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Towards A Sociology Of The Novel
The nature of health in later life has conventionally been studied from two
perspectives. Medical sociologists have focused on the failing body, chronic
illness, infirmity and mortality, while social gerontologists on the other hand have
focused on the epidemiology of old age and health and social policy. By
examining these perspectives, Higgs and Jones show how both standpoints have
a restricted sense of contemporary ageing which has prevented an
understanding of the way in which health in later life has changed. In the book,
the authors point out that the current debates on longevity and disability are
being transformed by the emergence of a fitter and healthier older population.
This third age - where fitness and participation are valorised – leads to the
increasing salience of issues such as bodily control, age-denial and anti-ageing
medicine. By discussing the key issue of old age versus ageing, the authors
examine the prospect of a new sociology – a sociology of health in later life.
Medical Sociology and Old Age is essential reading for all students and
researchers of medical sociology and gerontology and for anyone concerned with
the challenge of ageing populations in the twenty-first century. This book is
essential reading for all students and researchers of medical sociology and
gerontology.
First published in 1998. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
Defining lies as statements that are intended to deceive, this book considers the
contexts in which people tell lies, how they are detected and sometimes exposed,
and the consequences for the liars themselves, their dupes, and the wider
society. The author provides examples from a number of cultures with distinctive
religious and ethical traditions, and delineates domains where lying is the norm,
domains that are ambiguous and the one domain (science) that requires
truthtelling. He refers to experimental studies on children that show how, at an
early age, they acquire the capactiy to lie and learn when it is appropriate to do
so. He reviews how lying has been evaluated by moralists, examines why we do
not regard novels as lies and relates the human capacity to lie to deceit among
other animal species. He concludes that although there are, in all societies, good
pragmatic reasons for not lying all the time, there are also strong reasons for
lying some of the time.
Cutting across multiple disciplines, this book maps out a new role for the public
sociologist in the post-COVID world. It envisions a new kind of public sociology
that brings together “the digital” and the “physical” to create public spaces
where critical scholarship and active civic engagement can meet in a mutually
reinforcing way.
As modern society’s routine sequestration of death and grief is increasingly
replaced by late-modern society’s growing concern with existential issues and
emotionality, this book explores grief as a social emotion, bringing together
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contributions from scholars across the social sciences and humanities to
examine its social and cultural aspects. Thematically organised in order to
consider the historical changes in our understanding of grief, literary treatments
of grief, contemporary forms of grief and grief as a perspective from which to
engage in critique of society, it provides insights into the sociality of grief and will
appeal to scholars of sociology, social theory and cultural studies with interests in
the emotions and social pathologies.
Throughout history mankind has struggled to reconcile itself with the
inescapability of its own mortality. This book explores the themes of immortality
and survivalism in contemporary culture, shedding light on the varied and
ingenious ways in which humans and human societies aspire to confront and
deal with death, or even seek to outlive it, as it were. Bringing together theoretical
and empirical work from internationally acclaimed scholars across a range of
disciplines, Postmortal Society offers studies of the strategies adopted and
means available in modern society for trying to ‘cheat’ death or prolong life, the
status of the dead in the modern Western world, the effects of beliefs that
address the terror of death in other areas of life, the ‘immortalisation’ of
celebrities, the veneration of the dead in virtual worlds, symbolic immortality
through work, the implications of understanding ‘immortality’ in chemicalneuronal terms, and the apparent paradox of our greater reverence for the dead
in increasingly secular, capitalist societies. A fascinating collection of studies that
explore humanity’s attempts to deal with its own mortality in the modern age, this
book will appeal to sociologists, anthropologists, philosophers and scholars of
cultural studies with interests in death and dying.
Berry Mayall argues in this work that, since childhood is a permanent component of society, in
order to understand how society works, we must take account of children as well as adults,
otherwise our explanation omits an important social group. Children's lives are shaped by
policies and practices, but they are also agents, who make a life for themselves through their
relationships with adults and other children. This book argues that feminist theory and practice
is useful for understanding childhood; we should start from the children's own accounts to
show how the organization of social relations provides an explanation for their social position.
For the better part of its history, sociology shared with commonsense its assumption of the
'nature-like' character of society - and consequently developed as the science of unfreedom.
This work describes how the various trends in sociology emerging from phenomenology and
existentialism do not challenge this preoccupation.
By including material from literary, philosophical, and anthropological sources, and by selecting
readings which consider educational practice both within and beyond formal educational
contexts, this book broadens the character of sociological inquiry in education. The editors
bring together material they have found valuable when working with students of education and
sociology at all levels. Many of these articles and extracts are either inaccessible or have not
been reprinted. The collection should stimulate inquiry about the assumptions underlying
current debates on curriculum, streaming, school organization, methods of teachin, and
preconceived notions of ability.
Toward a Sociology of the TraceU of Minnesota Press
This much-needed book provides a systematic introduction, both conceptual and applied, to
the sociology of the professions. Keith Macdonald guides the reader through the chief
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sociological approaches to the professions, addressing their strengths and weaknesses. The
discussion is richly illustrated by examples from and comparisons between the professions in
Britain, the United States and Europe, relating their development to their cultural context. The
social exclusivity that professions aim for is discussed in relation to social stratification,
patriarchy and knowledge, and is thoroughly illustrated by reference to examples from
medicine and other established professions, such as law and architecture. The themes of the
book are drawn together in a final chapter by means of a case study of accountancy.
This collection brings together many of the world’s leading sociologists of education to explore
and address key issues and concerns within the discipline. The thirty-seven newly
commissioned chapters draw upon theory and research to provide new accounts of
contemporary educational processes, global trends, and changing and enduring forms of social
conflict and social inequality. The research, conducted by leading international scholars in the
field, indicates that two complexly interrelated agendas are discernible in the heat and noise of
educational change over the past twenty-five years. The first rests on a clear articulation by the
state of its requirements of education. The second promotes at least the appearance of greater
autonomy on the part of educational institutions in the delivery of those requirements. The
Routledge International Handbook of the Sociology of Education examines the ways in which
the sociology of education has responded to these two political agendas, addressing a range
of issues which cover three key areas: perspectives and theories social processes and
practices inequalities and resistances. The book strongly communicates the vibrancy and
diversity of the sociology of education and the nature of ‘sociological work’ in this field. It will
be a primary resource for teachers, as well as a title of major interest to practising sociologists
of education.

Current Legal Issues, like its sister volume Current Legal Problems (now
available in journal format), is based upon an annual colloquium held at Univesity
College London. Each year leading scholars from around the world gather to
discuss the relationship between law and another discipline of thought. Each
colloquium examines how the external discipline is conceived in legal thought
and argument, how the law is pictured in that discipline, and analyses points of
controversy in the use, and abuse, of extra-legal arguments within legal theory
and practice. Law and Childhood Studies, the fourteenth volume in the Current
Legal Issues series, offers an insight into the state of law and childhood studies
scholarship today. Focussing on the inter-connections between the two
disciplines, it addresses the key issues informing current debates.
The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of Body and Embodiment introduces the
sociological research methods and subjects that are key to the growing field of
body and embodiment studies. With an emphasis on empirical evidence and
diverse lived experiences, this handbook demonstrates how studying the bodily
offers unique insights into a range of social norms, institutions, and practices.
The question as to whether we are now entering a risk society has become a key
debate in contemporary social theory. Risk and Technological Culture presents a
critical discussion of the main theories of risk from Ulrich Becks foundational work
to that of his contemporaries such as Anthony Giddens and Scott Lash and
assesses the extent to which risk has impacted on modern societies. In this
discussion van Loon demonstrates how new technologies are transforming the
character of risk and examines the relationship between technological culture
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and society through substantive chapters on topics such as waste, emerging
viruses, communication technologies and urban disorders. In so doing this
innovative new book extends the debate to encompass theorists such as Bruno
Latour, Donna Haraway, Gilles Deleuze, Felix Guattari and Jean-François
Lyotard.
This book argues that the foundations of sociology - key concepts which are
necessary to all sociology, from whatever perspective - have become taken-forgranted and require re-assessment. Focusing on society, culture, the individual,
and collectivity, the author builds a powerful case for an overhaul of these basic
concepts, offering a unified model of the subject matter of sociology as 'the
human world' - understood as individual, interactional and institutional orders which is part of the 'natural world'. Written in a straightforward and accessible
style, this is a powerful restatement of the value of sociological sense as a
necessary critique of common sense, and its relevance to an audience far
beyond academia.
Towards a Sociology of Nursing offers fresh insights from recent research into
the nursing profession. Nurses represent an important part of the professionally
trained female workforce and, being a middle-class profession, changes in
nursing reflect changes of many working women worldwide. Scholarship
addressing these changes, however, often consists of narratives of nurses talking
about themselves, which can be enriched by a sociological background that
foregrounds hypotheses.? In this book, Ricardo A. Ayala problematises the
realities which inform, affect and shape nursing, offering new perspectives on the
consequences of those social realities for the nursing profession and society
more broadly. He draws on extensive field research with nurses in the workplace,
spending time with them, interviewing key actors and reading and analysing
documents critically through a distinctive sociological lens.
Towards Relational Sociology argues that social worlds comprise networks of
interaction and relations. Crossley asserts that relations are lived trajectories of
iterated interaction, built up through a history of interaction, but also entailing
anticipation of future interaction. In addition, he demonstrates how networks
comprise multiple dyadic relations which are mutually transformed through their
combination. On this conceptual basis he builds a relational foundation for
sociology. Over the course of the book, three central sociological dichotomies are
addressed - individualism/holism, structure/agency and micro/macro – and
utilised as a foil against which to construct the case for relational sociology.
Through this, Crossley is able to argue that neither individuals nor ‘wholes’ - in
the traditional sociological sense - should take precedence in sociology. Rather
sociologists should focus upon evolving and dynamic networks of interaction and
relations. The book covers many of the key concepts and concerns of
contemporary sociology, including identity, power, exchange and meaning. As
such it is an invaluable reference tool for postgraduate students and researchers
alike.
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Human rights have become a defining feature of contemporary society, permeating public
discourse on politics, law and culture. But why did human rights emerge as a key social force
in our time and what is the relationship between rights and the structures of both national and
international society? By highlighting the institutional and socio-cultural context of human
rights, this timely and thought-provoking collection provides illuminating insights into the
emergence and contemporary societal significance of human rights. Drawn from both sides of
the Atlantic and adhering to refreshingly different theoretical orientations, the contributors to
this volume show how sociology can develop our understanding of human rights and how the
emergence of human rights relates to classical sociological questions such as social change,
modernisation or state formation. Making Human Rights Intelligible provides an important
sociological account of the development of international human rights. It will be of interest to
human rights scholars and sociologists of law and anyone wishing to deepen their
understanding of one of the most significant issues of our time.
The first work to introduce Foucault's ideas on law to both graduates and undergraduates.
The papers in this second volume show some of the results of the empirical exploration of
Bernstein's hypothesis. The volume represents a significant contribution not only to the study
of the sociology of language, but also to education and the social sciences. "This collection
demonstrates the magnitude of Bernstein's pioneering contribution to socio-linguistic studies" S. John Eggleston, Times Educational Supplement
This book seeks to understand the coast as a place that has deep significance both historically
and sociologically. Using several case studies in Australia, the author uses Max Weber’s
approach to rationalisation to understand the different ways coasts have been interpreted
throughout modern history. While today, coastal places are known for their aspects of lifestyle
or adventure, their histories, underpinned by colonialism and industrialization, are vastly
different. The author examines the delicate dichotomy between the alternative experiences the
coast provides today, versus the ideals and values imposed upon it in times gone by. The
author makes an ethical argument about the ways in which we use and experience the coast
today will adversely affect the lives of future generations in an attempt to generate further
discussion amongst students and scholars of the sociology of place, as well as coastal
managers and stakeholders.
Questions national identity by investigating the creation of memory and meaning.
Space weaponry, satellite surveillance and communications, and private space travel are all
means in which outer space is being humanized: incorporated into society’s projects. But what
are the political implications of society not only being globalized, but becoming ‘cosmic’? Our
ideas about society have long affected, and been affected by, our understanding of the
universe: large sections of our economy and society are now organized around humanity’s
use of outer space. Our view of the universe, our increasingly ‘cosmic’ society, and even
human consciousness are being transformed by new relations with the cosmos. As the first
sociological book to tackle humanity’s relationship with the universe, this fascinating volume
links social theory to classical and contemporary science, and proposes a new ‘cosmic’ social
theory. Written in a punchy, student-friendly style, this timely book engages with a range of
topical issues, including cyberspace, terrorism, tourism, surveillance and globalization.

Critical Rationalism and Globalization addresses how the access to critical
reason enables people to shape a new social order on a global scale. This book
demonstrates how the philosophy of critical rationalism contributes to the
sociology of Globalization, through uncovering the role of critical reason in
arriving at an agreement on common values and institutions on a global scale. It
discusses how value consensus on the institutions of sovereignty and inter–state
law has prepared the ground for the rise of a global system of national societies
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after the end of World War II. Masoud Alamuti argues that uneven openness of
national economies to global trade and investment should be comprehended in
the framework of the post–war legal and political context. Using the concept of
rationality as openness to criticism, the book proposes a normative theory of
open global society in order to show that the existing value consensus on the cult
of sovereignty suffers from the recognition of the possibility of rational dialogue
among competing ways of the good life. Masoud Alamuti argues that once the
people of the world, across national communities, open their fundamental ways
of the good life to mutual criticism, they can create common global values
necessary for the rise of a just social order on a global scale. This book will be of
interest to students and scholars of Globalization Studies, Global Sociology and
International Relations.
We live in ‘knowledge societies’ and work in ‘knowledge economies’, but
accounts of social change treat knowledge as homogeneous and neutral. While
knowledge should be central to educational research, it focuses on processes of
knowing and condemns studies of knowledge as essentialist. This book unfolds a
sophisticated theoretical framework for analysing knowledge practices:
Legitimation Code Theory or ‘LCT’. By extending and integrating the influential
approaches of Pierre Bourdieu and Basil Bernstein, LCT offers a practical means
for overcoming knowledge-blindness without succumbing to essentialism or
relativism. Through detailed studies of pressing issues in education, the book
sets out the multi-dimensional conceptual toolkit of LCT and shows how it can be
used in research. Chapters introduce concepts by exploring topics across the
disciplinary and institutional maps of education: -how to enable cumulative
learning at school and university -the unfounded popularity of ‘student-centred
learning’ and constructivism -the rise and demise of British cultural studies in
higher education -the positive role of canons -proclaimed ‘revolutions’ in social
science -the ‘two cultures’ debate between science and humanities -how to
build cumulative knowledge in research -the unpopularity of school Music -how
current debates in economics and physics are creating major schisms in those
fields. LCT is a rapidly growing approach to the study of education, knowledge
and practice, and this landmark book is the first to systematically set out key
aspects of this theory. It offers an explanatory framework for empirical research,
applicable to a wide range of practices and social fields, and will be essential
reading for all serious students and scholars of education and sociology.
Foreword 1 Towards a Sociology of Culture 2 Institutions 3 Formations 4 Means
of Production 5 Identifications 6 Forms 7 Reproduction 8 Organization
Bibliography Index.
-Basil Bernstein was both the most interesting and important British sociologist of
recent times, internationally better known for longer than any other ...]. His ideas
offer the most developed grammar for understanding the shape and character of
our current educational practice. At its various points, his emerging corpus has
offered a combination of connectedness and openness. He was a constant
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reviser of his ideas, arguing always that this was necessitated by the relationship
between the empirical and the theoretical. &ltBR> This volume is replete with
cameos of various aspects of his corpus that the individual researchers
represented have regarded as particularly important both for themselves and
their analyses. They celebrate a joint dedication to 'developing a more systematic
and general language of description'. ...]. This book also contains a paper by
Bernstein and a video conference.- (Brian Davies, From the Introduction)"
Vision and Society is an attempt to show that it is possible to go beyond a
sociology of art to the more ambitious possibility of a sociology from art. This
book develops a theory of the relationship of the visual and the social and
illustrates these with comparative examples from around the world.
This title was first published in 2001. A comparative sociological examination of
artisans, exploring historical examples and theoretical references to the stratum.
The book also investigates empirical case studies and analyzes the variegated
careers of contemporary artisans.
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