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Turning Lessons From Swimming Berlins Lakes
The British journalist explores self-healing in wild waters across the UK—from
Yorkshire to Jura and Wales—in this “genuine and refreshing nature memoir”
(Kirkus Reviews). Following the example of naturalist Roger Deakin in his classic
memoir Waterlog, journalist Joe Minihane becomes obsessed with wild
swimming and its restorative qualities. Putting one arm over the other, sometimes
resting on his back, he begins to confront his personal demons while rekindling
old friendships and forging new ones. Through Minihane’s thoughtful description,
the act of swimming becomes both strange and beautiful as the wild water puts
him in touch with nature and himself. From Hampstead to Yorkshire, from Dorset
to Jura, from the Isles of Scilly to Wales, Floating is a love letter to different wild
stretches of water. But it also captures Minihane’s struggle to understand his life
and move forward. Steeped in the anti-authoritarian and naturalistic spirit of
Roger Deakin, Minihane celebrates the joy of taking time out to feel better.
This "stunning journey through a country that is home to exhilarating natural
wonders, and a scarring colonial past . . . makes breathtakingly clear the
connection between nature and humanity, and offers a singular portrait of the
complexities inherent to our ideas of identity, family, and love" (Refinery29). A
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chance discovery of letters written by her immigrant grandfather leads Jessica J.
Lee to her ancestral homeland, Taiwan. There, she seeks his story while growing
closer to the land he knew. Lee hikes mountains home to Formosan flamecrests,
birds found nowhere else on earth, and swims in a lake of drowned cedars. She
bikes flatlands where spoonbills alight by fish farms, and learns about a tree
whose fruit can float in the ocean for years, awaiting landfall. Throughout, Lee
unearths surprising parallels between the natural and human stories that have
shaped her family and their beloved island. Joyously attentive to the natural
world, Lee also turns a critical gaze upon colonialist explorers who mapped the
land and named plants, relying on and often effacing the labor and knowledge of
local communities. Two Trees Make a Forest is a genre–shattering book
encompassing history, travel, nature, and memoir, an extraordinary narrative
showing how geographical forces are interlaced with our family stories.
The inspiring story of how one woman saved fellow refugees from drowning—and
how she went on to become an Olympic swimmer. When young Syrian refugee
Yusra Mardini realized her boat's engine shut down as she was traveling from
Syria to Greece with other refugees, there was no hesitation: she dove into the
water. Surfacing, she heard desperate prayers and sobbing from the passengers
in the sinking boat above her. Between the waves, her elder sister Sarah
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screamed at her to get back on the boat. But Mardini was determined. She was
not going to let Sarah do this alone. Grabbing the rope with one hand, she began
kicking up the black water, inching the boat towards the distant shore. This bold
act of bravery saved the lives of a boatload of refugees heading to Turkey from
Syria. After her arrival in Greece, Mardini, focused and undeterred, worked
toward a lifelong goal: to compete in the Olympics. She succeeded, and
competed in 2016 on the Refugee Olympic Team in Rio de Janeiro. Butterfly tells
her story, from Syria to the Olympics to her current work with the UN as a
Goodwill Ambassador. Mardini is eager to tell her story in the hopes that readers
will remember that refugees are ordinary people in extraordinary circumstances,
chased from their homes by a devastating war. In today's political climate, this
story is guaranteed to inspire and educate readers from every background.
Summer 1955 is winding down and twins Jeanie and George are looking forward
to returning to school. They've worked hard all summer to earn money to buy
needed school items and are eagerly preparing for their freshman year in high
school. The circus comes to their small town of Berlin and Jo, with her twin
siblings, are excited to sit on the curb to watch the elephants with their trainers.
Shortly, Jeanie and Jo both fall ill with headaches and fever. Jo recovers but
Jeanie is taken to the hospital. Within days, the Wentland family is torn inside out
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as the twins succumb to polio and die within a week of each other, and Jo's older
brother Jack is rushed to the hospital with the same dreaded polio diagnosis. Will
he survive? Jo's two best friends and beloved siblings are gone, never to return,
and alone in her grief, she is scolded by her mother that if she cries, she's selfish.
Blinking back tears for over 40 years, Jo's grief is finally unleashed as she
recounts her tragic childhood loss and the effects it had on her and her family.
Sydney Taylor Award-winning novel Berlin Boxing Club is loosely inspired by the
true story of boxer Max Schmeling's experiences following Kristallnacht.
Publishers Weekly called it "a masterful historical novel" in a starred review. Karl
Stern has never thought of himself as a Jew; after all, he's never even been in a
synagogue. But the bullies at his school in Nazi-era Berlin don't care that Karl's
family doesn't practice religion. Demoralized by their attacks against a heritage
he doesn't accept as his own, Karl longs to prove his worth. Then Max
Schmeling, champion boxer and German hero, makes a deal with Karl's father to
give Karl boxing lessons. A skilled cartoonist, Karl has never had an interest in
boxing, but now it seems like the perfect chance to reinvent himself. But when
Nazi violence against Jews escalates, Karl must take on a new role: family
protector. And as Max's fame forces him to associate with Nazi elites, Karl begins
to wonder where his hero's sympathies truly lie. Can Karl balance his boxing
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dreams with his obligation to keep his family out of harm's way? Includes an
author's note and sources page detailing the factual inspirations behind the
novel.
Celebrate the 25th anniversary of this Newbery and Coretta Scott King Honoree
about a hilarious family on a road-trip at one of the most important times in
America's history. This special edition makes a perfect gift and includes bonus
content! Enter the hilarious world of ten-year-old Kenny and his family, the Weird
Watsons of Flint, Michigan. There's Momma, Dad, little sister Joetta, and brother
Byron, who's thirteen and an "official juvenile delinquent." When Byron gets to be
too much trouble, they head South to Birmingham to visit Grandma, the one
person who can shape him up. And they'll be in Birmingham during one of the
darkest moments in America's history. "Every so often a book becomes a modern
classic almost as soon as it arrives on bookshelves. That happened in the
mid-'90s when Christopher Paul Curtis released his first book, The Watsons Go
to Birmingham--1963." --NPR "One of the best novels EVER." --Jacqueline
Woodson, Newbery Honor and National Book Award–winning author of Brown
Girl Dreaming
"A perfect summer read; gripping, original, well-drawn and
compassionate"--Joanne Harris "Celia Rees is a superb writer, and this novel has
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one of the most irresistible and unique story hooks I've ever come across. This
book deserves to be huge!"--Sophie Hannah A striking historical novel about an
ordinary young British woman sent to uncover a network of spies and war
criminals in post-war Germany that will appeal to fans of The Huntress and
Transcription. World War II has just ended, and Britain has established the
Control Commission for Germany, which oversees their zone of occupation. The
Control Commission hires British civilians to work in Germany, rebuild the
shattered nation and prosecute war crimes. Somewhat aimless, bored with her
job as a provincial schoolteacher, and unwilling to live with her overbearing
mother any longer, thirtysomething Edith Graham applies for a job with the
Commission—but she is also recruited by her cousin, Leo, who is in the Secret
Service. To them, Edith is perfect spy material...single, ordinary-looking, with a
college degree in German. Cousin Leo went to Oxford with one of their most
hunted war criminals, Count Kurt von Stavenow, who Edith remembers all too
well from before the war. He wants her to find him. Intrigued by the challenge,
Edith heads to Germany armed with a convincing cover story: she's an
unassuming Education Officer sent to help resurrect German schools. To send
information back to her Secret Service handlers in London, Edith has crafted the
perfect alter ego, cookbook author Stella Snelling, who writes a popular
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magazine cookery column. She embeds crucial intelligence within the recipes
she collects. But occupied Germany is awash with other spies, collaborators, and
opportunists, and as she's pulled into their world, Edith soon discovers that no
one is what they seem to be. The closer she gets to uncovering von Stavenow's
whereabouts--and the network of German civilians who still support him--the
greater the danger. With a unique, compelling premise, Miss Graham's Cold War
Cookbook is a beautifully crafted and gripping novel about daring, betrayal, and
female friendship.
"Taking off on a horse into the Mongolian Steppe sounds like the bracing inverse
to an overpopulated, busy urban life, but having the skills and grit to pull it off is
another thing entirely. . . . Lara Prior–Palmer attempted the Mongol Derby not
really knowing what she was getting into; she ended it knowing much more about
herself, and a race champion besides." ?Estelle Tang, Elle At the age of
nineteen, Lara Prior–Palmer discovered a website devoted to “the world’s
longest, toughest horse race”?an annual competition of endurance and skill that
involves dozens of riders racing a series of twenty–five wild ponies across 1,000
kilometers of Mongolian grassland. On a whim, she decided to enter the race. As
she boarded a plane to East Asia, she was utterly unprepared for what awaited
her. Riders often spend years preparing to compete in the Mongol Derby, a
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course that re–creates the horse messenger system developed by Genghis
Khan. Many fail to finish. Prior–Palmer had no formal training. She was driven by
her own restlessness, stubbornness, and a lifelong love of horses. She raced for
ten days through extreme heat and terrifying storms, catching a few hours of
sleep where she could at the homes of nomadic families. Battling bouts of illness
and dehydration, exhaustion and bruising falls, she decided she had nothing to
lose. Each dawn she rode out again on a fresh horse, scrambling up mountains,
swimming through rivers, crossing woodlands and wetlands, arid dunes and open
steppe, as American television crews chased her in their jeeps. Told with terrific
suspense and style, in a voice full of poetry and soul, Rough Magic captures the
extraordinary story of one young woman who forged ahead, against all odds, to
become the first female winner of this breathtaking race. "Think the next
Educated or Wild. Palmer’s memoir of beating the odds to become a horse
champion is an inspiring saga of perseverance—and a classic underdog tale."
—Entertainment Weekly
ONE OF BOOK RIOT'S BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR Dustin Lance Black wrote
the Oscar-winning screenplay for Milk and helped overturn California's anti-gay
marriage Proposition 8, but as an LGBTQ activist he has unlikely origins--a
conservative Mormon household outside San Antonio, Texas. There he was
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raised by a single mother who, as a survivor of childhood polio, endured brutal
surgeries as well as braces and crutches for life. Despite the abuse and violence
of two questionably devised Mormon marriages, she imbued Lance with her inner
strength and irrepressible optimism. When Lance came out to his mother at age
twenty-one, she initially derided his sexuality as a sinful choice. It may seem like
theirs was a house destined to be divided--and at times it was. But in the end,
they did not let their differences define them or the relationship that had inspired
two remarkable lives. This heartfelt, deeply personal memoir explores how a
mother and son built bridges across great cultural divides--and how our stories
hold the power to heal.
Recounts the life and career of the inventive and controversial rock musician, and
includes information on his philosophies on art, his opinions on the music
industry, and his thoughts on raising children.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • ONE OF TIME MAGAZINE’S 100 BEST
YA BOOKS OF ALL TIME The extraordinary, beloved novel about the ability of
books to feed the soul even in the darkest of times. When Death has a story to
tell, you listen. It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death
has never been busier, and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster
girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by
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stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help
of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen
books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man
hidden in her basement. In superbly crafted writing that burns with intensity,
award-winning author Markus Zusak, author of I Am the Messenger, has given us
one of the most enduring stories of our time. “The kind of book that can be lifechanging.” —The New York Times “Deserves a place on the same shelf with The
Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank.” —USA Today DON’T MISS BRIDGE OF
CLAY, MARKUS ZUSAK’S FIRST NOVEL SINCE THE BOOK THIEF.
"I have no wish to play the pontificating fool, pretending that I've suddenly come
up with the answers to all life's questions. Quite that contrary, I began this book
as an exploration, an exercise in self-questing. In other words, I wanted to find
out, as I looked back at a long and complicated life, with many twists and turns,
how well I've done at measuring up to the values I myself have set." —Sidney
Poitier In this luminous memoir, a true American icon looks back on his
celebrated life and career. His body of work is arguably the most morally
significant in cinematic history, and the power and influence of that work are
indicative of the character of the man behind the many storied roles. Sidney
Poitier here explores these elements of character and personal values to take his
Page 10/27

Acces PDF Turning Lessons From Swimming Berlins Lakes
own measure—as a man, as a husband and a father, and as an actor. Poitier
credits his parents and his childhood on tiny Cat Island in the Bahamas for
equipping him with the unflinching sense of right and wrong and of self-worth that
he has never surrendered and that have dramatically shaped his world. "In the
kind of place where I grew up," recalls Poitier, "what's coming at you is the sound
of the sea and the smell of the wind and momma's voice and the voice of your
dad and the craziness of your brothers and sisters...and that's it." Without
television, radio, and material distractions to obscure what matters most, he
could enjoy the simple things, endure the long commitments, and find true
meaning in his life. Poitier was uncompromising as he pursued a personal and
public life that would honor his upbringing and the invaluable legacy of his
parents. Just a few years after his introduction to indoor plumbing and the
automobile, Poitier broke racial barrier after racial barrier to launch a pioneering
acting career. Committed to the notion that what one does for a living articulates
to who one is, Poitier played only forceful and affecting characters who said
something positive, useful, and lasting about the human condition. Here is
Poitier's own introspective look at what has informed his performances and his
life. Poitier explores the nature of sacrifice and commitment, price and humility,
rage and forgiveness, and paying the price for artistic integrity. What emerges is
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a picture of a man in the face of limits—his own and the world's. A triumph of the
spirit, The Measure of a Man captures the essential Poitier.
'A remarkable book' Robert Macfarlane 'A distinctive new voice: attentive and
tender' Amy Liptrot 'Elegant, understated, urgent and nourishing' Jessica J. Lee
Home is many people and places and languages, some separated by oceans.
Nina Mingya Powles first learned to swim in Borneo – where her mother was born
and her grandfather studied freshwater fish. There, the local swimming pool
became her first body of water. Through her life there have been others that have
meant different things, but have still been, in their own way, home: from the wild
coastline of New Zealand to a pond in northwest London. This lyrical collection of
interconnected essays explores the bodies of water that separate and connect
us, as well as everything from migration, food, family, earthquakes and the
ancient lunisolar calendar to butterflies. In powerful prose, Small Bodies of Water
weaves together personal memories, dreams and nature writing. It reflects on a
girlhood spent growing up between two cultures, and explores what it means to
belong.
Architecture critic and water baby Christopher Beanland takes a deep dive into
the fashionable outdoor swimming scene with Lido, profiling the world s best
pools with his trademark wit, wisdom and pop culture references. Stylish
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photography and interviews with fellow lido enthusiasts only further add gloss to
Beanland s delightful new book.
In a story set against the backdrop of Dublin in 1915, two boys who meet at the
local swimming hole plan to swim to an island in Dublin Bay the following Easter,
but their plans coincide with the Easter uprising--a historic rebellion that changes
their li
TurningA Swimming MemoirVirago Press
An engaging and practical guided tour of the simple and nature-inspired ways that Finns stay
happy and healthy--including the powerful concept of sisu, or everyday courage Forget
hygge--it's time to blow out the candles and get out into the world! Journalist Katja Pantzar did
just that, taking the huge leap to move to the remote Nordic country of Finland. What she
discovered there transformed her body, mind and spirit. In this engaging and practical guide,
she shows readers how to embrace the "keep it simple and sensible" daily practices that make
Finns one of the happiest populations in the world, year after year. Topics include: • Movement
as medicine: How walking, biking and swimming every day are good for what ails us--and best
done outside the confines of a gym • Natural mood boosters: Cold water swimming, steamy
saunas, and other ways to alleviate stress, anxiety, insomnia, and depression • Forest therapy:
Why there's no substitute for getting out into nature on a regular basis • Healthy eating: What
the Nordic diet can teach us all about feeding body, mind and soul • The gift of sisu: Why
Finns embrace a special form of courage, grit and determination as a national virtue - and how
anyone can dig deeper to survive and thrive through tough times. If you've ever wondered if
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there's a better, simpler way to find happiness and good heath, look no further. The Finns have
a word for that, and this empowering book shows us how to achieve it.
A special fiftieth anniversary edition of Kurt Vonnegut’s masterpiece, “a desperate, painfully
honest attempt to confront the monstrous crimes of the twentieth century” (Time), featuring a
new introduction by Kevin Powers, author of the National Book Award finalist The Yellow Birds
Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best novels of all time Slaughterhouse-Five,
an American classic, is one of the world’s great antiwar books. Centering on the infamous
World War II firebombing of Dresden, the novel is the result of what Kurt Vonnegut described
as a twenty-three-year struggle to write a book about what he had witnessed as an American
prisoner of war. It combines historical fiction, science fiction, autobiography, and satire in an
account of the life of Billy Pilgrim, a barber’s son turned draftee turned optometrist turned alien
abductee. As Vonnegut had, Billy experiences the destruction of Dresden as a POW. Unlike
Vonnegut, he experiences time travel, or coming “unstuck in time.” An instant bestseller,
Slaughterhouse-Five made Kurt Vonnegut a cult hero in American literature, a reputation that
only strengthened over time, despite his being banned and censored by some libraries and
schools for content and language. But it was precisely those elements of Vonnegut’s
writing—the political edginess, the genre-bending inventiveness, the frank violence, the
transgressive wit—that have inspired generations of readers not just to look differently at the
world around them but to find the confidence to say something about it. Authors as wideranging as Norman Mailer, John Irving, Michael Crichton, Tim O’Brien, Margaret Atwood,
Elizabeth Strout, David Sedaris, Jennifer Egan, and J. K. Rowling have all found inspiration in
Vonnegut’s words. Jonathan Safran Foer has described Vonnegut as “the kind of writer who
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made people—young people especially—want to write.” George Saunders has declared
Vonnegut to be “the great, urgent, passionate American writer of our century, who offers us . .
. a model of the kind of compassionate thinking that might yet save us from ourselves.” Fifty
years after its initial publication at the height of the Vietnam War, Vonnegut's portrayal of
political disillusionment, PTSD, and postwar anxiety feels as relevant, darkly humorous, and
profoundly affecting as ever, an enduring beacon through our own era’s uncertainties.
“Poignant and hilarious, threaded with compassion and, behind everything, the cataract of a
thundering moral statement.”—The Boston Globe
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE • Look for
special features inside. Join the Random House Reader’s Circle for author chats and more. In
boyhood, Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent. As a teenager, he channeled his
defiance into running, discovering a prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin
Olympics. But when World War II began, the athlete became an airman, embarking on a
journey that led to a doomed flight on a May afternoon in 1943. When his Army Air Forces
bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean, against all odds, Zamperini survived, adrift on a
foundering life raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks,
thirst and starvation, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the limits of
endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve,
and humor; brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would be suspended
on the fraying wire of his will. Appearing in paperback for the first time—with twenty arresting
new photos and an extensive Q&A with the author—Unbroken is an unforgettable testament to
the resilience of the human mind, body, and spirit, brought vividly to life by Seabiscuit author
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Laura Hillenbrand. Hailed as the top nonfiction book of the year by Time magazine • Winner of
the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for biography and the Indies Choice Adult Nonfiction Book
of the Year award “Extraordinarily moving . . . a powerfully drawn survival epic.”—The Wall
Street Journal “[A] one-in-a-billion story . . . designed to wrench from self-respecting critics all
the blurby adjectives we normally try to avoid: It is amazing, unforgettable, gripping, harrowing,
chilling, and inspiring.”—New York “Staggering . . . mesmerizing . . . Hillenbrand’s writing is so
ferociously cinematic, the events she describes so incredible, you don’t dare take your eyes
off the page.”—People “A meticulous, soaring and beautifully written account of an
extraordinary life.”—The Washington Post “Ambitious and powerful . . . a startling narrative and
an inspirational book.”—The New York Times Book Review “Magnificent . . . incredible . . .
[Hillenbrand] has crafted another masterful blend of sports, history and overcoming terrific
odds; this is biography taken to the nth degree, a chronicle of a remarkable life lived through
extraordinary times.”—The Dallas Morning News “An astonishing testament to the superhuman
power of tenacity.”—Entertainment Weekly “A tale of triumph and redemption . . . astonishingly
detailed.”—O: The Oprah Magazine “[A] masterfully told true story . . . nothing less than a
marvel.”—Washingtonian “[Hillenbrand tells this] story with cool elegance but at a thrilling
sprinter’s pace.”—Time “Hillenbrand [is] one of our best writers of narrative history. You don’t
have to be a sports fan or a war-history buff to devour this book—you just have to love great
storytelling.”—Rebecca Skloot, author of The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks
With the government cracking down on border crossers, Heidi must secretly move to West
Berlin with her family--a perlious journey that forces her to overcome her greatest fear.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • This instant classic explores how we can change our
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lives by changing our habits. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The
Wall Street Journal • Financial Times In The Power of Habit, award-winning business reporter
Charles Duhigg takes us to the thrilling edge of scientific discoveries that explain why habits
exist and how they can be changed. Distilling vast amounts of information into engrossing
narratives that take us from the boardrooms of Procter & Gamble to the sidelines of the NFL to
the front lines of the civil rights movement, Duhigg presents a whole new understanding of
human nature and its potential. At its core, The Power of Habit contains an exhilarating
argument: The key to exercising regularly, losing weight, being more productive, and achieving
success is understanding how habits work. As Duhigg shows, by harnessing this new science,
we can transform our businesses, our communities, and our lives. With a new Afterword by the
author “Sharp, provocative, and useful.”—Jim Collins “Few [books] become essential manuals
for business and living. The Power of Habit is an exception. Charles Duhigg not only explains
how habits are formed but how to kick bad ones and hang on to the good.”—Financial Times
“A flat-out great read.”—David Allen, bestselling author of Getting Things Done: The Art of
Stress-Free Productivity “You’ll never look at yourself, your organization, or your world quite
the same way.”—Daniel H. Pink, bestselling author of Drive and A Whole New Mind
“Entertaining . . . enjoyable . . . fascinating . . . a serious look at the science of habit formation
and change.”—The New York Times Book Review
Special edition slipcase edition of John Green's Paper Towns, with pop-up paper town. From
the bestselling author of The Fault in our Stars. Quentin Jacobsen has always loved Margo
Roth Spiegelman, for Margo (and her adventures) are the stuff of legend at their high school.
So when she one day climbs through his window and summons him on an all-night road trip of
Page 17/27

Acces PDF Turning Lessons From Swimming Berlins Lakes
revenge he cannot help but follow. But the next day Margo doesn't come to school and a week
later she is still missing. Q soon learns that there are clues in her disappearance . . . and they
are for him. But as he gets deeper into the mystery - culminating in another awesome road trip
across America - he becomes less sure of who and what he is looking for. Masterfully written
by John Green, this is a thoughtful, insightful and hilarious coming-of-age story.
AN INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER Featured in Entertainment Weekly, People, The Millions,
and USA TODAY “An unforgettable and resplendent novel which will take its place among the
great historical fiction written about World War II.” —Adriana Trigiani, bestselling author of The
Shoemaker's Wife A young girl flees Nazi-occupied Germany with her family and best friend,
only to discover that the overseas refuge they had been promised is an illusion in this
“engrossing and heartbreaking” (Library Journal, starred review) debut novel, perfect for fans
of The Nightingale, Lilac Girls, and We Were the Lucky Ones. Berlin, 1939. Before everything
changed, Hannah Rosenthal lived a charmed life. But now the streets of Berlin are draped in
ominous flags; her family’s fine possessions are hauled away; and they are no longer
welcome in the places they once considered home. A glimmer of hope appears in the shape of
the St. Louis, a transatlantic ocean liner promising Jews safe passage to Cuba. At first, the
liner feels like a luxury, but as they travel, the circumstances of war change, and the ship that
was to be their salvation seems likely to become their doom. New York, 2014. On her twelfth
birthday, Anna Rosen receives a mysterious package from an unknown relative in Cuba, her
great-aunt Hannah. Its contents inspire Anna and her mother to travel to Havana to learn the
truth about their family’s mysterious and tragic past. Weaving dual time frames, and based on
a true story, The German Girl is a beautifully written and deeply poignant story about
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generations of exiles seeking a place to call home.
'The water slips over me like cool silk. The intimacy of touch uninhibited, rising around my legs,
over my waist, up to my collarbone. When I throw back my head and relax, the lake runs into
my ears. The sound of it is a muffled roar, the vibration of the body amplified by water, every
sound felt as if in slow motion . . .' Summer swimming . . . but Jessica Lee - Canadian, Chinese
and British - swims through all four seasons and especially loves the winter. 'I long for the ice.
The sharp cut of freezing water on my feet. The immeasurable black of the lake at its coldest.
Swimming then means cold, and pain, and elation.' At the age of twenty-eight, Jessica Lee,
who grew up in Canada and lived in London, finds herself in Berlin. Alone. Lonely, with lowered
spirits thanks to some family history and a broken heart, she is there, ostensibly, to write a
thesis. And though that is what she does daily, what increasingly occupies her is swimming. So
she makes a decision that she believes will win her back her confidence and independence:
she will swim fifty-two of the lakes around Berlin, no matter what the weather or season. She is
aware that this particular landscape is not without its own ghosts and history. This is the story
of a beautiful obsession: of the thrill of a still, turquoise lake, of cracking the ice before
submerging, of floating under blue skies, of tangled weeds and murkiness, of cool, fresh,
spring swimming - of facing past fears of near drowning and of breaking free. When she
completes her year of swimming Jessica finds she has new strength, and she has also found
friends and has gained some understanding of how the landscape both haunts and holds us.
This book is for everyone who loves swimming, who wishes they could push themselves
beyond caution, who understands the deep pleasure of using their body's strength, who knows
what it is to allow oneself to abandon all thought and float home to the surface.
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"This book covers the U.S. Army's occupation of Berlin from 1945 to 1949. This time
includes the end of WWII up to the end of the Berlin Airlift. Talks about the set up of
occupation by four-power rule."--Provided by publisher
Bestselling and Newbery Medal-winning author Louis Sachar knows how to make
readers laugh. And there are laughs galore in perennial favorite Sideways Stories from
Wayside School, now available for the first time in ebook format! Accidentally built
sideways and standing thirty stories high (the builder said he was very sorry for the
mistake), Wayside School has some of the wackiest classes in town, especially on the
thirtieth floor. That’s where you’ll meet Bebe, the fastest draw in art class; John, who
only reads upside down; Myron, the best class president, ever; and Sammy, the new
kid—he’s a real rat. More than nine million readers have laughed at the wacky stories of
Wayside School. So what are you waiting for? Come visit Wayside School!
“It’s wild writing: sexy, unguarded, raw, and ardent … highly recommended.”—The
Millions After a decade of heavy partying and hard drinking in London, Amy Liptrot
returns home to Orkney, a remote island off the north of Scotland. The Outrun maps
Amy’s inspiring recovery as she walks along windy coasts, swims in icy Atlantic waters,
tracks Orkney’s wildlife, and reconnects with her parents, revisiting and rediscovering
the place that shaped her. A Guardian Best Nonfiction Book of 2016 Sunday Times Top
Ten Bestseller New Statesman Book of the Year
Spanning eight decades and chronicling the wild ride of a Greek-American family
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through the vicissitudes of the twentieth century, Jeffrey Eugenides’ witty, exuberant
novel on one level tells a traditional story about three generations of a fantastic, absurd,
lovable immigrant family -- blessed and cursed with generous doses of tragedy and
high comedy. But there’s a provocative twist. Cal, the narrator -- also Callie -- is a
hermaphrodite. And the explanation for this takes us spooling back in time, through a
breathtaking review of the twentieth century, to 1922, when the Turks sacked Smyrna
and Callie’s grandparents fled for their lives. Back to a tiny village in Asia Minor where
two lovers, and one rare genetic mutation, set our narrator’s life in motion. Middlesex is
a grand, utterly original fable of crossed bloodlines, the intricacies of gender, and the
deep, untidy promptings of desire. It’s a brilliant exploration of divided people, divided
families, divided cities and nations -- the connected halves that make up ourselves and
our world.
Considered by many to be mentally retarded, a brilliant, impatient fifth-grader with
cerebral palsy discovers a technological device that will allow her to speak for the first
time.
Named a Best Book of the Year by The Guardian and NPR “A writer who is gifted not
just with extraordinary talent but also with a subtle, original, and probing mind.” —Amitav
Ghosh In one of the singularly imaginative stories from Kanishk Tharoor’s Swimmer
Among the Stars, despondent diplomats entertain themselves by playing table tennis in
zero gravity—for after rising seas destroy Manhattan, the United Nations moves to an
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orbiting space hotel. In other tales, a team of anthropologists treks to a remote village to
record a language’s last surviving speaker intoning her native tongue; an elephant and
his driver cross the ocean to meet the whims of a Moroccan princess; and Genghis
Khan’s marauding army steadily approaches an unnamed city’s walls. With exuberant
originality and startling vision, Tharoor cuts against the grain of literary convention,
drawing equally from ancient history and current events. His world-spanning stories
speak to contemporary challenges of environmental collapse and cultural appropriation,
but also to the workings of legend and their timeless human truths. Whether
refashioning the romances of Alexander the Great or confronting the plight of today’s
refugees, Tharoor writes with distinctive insight and remarkable assurance. Swimmer
Among the Stars announces the arrival of a vital, enchanting talent.
Price follows the immense success of The Surface of Earth with this vividly evocative
and stylistically impressive stand-alone sequel. "A novel of real emotion, real
connection, real life".--The Boston Globe.
Longlisted for the 2018 Frank Hegyi Award for Emerging Authors “Jessica J. Lee is a
writer of rare and exhilarating grace. In Turning, she sounds the depths of lakes and her
own life, never flinching from darkness, surfacing to fresh understandings of her place
in the welter of natural and human history. A beautiful, moody, bracing debut.” —Kate
Harris, award-winning author of Lands of Lost Borders Through the heat of summer to
the frozen depths of winter, Lee traces her journey swimming through 52 lakes in a
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single year, swimming through fear and heartbreak to find her place in the world
Jessica J. Lee swims through all four seasons and especially loves the winter. "I long
for the ice. The sharp cut of freezing water on my feet. The immeasurable black of the
lake at its coldest. Swimming then means cold, and pain, and elation." At the age of
twenty-eight, Jessica, who grew up in Canada and lived in England, finds herself in
Berlin. Alone. Lonely, with lowered spirits thanks to some family history and a broken
heart, she is there, ostensibly, to write a thesis. And though that is what she does daily,
what increasingly occupies her is swimming. So she makes a decision that she believes
will win her back her confidence and independence: she will swim fifty-two of the lakes
around Berlin, no matter what the weather or season. She is aware that this particular
landscape is not without its own ghosts and history. This is the story of a beautiful
obsession: of the thrill of a still, turquoise lake, of cracking the ice before submerging, of
floating under blue skies, of tangled weeds and murkiness, of cool, fresh, spring
swimming—of facing past fears of near-drowning and of breaking free. When she
completes her year of swimming, Jessica finds she has new strength, and she has also
found friends and has gained some understanding of how the landscape both haunts
and holds us. This book is for everyone who loves swimming, who wishes they could
push themselves beyond caution, who understands the deep pleasure of using the
body's strength, who knows what it is to abandon all thought and float home to the
surface.
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At once inspiring, hilarious, and honest, the new book from Alexandra Heminsley
chronicles her endeavor to tackle a whole new element, and the ensuing
challenges and joys of open water swimming. “It's a meditative act,” they said.
But it was far from meditative for Alexandra Heminsley when yet another wave
slammed into her face. It was survival. When she laced up her shoes in Running
Like a Girl, all she had to do to become a runner was to get out there and run.
But swimming was something else entirely. The water was all-consuming,
confusing her every move, sabotaging every breath. Determined, Alexandra
would learn to adapt, find new strengths, and learn to work with the water. She
does not want to stand on the beach looking at the sea any longer. She wants to
leap in. In doing so she will learn not just how to accept herself, but how to
accept what lay beyond. Soon, she will be able to see water, anywhere in the
world and sense not fear but adventure. She will dive into water as she hopes to
dive into life. And it has nothing to do with being “sporty” or being the correct
shape for a swimsuit. Open water swimming is currently one of the fastest
growing sports in the world, and marathon swimming is the only sport where men
and women do not race in separate categories. The water welcomes all who are
willing and prepared to take part, and as Alexandra shows in her wondrous and
funny book, not knowing how to do something is not necessarily a
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weakness—strength lies within the desire to learn. The time is now to leap in, and
revel in what you thought was beyond you, discovering that it was only ever you
holding you back.
First published: Boston: Wellspring Press, 1974.
Berlin's hip present comes up against the city's dark past in these seven
supernatural tales by the son of the great filmmaker who "shares his father's
curious and mordant wit" (The Financial Times). In these hair-raising stories from
the celebrated filmmaker and author Rudolph Herzog, millennial Berliners
discover that the city is still the home of many unsettled—and deeply
unsettling—ghosts. And those ghosts are not very happy about the newcomers.
Thus the coddled daughter of a rich tech executive finds herself slowly tormented
by the poltergeist of a Weimer-era laborer, and a German intelligence officer
confronts a troll wrecking havoc upon the city's unbuilt airport. An undead Nazi
sympathizer romances a Greek emigre, while Turkish migrants curse the
gentrifiers that have evicted them. Herzog's keen observational eye and acid wit
turn modern city stories into deliciously dark satires that ride the knife-edge of
suspenseful and terrifying.
Combining personal reminiscence with reflections on the history of the place over
the years and through the seasons, for the first time this collection brings
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together writers' impressions of the Pond.
Traces the author's upbringing in a Hasidic community in Brooklyn, describing the
strict rules that governed her life, arranged marriage at the age of seventeen, and
the birth of her son, which led to her plan to leave and forge her own path in life.
“Open Water is tender poetry, a love song to Black art and thought, an
exploration of intimacy and vulnerability between two young artists learning to be
soft with each other in a world that hardens against Black people.”—Yaa Gyasi,
author of HOMEGOING In a crowded London pub, two young people meet. Both
are Black British, both won scholarships to private schools where they struggled
to belong, both are now artists—he a photographer, she a dancer—and both are
trying to make their mark in a world that by turns celebrates and rejects them.
Tentatively, tenderly, they fall in love. But two people who seem destined to be
together can still be torn apart by fear and violence, and over the course of a year
they find their relationship tested by forces beyond their control. Narrated with
deep intimacy, Open Water is at once an achingly beautiful love story and a
potent insight into race and masculinity that asks what it means to be a person in
a world that sees you only as a Black body; to be vulnerable when you are only
respected for strength; to find safety in love, only to lose it. With gorgeous, soulful
intensity, and blistering emotional intelligence, Caleb Azumah Nelson gives a
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profoundly sensitive portrait of romantic love in all its feverish waves and
comforting beauty. This is one of the most essential debut novels of recent years,
heralding the arrival of a stellar and prodigious young talent.
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