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Towards Relational Sociology
This book introduces relational thinking to political analysis. Instead of merely providing
an overview of possible trajectories for articulating a relational political analysis, Peeter
Selg and Andreas Ventsel put forth a concrete relational theory of the political, which
has implications for research methodology, culminating in a concrete method they call
political form analysis. In addition, they sketch out several applications of this theory,
methodology and method. They call their approach “political semiotics” and argue that
it is a fruitful way of conducting research on power, governance and democracy – the
core dimensions of the political – in a manner that is envisioned in numerous
discussions of the “relational turn” in the social sciences. It is the first monograph that
attempts to outline an approach to the political that would be relational throughout, from
its meta theoretical and theoretical premises through to its methodological implications,
methods and empirical applications.
"Social networks fundamentally shape our lives. Networks channel the ways that
information, emotions, and diseases flow through populations. Networks reflect
differences in power and status in settings ranging from small peer groups to
international relations across the globe. Network tools even provide insights into the
ways that concepts, ideas and other socially generated contents shape culture and
meaning. As such, the rich and diverse field of social network analysis has emerged as
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a central tool across the social sciences. This Handbook provides an overview of the
theory, methods, and substantive contributions of this field. The thirty-three chapters
move through the basics of social network analysis aimed at those seeking an
introduction to advanced and novel approaches to modeling social networks
statistically. The Handbook includes chapters on data collection and visualization,
theoretical innovations, links between networks and computational social science, and
how social network analysis has contributed substantively across numerous fields. As
networks are everywhere in social life, the field is inherently interdisciplinary and this
Handbook includes contributions from leading scholars in sociology, archaeology,
economics, statistics, and information science among others"-Contemporary Theorists for Medical Sociology explores the work of key social theorists
and the application of their ideas to issues around health and illness. Encouraging
students and researchers to use mainstream sociological thought to inform and deepen
their knowledge and understanding of the many arenas of health and healthcare, this
text discusses and critically reviews the work of several influential contemporary
thinkers, including – Foucault, Bauman, Habermas, Luhmann, Bourdieu, MerleauPonty, Wallerstein, Archer, Deleuze, Guattari, and Castells. Each chapter includes a
critical introduction to the central theses of a major social theorist, ways in which their
ideas might inform medical sociology and some worked examples of how their ideas
can be applied. Containing contributions from established scholars, rising stars and
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innovative practitioners, this book is a valuable read for those studying and researching
the sociology of health and illness.
The new, updated edition of the authoritative and comprehensive survey of modern
sociology The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Sociology, Second Edition is an
authoritative survey of the major topics, current and emerging trends, and
contemporary issues in the study of human social relationships and institutions. A
collection of contributions from globally-recognized scholars and experts explore the
theoretical and methodological foundations of sociology, new and established debates,
and the most current research in the field. Broad in scope, this book covers a multitude
of topics ranging from crime, urbanization, sexuality, and education to new questions
surrounding big data, authoritarian capitalism, and the rise of nationalism. Since the first
edition of the Companion was published, new developments have emerged and new
problems have been created such as the omnipresence of social media, political and
institutional upheaval, and the global refugee and immigration crises. This revised and
updated second edition describes and explains social changes that have occurred in
the past several years, both within the field of sociology and society as a whole.
Previous material has been updated to reflect current research, while eleven new
chapters address topics including feminist theory, debt and social change, and armed
conflict and war. This comprehensive volume: Offers an engaging and accessible guide
to the field of sociology, revised and updated for the second edition Presents widePage 3/25
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ranging, comprehensive coverage of the discipline Explores issues of contemporary
relevance such as digital media and consumption Reflects state-of-the-art scholarship
and contemporary debates New chapters for the second edition cover essential topics
including feminist theory, armed conflict, big data, authoritarian capitalism, debt and
social change, and the rise of nationalism The Wiley Blackwell Companion to
Sociology, Second Edition is an invaluable resource for academics and graduate
students, researchers, scholars, and educators in the discipline of sociology and allied
fields such as anthropology, human geography, political science, and psychology.
Proceeding from the bold and provocative claim that there never has been a
comprehensive and systematic theory of race, Mustafa Emirbayer and Matthew
Desmond set out to reformulate how we think about this most difficult of topics in
American life. In The Racial Order, they draw on Bourdieu, Durkheim, and Dewey to
present a new theoretical framework for race scholarship. Animated by a deep and
reflexive intelligence, the book engages the large and important issues of social theory
today and, along the way, offers piercing insights into how race actually works in
America. Emirbayer and Desmond set out to examine how the racial order is structured,
how it is reproduced and sometimes transformed, and how it penetrates into the
innermost reaches of our racialized selves. They also consider how—and toward what
end—the racial order might be reconstructed. In the end, this project is not merely about
race; it is a theoretical reconsideration of the fundamental problems of order, agency,
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power, and social justice. The Racial Order is a challenging work of social theory,
institutional and cultural analysis, and normative inquiry.
The concept of networks and the techniques of social network analysis have each
assumed increasing importance in social science in recent years, not least in relation to
the analysis of collective action and particularly social movements. This timely
collection offers a fascinating glimpse into the state of the art. Each chapter uses
network analysis to tackle a different question regarding the nature and dynamics of
social movement activity, and each reflects upon the advantages and limitations of the
method for its purposes. The case studies focused upon are drawn from a variety of
national contexts, both contemporary and historical, and both the methods used and
the uses to which they are put are no less diverse. A must have book for anybody
interested in social movement networks and contemporary ways of analysing them.
This book was published as a special issue of Social Movement Studies.
An original and compelling account of the social nature of music and its interplay with
the wider society to which it belongs. Crossley explores the doing and meanings of
music, as well as its interface with economic, political and wider social structures.

The idea of Self and the authenticity of particular identities have been rapidly
dissolving in the acids of post-modern globalising capitalism. The hegemony of
patterns of work, wage-labor and the operation of labour markets in the American
West (and European North) has ridden rough-shod over distinctive ways of
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enabling communities to flourish in many parts of the Southern and Eastern
worlds (Global South). But, this is not inevitable. Indeed, as this book indicates,
there are many practical examples across the globe – that connect with some of
the most significant theoretical challenges to the operation of dehumanising work
– which reveal that a profound reversal is taking place. As such, the core theme
of this book is to show that a movement is occurring whereby self-employment
can be transformed into communal work that employs the Self in ways that
release the authentic vocations of people, individually and collectively. The
approach taken in these chapters traverses the globe, utilising the original
‘integral worlds’ model that will be familiar to students of the Trans4M/Routledge
Transformation and Innovation series, developed over more than a decade. Such
a standpoint points the way to the release of particular social and economic
cultures in each of what we term the four "realities" or "worldviews" of South,
East, North and Western worlds. In this book we use the methodology of
GENEalogy – identifying the realms associated with each world – to show how
the rhythms, that is Grounding, Emergence, Navigation and Effect, of each is
leading to greater economic, social and spiritual freedom for individuals,
organisations, communities and, indeed, entire societies.
Winner of the 2020 British Sociological Association Philip Abrams Prize Providing
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a theory of moral practice for a contemporary sociological audience, Owen
Abbott shows that morality is a relational practice achieved by people in their
everyday lives. He moves beyond old dualisms—society versus the individual,
social structure versus agency, body versus mind—to offer a sociologically
rigorous and coherent theory of the relational constitution of the self and moral
practice, which is both shared and yet enacted from an individualized
perspective. In so doing, The Self, Relational Sociology, and Morality in Practice
not only offers an urgently needed account of moral practice and its integral role
in the emergence of the self, but also examines morality itself within and through
social relations and practices. Abbott’s conclusions will be of interest to social
scientists and philosophers of morality, those working with pragmatic and
interactionist approaches, and those involved with relational sociology and social
theory.
The Sociology of Healthcare Safety and Quality presents a series of researchinformed readings on the sociological contributions of technologies, practices,
experiences, and organizational quality and safety across a range of healthcare
contexts. Represents the first collection of peer-reviewed research articles
showcasing ways that sociology can contribute to the ongoing policy concern of
healthcare safety and quality Features original contributions from leading experts
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in healthcare related fields from three continents Reveals the state-of-the art in
sociological analyses of contemporary healthcare safety and quality along with
future directions in the field Offers sociological insights from the perspectives of
managers, clinicians, and patients
Brings relational sociology to bear on educational research. Relational sociology
was conceived by theorists frustrated by what they viewed as an incomplete
accounting of social reality. Torn between notions of structural rigidity, on the one
hand, and rational choice individualism, on the other, relational sociologists have
sought new units of analysis. Social reality, they have argued, is manufactured
through relationships. People are who they are, and society is what it is, not
because of some individual or collective “essence” but because of the networks
that social beings build among one another. Relational Sociology and Research
on Schools, Colleges, and Universities demonstrates the value of introducing
new relational methods and epistemologies in educational research. The
contributors examine the roles and significance of ongoing transactions among
connected social actors—students, peers, families, teachers—in a variety of
institutional contexts. The book explores various uses and applications of
relational sociology in education, while highlighting its promise to provide fresh
insight into intractable problems of inequity in US schools. William G. Tierney is
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University Professor Emeritus and Founding Director of the Pullias Center for
Higher Education at the University of Southern California. His many books
include Diversifying Digital Learning: Online Literacy and Educational Opportunity
(coedited with Zoë B. Corwin and Amanda Ochsner); The Problem of College
Readiness (coedited with Julia C. Duncheon), also published by SUNY Press;
and Rethinking Education and Poverty. Suneal Kolluri is a postdoctoral scholar at
the University of California, Riverside. He received his PhD in Urban Education
and Sociology from the University of Southern California.
How are firms, networks of firms, and production systems organized and how
does this organization vary from place to place? What are the new geographies
emerging from the need to create, access, and share knowledge, and sustain
competitiveness? In what ways are local clusters and global exchange relations
intertwined and co-constituted? What are the impacts of global changes in
technology, demand, and competition on the organization of production, and how
do these effects vary between communities, regions, and nations? This book
synthesizes theories from across the social sciences with empirical research and
case studies in order to answer these questions and to demonstrate how people
and firms organize economic action and interaction across local, national, and
global flows of knowledge and innovation. It is structured in four clear parts: - Part
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I: Foundations of Relational Thinking - Part II: Relational Clusters of Knowledge Part III: Knowledge Circulation Across Territories - Part IV: Toward a Relational
Economic Policy? The book employs a novel relational framework, which
recognizes values, interpretative frameworks, and decision-making practices as
subject to the contextuality of the social institutions that characterize the
relationships between the human agents. It will be a valuable resource for
academics, researchers, and graduate students across the social sciences, and
practitioners in clusters policy.
Many of us accept as uncontroversial the belief that the world is comprised of
detached and disparate products, all of which are reducible to certain
substances. Of those things that are alive, we acknowledge that some have
agency while others, such as humans, have more advanced qualities such as
consciousness, reason and intentionality. So deeply-seated is this metaphysical
belief, along with the related distinctions we draw between subject/object,
mind/body and nature/culture that many of us tacitly assume past groups
approached and apprehended the world in a similar fashion. Relational
Archaeologies questions how such a view of human beings, ‘other-than-human’
creatures and things affects our reconstruction of past beliefs and practices. It
proceeds from the position that, in many cases, past societies understood their
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place in the world as positional rather than categorical, as persons bound up in
reticular arrangements with similar and not so similar forms regardless of their
substantive qualities. Relational Archaeologies explores this idea by emphasizing
how humans, animals and things come to exist by virtue of the dynamic and fluid
processes of connection and transaction. In highlighting various counter-Modern
notions of what it means ‘to be’ and how these can be teased apart using
archaeological materials, contributors provide a range of approaches from
primarily theoretical/historicized treatments of the topic to practical applications or
case studies from the Americas, the UK, Europe, Asia and Australia.
Theoretical and philosophical work on community has yielded multifold definitions
and analytical frameworks. Kenneth C. Bessant reflects on the inherent
complexity and diversity of this deeply intersubjective aspect of lived social
experience. He explores the relational underpinnings of early and more
contemporary approaches to the study of community, with a particular emphasis
on their core assumptions, concepts, and tenets. Each of these perspectives
offers a relatively distinct interpretation of community, while also revealing the
intrinsically relational fabric of its perpetual emergence, dynamism, and
transformation. The ‘being-with’ of relational social existence is the fundamental
basis upon which all conceptions of community are built, and this is the epicenter
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around which the book revolves. Community is born of, exists within, and brings
forth social relations. It is a living expression of relational willing, thinking, and
acting.
In Toward a Good Society, the authors theorize a mutually empowering and
growth-fostering society. They begin this journey in relational psychology, then
depart along nine paths reconstructed from nine classic social science theories.
This leads them to propose a new Golden Rule as simple as it is profound.
This book underlines the growing importance of knowledge for the
competitiveness of cities and their regions. Examining the role of knowledge - in
its economic, socio-cultural, spatial and institutional forms - for urban and
regional development, identifying the preconditions for innovative use of urban
and regional knowledge assets and resources, and developing new methods to
evaluate the performance and potential of knowledge-based urban and regional
development, the book provides an in-depth and comprehensive understanding
of both theoretical and practical aspects of knowledge-based development and
its implications and prospects for cities and regions.
Edited by François Depelteau and Christopher Powell, this volume and its
companion, Conceptualizing Relational Sociology: Ontological and Theoretical
Issues, addresses fundamental questions about what relational sociology is and
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how it works.
Edited by François Depelteau and Christopher Powell, this volume and its
companion, Applying Relational Sociology: Networks, Relations, addresses
fundamental questions about what relational sociology is and how it works.
Towards Relational Sociology argues that social worlds comprise networks of
interaction and relations. Crossley asserts that relations are lived trajectories of
iterated interaction, built up through a history of interaction, but also entailing
anticipation of future interaction. In addition, he demonstrates how networks
comprise multiple dyadic relations which are mutually transformed through their
combination. On this conceptual basis he builds a relational foundation for
sociology. Over the course of the book, three central sociological dichotomies are
addressed - individualism/holism, structure/agency and micro/macro – and
utilised as a foil against which to construct the case for relational sociology.
Through this, Crossley is able to argue that neither individuals nor ‘wholes’ - in
the traditional sociological sense - should take precedence in sociology. Rather
sociologists should focus upon evolving and dynamic networks of interaction and
relations. The book covers many of the key concepts and concerns of
contemporary sociology, including identity, power, exchange and meaning. As
such it is an invaluable reference tool for postgraduate students and researchers
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alike.
This book builds on two current developments in psychology scholarship and
practice. The first centers on broad discontent with the individualist tradition in
which the rational agent, or autonomous self, is considered the fundamental atom
of social life. Critique of individualism spring not only from psychologists working
in the academy, but also from communities of therapy and counseling. The
second, and related development from which this work builds, is the search for
alternatives to individualist understanding. Thus, therapists such as Steve
Mitchell, along with feminists at the Stone Center, expand the psychoanalytic
tradition to include a relational orientation to therapy. The present volume will
give voice to the critique of individualism, but its major thrust is to develop and
illustrate a far more radical and potentially exciting landscape of relational
thought and practice that now exists. Most existing attempts to build a relational
foundation remain committed to a residual form of individualist psychology. The
present work carves out a space of understanding in which relational process
stands prior to the very concept of the individual. More broadly, the book
attempts to develop a thoroughgoing relational account of human activity. In
doing so, Gergen reconstitutes 'the mind' as a manifestation of relationships and
bears out these ideas in a range of everyday professional practices, including
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family therapy, collaborative classrooms, and organizational psychology.
How do personal networks emerge from social contexts? How do these evolve
during the course of a lifetime? How are relationships established, maintained,
connected, disrupted? How does the structure of a network evolve as people
face transitions and events? Based on a classic text originally published in
France and that has become the standard on the empirical study of social
networks there, for the first time, a network analysis perspective is extended from
contexts and social circles to relationships and life events through empirical
studies. Following in the tradition of personal network studies, this contribution to
the field of structural analysis in Sociology offers both a synthesis of knowledge
and original results from two immense surveys carried out in France. This volume
proposes an original theory grounded in relational dynamics, offering novel
perspectives on individual social relations over the course of a lifetime through
the context of personal networks, access to social resources, and inequalities.
‘Simultaneous invention’ has become commonplace in the natural sciences, but
is still virtually unknown within the sphere of social science. The convergence of
two highly compatible versions of Critical Realism from two independent sources
is a striking exception. Pierpaolo Donati’s Relational Sociology develops
‘upwards’ from sociology into a Realist meta-theory, unlike Roy Baskhar’s
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philosophy of science that works ‘downwards’ and ‘underlabours’ for the social
sciences. This book systematically introduces Donati’s Relational Sociology to
an English readership for the first time since he began to advance his approach
thirty years ago. In this eagerly awaited book, Pierpaolo Donati shifts the focus of
sociological theory onto the relational order at all levels. He argues that society is
constituted by the relations people create with one another, their emergent
properties and powers, and internal and external causal effects. Relational
Sociology provides a distinctive variant upon the Realist theoretical conspectus,
especially because of its ability to account for social integration. It will stimulate
debate amongst realists themselves and, of course, with the adversaries of
realism. It is a valuable new resource for students of social theory and practising
social theorists.
This book explores the ways in which social relations are profoundly changing
modern society, arguing that, constituting a reality of their own, social relations
will ultimately lead to a new form of society: an aftermodern or relational society.
Drawing on the thought of Simmel, it extends the idea that society consists
essentially of social relations, in order to make sense of the operation of
dichotomous forces in society and to examine the emergence of a "third" in the
morphogenetic processes. Through a realist and critical relational sociology,
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which allows for the fact that human beings are both internal and external to
social relations, and therefore to society, the author shows how we are moving
towards a new, trans-modern society – one that calls into question the guiding
ideas of Western modernity, such as the notion of linear progression, that
science and technology are the decisive factors of human development, and that
culture can entirely supplant nature. As such, it will appeal to sociologists, social
theorists, economists, political scientists, and social philosophers with interests in
relational thought, critical realism, and social transformation.
The idea that communication constitutes organization (CCO) provides a unique
perspective to organization studies by highlighting the fundamental and formative
role of communication for organizational phenomena of various kinds. The book
features original works that address the idea of organization as communication in
the light of other theories, related concepts, as well as the tension between
strategy and emergence. The first set of chapters discusses the idea of
organization communication in the light of critical works of European scholars
(Habermas, Honneth, and Günther). The second set of chapters reflects on a
range of concepts such as institutions, routines, and leadership from a CCO
perspective. The final set of chapters examines the tension between strategic
and emergent communication by drawing on new methodology and empirical
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evidence. The chapters are set into dialogue with some of the most prominent
proponents of CCO scholarship. The book offers an important contribution to
CCO thinking by adding European perspectives on organization as
communication. It connects the primarily North American approach and
European traditions of theoretical thought to existing debates in communication
and organization studies.
Organizations are the dominant social invention for generating resources and
distributing them. Relational Inequalities develops a general sociological and
organizational analysis of inequality, exploring the processes that generate
inequalities in access to respect, resources, and rewards. Framing their analysis
through a relational account of social and economic life, Donald TomaskovicDevey and Dustin Avent-Holt explain how resources are generated and
distributed both within and between organizations. They show that inequalities
are produced through generic processes that occur in all social relationships:
categorization and their resulting status hierarchies, organizational resource
pooling, exploitation, social closure, and claims-making. Drawing on a wide range
of case studies, Tomaskovic-Devey and Avent-Holt focus on the workplace as
the primary organization for generating inequality and provide a series of global
goals to advance both a comparative organizational research model and to
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challenge troubling inequalities.
This volume presents international perspectives on the application and
development of theory and methodology in researching higher education. Topics
discussed include critical race theory; the use of communities of practice theory;
participant ethnography; and decolonization using indigenous principles.
"This book is distinctive for extending the usual sociological reach, reopening
territory that has lain fallow, set aside from the well-ploughed fields of orthodox
social theory. In doing so, Law not only produces fresh insight into familiar
theorists but guards against collective forgetting of the sociological canon." Professor Bridget Fowler, University of Glasgow "An excellent book, it will be
welcomed and read widely by advanced undergraduates, postgraduates and
scholars in sociology, cultural studies, social theory and beyond." - Professor
Chris Shilling, University of Kent Social Theory for Today guides students
through the ‘turns’ of past and present social theory as it attempts to wrestle
with a recurring sense of crisis in social relations and social theory. Drawing on
both classical and contemporary sources, Alex Law provides readers with a firm
grasp of competing perspectives. Too often social theories attempt to dominate
the field by casting rival theorists, past and present, as deluded fools, while the
more familiar ‘big names’ in social theory are subject to ever-increasing
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commentary that runs in ever-decreasing circles. This survey of social theory and
crisis lessens the temptation to engage in internal theoretical polemics and
esoteric wordplay. Social theory must become practical and specific if it is to
become a means of orientation for uncertain times. This is a must-read for upper
level undergraduate and postgraduate students looking for a vibrant and
extended understanding of social theory.
Questioning Leadership offers a diverse mix of cutting-edge research in the field
of educational leadership, with contributions from expert and emerging leadership
scholars. It contextualises school leadership within broader social and historical
contexts and traces its influence on school performance through time, from its
relatively modest role within a systems theory paradigm to its growing influence
from the 1980s onwards, as exercising leadership came to be perceived as being
largely responsible for improving educational outcomes. This book invites the
reader to challenge the current orthodoxy of leader-centrism and instead reflect
more broadly on the various structural and institutional interrelationships that
determine how a school functions successfully. It poses challenging questions,
such as: Is leadership really necessary for high-quality school performance? Can
schools function effectively without leadership? Is it possible to describe the work
that principals do without using the word ‘leadership’? How do we challenge the
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assumption that leadership simply exists and that it is seen as the appropriate
default explanation for school performance? This book does not assume that
leadership is the key to organisational performance, although it acknowledges
the work that principals do. It goes against current orthodoxy and offers varied
perspectives on how leadership might be repositioned vis-à-vis organisational
and institutional structures. It also suggests some new directions for leading and
learning and throws open a discussion on leadership that for too long has been
captured by the assumption that the leader is the cause of organisational
performance and learning outcomes in schools. At a time when leadership’s
dominance seems unshakeable, this is a bold book that should appeal to
postgraduate students of educational leadership and management, those
undertaking training in educational administration and current school leaders
interested in exploring the value of leadership for educational organisations.
Nancy Chodorow, in her groundbreaking book The Reproduction of Mothering, quite simply
changed the conversation in at least three areas of study: psychoanalysis, women's studies,
and sociology. In her latest book, Individualizing Gender and Sexuality, she examines the
complexity and uniqueness of each person's personal creation of sexuality and gender and the
ways that these interrelate with other aspects of psychic and cultural life. She brings her wellknown theoretical agility, wide-ranging interdisciplinarity, and clinical experience to every
chapter, advocating for the clinician's openness, curiosity, and theoretical pluralism. The book
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begins with reflections on Freud's Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality, followed by
considerations of Melanie Klein and Stephen Mitchell, as well as on her own work and on the
postmodern turn in psychoanalytic gender theory. Subsequent chapters address contemporary
clinical-cultural issues such as women and work, women and motherhood, and men and
violence. Concluding chapters elaborate on the multiple ingredients and the personal affective,
conflictual, and defensive constellations and processes that create sexuality and gender in
each individual. Ending with a chapter on homosexualities as compromise formations,
Chodorow deepens her account of clinical individuality and sex-gender transferencecountertransference while bringing her readers back to Freud and to the many strands that
followed, as she consolidates a consistent line of interest in sexuality and gender, theory and
practice, sustained over a lifetime.
Brings relational sociology to bear on educational research. Relational sociology was
conceived by theorists frustrated by what they viewed as an incomplete accounting of social
reality. Torn between notions of structural rigidity, on the one hand, and rational choice
individualism, on the other, relational sociologists have sought new units of analysis. Social
reality, they have argued, is manufactured through relationships. People are who they are, and
society is what it is, not because of some individual or collective “essence” but because of the
networks that social beings build among one another. Relational Sociology and Research on
Schools, Colleges, and Universities demonstrates the value of introducing new relational
methods and epistemologies in educational research. The contributors examine the roles and
significance of ongoing transactions among connected social actors—students, peers, families,
teachers—in a variety of institutional contexts. The book explores various uses and applications
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of relational sociology in education, while highlighting its promise to provide fresh insight into
intractable problems of inequity in US schools. “I have read few books in my lengthy career
where I said to myself: It’s long past time for both scholars and practitioners in the field of
education to embrace this innovative theoretical lens both in their scholarship and their
everyday practices. But this is such a book. It will be a needed ‘awakening’ for most scholars
and practitioners and, in turn, is likely to have a profound impact over time on their
scholarship.” — Clifton Conrad, coauthor of Educating a Diverse Nation: Lessons from MinorityServing Institutions
This handbook on relational sociology covers a rapidly growing approach in the social
sciences—one which is connected to the interests of a large, diverse pool of researchers across
a range of disciplines. Relational sociology has been one of the key foundations of the
“relational turn” in human sciences since the 1980s, and it offers a unique opportunity to
redefine the basic epistemological and ontological principles of sociology as we know it. The
contributors collected here aim to elucidate the complexity and the scope of this growing
approach by dealing with three central questions: Where does relational sociology come from
and what are its principal concerns? What are the main theoretical and methodological
currents within relational sociology? What have we studied in relational sociology and what are
the results?
Many social theorists now call themselves 'relational sociologists', but mean entirely different
things by it. The majority endorse a 'flat ontology', dealing exclusively with dyadic relations.
Consequently, they cannot explain the context in which relationships occur or their
consequences, except as resultants of endless 'transactions'. This book adopts a different
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approach which regards 'the relation' itself as an emergent property, with internal causal
effects upon its participants and external ones on others. The authors argue that most
'relationists' seem unaware that analytical philosophers, such as Searle, Gilbert and Tuomela,
have spent years trying to conceptualize the 'We' as dependent upon shared intentionality.
Donati and Archer change the focus away from 'We thinking' and argue that 'We-ness' derives
from subjects' reflexive orientations towards the emergent relational 'goods' and 'evils' they
themselves generate. Their approach could be called 'relational realism', though they suggest
that realists, too, have failed to explore the 'relational subject'.
Stategraphy—the ethnographic exploration of relational modes, boundary work, and forms of
embeddedness of actors—offers crucial analytical avenues for researching the state. By
exploring interactions and negotiations of local actors in different institutional settings, the
contributors explore state transformations in relation to social security in a variety of locations
spanning from Russia, Eastern Europe, and the Balkans to the United Kingdom and France.
Fusing grounded empirical studies with rigorous theorizing, the volume provides new
perspectives to broader related debates in social research and political analysis.
"The chapters comprising this edited volume originate from a workshop organized at Carleton
University in May of 2009"--Introd.
This book promotes a relational understanding of the self. It explores how law can be
transformed by focusing on the promotion and protection of caring relationships, rather than
individual rights. This offers a radical and profound re-imagining of what law is about and what
it should be trying to do. It moves from the theoretical into offering practical examples of how
the law could be developed to enhance relationships, rather than undermine them.
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