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When it comes to Confederate monuments, there is no
common ground. Polarizing debates over their meaning have
intensified into legislative maneuvering to preserve the
statues, legal battles to remove them, and rowdy crowds
taking matters into their own hands. These conflicts have
raged for well over a century--but they've never been as
intense as they are today. In this eye-opening narrative of the
efforts to raise, preserve, protest, and remove Confederate
monuments, Karen L. Cox depicts what these statues meant
to those who erected them and how a movement arose to
force a reckoning. She lucidly shows the forces that drove
white southerners to construct beacons of white supremacy,
as well as the ways that antimonument sentiment, largely
stifled during the Jim Crow era, returned with the civil rights
movement and gathered momentum in the decades after the
Voting Rights Act of 1965. Monument defenders responded
with gerrymandering and "heritage" laws intended to block
efforts to remove these statues, but hard as they worked to
preserve the Lost Cause vision of southern history, civil rights
activists, Black elected officials, and movements of ordinary
people fought harder to take the story back. Timely,
accessible, and essential, No Common Ground is the story of
the seemingly invincible stone sentinels that are just
beginning to fall from their pedestals.
A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice "Extremely
wide-ranging and well researched . . . In a tradition of protest
literature rooted more in William Blake than in Marx." --Adam
Gopnik, The New Yorker The epic story of how coffee
connected and divided the modern world Coffee is an
indispensable part of daily life for billions of people around the
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world. But few coffee drinkers know this story. It centers on
the volcanic highlands of El Salvador, where James Hill, born
in the slums of Manchester, England, founded one of the
world's great coffee dynasties at the turn of the twentieth
century. Adapting the innovations of the Industrial Revolution
to plantation agriculture, Hill helped turn El Salvador into
perhaps the most intensive monoculture in modern history--a
place of extraordinary productivity, inequality, and violence. In
the process, both El Salvador and the United States earned
the nickname "Coffeeland," but for starkly different reasons,
and with consequences that reach into the present. Provoking
a reconsideration of what it means to be connected to
faraway people and places, Coffeeland tells the hidden and
surprising story of one of the most valuable commodities in
the history of global capitalism.
A history of coffee from the sixth century to Starbucks that’s
“good to the last sentence” (Las Cruces Sun News). One of
Library Journal’s “Best Business Books” This updated
edition of The Coffee Book is jammed full of facts, figures,
cartoons, and commentary covering coffee from its first use in
Ethiopia in the sixth century to the rise of Starbucks and the
emergence of Fair Trade coffee in the twenty-first. The book
explores the process of cultivation, harvesting, and roasting
from bean to cup; surveys the social history of café society
from the first coffeehouses in Constantinople to beatnik
havens in Berkeley and Greenwich Village; and tells the
dramatic tale of high-stakes international trade and
speculation for a product that can make or break entire
national economies. It also examines the industry’s major
players, revealing the damage that’s been done to farmers,
laborers, and the environment by mass cultivation—and
explores the growing “conscious coffee” market. “Drawing
on sources ranging from Molière and beatnik cartoonists to
the Food and Agriculture Organization, the authors describe
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the beverage’s long and colorful rise to ubiquity.” —The
Economist “Most stimulating.” —The Baltimore Sun
Allen's insatiable, unquenchable curiosity drives him to
explore coffee's catalytic effect upon world empires and
mankind itself.
Essays by revisionist historians, scientists, and cultural critics
explore the connection between nature and American culture,
analyzing how it is packaged and presented at places such
as Sea World and the Nature Company stores
The history of coffee is much more than the tale of one
nonessential good--it is a lens through which to consider
various strands of world history, from food and foodways to
religion and economics and sociocultural history. A Rich and
Tantalizing Brew traces the history of the coffee bean,
beginning with its cultivation and brewing as a private
pleasure in the highlands of Ethiopia and Yemen before its
emergence as a common comfort, first in the Muslim world,
then across the Mediterranean to Italy, other parts of Europe,
and beyond to India and the Americas. At each of these stops
the brew gathered ardent aficionados and vocal critics, all the
while reshaping the social landscape. Taking its
conversational tone from the chats often held over a steaming
cup, A Rich and Tantalizing Brew offers a critical and
entertaining look at how this bitter beverage, with a little help
from the tastes that traveled with it--chocolate, tea, and
sugar--has connected people to each other both within and
outside of their typical circles, inspiring a new context for
sharing news, conducting business affairs, and even plotting
revolution.
Graphic Novel. You've read the 5-star reviews-now read the
book! Writer Troy Hickman welcomes you to Common
Grounds, where superheroes and villains kick back in their offhours. A total of 13 tales of triumph and tragedy are lavishly
illustrated by a galaxy of star artists!
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Showcasing some of the latest and most interesting work in
Australia on gender and crosscultural history, this unique
collection offers a diverse group of essays about the complex
roles white women played in Australian Indigenous histories.

"A ... story about a woman caught between many
truths. An interpreter has come to The Hague to
escape New York and work at the International
Court. A woman of many languages and identities,
she is looking for a place to finally call home. She's
drawn into simmering personal dramas: her lover,
Adriaan, is separated from his wife but still entangled
in his marriage. Her friend Jana witnesses a
seemingly random act of violence, a crime the
interpreter becomes increasingly obsessed with as
she befriends the victim's sister. And she's pulled
into explosive political fires: her work interpreting for
a former president accused of war crimes becomes
precarious as their relationship is unbound by
shifting language and meaning. This woman is the
voice in the ear of many, but what command does
that give her, and how vulnerable does that leave
her? Her coolly impassioned views on power, love,
and violence, are tested, both in her personal
intimacies and in her role at the Court. She is soon
pushed to the precipice, where betrayal and
heartbreak threaten to overwhelm her; it is her drive
towards truth, and love, that throws into stark relief
what she wants from her life"-‘I doubt whether any book of greater importance will
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be published in 1997.’ Anthony Storr, The Times.
A five-hundred-year history of coffee draws on
sources in alchemy, anthropology, politics, and other
disciplines to document coffee's identity as one of
the most valuable legally traded commodities in the
world, tracing its origins in fifteenth-century East
Africa, its rise as an imperial consumer product, its
role in commercialism and social disruption, and
more. 15,000 first printing.
From the creator of the popular website Ask a
Manager and New York’s work-advice columnist
comes a witty, practical guide to 200 difficult
professional conversations—featuring all-new advice!
There’s a reason Alison Green has been called “the
Dear Abby of the work world.” Ten years as a
workplace-advice columnist have taught her that
people avoid awkward conversations in the office
because they simply don’t know what to say.
Thankfully, Green does—and in this incredibly helpful
book, she tackles the tough discussions you may
need to have during your career. You’ll learn what to
say when • coworkers push their work on you—then
take credit for it • you accidentally trash-talk
someone in an email then hit “reply all” • you’re
being micromanaged—or not being managed at all •
you catch a colleague in a lie • your boss seems
unhappy with your work • your cubemate’s loud
speakerphone is making you homicidal • you got
drunk at the holiday party Praise for Ask a Manager
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“A must-read for anyone who works . . . [Alison
Green’s] advice boils down to the idea that you
should be professional (even when others are not)
and that communicating in a straightforward manner
with candor and kindness will get you far, no matter
where you work.”—Booklist (starred review) “The
author’s friendly, warm, no-nonsense writing is a
pleasure to read, and her advice can be widely
applied to relationships in all areas of readers’ lives.
Ideal for anyone new to the job market or new to
management, or anyone hoping to improve their
work experience.”—Library Journal (starred review)
“I am a huge fan of Alison Green’s Ask a Manager
column. This book is even better. It teaches us how
to deal with many of the most vexing big and little
problems in our workplaces—and to do so with grace,
confidence, and a sense of humor.”—Robert Sutton,
Stanford professor and author of The No Asshole
Rule and The Asshole Survival Guide “Ask a
Manager is the ultimate playbook for navigating the
traditional workforce in a diplomatic but firm
way.”—Erin Lowry, author of Broke Millennial: Stop
Scraping By and Get Your Financial Life Together
STARBUCKED will be the first book to explore the
incredible rise of the Starbucks Corporation and the
caffeine-crazy culture that fueled its success. Part
Fast Food Nation, part Bobos in Paradise,
STARBUCKED combines investigative heft with witty
cultural observation in telling the story of how the
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coffeehouse movement changed our everyday lives,
from our evolving neighborhoods and workplaces to
the ways we shop, socialize, and self-medicate. In
STARBUCKED, Taylor Clark provides an objective,
meticulously reported look at the volatile issues like
gentrification and fair trade that distress activists and
coffee zealots alike. Through a cast of characters
that includes coffee-wild hippies, business sharks,
slackers, Hollywood trendsetters and more,
STARBUCKED explores how America transformed
into a nation of coffee gourmets in only a few years,
how Starbucks manipulates psyches and social
habits to snare loyal customers, and why many of
the things we think we know about the coffee
commodity chain are false.
Focusing on the years 1930 to 1960, this book
reassesses the relationship between siting and
construction. It argues that the the interplay of
technology and topography was paramount.
From one of England's most celebrated writers, a
funny and superbly observed novella about the
Queen of England and the subversive power of
reading When her corgis stray into a mobile library
parked near Buckingham Palace, the Queen feels
duty-bound to borrow a book. Discovering the joy of
reading widely (from J. R. Ackerley, Jean Genet, and
Ivy Compton-Burnett to the classics) and
intelligently, she finds that her view of the world
changes dramatically. Abetted in her newfound
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obsession by Norman, a young man from the royal
kitchens, the Queen comes to question the
prescribed order of the world and loses patience with
the routines of her role as monarch. Her new
passion for reading initially alarms the palace staff
and soon leads to surprising and very funny
consequences for the country at large. With the
poignant and mischievous wit of The History Boys,
England's best loved author Alan Bennett revels in
the power of literature to change even the most
uncommon reader's life.
Winner of the Southern Anthropological Society's
prestigious James Mooney Award, Uncommon
Ground takes a unique archaeological approach to
examining early African American life. Ferguson
shows how black pioneers worked within the bars of
bondage to shape their distinct identity and lay a rich
foundation for the multicultural adjustments that
became colonial America.Through pre-Revolutionary
period artifacts gathered from plantations and urban
slave communities, Ferguson integrates folklore,
history, and research to reveal how these enslaved
people actually lived. Impeccably researched and
beautifully written.
Uncommon GroundsThe History of Coffee and How It
Transformed Our WorldBasic Books
A few years ago, Marta Zaraska's mother decided to go
vegetarian after stumbling upon an article on the health risks
of eating meat. Her resolve lasted about a fortnight before the
juicy hams and the creamy pâtés began creeping back into
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her refrigerator. Prodded to explain her lapse, she replied, “I
like meat, I eat it, end of story.” Many of us have had a
similar experience. What makes us crave animal protein, and
what makes it so hard to give up? And if all the studies are
correct, and consuming meat is truly unhealthy for us, why
didn't evolution turn us all into vegetarians in the first place?
In Meathooked, Zaraska explores what she calls the “meat
puzzle”: our love of meat, despite its harmful effects.
Scientific journals overflow with reports of red meat raising
the risk of certain cancers; each hamburger contributes as
much to global warming as does driving a car 320 miles; and
the horrors of industrial meat production are now well-known.
None of these facts have prompted us to give up our
hamburgers and steaks. On the contrary, meat consumption
has only increased over the past decades. Taking the reader
to India's unusual steakhouses, animal sacrifices at temples
in Benin, and labs in Pennsylvania where meat is being
grown in petri dishes, Zaraska examines the history and
future of meat and meat-eating, showing that while our
increasing consumption of meat can be attributed in part to
the power of the meat industry and the policies of our
governments, the main “hooks” that keep us addicted to
meat are much older: genes and culture. An original and
thought-provoking exploration of carnivorousness,
Meathooked explains one of the most enduring features of
human civilization—and why meat-eating will continue to
shape our bodies and our world into the foreseeable future.
Traces the evolution of Coca-Cola from its quiet beginnings to
the influential giant of today, and includes trivia facts,
company lore, and stories of Coca-Cola's "secret formula."
Presents a controversial history of violence which argues that
today's world is the most peaceful time in human existence,
drawing on psychological insights into intrinsic values that are
causing people to condemn violence as an acceptable
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measure.
This lengthy volume includes color illustrations of coffee
plants and covers topics from coffee history in Western
Europe and London coffee houses to the chemistry of the
coffee bean.
In this groundbreaking book, a range of internationally
renowned and emerging academics, writers, artists, curators,
activists and filmmakers critically reflect on the ways in which
visual culture has appropriated and developed new media
across North Africa and the Middle East. Examining the
opportunities presented by the real-time generation of new,
relatively unregulated content online, Uncommon Grounds
evaluates the prominent role that new media has come to
play in artistic practices - and social movements - in the Arab
world today. Analysing alternative forms of creating,
broadcasting, publishing, distributing and consuming digital
images, this book also enquires into a broader global
concern: does new media offer a 'democratisation' of - and a
productive engagement with - visual culture, or merely
capitalise upon the effect of immediacy at the expense of
depth?Featuring full-colour artists' inserts, this is the first book
to extensively explore the degree to which the grassroots
popularity of Twitter and Facebook has been co-opted into
mainstream media, institutional and curatorial
characterisations of 'revolution' - and whether artists should
be wary of perpetuating the rhetoric and spectacle
surrounding political events. In the process, Uncommon
Grounds reveals how contemporary art practices actively
negotiate present-day notions of community-based activism,
artistic agency and political engagement.
A richly detailed chronicle of the history of pepper describes
its role in bringing Westerners to Asia, tracing the
extraordinary voyages, exotic adventures and brutal violence
that marked its early trade. 35,000 first printing.
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“An engrossing story of audacious entrepreneurism and bigindustry disruption, [this] is a tale for our times.” —Charles
Duhigg, author of Smarter Faster Better An investigative look
into a beloved, disruptive, notorious start-up This is the
remarkable behind-the-scenes story of the creation and
growth of Airbnb, the online lodging platform that is now the
largest provider of accommodations in the world. At first just
the wacky idea of cofounders Brian Chesky, Joe Gebbia, and
Nathan Blecharczyk, Airbnb has become indispensable to
millions of hosts and travelers around the world. Fortune
editor Leigh Gallagher presents the first nuanced, in-depth
look at the Airbnb phenomenon—the successes and
controversies alike—and takes us behind the scenes as the
company’s young CEO steers into increasingly uncharted
waters. “A fast-paced, fun dive into one of the seminal firms
of our time; through the tale of Airbnb, Leigh Gallagher shows
us how the sharing economy can be a force for emotional
connection—as well as for social and business disruption.”
—Rana Foroohar, Financial Times columnist and CNN global
economic analyst

"Imprisoned in a remote Turkish prison camp during
World War I, having survived a two-month forced march
and a terrifying shootout in the desert, two British
officers, Harry Jones and Cedric Hill, join forces to
bamboozle their iron-fisted captors"-An acclaimed book and widely acknowledged classic,
The Middle Ground steps outside the simple stories of
Indian-white relations - stories of conquest and
assimilation and stories of cultural persistence. It is,
instead, about a search for accommodation and common
meaning. It tells how Europeans and Indians met,
regarding each other as alien, as other, as virtually
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nonhuman, and how between 1650 and 1815 they
constructed a common, mutually comprehensible world
in the region around the Great Lakes that the French
called pays d'en haut. Here the older worlds of the
Algonquians and of various Europeans overlapped, and
their mixture created new systems of meaning and of
exchange. Finally, the book tells of the breakdown of
accommodation and common meanings and the recreation of the Indians as alien and exotic. First
published in 1991, the 20th anniversary edition includes
a new preface by the author examining the impact and
legacy of this study.
Uncommon Grounds tells the story of coffee from its
discovery on a hill in ancient Abyssinia to the advent of
Starbucks. In this updated edition of the classic work,
Mark Pendergrast reviews the dramatic changes in
coffee culture over the past decade, from the disastrous
“Coffee Crisis” that caused global prices to plummet to
the rise of the Fair Trade movement and the “thirdwave” of quality-obsessed coffee connoisseurs. As the
scope of coffee culture continues to expand, Uncommon
Grounds remains more than ever a brilliantly entertaining
guide to the currents of one of the world's favorite
beverages.
A history of the elite medical corps at the forefront of the
world's most dangerous epidemics cites their victories
over such diseases as polio, cholera and smallpox,
tracing their international expansion and present-day
battles against such health risks as smoking, obesity and
gun violence.
Based on the provocative and popular New York Times
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op–ed, this memoir alternates between the examination
of a working–class upbringing and a cultural analysis of
the historical, psychological, and sociological sources
that make up the roots of toxic masculinity and its impact
on society. As progressivism changes American society,
and globalism shifts labor away from traditional
manufacturing, the roles that have been prescribed to
men since the Industrial Revolution have been rendered
obsolete. Donald Trump's campaign successfully
leveraged male resentment and entitlement, and now,
with Trump as president and the rise of the #MeToo
movement, it’s clear that our current definitions of
masculinity are outdated and even dangerous. Deeply
personal and thoroughly researched, the author of The
People Are Going to Rise Like the Waters Upon Your
Shore has turned his keen eye to our current crisis of
masculinity using his upbringing in rural Indiana to
examine the personal and societal dangers of the
patriarchy. The Man They Wanted Me to Be examines
how we teach boys what’s expected of men in America,
and the long–term effects of that socialization?which
include depression, shorter lives, misogyny, and suicide.
Sexton turns his keen eye to the establishment of the
racist patriarchal structure which has favored white men,
and investigates the personal and societal dangers of
such outdated definitions of manhood. "By carefully and
soberly examining his own story, Sexton deconstructs
American life and gives many examples of how
pervasive toxic masculinity is in our culture." ?Henry
Rollins, Los Angeles Times "This book is critically
important to our historical moment . . . Crackles with
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intensity and absolutely refuses to allow the reader to
look away for even a moment from the blight that toxic
masculinity in America has wrought." ?Nicholas
Cannariato, NPR
What we can learn from Atlanta's struggle to reinvent
itself in the 21st Century Atlanta is on the verge of
tremendous rebirth-or inexorable decline. A kind of Petri
dish for cities struggling to reinvent themselves, Atlanta
has the highest income inequality in the country,
gridlocked highways, suburban sprawl, and a history of
racial injustice. Yet it is also an energetic, brash young
city that prides itself on pragmatic solutions. Today, the
most promising catalyst for the city's rebirth is the
BeltLine, which the New York Times described as "a
staggeringly ambitious engine of urban revitalization." A
long-term project that is cutting through forty-five
neighborhoods ranging from affluent to impoverished,
the BeltLine will complete a twenty-two-mile loop
encircling downtown, transforming a massive ring of
mostly defunct railways into a series of stunning parks
connected by trails and streetcars. Acclaimed author
Mark Pendergrast presents a deeply researched, multifaceted, up-to-the-minute history of the biggest city in
America's Southeast, using the BeltLine saga to explore
issues of race, education, public health, transportation,
business, philanthropy, urban planning, religion, politics,
and community. An inspiring narrative of ordinary
Americans taking charge of their local communities, City
of the Verge provides a model for how cities across the
country can reinvent themselves.
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, the National Book Critics
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Circle Award, the Robert F. Kennedy Book Award, and
the American Book Award, the bestselling Common
Ground is much more than the story of the busing crisis
in Boston as told through the experiences of three
families. As Studs Terkel remarked, it's "gripping,
indelible...a truth about all large American cities." "An
epic of American city life...a story of such hypnotic
specificity that we re-experience all the shades of hope
and anger, pity and fear that living anywhere in late 20thcentury America has inevitably provoked." —Christopher
Lehmann-Haupt, The New York Times
"Enchanting . . . An absorbing narrative of politics,
ecology, and economics."--New York Times Book
Review (Editor's Choice) Located between the Great Rift
Valley and the Nile, the cloud forests in southwestern
Ethiopia are the original home of Arabica, the most
prevalent and superior of the two main species of coffee
being cultivated today. Virtually unknown to European
explorers, the Kafa region was essentially off-limits to
foreigners well into the twentieth century, which allowed
the world's original coffee culture to develop in virtual
isolation in the forests where the Kafa people continue to
forage for wild coffee berries. Deftly blending in the long,
fascinating history of our favorite drink, award-winning
author Jeff Koehler takes readers from these forest
beginnings along the spectacular journey of its spread
around the globe. With cafés on virtually every corner of
every town in the world, coffee has never been so
popular--nor tasted so good. Yet diseases and climate
change are battering production in Latin America, where
85 percent of Arabica grows. As the industry tries to
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safeguard the species' future, breeders are returning to
the original coffee forests, which are under threat and
swiftly shrinking. "The forests around Kafa are not
important just because they are the origin of a drink that
means so much to so many," writes Koehler. "They are
important because deep in their shady understory lies a
key to saving the faltering coffee industry. They hold not
just the past but also the future of coffee." "A must-read
for coffee enthusiasts."--Smithsonian (Best of the Year)
"Reads like an engaging multimystery detective
novel."--Wall Street Journal "Fascinating . . . How a local
crop transformed into a global commodity."--Real Simple
(Best of the Month) Coffee is one of the largest and most
valuable commodities in the world. This is the story of its
origins, its history, and the threat to its future, by the
IACP Award–winning author of Darjeeling.
Bestselling author Timothy Keller and legal scholar John
Inazu bring together a thrilling range of artists, thinkers,
and leaders to provide a guide to faithful living in a
pluralistic, fractured world. How can Christians today
interact with those around them in a way that shows
respect to those whose beliefs are radically different but
that also remains faithful to the gospel? Timothy Keller
and John Inazu bring together illuminating stories--their
own and from others--to answer this vital question.
Uncommon Ground gathers an array of perspectives
from people thinking deeply and working daily to live with
humility, patience, and tolerance in our time. Contributors
include: Lecrae Tish Harrison Warren Kristen Deede
Johnson Claude Richard Alexander Shirley Hoogstra
Sara Groves Rudy Carrasco Trillia Newbell Tom Lin
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Warren Kinghorn Providing varied and enlightening
approaches to reaching faithfully across deep and often
painful differences, Uncommon Ground shows us how to
live with confidence, joy, and hope in a complex and
fragmented age.
The worldwide bestseller - 1/4 million copies sold
'Written by a World Barista Champion and co-founder of
the great Square Mile roasters in London, this had a lot
to live up to and it certainly does. Highly recommended
for anyone into their coffee and interested in finding out
more about how it's grown, processed and roasted.'
(Amazon customer) 'Whether you are an industry
professional, a home enthusiast or anything in between, I
truly believe this is a MUST read.' (Amazon customer)
'Informative, well-written and well presented. Coffee
table and reference book - a winner' (Amazon customer)
'Very impressive. It's amazing how much territory is
covered without overwhelming the reader. The abundant
photos and images are absolutely coffee-table-worthy,
but this book is so much more. I think it would be
enjoyable for an obsessed coffee geek or someone who
just enjoys their java.' (Amazon customer) For everyone
who wants to understand more about coffee and its
wonderful nuances and possibilities, this is the book to
have. Coffee has never been better, or more interesting,
than it is today. Coffee producers have access to more
varieties and techniques than ever before and we, as
consumers, can share in that expertise to make sure the
coffee we drink is the best we can find. Where coffee
comes from, how it was harvested, the roasting process
and the water used to make the brew are just a few of
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the factors that influence the taste of what we drink.
Champion barista and coffee expert James Hoffmann
examines these key factors, looking at varieties of
coffee, the influence of terroir, how it is harvested and
processed, the roasting methods used, through to the
way in which the beans are brewed. Country by country from Bolivia to Zambia - he then identifies key
characteristics and the methods that determine the
quality of that country's output. Along the way we learn
about everything from the development of the espresso
machine, to why strength guides on supermarket coffee
are really not good news. This is the first book to chart
the coffee production of over 35 countries,
encompassing knowledge never previously published
outside the coffee industry.
Most of us can’t make it through morning without our
cup (or cups) of joe, and we’re not alone. Coffee is a
global beverage: it’s grown commercially on four
continents and consumed enthusiastically on all
seven—and there is even an Italian espresso machine on
the International Space Station. Coffee’s journey has
taken it from the forests of Ethiopia to the fincas of Latin
America, from Ottoman coffee houses to “Third Wave”
cafés, and from the simple coffee pot to the capsule
machine. In Coffee: A Global History, Jonathan Morris
explains both how the world acquired a taste for this
humble bean, and why the beverage tastes so differently
throughout the world. Sifting through the grounds of
coffee history, Morris discusses the diverse cast of
caffeinated characters who drank coffee, why and where
they did so, as well as how it was prepared and what it
Page 18/21

Read Online Uncommon Grounds The History Of
Coffee And How It
tasted like. He identifies the regions and ways in which
coffee has been grown, who worked the farms and who
owned them, and how the beans were processed,
traded, and transported. Morris also explores the
businesses behind coffee—the brokers, roasters, and
machine manufacturers—and dissects the geopolitics
linking producers to consumers. Written in a style as
invigorating as that first cup of Java, and featuring
fantastic recipes, images, stories, and surprising facts,
Coffee will fascinate foodies, food historians, baristas,
and the many people who regard this ancient brew as a
staple of modern life.
The definitive history of the world's most popular drug
Uncommon Grounds tells the story of coffee from its
discovery on a hill in ancient Abyssinia to the advent of
Starbucks. Mark Pendergrast reviews the dramatic
changes in coffee culture over the past decade, from the
disastrous "Coffee Crisis" that caused global prices to
plummet to the rise of the Fair Trade movement and the
"third-wave" of quality-obsessed coffee connoisseurs. As
the scope of coffee culture continues to expand,
Uncommon Grounds remains more than ever a brilliantly
entertaining guide to the currents of one of the world's
favorite beverages.
In her delightful debut, Balzo puts a 21st-century spin on
the traditional cozy, replacing tea with coffee as the
comfort beverage of choice. Maggy Thorsen, a divorcée
whose husband left her for his 24-year-old dental
hygienist, and two women friends are eager to open a
coffee shop, Uncommon Grounds, in the small
Wisconsin town of Brookhills, whose inhabitants include
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such recognizable types as the local gossip and tennis
moms. In a world where Starbuck's and other chains are
ubiquitous, Maggy and her friends have their work cut
out for them. The challenge becomes even greater when
Maggy discovers the body of one of her partners,
Patricia Harper, on the floor of their coffee shop.
Determined to find out who killed Patricia and why,
Maggy delves into the mystery with a sense of humor
that would make Miss Marple smile. In her search for the
truth, she works with, and sometimes against, the new
and unpredictable county sheriff, Jake Pavlik—and
uncovers at considerable personal risk the secrets of
some of the town's most prominent citizens. Readers will
want to curl up with this winner with a cappuccino or
maybe even a Viennese cinnamon latte. Copyright ©
Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier
Inc. All rights reserved. "...as wonderfully rich and
sharply written as anything going. What moves Balzo's
book high above other writers is a sharp and often
amusing skill that convinces us that this is real life and
that it matters." –Chicago Tribune
Of all human inventions, the mirror is perhaps the one
most closely connected to our own consciousness. As
our first technology for contemplation of the self, the
mirror is arguably as important an invention as the
wheel. Mirror Mirror is the fascinating story of the mirror's
invention, refinement, and use in an astonishing range of
human activities -- from the fantastic mirrored rooms that
wealthy Romans created for their orgies to the mirror's
key role in the use and understanding of light.
Pendergrast spins tales of the 2,500year mystery of
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whether Archimedes and his "burning mirror" really set
faraway Roman ships on fire; the medieval Venetian
glassmakers, who perfected the technique of making
large, flat mirrors from clear glass and for whom any
attempt to leave their cloistered island was punishable by
death; Isaac Newton, whose experiments with sunlight
on mirrors once left him blinded for three days; the artist
David Hockney, who holds controversial ideas about
Renaissance artists and their use of optical devices; and
George Ellery Hale, the manic-depressive astronomer
and telescope enthusiast who inspired (and gave his
name to) the twentieth century's largest ground-based
telescope. Like mirrors themselves, Mirror Mirror is a
book of endless wonder and fascination.
From the New York Times best-selling author of Cod and
Salt, a definitive history of paper and the astonishing
ways it has shaped today’s world. Paper is one of the
simplest and most essential pieces of human technology.
For the past two millennia, the ability to produce it in ever
more efficient ways has supported the proliferation of
literacy, media, religion, education, commerce, and art; it
has formed the foundation of civilizations, promoting
revolutions and restoring stability. By tracing paper’s
evolution from antiquity to the present, with an emphasis
on the contributions made in Asia and the Middle East,
Mark Kurlansky challenges common assumptions about
technology’s influence, affirming that paper is here to
stay. Paper will be the commodity history that guides us
forward in the twenty-first century and illuminates our
times.
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