated from the public eye, but through her ongoing ministrations to Monk and
dozens of other musicians she became a legend. Nearly a score of jazz compositions have been written in her honor,
including two of the most beloved classics of the genre: Horace Silver’s “Nica’s Dream” and Monk’s “Pannonica.”
Nica’s Dream traces the story of a fascinating woman across her thirty-year reign as the Jazz Baroness, but it also
explores a transformative era in twentieth-century American culture. Based on interviews with musicians, family
members, historians, and artists, David Kastin’s probing biography unwraps the life of this enigmatic figure and evokes
the vibrancy of New York during the birth of bebop, the first stirrings of the Beat Generation, and the advent of abstract
expressionism.
Kelley unearths freedom dreams in this exciting history of renegade intellectuals and artists of the African diaspora in the
twentieth century. Focusing on the visions of activists from C. L. R. James to Aime Cesaire and Malcolm X, Kelley writes
of the hope that Communism offered, the mindscapes of Surrealism, the transformative potential of radical feminism, and
of the four-hundred-year-old dream of reparations for slavery and Jim Crow. From'the preeminent historian of black
popular culture' (Cornel West), an inspiring work on the power of imagination to transform society.
World-recognized discographer Chris Sheridan draws together the most comprehensive look at Thelonious Monk's
performances and recordings. Woven through the listings of Monk's work is the story of his rise to acceptance as one of
the key pianists and composers of jazz and his decline in health and popularity.
Beautiful, romantic and spirited, Pannonica, known as Nica, named after her father’s favorite moth, was born in 1913 to
extraordinary, eccentric privilege and a storied history. The Rothschild family had, in only five generations, risen from the
ghetto in Frankfurt to stately homes in England. As a child, Nica took her daily walks, dressed in white, with her two
sisters and governess around the parkland of the vast house at Tring, Hertfordshire, among kangaroos, giant tortoises,
emus and zebras, all part of the exotic menagerie collected by her uncle Walter. As a debutante, she was taught to fly by
a saxophonist and introduced to jazz by her brother Victor; she married Baron Jules de Koenigswarter, settled in a
château in France and had five children. When World War II broke out, Nica and her five children narrowly escaped back
to England, but soon after, she set out to find her husband who was fighting with the Free French Army in Africa, where
she helped the war effort by being a decoder, a driver and organizing supplies and equipment. In the early 1950s Nica
heard “’Round Midnight” by the jazz pianist and composer Thelonious Monk and, as if under a powerful spell,
abandoned her marriage and moved to New York to find him. She devoted herself to helping Monk and other musicians:
she bailed them out of jail, paid their bills, took them to the hospital, even drove them to their gigs, and her convertible
Bentley could always be seen parked outside downtown clubs or up in Harlem. Charlie Parker would notoriously die in
her apartment in the Stanhope Hotel. But it was Monk who was the love of her life and whom she cared for until his death
in 1982. Hannah Rothschild has drawn on archival material and her own interviews in this quest to find out who her greataunt really was and how she fit into a family that, although passionate about music and entomology, was reactionary in
always favoring men over women. Part musical odyssey, part love story, The Baroness is a fascinating portrait of a
modern figure ahead of her time who dared to live as she wanted, finally, at the very center of New York’s jazz scene.
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