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The heritage of literature in the French language is rich,
varied, and extensive in time and space; appealing both
to its immediate public, readers of French, and also to a
global audience reached through translations and film
adaptations. The first great works of this repertory were
written in the twelfth century in northern France, and
now, at the beginning of the twenty-first century, include
authors writing in many parts of the world, ranging from
the Caribbean to Western Africa. French Literature: A
Very Short Introduction introduces this lively literary
world by focusing on texts - epics, novels, plays, poems,
and screenplays - that concern protagonists whose
adventures and conflicts reveal shifts in literary and
social practices. From the hero of the medieval Song of
Roland to the Caribbean heroines of I, Tituba, Black
Witch of Salem or the European expatriate in Japan in
Fear and Trembling, these problematic protagonists
allow us to understand what interests writers and readers
across the wide world of French. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
A new account of tragedy and its fundamental position in
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Western culture In this compelling account, eminent
literary critic Terry Eagleton explores the nuances of
tragedy in Western culture—from literature and politics to
philosophy and theater. Eagleton covers a vast array of
thinkers and practitioners, including Nietzsche, Walter
Benjamin, and Slavoj Žižek, as well as key figures in
theater, from Sophocles and Aeschylus to Shakespeare
and Ibsen. Eagleton examines the political nature of
tragedy, looking closely at its connection with periods of
historical transition. The dramatic form originated not as
a meditation on the human condition, but at moments of
political engagement, when civilizations struggled with
the conflicts that beset them. Tragedy, Eagleton
demonstrates, is fundamental to human experience and
culture.
An advanced critical introduction to Greek tragedy for
those who do not read Greek. Combines the best
contemporary scholarly analysis of the classics with a
wide knowledge of contemporary literary studies in
discussing the masterpieces of Athenian drama.
Adrian Poole examines the Victorian's obsession with
Shakespeare, his impact upon the era's consciousness,
and the expression of this in their drama, novels and
poetry. The book features detailed discussion of the
interpretations and applications of Shakespeare by major
figures such as Dickens and Hardy, Tennyson and
Browning, as well as those less well-known.
"Vivam" is the very last word of Ovid's masterpiece, the
Metamorphoses: "I shall live." If we're still reading it two
millennia after Ovid's death, this is by definition a
remarkably accurate prophecy. Ovid was not the only
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ancient author with aspirations to be read for eternity, but
no poet of the Greco-Roman world has had a deeper or
more lasting impact on subsequent literature and art than
he can claim. In the present day no Greek or Roman
poet is as accessible, to artists, writers, or the general
reader: Ovid's voice remains a compellingly
contemporary one, as modern as it seemed to his
contemporaries in Augustan Rome. But Ovid was also a
man of his time, his own story fatally entwined with that
of the first emperor Augustus, and the poetry he wrote
channels in its own way the cultural and political
upheavals of the contemporary city, its public life, sexual
mores, religion, and urban landscape, while also
exploiting the superbly rich store of poetic convention
that Greek literature and his Roman predecessors had
bequeathed to him. This Very Short Introduction explains
Ovid's background, social and literary, and introduces his
poetry, on love, metamorphosis, Roman festivals, and
his own exile, a restlessly innovative oeuvre driven by
the irrepressible ingenium or wit for which he was
famous. Llewelyn Morgan also explores Ovid's immense
influence on later literature and art, spanning from
Shakespeare to Bernini. Throughout, Ovid's poetry is
revealed as enduringly scintillating, his personal story
compelling, and the issues his life and poetry raise of
continuing relevance and interest. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
Page 3/20

Online Library Tragedy A Very Short Introduction
Very Short Introductions
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Featuring essays by major international scholars, this
Companion combines analysis of themes crucial to
Renaissance tragedy with the interpretation of canonical
and frequently taught texts. Part I introduces key topics,
such as religion, revenge, and the family, and discusses
modern performance traditions on stage and screen.
Bridging this section with Part II is a chapter which
engages with Shakespeare. It tackles Shakespeare's
generic distinctiveness and how our familiarity with
Shakespearean tragedy affects our appreciation of the
tragedies of his contemporaries. Individual essays in Part
II introduce and contribute to important critical
conversations about specific tragedies. Topics include
The Revenger's Tragedy and the theatrics of original sin,
Arden of Faversham and the preternatural, and The
Duchess of Malfi and the erotics of literary form.
Providing fresh readings of key texts, the Companion is
an essential guide for all students of Renaissance
tragedy.
This Very Short Introduction examines Voltaire's
(1694-1778) remarkable life and career. Exploring his
most important writings, the impact his work had on our
understanding of the European Enlightenment, and his
status as a literary celebrity at the time, Nicholas Cronk
considers his continued relevance in literature, politics,
and philosophy.
Robertson covers the life and work of Johann Wolfgang
von Goethe (1749-1832): scientist, administrator, artist,
art critic, and literary writer in a variety of genres.
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With over 140 million copies in print, and serving as
the principal proselytizing tool of one of the world's
fastest growing faiths, the Book of Mormon is
undoubtedly one of the most influential religious
texts produced in the western world. Written by
Terryl Givens, a leading authority on Mormonism,
this compact volume offers the only concise,
accessible introduction to this extraordinary work.
Givens examines the Book of Mormon first and
foremost in terms of the claims that its narrators
make for its historical genesis, its purpose as a
sacred text, and its meaning for an audience which
shifts over the course of the history it unfolds. The
author traces five governing themes in
particular--revelation, Christ, Zion, scripture, and
covenant--and analyzes the Book's central doctrines
and teachings. Some of these resonate with familiar
nineteenth-century religious preoccupations; others
consist of radical and unexpected takes on topics
from the fall of Man to Christ's mortal ministries and
the meaning of atonement. Givens also provides
samples of a cast of characters that number in the
hundreds, and analyzes representative passages
from a work that encompasses tragedy, poetry,
sermons, visions, family histories and military
chronicles. Finally, this introduction surveys the
contested origins and production of a work held by
millions to be scripture, and reviews the scholarly
debates that address questions of the record's
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historicity. Here then is an accessible guide to what
is, by any measure, an indispensable key to
understanding Mormonism. But it is also an
introduction to a compelling and complex text that is
too often overshadowed by the controversies that
surround it. About the Series: Combining authority
with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short
Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's
most interesting topics. Written by experts for the
newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems
and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
With a broad scope across the millennia, from high
literature to popular culture, between page and stage
and screen, this Very Short Introduction considers
comedy not only as a literary genre, but also as a
broader impulse at work in many other historical and
contemporary forms of satire, parody, and play.
William Allan's Very Short Introduction provides a
concise and lively guide to the major authors,
genres, and periods of classical literature. Drawing
upon a wealth of material, he reveals just what
makes the 'classics' such masterpieces and why
they continue to influence and fascinate today.
The philosophy of Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900)
was almost wholly neglected during his sane life,
which came to an abrupt end in 1889. Since then he
has been appropriated as an icon by an
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astonishingly diverse spectrum of people, whose
interpretations of his thought range from the highly
irrational to the firmly analytical. Thus Spoke
Zarathustra introduced the 'superman' and The
Twilight of the Idols developed the 'Will to Power'
concept; these term, together with 'Sklavenmoral'
and 'Herrenmoral', became confused with the rise of
nationalism in Germany. Idiosyncratic and aphoristic,
Nietzsche is always bracing and provocative, and
temptingly easy to dip into. Michael Tanner's
readable introduction to the philosopher's life and
work examines the numerous ambiguities inherent in
his writings. It also explodes the many
misconceptions fostered in the hundred years since
Nietzsche wrote, prophetically: 'Do not, above all,
confound me with what I am not!' ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
How and why does tragedy matter? This book
approaches this question through a close reading of
Greek tragedies that is designed both for readers
with Greek and those with none. It explores Greek
plays alongside three of Shakespeare's tragedies:
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"Macbeth", "Hamlet" and "King Lear".
Environmental law is the law concerned with
environmental problems. It is a vast area of law that
operates from the local to the global, involving a
range of different legal and regulatory techniques. In
theory, environmental protection is a no brainer. Few
people would actively argue for pollution or
environmental destruction. Ensuring a clean
environment is ethically desirable, and also sensible
from a purely self-interested perspective. Yet, in
practice, environmental law is a messy and complex
business fraught with conflict. Whilst environmental
law is often characterized in overly simplistic terms,
with a law being seen as be a magic wand that
solves an environmental problem, the reality is that
creating and maintaining a body of laws to address
and avoid problems is not easy, and involves
legislators, courts, regulators and communities. This
Very Short Introduction provides an overview of the
main features of environmental law, and discusses
how environmental law deals with multiple interests,
socio-political conflicts, and the limits of knowledge
about the environment. Showing how interdependent
societies across the world have developed robust
and legitimate bodies of law to address
environmental problems, Elizabeth Fisher discusses
some of the major issues involved in environmental
law's: nation statehood, power, the reframing role of
law, the need to ensure real environmental
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improvements, and environmental justice. As Fisher
explains, environmental law is, and will always be,
necessary but inherently controversial. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Traces a young man's effort to escape the dangers
of the streets and his own nature after graduating
from Yale, describing his youth in violent 1980s
Newark, efforts to navigate two fiercely insular
worlds and life-ending drug deals. 75,000 first
printing.
This book provides an accessible introduction for
students and anyone interested in increasing their
enjoyment of Greek tragic plays. Whether readers
are studying Greek culture, performing a Greek
tragedy, or simply interested in reading a Greek play,
this book will help them to understand and enjoy this
challenging and rewarding genre. An Introduction to
Greek Tragedy provides background information,
helps readers appreciate, enjoy and engage with the
plays themselves, and gives them an idea of the
important questions in current scholarship on
tragedy. Ruth Scodel seeks to dispel misleading
Page 9/20

Online Library Tragedy A Very Short Introduction
Very Short Introductions
assumptions about tragedy, stressing how open the
plays are to different interpretations and reactions. In
addition to general background, the book also
includes chapters on specific plays, both the most
familiar titles and some lesser-known plays Persians, Helen and Orestes - in order to convey the
variety that the tragedies offer readers.
Between 1760 and 1800, the American people cast off British
rule to create a new nation and a radically new form of
government based on the idea that people have the right to
govern themselves. This title provides a cohesive synthesis of
the military, diplomatic, political, social, and intellectual
aspects of the American Revolution, paying special attention
to the Revolution's causes and consequences.
Contemporary productions on stage and film, and the
development of theater studies, continue to draw new
audiences to ancient Greek drama. With observations on all
aspects of performance, this volume fills their need for a
clear, concise account of what is known about the original
conditions of such productions in the age of Pericles.
Reexamining the surviving plays of Aeschylus, Sophocles,
Euripides, and Aristophanes, Graham Ley here discusses
acting technique, scenery, the power and range of the
chorus, the use of theatrical space, and parody in their plays.
In addition to photos of scenes from Greek vases that
document theatrical performance, this new edition includes
notes on ancient mime and puppetry and how to read Greek
playtexts as scripts, as well as an updated bibliography. An
ideal companion to The Complete Greek Tragedies, also
published by the University of Chicago Press, Ley’s work is a
concise and informative introduction to one of the great
periods of world drama. "Anyone faced with Athenian tragedy
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or comedy for the first time, in or out of the classroom, would
do well to start with A Short Introduction to Ancient Greek
Theater."—Didaskalia
English Literature: A Very Short Introduction discusses why
literature matters, how narrative works, and what is distinctly
English about English literature. Jonathan Bate considers
how we determine the content of the field, and looks at the
three major kinds of imaginative literature - English poetry,
English drama and The English novel.
The Gothic is wildly diverse. It can refer to ecclesiastical
architecture, supernatural fiction, cult horror films, and a
distinctive style of rock music. It has influenced political
theorists and social reformers, as well as Victorian home
décor and contemporary fashion. Nick Groom shows how the
Gothic has come to encompass so many meanings by telling
the story of the Gothic from the ancient tribe who sacked
Rome to the alternative subculture of the present day. This
unique Very Short Introduction reveals that the Gothic has
predominantly been a way of understanding and responding
to the past. Time after time, the Gothic has been invoked in
order to reveal what lies behind conventional history. It is a
way of disclosing secrets, whether in the constitutional politics
of seventeenth-century England or the racial politics of the
United States. While contexts change, the Gothic perpetually
regards the past with fascination, both yearning and horrified.
It reminds us that neither societies nor individuals can escape
the consequences of their actions. The anatomy of the Gothic
is richly complex and perversely contradictory, and so the
thirteen chapters here range deliberately widely. This is the
first time that the entire story of the Gothic has been written
as a continuous history: from the historians of late antiquity to
the gardens of Georgian England, from the mediaeval cult of
the macabre to German Expressionist cinema, from
Elizabethan Revenge Tragedy to American consumer society,
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from folk ballads to vampires, from the past to the present.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
In this new offering from Stanley Wells, the pre-eminent
Shakespearian scholar, comes a Very Short Introduction to
the life and writings of the world's greatest and best-known
dramatists: William Shakespeare. Looking at his early life and
education, Wells explores Shakespeare's social and
intellectual background and the literary traditions on which
Shakespeare drew. Examining the theatres and theatrical
profession of the time, he also considers how Shakespeare
experienced this world, both as an actor and as a writer.
Examining Shakespeare's narrative poems, sonnets, and all
of his plays, Wells outlines their sources, style, and originality
over the course of Shakespeare's career, to consider the
fundamental impact his work has had for subsequent
generations. Written with enthusiasm and flair by a scholar
who has devoted a lifetime to the study of Shakespeare and
his works, this is an engaging and authoritative introduction.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Tragedy: A Very Short IntroductionOxford University Press
Clyde Griffith’s parents are poor street-preachers, but Clyde
doesn’t “believe,” and finds their work demeaning. At fifteen
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he gets a job and starts to ease out of their lives, eventually
landing in some trouble that causes him to flee the town
where they live. Two years later, Clyde meets his well-off
uncle, who owns a large factory in upstate New York. Clyde
talks his way into a job at the factory, and soon finds himself
supervising a roomful of women. All alone, generally shunned
by his uncle’s family, and starved for companionship, he
breaks the factory’s rules and begins a relationship with a
young woman who works for him. But Clyde has visions of
marrying a high-society woman, and fortune smiles on him in
the form of the daughter of one of his uncle’s neighbors.
Soon Clyde finds himself in a love triangle of his own making,
and one from which he seems incapable of extracting himself.
A newspaperman before he became a novelist, Theodore
Dreiser collected crime stories for years of young men in
relationships with young women of poorer means, where the
young men found a richer, prettier girl who would go with him,
and often took extreme measures to escape from the first girl.
An American Tragedy, based on one of the most infamous of
those real-life stories, is a study in lazy ambition, the very real
class system in America, and how easy it is to drift into evil. It
is populated with poor people who desire nothing more than
to be rich, rich people whose only concern is to keep up with
their neighbors and not be associated with the “wrong
element,” and elements of both who care far more about
appearances than reality. It offers further evidence that the
world may be very different from 100 years ago, but the
people in it are very much the same. This book is part of the
Standard Ebooks project, which produces free public domain
ebooks.
What has tragedy been made to mean by dramatists, storytellers, critics, philosophers, politicians, and journalists? This
work shows the relevance of tragedy to the modern world,
and extends beyond drama and literature into visual art and
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everyday experience.

The rise and fall of the Roman Republic occupies a
special place in the history of Western civilization. From
humble beginnings on the seven hills beside the Tiber,
the city of Rome grew to dominate the ancient
Mediterranean. Led by her senatorial aristocracy,
Republican armies defeated Carthage and the successor
kingdoms of Alexander the Great, and brought the
surrounding peoples to east and west into the Roman
sphere. Yet the triumph of the Republic was also its
tragedy. In this Very Short Introduction, David M. Gwynn
provides a fascinating introduction to the history of the
Roman Republic and its literary and material sources,
bringing to life the culture and society of Republican
Rome and its ongoing significance within our modern
world. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
Tragedy, including grief, pain and suffering, is a common
theme in Shakespeare's plays, often leading to the death
of at least one character, if not several. Yet such themes
can also be found in Shakespearian plays which are
classed as comedies, or histories. What is it which
makes a Shakespearian tragedy, and what dramatic
themes and conventions did the bard draw upon when
writing them? In this Very Short Introduction Stanley
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Wells considers what is meant by the word 'tragedy', and
discusses nine of Shakespeare's iconic tragic plays. He
explores how the early definitions and theoretical
discussions of the concept of tragedy in Shakespeare's
time would have influenced these plays, along with the
literary influence of Seneca. Wells also considers
Shakespeare's uses of the word 'tragedy' itself,
analysing whether he had any overall concept of the
genre in relation to the drama, and looking at the ways in
which the theatrical conventions of his time shaped his
plays, such as the use of boy players in women's roles
and the physical structures of the playhouses. Offering a
critical analysis of each of the nine plays in turn, Wells
concludes by discussing why tragedy is regarded as fit
subject for entertainment, and what it is about tragic
plays that audiences find so enjoyable. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Preface -- Introduction: what is critical theory? -- The
frankfurt school -- A matter of method -- Critical theory
and modernism -- Alienation and reification -Enlightened illusions -- The utopian laboratory -- The
happy consciousness -- The great refusal -- From
resignation to renewal -- Unfinished tasks -- Further
reading -- Index
What do we mean by 'tragedy' in present-day usage?
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When we turn on the news, does a report of the latest
atrocity have any connection with the masterpieces of
Sophocles, Shakespeare and Racine? What has tragedy
been made to mean by dramatists, story-tellers, critics,
philosophers, politicians and journalists over the last two
and a half millennia? Why do we still read, re-write, and
stage these old plays? This book argues for the
continuities between 'then' and 'now'. Addressing
questions about belief, blame, mourning, revenge, pain,
witnessing, timing and ending, Adrian Poole
demonstrates the age-old significance of our attempts to
make sense of terrible suffering. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
From the moderator of The New York Times philosophy
blog "The Stone," a book that argues that if we want to
understand ourselves we have to go back to theater, to
the stage of our lives Tragedy presents a world of conflict
and troubling emotion, a world where private and public
lives collide and collapse. A world where morality is
ambiguous and the powerful humiliate and destroy the
powerless. A world where justice always seems to be on
both sides of a conflict and sugarcoated words serve as
cover for clandestine operations of violence. A world
rather like our own. The ancient Greeks hold a mirror up
to us, in which we see all the desolation and delusion of
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our lives but also the terrifying beauty and intensity of
existence. This is not a time for consolation prizes and
the fatuous banalities of the self-help industry and pop
philosophy. Tragedy allows us to glimpse, in its harsh
and unforgiving glare, the burning core of our aliveness.
If we give ourselves the chance to look at tragedy, we
might see further and more clearly.
An introductory study into tragedy in drama and
literature, and in the real world.
Examines the history and origins of witchcraft, from prehistory to the present day, considering why it still
features so heavily in our culture
Tragedy: A Short Introduction reinvigorates the genre for
readers who are eager to embrace it, but who often find
the traditional masterpieces too distant from their own
language and world. Argues that today’s most popular
television shows and films thrive on the type of violence,
passion, madness, and catastrophe first introduced to
the stage in fifth century Athens Offers selected case
studies that exemplify the compelling qualities of tragedy
Reviews the history of tragic performance and the
qualities of the classic tragic hero, and clarifies the role
of plot in defining traged Analyzes the difference
between a tragedy, a catastrophe, and a mere unhappy
ending Explores the past and future of the tragic form
Modern Tragedy, first published in 1966, is a study of the
ideas and ideologies which have influenced the production
and analysis of tragedy. Williams sees tragedy both in terms
of literary tradition and in relation to the tragedies of modern
society, of revolution and disorder, and of individual
experience. Modern Tragedy is available only in this
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Broadview Encore Edition, now edited and with a critical
introduction by Pamela McCallum.
Originally writing over 600 years ago, Geoffrey Chaucer is
today enjoying a global renaissance. Why do poets,
translators, and audiences from so many cultures, from the
mountains of Iran to the islands of Japan, find Chaucer so
inspiring? In part this is down to the character and sheer
inventiveness of Chaucer's work. At the time Chaucer's
writings were not just literary adventures, but also a means of
convincing the world that poetry and science, tragedy and
astrology, could all be explored through the English language.
French was still England's aristocratic language of choice
when Chaucer was born; Latin was used for university
education, theological discussion, and for burying the dead.
Could a hybrid tongue such as English ever generate great
writing to compare with French and Latin? Chaucer,
miraculously, believed that it could, through gradual
expansion of expressiveness and scientific precision. He was
never paid to do this; he was valued, rather, as a capable civil
servant, regulating the export of wool and the building of
seating for royal tournaments. Such experiences, however,
fed his writing, leading him to achieve a range of social
registers, from noble tragedy to barnyard farce, unrivalled for
centuries. His tale-telling geography is vast, his fascination
with varieties of religious belief endless, and his desire to
voice female experience especially remarkable. Many
Chaucerian poets and performers, today, are women. In this
Very Short Introduction David Wallace introduces the life,
performance, and poetry of Chaucer, and analyses his
astonishing and enduring appeal. Previously published in
hardback as Geoffrey Chaucer: A New Introduction ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
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way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
From before history was recorded to the present day, theatre
has been a major artistic form around the world. From
puppetry to mimes and street theatre, this complex art has
utilized all other art forms such as dance, literature, music,
painting, sculpture, and architecture. Every aspect of human
activity and human culture can be, and has been,
incorporated into the creation of theatre. In this Very Short
Introduction Marvin Carlson takes us through Ancient Greece
and Rome, to Medieval Japan and Europe, to America and
beyond, and looks at how the various forms of theatre have
been interpreted and enjoyed. Exploring the role that theatre
artists play — from the actor and director to the designer and
puppet-master, as well as the audience — this is an engaging
exploration of what theatre has meant, and still means, to
people of all ages at all times. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The atmosphere is the thin, diffuse fluid that envelops the
Earth's surface. Despite its apparent fragility, the existence of
this fluid is vital for human and other life on Earth. In this Very
Short Introduction Paul Palmer describes the physical and
chemical characteristics of different layers in the atmosphere,
and shows how the interactions where the atmosphere is in
contact with land, ocean, and ice affect its observed physical
and chemical properties. He also looks at how movement in
the atmosphere, driven by heat from the sun, transports heat
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from lower latitudes to higher latitudes, and is a fundamental
feature of the general circulation in the atmosphere. Finally,
Palmer presents an overview of the types of measurements
used to understand different parts of the atmosphere, and
identifies the future challenges for atmospheric scientists.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Economics has the capacity to offer us deep insights into
some of the most formidable problems of life, and offer
solutions to them too. Combining a global approach with
examples from everyday life, Partha Dasgupta describes the
lives of two children who live very different lives in different
parts of the world: in the Mid-West USA and in Ethiopia. He
compares the obstacles facing them, and the processes that
shape their lives, their families, and their futures. He shows
how economics uncovers these processes, finds explanations
for them, and how it forms policies and solutions. Along the
way, Dasgupta provides an intelligent and accessible
introduction to key economic factors and concepts such as
individual choices, national policies, efficiency, equity,
development, sustainability, dynamic equilibrium, property
rights, markets, and public goods. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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