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Who Was Robert E Lee
Presents a brief biography of the engineer, Confederate general, and college president,
remembered as an excellent military leader and a great American.
“My favorite historical novel . . . a superb re-creation of the Battle of Gettysburg, but its
real importance is its insight into what the war was about, and what it meant.”—James
M. McPherson In the four most bloody and courageous days of our nation's history, two
armies fought for two conflicting dreams. One dreamed of freedom, the other of a way
of life. Far more than rifles and bullets were carried into battle. There were memories.
There were promises. There was love. And far more than men fell on those
Pennsylvania fields. Bright futures, untested innocence, and pristine beauty were also
the casualties of war. Michael Shaara's Pulitzer Prize–winning masterpiece is unique,
sweeping, unforgettable—the dramatic story of the battleground for America's destiny.
Why were Generals Lee and Jackson so successful in their partner- ship in trying to win
the war for the South? What was it about their styles, friendship, even their faith, that
cemented them together into a fighting machine that consistently won despite often
overwhelming odds against them?The Great Partnership has the power to change how
we think about Confederate strategic decision-making and the value of personal
relationships among senior leaders responsible for organizational survival. Those
relationships in the Confederate high command were particularly critical for victory,
especially the one that existed between the two great Army of Northern Virginia
generals.It has been over two decades since any author attempted a joint study of the
two generals. At the very least, the book will inspire a very lively debate among the
thousands of students of Civil War his- tory. At best, it will significantly revise how we
evaluate Confederate strategy during the height the war and our understanding of why,
in the end, the South lost.
Robert E. Lee was a gentleman. Although he lived during a time filled with conflict and
turmoil, in the eyes of his countrymen he emerged from the Civil War with untainted
integrity and the respect of all. Despite being perceived as one of the greatest military
leaders of all time, he managed to maintain a most humble spirit. In this engaging new
biographical study of Lee, J. Stephen Wilkins examines the sterling character of this
undeniably noble man. Charles Bracelen Flood has said that the essence of Robert E.
Lee "was to be found not in what he said, but in what he did. There were dimensions to
Lee, but his life was one long response to whatever struck him as being the call of
duty." He was bound by duty to care for his mother; duty as a son, a student, a soldier,
a husband, a father, and a general; and duty as a mentor of students at both West
Point and Washington College. Duty called him at every point of his life. In this
captivating look at his leadership in action, we see why and how Lee answered again
and again the calls of duty he could not ignore. Indeed, Robert E. Lee was a leader of
leaders. - Publisher.
From the award-winning historian and best-selling author of Gettysburg comes the
definitive biography of Robert E. Lee. An intimate look at the Confederate general in all
his complexity--his hypocrisy and courage, his inner turmoil and outward calm, his
disloyalty and his honor. Robert E. Lee is one of the most confounding figures in
American history. Lee betrayed his nation in order to defend his home state and uphold
the slave system he claimed to oppose. He was a traitor to the country he swore to
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serve as an Army officer, and yet he was admired even by his enemies for his
composure and leadership. He considered slavery immoral, but benefited from inherited
slaves and fought to defend the institution. And behind his genteel demeanor and
perfectionism lurked the insecurities of a man haunted by the legacy of a father who
stained the family name by declaring bankruptcy and who disappeared when Robert
was just six years old. In Robert E. Lee, the award-winning historian Allen Guelzo has
written the definitive biography of the general, following him from his refined upbringing
in Virginia high society, to his long career in the U.S. Army, his agonized decision to
side with Virginia when it seceded from the Union, and his leadership during the Civil
War. Above all, Guelzo captures Robert E. Lee in all his complexity--his hypocrisy and
courage, his outward calm and inner turmoil, his honor and his disloyalty.
Of all the heroes produced by the Civil War, Robert E. Lee is the most revered and
perhaps the most misunderstood. Lee is widely portrayed as an ardent antisecessionist
who left the United States Army only because he would not draw his sword against his
native Virginia, a Southern aristocrat who opposed slavery, and a brilliant military leader
whose exploits sustained the Confederate cause. Alan Nolan explodes these and other
assumptions about Lee and the war through a rigorous reexamination of familiar and
long-available historical sources, including Lee's personal and official correspondence
and the large body of writings about Lee. Looking at this evidence in a critical way,
Nolan concludes that there is little truth to the dogmas traditionally set forth about Lee
and the war.
Robert E. Lee is well known as a Confederate general and as an educator later in life,
but most people are exposed to the same handful of images of one of America's most
famous sons. It has been almost seven decades since anyone has attempted a serious
study of Lee in photographs, and with Don Hopkins's painstakingly researched and
lavishly illustrated Robert E. Lee in War and Peace, the wait is finally over. Dr. Hopkins,
a Mississippi surgeon and lifelong student of the Civil War and Southern history with a
recent interest in Robert E. Lee's "from life" photographs, scoured manuscript
repositories and private collections across the country to locate every known Lee image
(61 in all) in existence today. The detailed text accompanying these images provides a
sweeping history of Lee's life and a compelling discussion of antique photography, with
biographical sketches of all of Lee's known photographers. The importance of
information within the photographer's imprint or backmark is emphasized throughout
the book. Hopkins offers a substantial amount of previously unknown information about
these images, how each came to be, and the mistakes in fact and attribution other
authors and writers have made describing photographs of Lee to the reading public.
Many of the images in this book are being published for the first time. In addition to a
few rare photographs and formats that were uncovered during the research phase of
Robert E. Lee in War and Peace, the author offers--for the first time--definitive and
conclusive attribution of the identity of the photographer of the well-known Lee "in the
field" images, and reproduces a startling imperial-size photograph of Lee made by
Alexander Gardner of Washington, D.C. Students of American history in general and
the Civil War in particular, as well as collectors and dealers who deal with Civil War era
photography, will find Hopkins's outstanding Robert E. Lee in War and Peace a true
contribution to the growing literature on the Civil War. About the Author: Born in the
rural South, Donald A. Hopkins has maintained a fascination with Southern history
Page 2/9

Read Online Who Was Robert E Lee
since he was a child. In addition to published papers in the medical field, he has written
several Civil War articles and The Little Jeff: The Jeff Davis Legion, Cavalry, Army of
Northern Virginia for which he received the United Daughters of the Confederacy's
Jefferson Davis Historical Gold Medal. Dr. Hopkins served as Battalion Surgeon for the
1st Battalion, 9th Marines, (better known as "The Walking Dead") in Vietnam. He was
awarded the purple heart and the Bronze Star with combat "V." Dr. Hopkins is a
surgeon in Gulfport, Mississippi, where he lives with his wife Cindy and their golden
retriever Dixie.
"The best and most balanced of the Lee biographies."—New York Review of Books The
life of Robert E. Lee is a story not of defeat but of triumph—triumph in clearing his family
name, triumph in marrying properly, triumph over the mighty Mississippi in his work as
an engineer, and triumph over all other military men to become the towering figure who
commanded the Confederate army in the American Civil War. But late in life Lee
confessed that he "was always wanting something." In this probing and personal
biography, Emory Thomas reveals more than the man himself did. Robert E. Lee has
been, and continues to be, a symbol and hero in the American story. But in life, Thomas
writes, Lee was both more and less than his legend. Here is the man behind the
legend.
General Robert E. Lee was a complicated man and military figure. In Robert E. Lee, the
11th book in the critically acclaimed Great Generals Series, Noah Andre Trudeau
follows the general's Civil War path with a special emphasis on Lee's changing set of
personal values as the conflict wended through four bloody years and by exploring his
famous skills as a crafty and daring tactician. Trudeau adds a fresh perspective toward
understanding a major figure in American history who remains decidedly an enigma.
A portrait of the Civil War leader delves into his family history and personality to reveal
the human behind the general, documenting how the lessons he learned from his
elders were applied on the battlefield. Reprint. 35,000 first printing.
This book details Lee’s life from Gettysburg to his death just five years after the
South’s surrender at Appomattox. Rather than retreating bitterly from life, Lee sought
to heal the nation, even meeting with his rival, Ulysses S. Grant, while the former Union
general occupied the White House. Leaving his military life behind, Lee went on to
become president of Washington College, where he was revered for his fairness as well
as his willingness to help struggling students.
Meet ROBERT E. LEE is the story of a great American leader forced to make a terrible
decision. Robert E. Lee the Virginian, son of a Revolutionary hero, served in the U.S.
Army as America moved towards Civil War. Loving his country, he hated to see the
Union split, but he could not fight against the South. His agonizing decision, his brilliant
military leadership, and the fine example he set when the battle was done, are all
recounted in this thoroughly researched and richly illustrated book.
Based on Mrs. Lee's personal notebook and presented by her great-granddaughter,
this charming book is a treasury of recipes, remedies, and household history. Both the
original and modern versions of 70 recipes are included.
A biography focusing on the childhood of the man who turned down the field command
of the United States Army and became the leader of the Confederate Army during the
Civil War.
With rigorous research and unprecedented insight into Robert E. Lee's personal and
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public lives, Michael Fellman here uncovers the intelligent, ambitious, and often
troubled man behind the legend, exploring his life within the social, cultural, and political
context of the nineteenth-century American South.
In a forceful but humane narrative, former soldier and head of the West Point history
department Ty Seidule's Robert E. Lee and Me challenges the myths and lies of the
Confederate legacy—and explores why some of this country’s oldest wounds have
never healed. Ty Seidule grew up revering Robert E. Lee. From his southern childhood
to his service in the U.S. Army, every part of his life reinforced the Lost Cause myth:
that Lee was the greatest man who ever lived, and that the Confederates were
underdogs who lost the Civil War with honor. Now, as a retired brigadier general and
Professor Emeritus of History at West Point, his view has radically changed. From a
soldier, a scholar, and a southerner, Ty Seidule believes that American history
demands a reckoning. In a unique blend of history and reflection, Seidule deconstructs
the truth about the Confederacy—that its undisputed primary goal was the subjugation
and enslavement of Black Americans—and directly challenges the idea of honoring
those who labored to preserve that system and committed treason in their failed
attempt to achieve it. Through the arc of Seidule’s own life, as well as the culture that
formed him, he seeks a path to understanding why the facts of the Civil War have
remained buried beneath layers of myth and even outright lies—and how they embody a
cultural gulf that separates millions of Americans to this day. Part history lecture, part
meditation on the Civil War and its fallout, and part memoir, Robert E. Lee and Me
challenges the deeply-held legends and myths of the Confederacy—and provides a
surprising interpretation of essential truths that our country still has a difficult time
articulating and accepting.
Who Was Robert E. Lee?Penguin
Robert E. Lee was a leader for the ages. The man heralded by Winston Churchill as
"one of the noblest Americans who ever lived" inspired an out-manned, out-gunned
army to achieve greatness on the battlefield. He was a brilliant strategist and a man of
unyielding courage who, in the face of insurmountable odds, nearly changed forever the
course of history. "A masterpiece—the best work of its kind I have ever read. Crocker's
Lee is a Lee for all leaders to study; and to work, quite deliberately, to emulate." — Major
General Josiah Bunting III, superintendent of the Virginia Military Institute In this
remarkable book, you'll learn the keys to Lee's greatness as a man and a leader. You'll
find a general whose standards for personal excellence was second to none, whose
leadership was founded on the highest moral principles, and whose character was
made of steel. You'll see how he remade a rag-tag bunch of men into one of the most
impressive fighting forces history has ever known. You'll also discover other sides of
Lee—the businessman who inherited the debt-ridden Arlington plantation and
streamlined its operations, the teacher who took a backwater college and made it into a
prestigious university, and the motivator who inspired those he led to achieve more
than they ever dreamed possible. Each chapter concludes with the extraordinary
lessons learned, which can be applied not only to your professional life, but also to your
private life as well. Today's business world requires leaders of uncommon excellence
who can overcome the cold brutality of constant change. Robert E. Lee was such a
leader. He triumphed over challenges people in business face every day. Guided by his
magnificent example, so can you.
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The first close examination of how Robert E. Lee's faith shaped his life Robert E. Lee
was many things—accomplished soldier, military engineer, college president, family
man, agent of reconciliation, polarizing figure. He was also a person of deep Christian
conviction. In this biography of the famous Civil War general, R. David Cox shows how
Lee's Christian faith shaped his crucial role in some of the most pivotal events in
American history. Delving into family letters and other primary sources—some of them
newly discovered—Cox traces the lifelong development of Lee's convictions and how
they influenced his decisions to stand with Virginia over against the Union and later to
support reconciliation and reconstruction in the years after the Civil War. Faith was
central to Lee's character, Cox argues—so central that it directed and redirected his life,
especially in the aftermath of defeat.
Recounts the Battle of Gettysburg from the perspectives of ordinary soldiers to offer
insight into 19th-century military practices, the pivotal influence of politics on the battle's
course, and the unique characters of artillery units. Reprint.
“Pryor’s biography helps part with a lot of stupid out there about Lee – chiefly, that he
was, somehow, ‘anti-slavery.’” – Ta-Nehisi Coates, theatlantic.com An “unorthodox,
critical, and engaging biography” (Boston Globe) – Winner of The Lincoln Prize Robert
E. Lee is remembered by history as a tragic figure, stoic and brave but distant and
enigmatic. Using dozens of previously unpublished letters as departure points, Pryor
produces a stunning personal account of Lee's military ability, shedding new light on
every aspect of the complex and contradictory general's life story. Explained for the first
time in the context of the young United States's tumultuous societal developments,
Lee's actions reveal a man forced to play a leading role in the formation of the nation at
the cost of his private happiness.
In this reexamination of the last two years of Lee's storied military career, Ethan S.
Rafuse offers a clear, informative, and insightful account of Lee's ultimately
unsuccessful struggle to defend the Confederacy against a relentless and determined
foe. This book provides a comprehensive, yet concise and entertaining narrative of the
battles and campaigns that highlighted this phase of the war and analyzes the battles
and Lee's generalship in the context of the steady deterioration of the Confederacy's
prospects for victory.
A portrait of a legendary figure in American military history, who lived during the early
years of photography, offers 120 photographs, capturing the life and times of a great
man.
To some, Robert E. Lee is a beloved general, held in the highest regard. To others, he
is one of history's most paradoxical heroes. He fought passionately to defend his
homeland and was one of the nation's greatest soldiers, yet his name is often
inextricably linked with slavery and secession. In 1861 Lee was Lincoln's first choice to
lead the Union troops in the Civil War. But a strong loyalty to Virginia held Lee back.
Instead he chose to become the commanding officer of the Confederacy. Lee had great
success in battle by spitting his forces and unleashing suprise attacks. His victory at
Chancellorville, where his troops soundly defeated an enemy twice their size, remains
the most astonishing. However, only when he surrendered in 1865 did the nation
understand the kind of man Robert E. Lee truly was. He was kind and loving, giving all
of himself to a reconciliation between the North and the South. In this meticulously
researched biography, James I. Robertson explores the life of one of the most revered
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-- and misunderstood -- Civil War Generals.
Originally published in hardcover in 2015 by Scribner.
Presents the life of the Confederate general, describing his childhood, his thirty-five year
career in the U.S. Army, his decision to fight for the South during the Civil War, and his
command of some of the famous battles of the war.
This book challenges the general view that Robert E. Lee was a military genius who staved off
inevitable Confederate defeat against insurmountable odds. Instead, the author contends that
Lee was responsible for the South's loss in a war it could have won. Instead, as this book
demonstrates, Lee unnecessarily went for the win, squandered his irreplaceable troops, and
weakened his army so badly that military defeat became inevitable. It describes how Lee's
army took 80,000 casualties in Lees first fourteen months of command-while imposing 73,000
casualties on his opponents. With the Confederacy outnumbered four to one, Lee's aggressive
strategy and tactics proved to be suicidal. Also described arc Lee's failure to take charge of the
battlefield (such as on the second day of Gettysburg), his overly complex and ineffective battle
plans (such as those at Antietam and during the Seven Days' campaign), and his vague and
ambiguous orders (such as those that deprived him of Jeb Stuart's services for most of
Gettysburg). Bonekemper looks beyond Lee's battles in the East and describes how Lee's
Virginia-first myopia played a major role in crucial Confederate failures in the West. He
itemizes Lee's refusals to provide reinforcements for Vicksburg or Tennessee in mid-1863, his
causing James Longstreet to arrive at Chickamauga with only a third of his troops, his idea to
move Longstreet away from Chattanooga just before Grant's troops broke through the
undeemanned Confederates there, and his failure to reinforce Atlanta in the critical months
before the 1864 presidential election. Bonekemper argues that Lee's ultimate failure was his
prolonging of the hopeless and bloody slaughter even afterUnion victory had been ensured by
a series of events: the fall of Atlanta, the re-election of Lincoln, and the fall of Petersburg and
Richmond. Finally, the author explores historians' treatment of Lee, including the deification of
him by failed Confederate generals attempting to resurrect their own reputations. Readers will
not fred themselves feeling neutral about this stinging critique of the hero of The Lost Cause.
Robert E. Lee was both a military genius and a spiritual leader, considered by
many—southerners and nonsoutherners alike—to have been a near saint. In The Marble Man a
leading Civil War military historian examines the hold of Lee on the American mind and traces
the campaign in historiography that elevated him to national hero status.
History has been kind to Robert E. Lee. Woodrow Wilson believed General Lee was a “model
to men who would be morally great.” Douglas Southall Freeman, who won a Pulitzer Prize for
his four-volume biography of Lee, described his subject as “one of a small company of great
men in whom there is no inconsistency to be explained, no enigma to be solved.” Winston
Churchill called him “one of the noblest Americans who ever lived.” Until recently, there was
even a stained glass window devoted to Lee's life at the National Cathedral in Washington,
D.C. Immediately after the Civil War, however, many northerners believed Lee should be
hanged for treason and war crimes. Americans will be surprised to learn that in June of 1865
Robert E. Lee was indicted for treason by a Norfolk, Virginia grand jury. In his instructions to
the grand jury, Judge John C. Underwood described treason as “wholesale murder,” and
declared that the instigators of the rebellion had “hands dripping with the blood of slaughtered
innocents.” In early 1866, Lee decided against visiting friends while in Washington, D.C. for a
congressional hearing, because he was conscious of being perceived as a “monster” by
citizens of the nation’s capital. Yet somehow, roughly fifty years after his trip to Washington,
Lee had been transformed into a venerable American hero, who was highly regarded by
southerners and northerners alike. Almost a century after Appomattox, Dwight D. Eisenhower
had Lee’s portrait on the wall of his White House office. The Lost Indictment of Robert E. Lee
tells the story of the forgotten legal and moral case that was made against the Confederate
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general after the Civil War. The actual indictment went missing for 72 years. Over the past 150
years, the indictment against Lee after the war has both literally and figuratively disappeared
from our national consciousness. In this book, Civil War historian John Reeves illuminates the
incredible turnaround in attitudes towards the defeated general by examining the evolving case
against him from 1865 to 1870 and beyond.
The captivating, inside story of the woman who helmed the Washington Post during one of the
most turbulent periods in the history of American media. Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for
Biography In this bestselling and widely acclaimed memoir, Katharine Graham, the woman
who piloted the Washington Post through the scandals of the Pentagon Papers and Watergate,
tells her story—one that is extraordinary both for the events it encompasses and for the
courage, candor, and dignity of its telling. Here is the awkward child who grew up amid
material wealth and emotional isolation; the young bride who watched her brilliant, charismatic
husband—a confidant to John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson—plunge into the mental illness
that would culminate in his suicide. And here is the widow who shook off her grief and
insecurity to take on a president and a pressman’s union as she entered the profane boys’
club of the newspaper business. As timely now as ever, Personal History is an exemplary
record of our history and of the woman who played such a shaping role within them,
discovering her own strength and sense of self as she confronted—and mastered—the personal
and professional crises of her fascinating life.
From the award-winning historian and best-selling author of Gettysburg comes the definitive
biography of Robert E. Lee. An intimate look at the Confederate general in all his
complexity—his hypocrisy and courage, his inner turmoil and outward calm, his disloyalty and
his honor. Robert E. Lee is one of the most confounding figures in American history. Lee
betrayed his nation in order to defend his home state and uphold the slave system he claimed
to oppose. He was a traitor to the country he swore to serve as an Army officer, and yet he
was admired even by his enemies for his composure and leadership. He considered slavery
immoral, but benefited from inherited slaves and fought to defend the institution. And behind
his genteel demeanor and perfectionism lurked the insecurities of a man haunted by the legacy
of a father who stained the family name by declaring bankruptcy and who disappeared when
Robert was just six years old. In Robert E. Lee, the award-winning historian Allen Guelzo has
written the definitive biography of the general, following him from his refined upbringing in
Virginia high society, to his long career in the U.S. Army, his agonized decision to side with
Virginia when it seceded from the Union, and his leadership during the Civil War. Above all,
Guelzo captures Robert E. Lee in all his complexity--his hypocrisy and courage, his outward
calm and inner turmoil, his honor and his disloyalty.
"In this volume the attempt has been made to imperfectly supply the great desire to have
something from Robert E. Lee's pen, by introducing, at the periods referred to, such extracts
from his private letters as would be of great interest. He is thus made, for the first time, to give
his impressions and opinions on most of the great events with which he was so closely
connected"--Preface.

In Clouds of Glory: The Life and Legend of Robert E. Lee, Michael Korda, the New York
Times bestselling biographer of Dwight D. Eisenhower, Ulysses S. Grant, and T. E.
Lawrence, has written the first major biography of Lee in nearly twenty years, bringing
to life one of America's greatest, most iconic heroes. Korda paints a vivid and admiring
portrait of Lee as a general and a devoted family man who, though he disliked slavery
and was not in favor of secession, turned down command of the Union army in 1861
because he could not "draw his sword" against his own children, his neighbors, and his
beloved Virginia. He was surely America's preeminent military leader, as calm,
dignified, and commanding a presence in defeat as he was in victory. Lee's reputation
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has only grown in the 150 years since the Civil War, and Korda covers in
groundbreaking detail all of Lee's battles and traces the making of a great man's
undeniable reputation on both sides of the Mason-Dixon Line, positioning him finally as
the symbolic martyr-hero of the Southern Cause. Clouds of Glory features dozens of
stunning illustrations, some never before seen, including eight pages of color, sixteen
pages of black-and-white, and nearly fifty battle maps.
A descendant of Confederate General Robert E. Lee chronicles his story of growing up
with the South's most honored name, and the moments that forced him to confront the
privilege, racism, and subversion of human dignity that came with it. With a foreword by
Rev. Dr. Bernice A. King. The Reverend Robert W. Lee was a little-known pastor at a
small church in North Carolina until the Charlottesville protests, when he went public
with his denunciation of white supremacy in a captivating speech at the MTV Video
Music Awards. Support poured in from around the country, but so did threats of
violence from people who opposed the Reverend's message. In this riveting memoir, he
narrates what it was like growing up as a Lee in the South, an experience that was
colored by the world of the white Christian majority. He describes the widespread
nostalgia for the Lost Cause and his gradual awakening to the unspoken assumptions
of white supremacy which had, almost without him knowing it, distorted his values and
even his Christian faith. In particular, Lee examines how many white Christians
continue to be complicit in a culture of racism and injustice, and how after leaving his
pulpit, he was welcomed into a growing movement of activists all across the South who
are charting a new course for the region. A Sin by Any Other Name is a love letter to
the South, from the South, by a Lee—and an unforgettable call for change and renewal.
One month in 1865 witnessed the frenzied fall of Richmond, a daring last-ditch
Southern plan for guerrilla warfare, Lee's harrowing retreat, and then, Appomattox. It
saw Lincoln's assassination just five days later and a near-successful plot to decapitate
the Union government, followed by chaos and coup fears in the North, collapsed
negotiations and continued bloodshed in the South, and finally, the start of national
reconciliation. In the end, April 1865 emerged as not just the tale of the war's
denouement, but the story of the making of our nation. Jay Winik offers a brilliant new
look at the Civil War's final days that will forever change the way we see the war's end
and the nation's new beginning. Uniquely set within the larger sweep of history and
filled with rich profiles of outsize figures, fresh iconoclastic scholarship, and a gripping
narrative, this is a masterful account of the thirty most pivotal days in the life of the
United States.
While many people believed that the Confederate States of America was doomed to
failure from the start because it was essentially an impracticable theory, Robert E. Lee
claimed it was not the government but the leaders that failed. In The Enduring
Relevance of Robert E. Lee Marshall L. DeRosa uses the American Civil War and the
figure of Robert E. Lee to consider the role of political leadership under extremely
difficult circumstances and the proper response to those circumstances. DeRosa
examines Lee as a politician rather than just a military leader and finds that many of
Lee’s assertions are still relevant today.
Robert E. Lee In Texas introduces a little known phase of the great General’s
career—his service in Texas during the four turbulent years just preceding the Civil
War—at Camp Cooper, watching the federal government’s “humanizing” experiment
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with the wild Comanches; at San Antonio, commanding the Department of Texas; and
at Fort Mason, headquarters of the Second United States Cavalry. In this account Carl
Coke Rister, a leading historian of the West, takes us with Lee to his lonely posts on the
border, and we share with him the hazardous and often fruitless chases after renegade
Indians and Mexican bandits. We see through the eyes of the “Academy man” the raw
life on the frontier and hear from his lips his impressions of the country and people.
These were critical years for the nation and for the future military leader of the
Confederacy. When Lieutenant Colonel Robert Edward Lee was transferred from the
superintendency of West Point to Camp Cooper on an Indian frontier, where isolation,
rawness, inconvenience, deprivation, and even death were commonplace, it seemed to
him and to some of his friends that his military career was coming to a dead end.
Nevertheless, while he was “lost on the frontier,” he gained strength, wisdom, and
maturity. He worked with, and for the most part commanded, the famous Second
Cavalry, many of the officers of which became either Northern or Southern field
commanders in the Civil War. To know these officers, their points of strength and
weakness, their whims and caprices, and their likes and dislikes served him well later in
military crises. When in 1861 Lee came from the Texas wilderness to report to General
Winfield Scott in Washington, he was prepared to assume the role of the South’s
peerless leader—to justify General Scott’s Mexican War characterization of him as
“America’s very best soldier.”
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