Get Free Wealth Poverty And Politics

Wealth Poverty And Politics
"Globalization" has become a loaded term. Should we in the West believe, literally, that trade
with poor nations can be blamed for our "impoverishment"? In this book, Daniel Cohen claims
that there is practically no foundation for such an alarmist position. We need to reverse the
commonly held view that globalization has caused today's insecure labor market. On the
contrary, Cohen argues, our own propensity for transforming the nature of work has created a
niche for globalization and given it an ominous aspect, causing some to reject it. Such errors in
analysis must not persist; as Cohen says, the stakes are too high.
The Creation of Wealth and Poverty is a study of the means and ways by which wealth and
poverty are created in both developed and developing countries. It puts a particular emphasis
on the role played by economic policy in shaping the stratification of modern societies through
specific programmes dealing with issues of job creation, poverty and environmental
degradation. This book is concerned with the social effects of the ongoing crisis in finance,
development and the environment. By focusing on the political, legal and financial institutions
that govern society and the economy, the book provides an analysis of wealth and poverty
from a historical perspective. It shows how economic and social policies of the neoliberal
model have led to a rise in unemployment, poverty and inequality and, therefore, made
societies more polarized. This volume will be of great interest to policymakers, academics and
students who study political economy, development economics and macroeconomics.
A New York Times bestseller and “a passionate, urgent” (The New Yorker) examination of the
growing inequality gap from the bestselling author of Bowling Alone: why fewer Americans
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today have the opportunity for upward mobility. Central to the very idea of America is the
principle that we are a nation of opportunity. But over the last quarter century we have seen a
disturbing “opportunity gap” emerge. We Americans have always believed that those who
have talent and try hard will succeed, but this central tenet of the American Dream seems no
longer true or at the least, much less true than it was. In Our Kids, Robert Putnam offers a
personal and authoritative look at this new American crisis, beginning with the example of his
high school class of 1959 in Port Clinton, Ohio. The vast majority of those students went on to
lives better than those of their parents. But their children and grandchildren have faced
diminishing prospects. Putnam tells the tale of lessening opportunity through poignant life
stories of rich, middle class, and poor kids from cities and suburbs across the country,
brilliantly blended with the latest social-science research. “A truly masterful volume” (Financial
Times), Our Kids provides a disturbing account of the American dream that is “thoughtful and
persuasive” (The Economist). Our Kids offers a rare combination of individual testimony and
rigorous evidence: “No one can finish this book and feel complacent about equal opportunity”
(The New York Times Book Review).
A bestselling economist tells us what both politicians and economists must learn to fix
America's failing economic policies American economic policy ranks as something between
bad and disgraceful. As leading economist Alan S. Blinder argues, a crucial cultural divide
separates economic and political civilizations. Economists and politicians often talk--and act--at
cross purposes: politicians typically seek economists' "advice" only to support preconceived
notions, not to learn what economists actually know or believe. Politicians naturally worry about
keeping constituents happy and winning elections. Some are devoted to an ideology.
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Economists sometimes overlook the real human costs of what may seem to be the obviously
best policy--to a calculating machine. In Advice and Dissent, Blinder shows how both sides can
shrink the yawning gap between good politics and good economics and encourage the
hardheaded but softhearted policies our country so desperately needs.
Although no less an authority than Joseph A. Schumpeter proclaimed that Antonio Serra was
the world's first economist, he remains something of a dark horse of economic historiography.
Nearly nothing is known about Serra except that he wrote and died in jail, and his Short
Treatise is so rare that only nine original copies are known to have survived the ravages of
time. What, then, can a book written nearly four centuries ago tell us about the problems we
now face? Serra's key insight, studying the economies of Venice and Naples, was that wealth
was not the result of climate or providence but of policies and strategies for competitively
developing some economic activities rather than others, particularly manufactures, subject to
increasing returns to scale and a large division of labour. Through a very systematic taxonomy
of economic life, Serra then went on from this insight to theorize the causes of the wealth of
nations and the measures through which a weak, dependent economy could achieve worldly
melioration. At a time when leading economists return to biological explanations for the failure
of their theories, the Short Treatise can remind us that there are elements of history which
numbers and graphs cannot convey or encompass, and that there are less despondent
lessons to be learned from our past. Serra's remarkable treatise is introduced by a lengthy and
illuminating study of his historical context and legacy for the theoretical and cultural history of
economics and for the economic strategies of nations.
Presents the original report on poverty in America that led President Kennedy to initiate the
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federal poverty program
Hailed as “the guide to capitalism,” the New York Times bestseller Wealth and Poverty by
George F. Gilder is one of the most famous economic books of all time and has sold more than
one million copies since its first release. In this influential classic, Gilder explains and makes
the case for supply-side economics, proves the moral superiority of free-market capitalism, and
shows why supply-side economics are more effective at decreasing poverty than governmentregulated markets. Now, in this new and completely updated edition of Wealth and Poverty,
Gilder compares America’s current economic challenges with her past economic
problems–particularly those of the late 1970s–and explains why Obama’s big-government,
redistributive policies are doing more harm than good for the poor. Making the case that supplyside economics and free market policies are–and always will be–the answer to decreasing
America’s poverty rate and increasing her prosperity, Wealth & Poverty offers solutions to
America’s current economic problems and hope to those who fear that our best days are
behind us.
A leading economist at the World Bank's research division traces the history of financial
inequality as reflected in famous stories, analyzing such examples as the monetary disparities
between Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy and the assets of wealthy ancient Romans compared
to today's super-rich.

The rapid spread of the liberal market order across the globe poses a host of new and
complex questions for religious believers—indeed, for anyone concerned with the
intersection of ethics and economics. Is the market economy, particularly as it affects
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the poor, fundamentally compatible with Christian moral and social teaching? Or is it in
substantial tension with that tradition? In Wealth, Poverty, and Human Destiny, editors
Doug Bandow and David L. Schindler bring together some of today’s leading
economists, theologians, and social critics to consider whether the triumph of capitalism
is a cause for celebration or concern. Michael Novak, Richard John Neuhaus, Max
Stackhouse, and other defenders of democratic capitalism marshal a number of
arguments in an attempt to show that, among other things, capitalism is more Christian
in its foundation and consequences than is conceded by its critics—that, as Stackhouse
and Lawrence Stratton write, “the roots of the modern corporation lie in the religious
institutions of the West,” and that, as Novak contends, “globalization is the natural
ecology” of Christianity. The critics of liberal economics argue, on the other hand, that it
is historically and theologically shortsighted to consider the global capitalist order and
the liberalism that sustains it as the only available option. Any system which has as its
implicit logic that “stable and preserving relationships among people, places, and things
do not matter and are of no worth,” in the words of Wendell Berry, should be regarded
with grave suspicion by religious believers and all men and women of goodwill. Bandow
and Schindler take up these arguments and many others in their responses, which
carefully consider the claims of the essayists and thus pave the way for a renewed
dialogue on the moral status of capitalism, a dialogue only now re-emerging from under
the Cold War rubble. The contributors’ fresh, insightful examinations of the intersection
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between religion and economics should provoke a healthy debate about the intertwined
issues of the market, globalization, human freedom, the family, technology, and
democracy.
Winner of the International Studies in Poverty Prize awarded by the Comparative
Research Programme on Poverty (CROP) and Zed Books. Poverty has become the
central focus of global development efforts, with a vast body of research and funding
dedicated to its alleviation. And yet, the field of poverty studies remains deeply
ideological and has been used to justify wealth and power within the prevailing world
order. Andrew Martin Fischer clarifies this deeply political character, from conceptions
and measures of poverty through to their application as policies. Poverty as Ideology
shows how our dominant approaches to poverty studies have, in fact, served to
reinforce the prevailing neoliberal ideology while neglecting the wider interests of social
justice that are fundamental to creating more equitable societies. Instead, our
development policies have created a 'poverty industry' that obscures the dynamic
reproductions of poverty within contemporary capitalist development and promotes
segregation in the name of science and charity. Fischer argues that an effective and
lasting solution to global poverty requires us to reorient our efforts away from current
fixations on productivity and towards more equitable distributions of wealth and
resources. This provocative work offers a radical new approach to understanding
poverty based on a comprehensive and accessible critique of key concepts and
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research methods. It upends much of the received wisdom to provide an invaluable
resource for students, teachers and researchers across the social sciences.
The World Bank and other multilateral development banks (MDBs) carry out their
mission to alleviate poverty and promote economic growth based on the advice of
professional economists. But as Sarah Babb argues in Behind the Development Banks,
these organizations have also been indelibly shaped by Washington politics—particularly
by the legislative branch and its power of the purse. Tracing American influence on
MDBs over three decades, this volume assesses increased congressional activism and
the perpetual “selling” of banks to Congress by the executive branch. Babb contends
that congressional reluctance to fund the MDBs has enhanced the influence of the
United States on them by making credible America’s threat to abandon the banks if its
policy preferences are not followed. At a time when the United States’ role in world
affairs is being closely scrutinized, Behind the Development Banks will be necessary
reading for anyone interested in how American politics helps determine the fate of
developing countries.
Intellectuals and Race is a radical book in the original sense of one that goes to the root
of the problem. The role of intellectuals in racial strife is explored in an international
context that puts the American experience in a wholly new light. The views of individual
intellectuals have spanned the spectrum, but the views of intellectuals as a whole have
tended to cluster. Indeed, these views have clustered at one end of the spectrum in the
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early twentieth century and then clustered at the opposite end of the spectrum in the
late twentieth century. Moreover, these radically different views of race in these two
eras were held by intellectuals whose views on other issues were very similar in both
eras. Intellectuals and Race is not, however, a book about history, even though it has
much historical evidence, as well as demographic, geographic, economic and statistical
evidence-- all of it directed toward testing the underlying assumptions about race that
have prevailed at times among intellectuals in general, and especially intellectuals at
the highest levels. Nor is this simply a theoretical exercise. The impact of intellectuals'
ideas and crusades on the larger society, both past and present, is the ultimate
concern. These ideas and crusades have ranged widely from racial theories of
intelligence to eugenics to "social justice" and multiculturalism. In addition to in-depth
examinations of these and other issues, Intellectuals and Race explores the incentives,
the visions and the rationales that drive intellectuals at the highest levels to conclusions
that have often turned out to be counterproductive and even disastrous, not only for
particular racial or ethnic groups, but for societies as a whole.
How can we make sense of Algeria's post-colonial experience – the tragedy of
unfulfilled expectations, the descent into violence, the resurgence of the state? Oil
Wealth and the Poverty of Politics explains why Algeria's domestic political economy
unravelled from the mid-1980s, and how the regime eventually managed to regain
power and hegemony. Miriam Lowi argues the importance of leadership decisions for
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political outcomes, and extends the argument to explain the variation in stability in oilexporting states following economic shocks. Comparing Algeria with Iran, Iraq,
Indonesia and Saudi Arabia, she asks why some states break down and undergo
regime change, while others remain stable, or manage to re-stabilise after a period of
instability. In contrast with exclusively structuralist accounts of the rentier state, this
book demonstrates, in a fascinating and accessible study, that political stability is a
function of the way in which structure and agency combine.
An award-winning professor of economics at MIT and a Harvard University political
scientist and economist evaluate the reasons that some nations are poor while others
succeed, outlining provocative perspectives that support theories about the importance
of institutions.
The history of nations is a history of haves and have-nots, and as we approach the
millennium, the gap between rich and poor countries is widening. In this engrossing and
important new work, eminent historian David Landes explores the complex, fascinating
and often startling causes of the wealth and poverty of nations. The answers are found
not only in the large forces at work in economies: geography, religion, the broad swings
of politics, but also in the small surprising details. In Europe, the invention of spectacles
doubled the working life of skilled craftsmen, and played a prominent role in the
creation of articulated machines, and in China, the failure to adopt the clock
fundamentally hindered economic development. The relief of poverty is vital to the
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survival of us all. As David Landes brilliantly shows, the key to future success lies in
understanding the lessons the past has to teach us - lessons uniquely imparted in this
groundbreaking and vital book which exemplifies narrative history at its best.
The application of economics to major contemporary real world problems -- housing,
medical care, discrimination, the economic development of nations -- is the theme of
this new book that tackles these and other issues head on in plain language, as
distinguished from the usual jargon of economists. It examines economic policies not
simply in terms of their immediate effects but also in terms of their later repercussions,
which are often very different and longer lasting. The interplay of politics with
economics is another theme of Applied Economics, whose examples are drawn from
experiences around the world, showing how similar incentives and constraints tend to
produce similar outcomes among very disparate peoples and cultures.

"Exposes the unjust and dysfunctional mechanisms that allow the top 1% to
siphon off wealth produced by others, through the control of property and
money." --Back Cover.
This essay unscrambles gross misconceptions that have made rational debates
about tax policies virtually impossible for decades.
Offers a look at the causes and effects of poverty and inequality, as well as the
possible solutions. This title features research, human stories, statistics, and
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compelling arguments. It discusses about the world we live in and how we can
make it a better place.
Water. Food. Housing. The most basic and crucial needs for survival, yet 40
percent of people in the United States don't have the resources to get them. With
key policy changes, we could eradicate poverty in this country within our
lifetime—but we need to get started now. Nearly 40 million people in the United
States live below the poverty line—about $26,200 for a family of four. Low-income
families and individuals are everywhere, from cities to rural communities. While
poverty is commonly seen as a personal failure, or a deficiency of character or
knowledge, it's actually the result of bad policy. Public policy has purposefully
erected barriers that deny access to basic needs, creating a society where
people can easily become trapped—not because we lack the resources to lift them
out, but because we are actively choosing not to. Poverty is close to inevitable for
low-wage workers and their children, and a large percentage of these people,
despite qualifying for it, do not receive government aid. From Joanne Samuel
Goldblum and Colleen Shaddox, Broke in America offers an eye-opening and
galvanizing look at life in poverty in this country: how circumstances and public
policy conspire to keep people poor, and the concrete steps we can take to end
poverty for good. In clear, accessible prose, Goldblum and Shaddox detail the
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ways the current system is broken and how it's failing so many of us. They also
highlight outdated and ineffective policies that are causing or contributing to this
unnecessary problem. Every chapter features action items readers can use to
combat poverty—both nationwide and in our local communities, including the most
effective public policies you can support and how to work hand-in-hand with
representatives to affect change. So far, our attempted solutions have fallen short
because they try to "fix" poor people rather than address the underlying
problems. Fortunately, it's much easier to fix policy than people. Essential and
timely, Broke in America offers a crucial road map for securing a brighter future.
Economic Facts and Fallacies exposes some of the most popular fallacies about
economic issues-and does so in a lively manner and without requiring any prior
knowledge of economics by the reader. These include many beliefs widely
disseminated in the media and by politicians, such as mistaken ideas about
urban problems, income differences, male-female economic differences, as well
as economics fallacies about academia, about race, and about Third World
countries. One of the themes of Economic Facts and Fallacies is that fallacies
are not simply crazy ideas but in fact have a certain plausibility that gives them
their staying power-and makes careful examination of their flaws both necessary
and important, as well as sometimes humorous. Written in the easy-to-follow
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style of the author's Basic Economics, this latest book is able to go into greater
depth, with real world examples, on specific issues.
Tackling one of the most volatile issues in contemporary politics, Martin Gilens's
work punctures myths and misconceptions about welfare policy, public opinion,
and the role of the media in both. Why Americans Hate Welfare shows that the
public's views on welfare are a complex mixture of cynicism and compassion;
misinformed and racially charged, they nevertheless reflect both a distrust of
welfare recipients and a desire to do more to help the "deserving" poor. "With one
out of five children currently living in poverty and more than 100,000 families with
children now homeless, Gilens's book is must reading if you want to understand
how the mainstream media have helped justify, and even produce, this state of
affairs." —Susan Douglas, The Progressive "Gilens's well-written and logically
developed argument deserves to be taken seriously." —Choice "A provocative
analysis of American attitudes towards 'welfare.'. . . [Gilens] shows how racial
stereotypes, not white self-interest or anti-statism, lie at the root of opposition to
welfare programs." -Library Journal
In The Oxford Handbook of the Politics of Development, two of America's leading
political scientists on the issue, Carol Lancaster and Nicolas van de Walle,
assemble an international cast of leading scholars who craft a comprehensive,
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examination of development policy and its effects on the political and economic
climates of a country.
This innovative book challenges the most powerful and pervasive ideas
concerning political economy, international relations, and ethics in the modern
world. Rereading classical authors including Adam Smith, James Steuart, Adam
Ferguson, Hegel, and Marx, it provides a systematic and fundamental cultural
critique of political economy and critically describes the nature of the mainstream
understanding of economics.
Over the past two decades, the percentage of the world’s population living on
less than a dollar a day has been cut in half. How much of that improvement is
because of—or in spite of—globalization? While anti-globalization activists mount
loud critiques and the media report breathlessly on globalization’s perils and
promises, economists have largely remained silent, in part because of an
entrenched institutional divide between those who study poverty and those who
study trade and finance. Globalization and Poverty bridges that gap, bringing
together experts on both international trade and poverty to provide a detailed
view of the effects of globalization on the poor in developing nations, answering
such questions as: Do lower import tariffs improve the lives of the poor? Has
increased financial integration led to more or less poverty? How have the poor
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fared during various currency crises? Does food aid hurt or help the poor?
Poverty, the contributors show here, has been used as a popular and convenient
catchphrase by parties on both sides of the globalization debate to further their
respective arguments. Globalization and Poverty provides the more nuanced
understanding necessary to move that debate beyond the slogans.
Say's Law—the idea that "supply creates its own demand"—has been a basic
concept in economics for almost two centuries. Thomas Sowell traces its
evolution as it emerged from successive controversies, particularly two of the
most bitter and long lasting in the history of the discipline, the "general glut
controversy" that reached a peak in the 1820s, and the Keynesian Revolution of
the 1930s. These controversies not only involved almost every noted economist
of the time but had repercussions on basic economic theory, methodology, and
sociopolitical theory. This book, the first comprehensive coverage of the subject,
will be an indispensable addition to the history of economic thought. It is also
relevant to all social sciences concerned with economic prosperity, with the
nature of intellectual orthodoxy and insurgency, or with the complex relationships
among ideology, concepts, and policies. Originally published in 1972. The
Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again
make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of
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Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these
important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to
the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by
Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
In Wealth, Poverty, and Politics, Thomas Sowell, one of the foremost
conservative public intellectuals in this country, argues that political and
ideological struggles have led to dangerous confusion about income inequality in
America. Pundits and politically motivated economists trumpet ambiguous
statistics and sensational theories while ignoring the true determinant of income
inequality: the production of wealth. We cannot properly understand inequality if
we focus exclusively on the distribution of wealth and ignore wealth production
factors such as geography, demography, and culture. Sowell contends that
liberals have a particular interest in misreading the data and chastises them for
using income inequality as an argument for the welfare state. Refuting Thomas
Piketty, Paul Krugman, and others on the left, Sowell draws on accurate
empirical data to show that the inequality is not nearly as extreme or sensational
as we have been led to believe. Transcending partisanship through a careful
examination of data, Wealth, Poverty, and Politics reveals the truth about the
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most explosive political issue of our time.
Wealth, Poverty and PoliticsBasic Books
Invaluable to students and those approaching the subject for the first time, An
Introduction to International Relations, Second Edition provides a comprehensive
and stimulating introduction to international relations, its traditions and its
changing nature in an era of globalisation. Thoroughly revised and updated, it
features chapters written by a range of experts from around the world. It presents
a global perspective on the theories, history, developments and debates that
shape this dynamic discipline and contemporary world politics. Now in full-colour
and accompanied by a password-protected companion website featuring
additional chapters and case studies, this is the indispensable guide to the study
of international relations.
What if the idealized image of American societya land of opportunity that will
reward hard work with economic successis completely wrong? Few topics have
as many myths, stereotypes, and misperceptions surrounding them as that of
poverty in America. The poor have been badly misunderstood since the
beginnings of the country, with the rhetoric only ratcheting up in recent times. Our
current era of fake news, alternative facts, and media partisanship has led to a
breeding ground for all types of myths and misinformation to gain traction and
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legitimacy. Poorly Understood is the first book to systematically address and
confront many of the most widespread myths pertaining to poverty. Mark Robert
Rank, Lawrence M. Eppard, and Heather E. Bullock powerfully demonstrate that
the realities of poverty are much different than the myths; indeed in many ways
they are more disturbing. The idealized image of American society is one of
abundant opportunities, with hard work being rewarded by economic prosperity.
But what if this picture is wrong? What if poverty is an experience that touches
the majority of Americans? What if hard work does not necessarily lead to
economic well-being? What if the reasons for poverty are largely beyond the
control of individuals? And if all of the evidence necessary to disprove these
myths has been readily available for years, why do they remain so stubbornly
pervasive? These are much more disturbing realities to consider because they
call into question the very core of America's identity. Armed with the latest
research, Poorly Understood not only challenges the myths of poverty and
inequality, but it explains why these myths continue to exist, providing an
innovative blueprint for how the nation can move forward to effectively alleviate
American poverty.
DIVSowell presents a devastating critique of the mind-set behind the failed social
policies of the past thirty years. Sowell sees what has happened during that time
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not as a series of isolated mistakes but as a logical consequence of a tainted
vision whose defects have led to crises in education, crime, and family dynamics,
and to other social pathologies. In this book, he describes how elites—the
anointed—have replaced facts and rational thinking with rhetorical assertions,
thereby altering the course of our social policy./Div
In Wealth, Poverty, and Politics, Dr. Thomas Sowell of the Hoover Institution,
Stanford University, examines the reasons for large differences in income and
wealth between nations and among groups within nations. A wide range of
geographic, demographic, cultural, and political factors are examined, not to find
a single factor or a single combination of factors that will explain all economic
differences, but to show how particular combinations of factors limit or expand
the possibilities for specific nations and peoples at specific times and places. Dr.
Sowell also examines some popular explanations of these differences and shows
why they will not stand up under scrutiny. In doing so, he takes on some of the
reigning titans of the redistributionist movement--including John Rawls, Thomas
Piketty, Paul Krugman, and Joseph Stiglitz--and shows how a remarkable
number of their claims cannot withstand plain common sense, expressed in plain
English.
This text provides an introduction to political economy. It explores: the place of
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our economy in the larger social system; the importance of market institutions for
individual autonomy; private enterprise as a system of economic development;
and poverty and inequality in market economies.
Thomas Sowell's classic analysis of the opposing visions behind today's ethical
and ideological disputes Controversies in politics arise from many sources, but
the conflicts that endure for generations or centuries show a remarkably
consistent pattern. This revised edition of a classic analyzes the centuries-long
debates about the nature of reason, justice, equality, and power. It distinguishes
between those with the "constrained" vision, which sees human nature as
enduring and self-centered, and the "unconstrained" vision, in which human
nature is malleable and perfectible. A Conflict of Visions offers a compelling case
that these opposing visions are behind the ethical and ideological disputes of
yesterday and today.
An examination of poverty dynamics and developmental failure, shifting
emphasis from development as control to development as coping strategy.
America's remarkable explosion of industrial output and national wealth at the
end of the nineteenth century was matched by a troubling rise in poverty and
worker unrest. As politicians and intellectuals fought over the causes of this
crisis, Henry George (1839–1897) published a radical critique of laissez-faire
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capitalism and its threat to the nation's republican traditions. Progress and
Poverty (1879), which became a surprise best-seller, offered a provocative
solution for preserving these traditions while preventing the amassing of wealth in
the hands of the few: a single tax on land values. George's writings and years of
social activism almost won him the mayor's seat in New York City in 1886.
Though he lost the election, his ideas proved instrumental to shaping a popular
progressivism that remains essential to tackling inequality today. Edward T.
O'Donnell's exploration of George's life and times merges labor, ethnic,
intellectual, and political history to illuminate the early militant labor movement in
New York during the Gilded Age. He locates in George's rise to prominence the
beginning of a larger effort by American workers to regain control of the
workplace and obtain economic security and opportunity. The Gilded Age was
the first but by no means the last era in which Americans confronted the mixed
outcomes of modern capitalism. George's accessible, forward-thinking ideas on
democracy, equality, and freedom have tremendous value for contemporary
debates over the future of unions, corporate power, Wall Street recklessness,
government regulation, and political polarization.
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