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An eminent, ageing Australian writer is invited to contribute to a book entitled Strong Opinions.
For him, troubled by Australia's complicity in the wars in the Middle East, it is a chance to air
some urgent concerns: how should a citizen of a modern democracy react to their state's
involvement in an immoral war on terror, a war that involves the use of torture? Then in the
laundry room of his apartment block he encounters an alluring young woman. He offers her
work typing up his manuscript. Anya is not interested in politics, but the job will be a welcome
distraction, as will the writer's evident attraction towards her. Her boyfriend, Alan, is an
investment consultant who understands the world in harsh economic terms. Suspicious of his
trophy girlfriend's new pastime, Alan begins to formulate a plan...
A modern classic by Nobel Laureate J. M. Coetzee, now a major motion picture starring Robert
Pattinson and Johnny Depp For decades the Magistrate has run the affairs of a tiny frontier
settlement, ignoring the impending war between the barbarians and the Empire whose servant
he is. When interrogation experts arrive, however, he finds himself jolted into sympathy with
their victims—until their barbarous treatment of prisoners of war finally pushes him into a
quixotic act of rebellion, and thus into imprisonment as an enemy of the state. Waiting for the
Barbarians, J. M. Coetzee’s third novel, which won the James Tate Black Memorial Prize, is
an allegory of the war between oppressor and oppressed. The Magistrate is not simply a man
living through a crisis of conscience in an obscure place in remote times; his situation is that of
all men living in unbearable complicity with regimes that elevate their own survival above
justice and decency.
Barbarism and civilization form one of the oldest and most rigid oppositions in Western history.
According to this dichotomy, barbarism functions as the negative standard through which
"civilization" fosters its self-definition and superiority by labeling others "barbarians." Since the
1990s, and especially since 9/11, these terms have become increasingly popular in Western
political and cultural rhetoric—a rhetoric that divides the world into forces of good and evil. This
study intervenes in this recent trend and interrogates contemporary and historical uses of
barbarism, arguing that barbarism also has a disruptive, insurgent potential. Boletsi recasts
barbarism as a productive concept, finding that it is a common thread in works of literature, art,
and theory. By dislodging barbarism from its conventional contexts, this book reclaims
barbarism's edge and proposes it as a useful theoretical tool.
"J.M. Coetzee's vision goes to the nerve center of being."—Nadine Gordimer J.M. Coetzee's
latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus, is now available from Viking. Late Essays: 2006-2017
will be available January 2018. A shattering pair of novellas in the tradition of Conrad's Heart of
Darkness, Dusklands probes the links between the powerful and the powerless. "Vietnam
Project" is narrated by a researcher investigating the effectiveness of United States
propaganda and psychological warfare in Vietnam. The question of power is also explored in
"The Narrative of Jacobus Coetzee," the story of an eighteenth-century Boer frontiersman who
vows revenge on the Hottentot natives because they have failed to treat him with the respect
that he thinks a white man deserves. With striking intensity, J. M. Coetzee penetrates the
twilight land of obsession, charting the nature on colonization as it seeks, in 1970 as in 1760,
to absorb the wilds into the Western dusklands.
Written in clear, jargon-free prose, this introductory text charts the variety of novel writing in
English in the second half of the twentieth century. An engaging introduction to the Englishlanguage novel from 1950-2000 (exclusive of the US). Provides students both with strategies
for interpretation and with fresh readings of selected seminal texts. Maps out the most
important contexts and concepts for understanding this fiction. Features readings of ten
influential English-language novels including Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale, Kazuo
Ishiguro’s Remains of the Day and Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart.
Page 1/9

Get Free Waiting For The Barbarians Jm Coetzee
Unlock the more straightforward side of Waiting for the Barbarians with this concise and
insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Waiting for
the Barbarians by J. M. Coetzee, a thought-provoking novel which examines and questions the
legitimacy of colonialism through the eyes of its protagonist, an unnamed Magistrate who
governs a province that borders lands inhabited by a population of so-called barbarians.
Through a series of encounters with both imperial soldiers and barbarians from the lands
beyond the border, the Magistrate’s outlook, social standing and life are drastically and
irreversibly altered. J. M. Coetzee is widely considered one of the most significant Englishlanguage authors currently active. He was born in South Africa but was granted Australian
citizenship in 2006, and has won a variety of highly coveted literary awards, including the
Nobel Prize in Literature. However, very little is known about his personal life, as he is an
extremely private individual. Find out everything you need to know about Waiting for the
Barbarians in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A
complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for further
reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our
publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise
style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary
knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!
J.M. Coetzee's latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus, is now available from Viking. Late
Essays: 2006-2016 will be available January 2018. In the fall of 1869 Fyodor Mikhailovich
Dostoevsky, lately a resident of Germany, is summoned back to St. Petersburg by the sudden
death of his stepson, Pavel. Half crazed with grief, stricken by epileptic seizures, and erotically
obsessed with his stepson's landlady, Dostoevsky is nevertheless intent on unraveling the
enigma of Pavel's life. Was the boy a suicide or a murder victim? Did he love his stepfather or
despise him? Was he a disciple of the revolutionary Nechaev, who even now is somewhere in
St. Petersburg pursuing a dream of apocalyptic violence? As he follows his stepson's
ghost—and becomes enmeshed in the same demonic conspiracies that claimed the
boy—Dostoevsky emerges as a figure of unfathomable contradictions: naive and calculating,
compassionate and cruel, pious and unspeakably perverse.
A modern classic by Nobel Laureate J.M. Coetzee Waiting for the Barbarians centers on the
crisis of the conscience of the Magistrate a loyal servant of the Empire working in a tiny frontier
town, doing his best to ignore an inevitable war with the "barbarians." After he witnesses the
cruel and unjust treatment of prisoners of war, he reconsiders his role in the regime and carries
out a quixotic act of rebellion. "The Good Story"by J.M. Coetzee and Arabella Kurtz is coming
from Viking Books onSeptember 29, 2015"

A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF 2020 After The Childhood of Jesus and
The Schooldays of Jesus, the Nobel Prize-winning author completes his haunting
trilogy with a new masterwork, The Death of Jesus In Estrella, David has grown to be a
tall ten-year-old who is a natural at soccer, and loves kicking a ball around with his
friends. His father Simón and Bolívar the dog usually watch while his mother Inés now
works in a fashion boutique. David still asks many questions, challenging his parents,
and any authority figure in his life. In dancing class at the Academy of Music he dances
as he chooses. He refuses to do sums and will not read any books except Don Quixote.
One day Julio Fabricante, the director of a nearby orphanage, invites David and his
friends to form a proper soccer team. David decides he will leave Simón and Inés to live
with Julio, but before long he succumbs to a mysterious illness. In The Death of Jesus,
J. M. Coetzee continues to explore the meaning of a world empty of memory but
brimming with questions.
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Four modern classics by the great South African writer, J. M. Coetzee, re-released with
stylish new covers and accompanied by introductions from some of Australia’s
brightest writing talents
Examines exploration, geographical discoveries, and colonization in the works of
authors ranging from Homer through Bartolomâe de las Casas and Shakespeare to
Wole Soyinka, Pablo Neruda, and Maxine Hong Kingston.
Arguably the most decorated and critically acclaimed writer of today, J. M. Coetzee is a
deeply intellectual writer. Yet while just about everyone who comes to Coetzee's writing
is aware that the visible superstructure of his works is moved from below by a vast
substructure of ideas, we are still far from grasping Coetzee's intellectual allegiances as
a whole. This book sets out to examine these allegiances in ways not attempted before,
by bringing leading figures in the philosophy of literary fiction and ethics together with
leading Coetzee scholars. The book is organized into three parts: the first part
evaluates Coetzee with respect to notions of truth and justification. At issue is how the
reader is to understand the ground on which Coetzee builds his ethical commitments.
The second part considers the problem of language, in which ethics is rooted and on
which it depends. The chapters of the third part position Coetzee's writing with respect
to notions of social and moral solidarity, where, in regard to literature as such or
experience as such, philosophy and literature together exercise an unrivaled right to be
heard. Contributors: Elisa Aaltola, Derek Attridge, David Attwell, Maria Boletsi, Carrol
Clarkson, Simon During, Patrick Hayes, Alexander Honold, Anton Leist, Tim Mehigan,
Christian Moser, Robert B. Pippin, Robert Stockhammer, Markus Winkler, Martin
Woessner. Tim Mehigan is Deputy Director of the Institute for Advanced Studies in the
Humanities at the University of Queensland. Christian Moser is Professor of
Comparative Literature at the University of Bonn.
LONGLISTED FOR THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE A NEW YORK MAGAZINE BEST
BOOK OF THE YEAR From the Nobel Prize-winning author J. M. Coetzee, the
haunting sequel to The Childhood of Jesus, continuing the journey of Davíd, Simón,
and Inés. The Death of Jesus is forthcoming from Viking. “When you travel across the
ocean on a boat, all your memories are washed away and you start a completely new
life. That is how it is. There is no before. There is no history. The boat docks at the
harbour and we climb down the gangplank and we are plunged into the here and now.
Time begins.” Davíd is the small boy who is always asking questions. Simón and Inés
take care of him in their new town, Estrella. He is learning the language; he has begun
to make friends. He has the big dog Bolívar to watch over him. But he’ll be seven soon
and he should be at school. And so, with the guidance of the three sisters who own the
farm where Simón and Inés work, Davíd is enrolled in the Academy of Dance. It’s here,
in his new golden dancing slippers, that he learns how to call down the numbers from
the sky. But it’s here, too, that he will make troubling discoveries about what grown-ups
are capable of. In this mesmerizing allegorical tale, Coetzee deftly grapples with the big
questions of growing up, of what it means to be a “parent,” the constant battle between
intellect and emotion, and how we choose to live our lives.
With the same electrical intensity of language and insight that he brought to Waiting for
the Barbarians, J.M. Coetzee reinvents the story of Robinson Crusoe—and in so doing,
directs our attention to the seduction and tyranny of storytelling itself. J.M. Coetzee's
latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus, is now available from Viking. Late Essays:
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2006-2016 will be available January 2018. In 1720 the eminent man of letters Daniel
Foe is approached by Susan Barton, lately a castaway on a desert island. She wants
him to tell her story, and that of the enigmatic man who has become her rescuer,
companion, master and sometimes lover: Cruso. Cruso is dead, and his manservant,
Friday, is incapable of speech. As she tries to relate the truth about him, the ambitious
Barton cannot help turning Cruso into her invention. For as narrated by Foe—as by
Coetzee himself—the stories we thought we knew acquire depths that are at once
treacherous, elegant, and unexpectedly moving.
Waiting for the BarbariansA NovelPenguin
Nadine Gordimer has written of J.M. Coetzee that his vision goes to the nerve-centre of
being. What he finds there is more than most people will ever know about themselves,
and he conveys it with a brilliant writer's mastery of tension and elegance. Doubling the
Point takes the reader to the center of that vision. These essays and interviews,
documenting Coetzee's longtime engagement with his own culture, and with modern
culture in general, constitute a literary autobiography.
ABOUT THE BOOK How can I accept that disaster has overtaken my life when the
world continues to move so tranquilly through its cycles?"- The Magistrate Waiting for
the Barbarians is JM Coetzee’s third novel and was published in 1980. It quickly
garnered popular and critical attention for the relatively young South African author. It
was awarded the CNA Prize (South Africa’s top literary award), the Geoffrey Faber
Memorial Prize (Britain’s literary prize for authors under 40), and the James Tait Black
Memorial Prize (Scotland’s top publishing award as well as one of the oldest literary
awards in the UK). This short but powerful novel was written during the time that
Coetzee taught literature at the University of Cape Town in South Africa. He had
returned to his native country in 1972 after the United States government.. EXCERPT
FROM THE BOOK He is fascinated with uncovering the mysteries of this ancient town,
and speculates on the possible ends their civilization came to. Did they succumb to the
barbarians of old and die encamped within the walls? The Magistrate is not overly
ambitious, and yet it soon becomes clear that even his modest hopes will prove
extravagant. “When I pass away I hope to merit three lines of small print in the Imperial
Gazette,” he says. “I have not asked for more then a quiet life in quiet times.” Despite
the Magistrates temperate inclinations, he proves to be a ruthless observer of both his
own nature and that of those he encounters. His awakening consciousness is
unsparing and brutal as it systematically uncovers and destroys his illusions about life
and the world. The sleepy frontier town, not even having facilities for prisoners, has
idled along without event under the Magistrates stewardship, but has come recently to
the Empire’s attention as stories of unrest among the barbarians have stirred the
officials of the Third Bureau of the Civil Guard into action. The barbarian tribes, who are
fishing people and aboriginals living a nomadic lifestyle on the edges of civilization, are
rumored to be arming and organizing against the Empire. Colonel Joll and his men, the
“doctors of interrogation,” come to the frontier with a particular theory of interrogation,
“First I get lies, you see—this is what happens—first lies, then pressure, then more lies,
then more pressure, then the break, then more pressure, then the truth,” Joll explains.
“That is how you get the truth.” The Magistrate comments dryly, to himself: “Pain is
truth, all else is subject to doubt.” Noting that about once every decade there is an
eruption of hysteria about the barbarians, the Magistrate does his best to accommodate
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the Third Bureau, but finds himself impelled towards an inevitable confrontation with the
powers he has served with a half-indifferent complacence for so many years... Buy the
book to continue reading! Follow @hyperink on Twitter! Visit us at
www.facebook.com/hyperink! Go to www.hyperink.com to join our newsletter and get
awesome freebies! CHAPTER OUTLINE JM Coetzee's Waiting for the Barbarians +
About the Book + Sidebar: A very brief introduction to colonization and Apartheid +
Introducing the Author + Overall Summary + ...and much more
Continuing Text’s re-release of J. M. Coetzee’s revered works with stylish new covers,
Boyhood is a modern classic by the great Nobel Prize winner accompanied by an
introduction from acclaimed author Liam Pieper
Nobel Laureate and two-time Booker prize-winning author of Disgrace and The Life and
Times of Michael K, J. M. Coetzee tells the remarkable story of a nation gripped in
brutal apartheid in his Sunday Express Book of the Year award-winner Age of Iron. In
Cape Town, South Africa, an elderly classics professor writes a letter to her distant
daughter, recounting the strange and disturbing events of her dying days. She has
been opposed to the lies and the brutality of apartheid all her life, but now she finds
herself coming face to face with its true horrors: the hounding by the police of her
servant's son, the burning of a nearby black township, the murder by security forces of
a teenage activist who seeks refuge in her house. Through it all, her only companion,
the only person to whom she can confess her mounting anger and despair, is a
homeless man who one day appears on her doorstep. In Age of Iron, J. M. Coetzee
brings his searing insight and masterful control of language to bear on one of the
darkest episodes of our times. 'Quite simply a magnificent and unforgettable work' Daily
Telegraph 'A superbly realized novel whose truth cuts to the bone' The New York Times
'A remarkable work by a brilliant writer' Wall Street Journal South African author J. M.
Coetzee was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 2003 and was the first author to
win the Booker Prize twice for his novels Disgrace and The Life and Times of Michael
K. His novel, Foe, an exquisite reinvention of the story of Robinson Crusoe is also
available in Penguin paperback.
FINALIST FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD AND THE PEN
ART OF THE ESSAY AWARD Over the past decade and a half, Daniel Mendelsohn’s
reviews for The New York Review of Books, The New Yorker, and The New York Times
Book Review have earned him a reputation as “one of the greatest critics of our time”
(Poets & Writers). In Waiting for the Barbarians, he brings together twenty-four of his
recent essays—each one glinting with “verve and sparkle,” “acumen and passion”—on a
wide range of subjects, from Avatar to the poems of Arthur Rimbaud, from our
inexhaustible fascination with the Titanic to Susan Sontag’s Journals. Trained as a
classicist, author of two internationally best-selling memoirs, Mendelsohn moves easily
from penetrating considerations of the ways in which the classics continue to make
themselves felt in contemporary life and letters (Greek myth in the Spider-Man musical,
Anne Carson’s translations of Sappho) to trenchant takes on pop spectacles—none
more explosively controversial than his dissection of Mad Men. Also gathered here are
essays devoted to the art of fiction, from Jonathan Littell’s Holocaust blockbuster The
Kindly Ones to forgotten gems like the novels of Theodor Fontane. In a final section,
“Private Lives,” prefaced by Mendelsohn’sNew Yorker essay on fake memoirs, he
considers the lives and work of writers as disparate as Leo Lerman, Noël Coward, and
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Jonathan Franzen. Waiting for the Barbarians once again demonstrates that
Mendelsohn’s “sweep as a cultural critic is as impressive as his depth.”
Critical Perspectives on J.M. Coetzee is one of the first collections of critical essays on
this major contemporary writer. The essays, written by an international cast of
contributors, adopt a variety of approaches to Coetzee's often controversial work,
taking care to place that work within its wider cultural context. Contributions include
essays of more general import, ranging across Coetzee's oeuvre, as well as essays
that analyse in more detail individual Coetzee novels. The collection also includes a
preface by Coetzee's fellow South African, the internationally acclaimed writer Nadine
Gordimer.
The Football Factory centres on Tom Johnson, a reasoned 'Chelsea hooligan' who
represents a disaffected society operating by brutal rules. We are shown the realities of
life - social degradation, unemployment, racism, casual violence, excessive drink and
bad sex - and, perhaps more importantly, how they fall into a political context of
surveillance, media manipulation and division. Graphic and disturbing, sometimes very
funny, and deeply affecting throughout, The Football Factory is a vertiginous rush of
adrenaline - the most authentic book yet on the so-called English Disease.
This is the first book to focus entirely on the under-researched but crucial topic of
women in the work of J. M. Coetzee, generally regarded as one of the world’s most
significant living writers. The fourteen essays in this collection raise the central issue of
how Coetzee’s texts address the ‘woman question’. There is a focus on Coetzee’s
representation of women, engagement with women writers and the ethics of what has
been termed his ‘ventriloquism’ of women’s voices in his fiction and autobiographical
writings, right up to his most recent novel, The Schooldays of Jesus. As such, this
collection makes important links between the disciplines of literary and gender studies.
It includes essays by well-known Coetzee scholars as well as by emerging scholars
from around the world, providing fascinating and timely global insights into how his
works are read from differing cultural and scholarly perspectives.
Youth'S Narrator, A Student In 1950S South Africa, Has Long Been Plotting An Escape
From His Native Country. Studying Mathematics, Reading Poetry, Saving Money, He
Tries To Ensure That When He Arrives In The Real World He Will Be Prepared To
Experience Life To Its Full Intensity, And Transform It Into Art. Arriving At Last In
London, However, He Finds Neither Poetry Nor Romance. Instead He Succumbs To
The Monotony Of Life As A Computer Programmer, From Which Random, Loveless
Affairs Offer No Relief. Devoid Of Inspiration, He Stops Writing And Begins A Dark
Pilgrimage In Which He Is Continually Tested And Continually Found Wanting. Set
Against The Background Of The 1960S, Youth Is A Remarkable Portrait Of A
Consciousness Turning In On Itself. J. M. Coetzee Explores A Young Man'S Struggle
To Find His Way In The World With Tenderness And A Fierce Clarity.
For years, it has been what is called a 'deteriorating situation'. Now all over South Africa
the cities are battlegrounds. The members of the Smales family - liberal whites - are
rescued from the terror by their servant, July, who leads them to refuge in his native
village. What happens to the Smaleses and to July - the shifts in character and
relationships - gives us an unforgettable look into the terrifying, tacit understandings
and misunderstandings between blacks and whites.
From author of Waiting for the Barbarians and Nobel Prize winner J.M. Coetzee. J.M.
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Coetzee's latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus, is now available from Viking. Late
Essays: 2006-2016 will be available January 2018. In a South Africa turned by war,
Michael K. sets out to take his ailing mother back to her rural home. On the way there
she dies, leaving him alone in an anarchic world of brutal roving armies. Imprisoned,
Michael is unable to bear confinement and escapes, determined to live with dignity.
This life affirming novel goes to the center of human experience—the need for an
interior, spiritual life; for some connections to the world in which we live; and for purity
of vision.
A visual history of 100 years of filmmaking in New York City, featuring exclusive
interviews with NYC filmmakers Fun City Cinema gives readers an in-depth look at how
the rise, fall, and resurrection of New York City was captured and chronicled in ten
iconic Gotham films across ten decades: The Jazz Singer (1927), King Kong (1933),
The Naked City (1948), Sweet Smell of Success (1957), Midnight Cowboy (1969), Taxi
Driver (1976), Wall Street (1987), Kids (1995), 25th Hour (2002), and Frances Ha
(2012). A visual history of a great American city in flux, Fun City Cinema reveals how
these classic films and legendary filmmakers took their inspiration from New York
City’s grittiness and splendor, creating what we can now view as “accidental
documentaries” of the city’s modes and moods. In addition to the extensively
researched and reported text, the book includes both historical photographs and
production materials, as well as still-frames, behind-the-scenes photos, posters, and
original interviews with Noah Baumbach, Larry Clark, Greta Gerwig, Walter Hill, Jerry
Schatzberg, Martin Scorsese, Susan Seidelman, Oliver Stone, and Jennifer Westfeldt.
Extensive "Now Playing" sidebars spotlight a handful of each decade’s additional films
of note.
A modern classic by Nobel Laureate J.M. Coetzee. His latest novel, The Schooldays of
Jesus, is now available from Viking. Late Essays: 2006-2016 will be available January
2018. For decades the Magistrate has been a loyal servant of the Empire, running the
affairs of a tiny frontier settlement and ignoring the impending war with the barbarians.
When interrogation experts arrive, however, he witnesses the Empire's cruel and unjust
treatment of prisoners of war. Jolted into sympathy for their victims, he commits a
quixotic act of rebellion that brands him an enemy of the state. J. M. Coetzee's prizewinning novel is a startling allegory of the war between opressor and opressed. The
Magistrate is not simply a man living through a crisis of conscience in an obscure place
in remote times; his situation is that of all men living in unbearable complicity with
regimes that ignore justice and decency. Mark Rylance (Wolf Hall, Bridge of Spies),
Ciro Guerra and producer Michael Fitzgerald are teaming up to to bring J.M. Coetzee's
Waiting for the Barbarians to the big screen.
Often likened to Kafka's The Castle, The Tartar Steppe is both a scathing critique of
military life and a meditation on the human thirst for glory. It tells of young Giovanni
Drogo, who is posted to a distant fort overlooking the vast Tartar steppe. Although not
intending to stay, Giovanni suddenly finds that years have passed, as, almost without
his noticing, he has come to share the others' wait for a foreign invasion that never
happens. Over time the fort is downgraded and Giovanni's ambitions fade--until the day
the enemy begins massing on the desolate steppe...
In J. M. Coetzee and the Ethics of Power, Emanuela Tegla offers an exploration of the
interconnectedness between morality and individual conscience in Coetzee’s fiction, as
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well as a narratological analysis of important stylistic aspects, such as tense, narrative
silence or the moral implications of the novels’ endings.
A story told in prose as feverishly rich as William Faulkner's, In the Heart of the Country
is a work of irresistable power. J.M. Coetzee's latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus, is
now available from Viking. Late Essays: 2006-2016 will be available January 2018. On
a remote farm in South Africa, the protagonist of J. M. Coetzee's fierce and passionate
novel watches the life from which she has been excluded. Ignored by her callous father,
scorned and feared by his servants, she is a bitterly intelligent woman whose outward
meekness disguises a desperate resolve not to become "one of the forgotten ones of
history." When her father takes an African mistress, that resolve precipitates an act of
vengeance that suggests a chemical reaction between the colonizer and the
colonized—and between European yearnings and the vastness and solitude of Africa.
With vast assurance and an unerring eye, J. M. Coetzee has turned the family romance
into a mirror of the colonial experience.
Presents lucid and exemplary critical essays, introducing readers to J. M. Coetzee's
works, practices, horizons and relations.
J.M. Coetzee's latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus, is now available from Viking. Late
Essays: 2006-2016 will be available January 2018. Set in post-apartheid South Africa, J. M.
Coetzee’s searing novel tells the story of David Lurie, a twice divorced, 52-year-old professor
of communications and Romantic Poetry at Cape Technical University. Lurie believes he has
created a comfortable, if somewhat passionless, life for himself. He lives within his financial
and emotional means. Though his position at the university has been reduced, he teaches his
classes dutifully; and while age has diminished his attractiveness, weekly visits to a prostitute
satisfy his sexual needs. He considers himself happy. But when Lurie seduces one of his
students, he sets in motion a chain of events that will shatter his complacency and leave him
utterly disgraced. Lurie pursues his relationship with the young Melanie—whom he describes as
having hips “as slim as a twelve-year-old’s”—obsessively and narcissistically, ignoring, on one
occasion, her wish not to have sex. When Melanie and her father lodge a complaint against
him, Lurie is brought before an academic committee where he admits he is guilty of all the
charges but refuses to express any repentance for his acts. In the furor of the scandal, jeered
at by students, threatened by Melanie’s boyfriend, ridiculed by his ex-wife, Lurie is forced to
resign and flees Cape Town for his daughter Lucy’s smallholding in the country. There he
struggles to rekindle his relationship with Lucy and to understand the changing relations of
blacks and whites in the new South Africa. But when three black strangers appear at their
house asking to make a phone call, a harrowing afternoon of violence follows which leaves
both of them badly shaken and further estranged from one another. After a brief return to Cape
Town, where Lurie discovers his home has also been vandalized, he decides to stay on with
his daughter, who is pregnant with the child of one of her attackers. Now thoroughly humiliated,
Lurie devotes himself to volunteering at the animal clinic, where he helps put down diseased
and unwanted dogs. It is here, Coetzee seems to suggest, that Lurie gains a redeeming sense
of compassion absent from his life up to this point. Written with the austere clarity that has
made J. M. Coetzee the winner of two Booker Prizes, Disgrace explores the downfall of one
man and dramatizes, with unforgettable, at times almost unbearable, vividness the plight of a
country caught in the chaotic aftermath of centuries of racial oppression.
After crossing oceans, a man and a boy arrive in a new land. Here they are each assigned a
name and an age, and held in a camp in the desert while they learn Spanish, the language of
their new country. As SimÃ3n and David they make their way to the relocation centre in the city
of Novilla, where officialdom treats them politely but not necessarily helpfully. SimÃ3n finds a
job in a grain wharf. The work is unfamiliar and backbreaking, but he soon warms to his
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stevedore comrades, who during breaks conduct philosophical dialogues on the dignity of
labour, and generally take him to their hearts. Now he must set about his task of locating the
boyâe(tm)s mother. Though like everyone else who arrives in this new country he seems to be
washed clean of all traces of memory, he is convinced he will know her when he sees her. And
indeed, while walking with the boy in the countryside SimÃ3n catches sight of a woman he is
certain is the mother, and persuades her to assume the role. David's new mother comes to
realise that he is an exceptional child, a bright, dreamy boy with highly unusual ideas about the
world. But the school authorities detect a rebellious streak in him and insist he be sent to a
special school far away. His mother refuses to yield him up, and it is SimÃ3n who must drive
the car as the trio flees across the mountains. THE CHILDHOOD OF JESUS is a profound,
beautiful and continually surprising novel from a very great writer.
David Attwell defends the literary and political integrity of South African novelist J.M. Coetzee
by arguing that Coetzee has absorbed the textual turn of postmodern culture while still
addressing the ethical tensions of the South African crisis. As a form of "situational
metafiction," Coetzee's writing reconstructs and critiques some of the key discourses in the
history of colonialism and apartheid from the eighteenth century to the present. While selfconscious about fiction-making, it takes seriously the condition of the society in which it is
produced. Attwell begins by describing the intellectual and political contexts surrounding
Coetzee's fiction and then provides a developmental analysis of his six novels, drawing on
Coetzee's other writings in stylistics, literary criticism, translation, political journalism and
popular culture. Elegantly written, Attwell's analysis deals with both Coetzee's subversion of
the dominant culture around him and his ability to see the complexities of giving voice to the
anguish of South Africa.
Gavdos: a remote island south of Crete, the southernmost point of Europe, surrounded by an
endless expanse of sea. To Oksana, who has come from Ukraine with her friends to recover
from illness in the aftermath of Chernobyl, it seems like a dream to live in a blue-and-white
house with a lemon tree. To Penelope, a Greek woman who was married off to an unsuitable
man by nuns from the convent where she spent her teenage years, it is a kind of prison. Their
two narratives, interwoven with other stories – of the other women of the sparse community, of
their own past lives and loves – are skilfully combined with themes of otherness and the
notions of ‘foreign’ and ‘barbaric’ in this poetic and timely short novel by acclaimed
Macedonian writer Petar Andonovski, winner of the European Union Prize for Literature.
Continuing Text's re-release of J.M. Coetzee's revered works with stylish new covers,
Elizabeth Costello is a modern classic by the great the great Nobel Prize winner accompanied
by introduction from one of Australia's foremost writing critics and Coetzee experts.
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