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This practical coursebook introduces all the basics of
semantics in a simple, step-by-step fashion. Each
unit includes short sections of explanation with
examples, followed by stimulating practice exercises
to complete in the book. Feedback and comment
sections follow each exercise to enable students to
monitor their progress. No previous background in
semantics is assumed, as students begin by
discovering the value and fascination of the subject
and then move through all key topics in the field,
including sense and reference, simple logic, word
meaning and interpersonal meaning. New study
guides and exercises have been added to the end of
each unit to help reinforce and test learning. A
completely new unit on non-literal language and
metaphor, plus updates throughout the text
significantly expand the scope of the original edition
to bring it up-to-date with modern teaching of
semantics for introductory courses in linguistics as
well as intermediate students.
A history of the quest for human language origins is
comprised of two intertwined narratives that
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respectively trace the development of language and
the process through which scientists have explored
the subject, in an account that also documents the
contributions of such figures as Noam Chomsky and
Steven Pinker.
New research on the adaptive behavior of natural
and synthetic agents. The biannual International
Conference on the Simulation of Adaptive Behavior
brings together researchers from ethology,
psychology, ecology, artificial intelligence, artificial
life, robotics, engineering, and related fields to
advance the understanding of behaviors and
underlying mechanisms that allow natural and
synthetic agents (animats) to adapt and survive in
uncertain environments. The work presented
focuses on well-defined models--robotic, computer
simulation, and mathematical--that help to
characterize and compare various organizational
principles or architectures underlying adaptive
behavior in both animals and animats. The
proceedings of the eighth conference treat such
topics as passive and active perception, navigation
and mapping, collective and social behavior, and
applied adaptive behavior.
At the birth of analytic philosophy Frege created a
paradigm that is centrally important to how meaning
has been understood in the twentieth century. Frege
invented the now familiar distinctions of sense and
force, of sense and reference, of concept and object.
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He introduced the conception of sentence meaning
as residing in truth-conditions and argued that
semantics is a normative enterprise distinct from
psychology. Most importantly, he created modern
quantification theory,engendering the idea that the
syntactic and semantic forms of modern logic
underpin the meanings of natural-language
sentences. Stephen Barker undertakes to overthrow
Frege's paradigm, rejecting all the above-mentioned
features.The framework he offers is a speech-actbased approach to meaning in which semantics is
entirely subsumed by pragmatics. In this framework:
meaning resides in syntax and pragmatics; sentencemeanings are not propositions but speech-act types;
word-meanings are not objects, functions, or
properties, but again speech-act types; pragmatic
phenomena one would expect not to figure in
semantics, such as pretence, enter into the logical
form of sentences; a compositional semantics is
provided byshowing how speech-act types combine
together to form complex speech-act types; the
syntactic structures invoked are not those of
quantifiers, open sentences, variables, variablebinding, etc., rather they are structures specific to
speech-act forms, which link logical form and surface
grammar veryclosely.According to Barker, a natural
language - a system of thought - is an emergent
entity that arises from the combination of simple
intentional structures, and certain nonPage 3/25
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representational cognitive states. It is embedded in,
and part of, a world devoid of normative facts qua
extra-linguistic entities. The world, in which the
system is embedded, is a totality of particular states
of affairs. There is no logical complexity in re; it
contains mereological complexity only. Some truths
havetruth-makers, but others, logically complex
truths, lack them. Nevertheless, the truth-predicate is
univocal in meaning.Renewing Meaning is a radical,
ambitious work which offers to transform the
semantics of natural language.
This volume presents a comprehensive survey of the
lexicon and word formation processes in
contemporary Japanese, with particular emphasis on
their typologically characteristic features and their
interactions with syntax and semantics. Through
contacts with a variety of languages over more than
two thousand years of history, Japanese has
developed a complex vocabulary system that is
composed of four lexical strata: (i) native Japanese,
(ii) mimetic, (iii) Sino-Japanese, and (iv) foreign
(especially English). This hybrid composition of the
lexicon, coupled with the agglutinative character of
the language by which morphology is closely
associated with syntax, gives rise to theoretically
intriguing interactions with word formation processes
that are not easily found with inflectional, isolate, or
polysynthetic types of languages.
A study of word structure using a specific theoretical
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framework known as 'Network Morphology'.
This book shows how grammar helps people
communicate and looks at the ways grammar and
meaning interrelate. The author starts from the
notion that a speaker codes a meaning into
grammatical forms which the listener is then able to
recover: each word, he shows, has its own meaning
and each bit of grammar its own function, their
combinations creating and limiting the possibilities
for different words. He uncovers a rationale for the
varying grammatical properties of different words
and in the process explains many facts about
English - such as why we can say I wish to go, I wish
that he would go, and I want to go but not I want that
he would go. The first part of the book reviews the
main points of English syntax and discusses English
verbs in terms of their semantic types including
those of Motion, Giving, Speaking, Liking, and
Trying. In the second part Professor Dixon looks at
eight grammatical topics, including complement
clauses, transitivity and causatives, passives, and
the promotion of a non-subject to subject, as in
Dictionaries sell well. This is the updated and revised
edition of A New Approach to English Grammar on
Semantic Principles. It includes new chapters on
tense and aspect, nominalizations and possession,
and adverbs and negation, and contains a new
discussion of comparative forms of adjectives. It also
explains recent changes in English grammar,
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including how they has replaced the tabooed he as a
pronoun referring to either gender, as in When a
student reads this book, they will learn a lot about
English grammar in a most enjoyable manner.
"Provides both an introduction to LFG and a
synthesis of major theoretical developments in
lexical-functional syntax over the past few
decades"-This book examines the nature of the interface
between word meaning and syntax, one of the most
controversial and elusive issues in contemporary
linguistics. It approaches the interface from both
sides of the relation, and surveys a range of views
on the mapping between them, with an emphasis on
lexical approaches to argument structure. Stephen
Wechsler begins by analysing the fundamental
problem of word meaning, with discussions of
vagueness and polysemy, complemented with a look
at the roles of world knowledge and normative
aspects of word meaning. He then surveys the
argument-taking properties of verbs and other
predicators, and presents key theories of lexical
semantic structure. Later chapters provide a
description of formal theories and frameworks for
capturing the mapping from word meaning to
syntactic structure, as well as arguments in favour of
a lexicalist approach to argument structure. The
book will interest scholars of theoretical linguistics,
particularly in the fields of syntax and lexical
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semantics, as well as those interested in
psycholinguistics and philosophy of language.
The series is a platform for contributions of all kinds
to this rapidly developing field. General problems are
studied from the perspective of individual languages,
language families, language groups, or language
samples. Conclusions are the result of a deepened
study of empirical data. Special emphasis is given to
little-known languages, whose analysis may shed
new light on long-standing problems in general
linguistics.
"The semantics of grammar" presents a radically
semantic approach to syntax and morphology. It
offers a methodology which makes it possible to
demonstrate, on an empirical basis, that syntax is
neither "autonomous" nor "arbitrary," but that it
follows from "semantics." It is shown that every
grammatical construction encodes a certain
semantic structure, which can be revealed and
rigorously stated, so that the meanings encoded in
grammar can be compared in a precise and
illuminating way, within one language and across
language boundaries. The author develops a
semantic metalanguage based on lexical universals
or near-universals (and, ultimately, on a system of
universal semantic primitives), and shows that the
same semantic metalanguage can be used for
explicating lexical, grammatical and pragmatic
aspects of language and thus offers a method for an
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integrated linguistic description based on semantic
foundations. Analyzing data from a number of
different languages (including English, Russian and
Japanese) the author explores the notion of
ethnosyntax and, via semantics, links syntax and
morphology with culture. She attemps to
demonstrate that the use of a semantic
metalanguage based on lexical universals makes it
possible to rephrase the Humboldt-Sapir-Whorf
hypothesis in such a way that it can be tested and
treated as a program for empirical research.
This 22-chapter text explores the structure of
language and the meaning of words within a given
structure. The text/workbook combination gives
students both the theory and practice they need to
understand this complex topic. It features the
personalized system of instruction (PSI) approach.
The ideal introduction for students of semantics,
Lexical Meaning fills the gap left by more general
semantics textbooks, providing the teacher and the
student with insights into word meaning beyond the
traditional overviews of lexical relations. The book
explores the relationship between word meanings
and syntax and semantics more generally. It
provides a balanced overview of the main theoretical
approaches, along with a lucid explanation of their
relative strengths and weaknesses. After covering
the main topics in lexical meaning, such as polysemy
and sense relations, the textbook surveys the types
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of meanings represented by different word classes. It
explains abstract concepts in clear language, using a
wide range of examples, and includes linguistic
puzzles in each chapter to encourage the student to
practise using the concepts. 'Adopt-a-Word'
exercises give students the chance to research a
particular word, building a portfolio of specialist work
on a single word.
First published in 1981. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Text readability is at the core of successful reading
instruction and language learning. To counteract the
challenges of complex reading content, text leveling
is a vital necessity for readers with limited language
access. A transdisciplinary analysis of reading
development and linguistic interrelations builds the
theoretical foundation of the base-1 method. This
method focuses solely on structural and functional
text elements on the word, sentence and cohesion
level. But this book also discusses the significance of
other prevalent readability factors, such as the
reader ?s language knowledge or socio-cultural
background. The base-1 method is designed to level
early reading texts in German and other alphabetic
languages. Experimental tests with a German
immersion population has led to a preliminary
calibration to demonstrate the validity of this
approach. Bernd Nuss ist erfahrener
Immersionslehrer in verschiedenen Programmen,
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die sich über Nord-, Zentral- und Südamerika
erstrecken. An der E. E. Waddell Language
Academy wirkt er schulintern als Immersion
Facilitator, kooperiert mit Bildungsorganisationen
und betreut die Praktika von Gaststudierenden an
der Schule. Bernd Nuss has worked as an educator
and facilitator in English and German language
immersion programs all over the Americas and in
Europe. In this capacity, he has also been
collaborating as a researcher with universities and
other educational institutions in Europe, Asia, and
the USA.
Volume 1 of Approaches to Bootstrapping focuses
on early word learning and syntactic development
with special emphasis on the bootstrapping
mechanisms by which the child using properties of
the speech input enters the native linguistic system.
Topics discussed in the area of lexical acquisition
are: cues and mechanisms for isolating words in the
input; special features of motherese and their role for
early word learning; the determination of first word
meanings; memory and related processing
capacities in early word learning and understanding;
and lexical representation and lexical access in early
language production. The papers on syntactic
development deal with the acquisition of grammatical
prosodic features for learning language specific
syntactic regularities.Volume 2 of Approaches to
Bootstrapping focuses on the interaction between
Page 10/25

Read Book Word Meaning And Syntax
Approaches To The Interface Oxford Surveys In
Syntax Morphology
the development of prosodic and morphosyntactic
knowledge as evidenced in the early speech of
Dutch, English, German, Portugese, Spanish,
Danish, Islandic, and Swedish children sheding new
light on the relation between universal and language
specific aspects of language acquisition. Another
section of this volume deals with new approaches to
language acquisition using ERP- techniques. The
papers discuss in detail the relation between the
development of language skills and changes in
neurophysiological aspects of the brain. The
potentials of these techniques for the development of
new tools for an early diagnosis of children who are
at risque for developmental language disorders are
also pointed out. The closing section contains a
synopsis of interactionist approaches to language
acquisition, a discussion of the genetic and
experiential origin of primitive linguistic elements in
acquisition, and a discussion of structural and
developmental aspects of bird song in comparison to
human language. The two volumes making up
Approaches to Bootstrapping present a state-of-the
art interdisciplinary and cross-linguistic overview of
recent developments in first language acquisition
research.
This book investigates the nature and properties of
roots, the core elements of word meaning. In
particular, chapters examine the interaction of roots
with syntactic structure, and the role of their
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semantic and morpho-phonological properties in that
interaction. Issues addressed in the book include the
semantics and phonology of roots in isolation and in
context; the categorial specification of roots; and the
role of phases in word formation. Internationally
recognized scholars approach these topics from a
variety of theoretical backgrounds, drawing on data
from languages including German, Hebrew, and
Modern Greek. The book will be of interest to
linguistics students and researchers of all theoretical
persuasions from graduate level upwards.
Analyzing Syntax: A Lexical-Functional Approach is
a comprehensive and accessible textbook on
syntactic analysis, designed for students of
linguistics at advanced undergraduate or graduate
level. Working within the Lexical Functional
Grammar (LFG) approach, it provides students with
a framework for analyzing and describing
grammatical structure, using extensive examples
from both European and non-European languages.
Topics covered include: tests for constituency,
passivization and other relation-changing processes,
reflexive pronouns, the control relation, Topic and
Focus, relative clauses and Wh-questions, causative
constructions, serial verbs, quirky case , and
ergativity. As well as building on what linguists have
learned about language in general, particular
attention is paid to the unique features of individual
languages. While its primary focus is on syntactic
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structure, the book also deals with aspects of
meaning, function and word-structure that are
directly relevant to syntax. Clearly organised into
topics, this textbook is ideal for one-semester
courses in syntax and grammatical analysis.
An Introduction to Syntactic Analysis and Theory
offersbeginning students a comprehensive overview
of and introduction toour current understanding of
the rules and principles that governthe syntax of
natural languages. Includes numerous pedagogical
features such as‘practice’ boxes and sidebars,
designed to facilitateunderstanding of both the
‘hows’ and the‘whys’ of sentence structure Guides
readers through syntactic and morphological
structuresin a progressive manner Takes the
mystery out of one of the most crucial aspects of
theworkings of language – the principles and
processes behindthe structure of sentences Ideal for
students with minimal knowledge of current
syntacticresearch, it progresses in theoretical
difficulty from basic ideasand theories to more
complex and advanced, up to date concepts
insyntactic theory
The book will appeal to scholars and advanced
students of morphology, syntax, computational
linguistics and natural language processing (NLP). It
provides a critical and practical guide to
computational techniques for handling morphological
and syntactic phenomena, showing how these
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techniques have been used and modified in practice.
The authors discuss the nature and uses of syntactic
parsers and examine the problems and opportunities
of parsing algorithms for finite-state, context-free and
various context-sensitive grammars. They relate
approaches for describing syntax and morphology to
formal mechanisms and algorithms, and present wellmotivated approaches for augmenting grammars
with weights or probabilities.
This volume of newly commissioned essays
examines current theoretical and computational work
on polysemy, the term used in semantic analysis to
describe words with more than one meaning or
function, sometimes perhaps related (as in plain)
and sometimes perhaps not (as in bank). Such
words present few difficulties in everyday language,
but pose central problems for linguists and
lexicographers, especially for those involved in
lexical semantics and in computational modelling.
The contributors to this book–leading researchers in
theoretical and computational linguistics–consider
the implications of these problems for grammatical
theory and how they may be addressed by
computational means. The theoretical essays in the
book examine polysemy as an aspect of a broader
theory of word meaning. Three theoretical
approaches are presented: the Classical (or
Aristotelian), the Prototypical, and the Relational.
Their authors describe the nature of polysemy, the
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criteria for detecting it, and its manifestations across
languages. They examine the issues arising from the
regularity of polysemy and the theoretical principles
proposed to account for the interaction of lexical
meaning with the semantics and syntax of the
context in which it occurs. Finally they consider the
formal representations of meaning in the lexicon,
and their implications for dictionary construction. The
computational essays are concerned with the
challenge of polysemy to automatic sense
disambiguation–how intended meaning for a word
occurrence can be identified. The approaches
presented include the exploitation of lexical
information in machine-readable dictionaries,
machine learning based on patterns of word cooccurrence, and hybrid approaches that combine the
two. As a whole, the volume shows how on the one
hand theoretical work provides the motivation and
may suggest the basis for computational algorithms,
while on the other computational results may
validate, or reveal problems in, the principles set
forth by theories.
This volume brings together recent scholarship
addressing a number of significant issues in
linguistic theory and description, including verb
classification, case marking, comparative
constructions, noun phrase structure, clause linkage
and reference-tracking in discourse. These topics
are discussed with respect to a wide range of
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languages, including Bamunka (Bantu), Biblical
Hebrew, Japanese, Persian, Pitjantjatjara (Australia),
Russian and Taiwan Sign Language. The theoretical
perspective employed in these analyses is that of
Role and Reference Grammar (RRG), a theory
which strives to describe language structure and
grammatical phenomena in terms of the interaction
of syntax, semantics and discourse-pragmatics.
RRG differs from other parallel-architecture,
constructionally-oriented theories in important ways,
particularly with respect to the ability to formulate
cross-linguistic generalizations. The ability of RRG to
facilitate the formulation of cross-linguistic
generalizations is exemplified well in the
contributions to this volume. As such, this text makes
important theoretical and descriptive contributions to
contemporary linguistic discussions.
The study of syntax over the last half century has
seen a remarkable expansion of the boundaries of
human knowledge about the structure of natural
language. The Routledge Handbook of Syntax
presents a comprehensive survey of the major
theoretical and empirical advances in the
dynamically evolving field of syntax from a variety of
perspectives, both within the dominant generative
paradigm and between syntacticians working within
generative grammar and those working in
functionalist and related approaches. The handbook
covers key issues within the field that include: • core
Page 16/25

Read Book Word Meaning And Syntax
Approaches To The Interface Oxford Surveys In
Syntax Morphology
areas of syntactic empirical investigation, •
contemporary approaches to syntactic theory, •
interfaces of syntax with other components of the
human language system, • experimental and
computational approaches to syntax. Bringing
together renowned linguistic scientists and cuttingedge scholars from across the discipline and
providing a balanced yet comprehensive overview of
the field, the Routledge Handbook of Syntax is
essential reading for researchers and postgraduate
students working in syntactic theory.
In Towards a Theory of Denominals, Adina Camelia
Bleotu proposes a novel spanning analysis of
denominals, arguing for its explanatory superiority to
incorporation/conflation or nanosyntax in accounting
for the formation and behaviour of such verbs in
English and Romanian.
Focusing on objects, this book aims at contributing to the ongoing inquiry into modelling structures with missing
arguments. In addition to offering detailed discussion and
analyses of a unique combination of three very different
systems (English, Polish, and Hungarian), a larger goal here
is to provide a framework for deriving cross-linguistic and intralinguistic variation in the domain of object drop. Variation of
this type is hypothesised to follow, first and foremost, from the
association of heads in the extended nominal projection with
phonemic features and from the system of interpretation of
nominal expressions in a language. The book will be of
interest to both theoretically- and descriptively-oriented
researchers, since, even though its focus is theoretical, a
detailed discussion of the empirical facts, including some
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novel findings
drawn from corpus studies and grammaticality
judgements, is also offered.
Originally published in 1992, when connectionist natural
language processing (CNLP) was a new and burgeoning
research area, this book represented a timely assessment of
the state of the art in the field. It includes contributions from
some of the best known researchers in CNLP and covers a
wide range of topics. The book comprises four main sections
dealing with connectionist approaches to semantics, syntax,
the debate on representational adequacy, and connectionist
models of psycholinguistic processes. The semantics and
syntax sections deal with a variety of approaches to issues in
these traditional linguistic domains, covering the spectrum
from pure connectionist approaches to hybrid models
employing a mixture of connectionist and classical AI
techniques. The debate on the fundamental suitability of
connectionist architectures for dealing with natural language
processing is the focus of the section on representational
adequacy. The chapters in this section represent a range of
positions on the issue, from the view that connectionist
models are intrinsically unsuitable for all but the
associationistic aspects of natural language, to the other
extreme which holds that the classical conception of
representation can be dispensed with altogether. The final
section of the book focuses on the application of
connectionist models to the study of psycholinguistic
processes. This section is perhaps the most varied, covering
topics from speech perception and speech production, to
attentional deficits in reading. An introduction is provided at
the beginning of each section which highlights the main
issues relating to the section topic and puts the constituent
chapters into a wider context.
The Oxford Handbook of Deaf Studies in Literacy brings
together state-of-the-art research on literacy learning among
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hard of hearing learners (DHH). With contributions
from experts in the field, this volume covers topics such as
the importance of language and cognition, phonological or
orthographic awareness, morphosyntactic and vocabulary
understanding, reading comprehension and classroom
engagement, written language, and learning among
challenged populations. Avoiding sweeping generalizations
about DHH readers that overlook varied experiences, this
volume takes a nuanced approach, providing readers with the
research to help DHH students gain competence in reading
comprehension.
Irrespective of the language (first, second, or foreign) taught,
knowledge of linguistics and its application is a must for
language teachers. However, most TESOL programs use
general linguistics textbooks that deal with the science of
linguistics (as theory), disregarding its implications (practice)
for teaching English language learners. Applied Linguistics for
Teachers of Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Learners is
an essential scholarly publication that seeks to contribute to
TESOL and language teacher education programs in order to
assist educators to apply their knowledge to help linguistically
and culturally diverse learners succeed in school and life.
Highlighting an array of topics such as bilingualism,
morphology, and sociolinguistics, this book is ideal for
educators, educational programs, professionals,
academicians, professors, linguists, and students.
This book examines the nature, creation, and comprehension
of constructions in which words that go together in meaning
occur arbitrarily far away from each other. It provides a
detailed survey of the factors responsible for their creation
and comprehension, alongside new experimental evidence
and suggestions for future research.
In the study of word formation, the focus has often been on
generating the form. In this book, the semantic aspect of the
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of new words is central. It is viewed from the
perspectives of word formation rules and of lexicalization. An
extensive introduction gives a historical overview of the study
of the semantics of word formation and lexicalization,
explaining how the different theoretical frameworks used in
the contributions relate to each other. Each chapter then
concentrates on a specific question about a theoretical
concept or a word formation process in a particular language
and adopts a theoretical framework that is appropriate to the
study of this question. From general theoretical concepts of
productivity and lexicalization, the focus moves to
terminology, compounding, and derivation. Theoretical
frameworks discussed include Jackendoff's Conceptual
Structure, Langacker's Cognitive Grammar, Lieber's lexical
semantic approach to word formation, Pustejovsky's
Generative Lexicon, Beard's Lexeme-Morpheme-Base
Morphology, The onomasiological approach to terminology
and word formation.
The series publishes state-of-the-art work on core areas of
linguistics across theoretical frameworks as well as studies
that provide new insights by building bridges to neighbouring
fields such as neuroscience and cognitive science. The series
considers itself a forum for cutting-edge research based on
solid empirical data on language in its various manifestations,
including sign languages. It regards linguistic variation in its
synchronic and diachronic dimensions as well as in its social
contexts as important sources of insight for a better
understanding of the design of linguistic systems and the
ecology and evolution of language.
In Word Meaning, Richard Hudson introduces readers to the
techniques of lexical semantic analysis. Word Meaning: * is
based on a problem-solving approach to language *
introduces readers to the technical terminology and basic
principles associated with the analysis of word meaning *
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shows students
how to apply these terms and principles to
English * includes suggestions for further work
Cognitive Linguistics, the branch of linguistics that tries to
"make one's account of human language accord with what is
generally known about the mind and the brain," has become
one of the most flourishing fields of contemporary linguistics.
The chapters address many classic topics of Cognitive
Linguistics. These topics include studies on the semantics of
specific words (including polysemy and synonymy) as well as
semantic characteristics of particular syntactic patterns /
constructions (including constructional synonymy and the
schematicity of constructions), the analysis of causatives,
transitivity, and image-schematic aspects of posture verbs.
The key characteristic of this volume is that all papers adopt
the methodological perspective of Corpus Linguistics, the
rapidly evolving branch of linguistics based on the
computerized analysis of language used in authentic settings.
Thus, the contributions do not only all provide various new
insights in their respective fields, they also introduce new data
as well as new corpus-based and quantitative methods of
analysis. On the basis of their findings, the authors discuss
both theoretical implications going well beyond the singular
topics of the studies and show how the discipline of Cognitive
Linguistics can benefit from the rigorous analysis of naturallyoccurring language. The languages which are investigated
are English, German, Dutch, and Russian, and the data come
from a variety of different corpora. As such, the present
volume will be of interest to a wide range of scholars with
many different foci and interests and should pave the way for
further integration of usage-based techniques of analysis
within this exciting paradigm.
In Minimal Words in a Minimal Syntax the author combines a
detailed description of the morphological structure of words in
Swedish with a daring new approach to theoretical
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morphology,
based on the Minimalist Program of Chomsky
(1995) (as developed for syntactic structure). The X-bar
theoretic approach to word structure of the Principles and
Parameters framework is replaced by a rule free approach
incorporating only Merge and Move as structure building
devices. The author argues that stems have no word class
features, which are provided inflectional affixes (including
theme vowels etc.). Inflectional and derivational affixes differ
only in the external syntactic requirement that inflectional
affixes are associated with features that require checking in
the functional domain. An important analysis of compounding
is included, where binding elements are analyzed as a result
of structural antisymmetry requirements a la Kayne (1994).
Old chestnuts of morphological theory, such as the notion
“head of a word” and the nature and structure of the lexicon,
are succinctly discussed in the light of the theoretical
proposals advanced here. On the empirical side, there are
two lengthy chapters involving the semantic characterization
of prefixes and suffixes in Swedish, explaining their
distribution in terms of “types of Aktionsarten” imposed by
the affix on its host.
Do you feel that your writing lets you down? Do you feel that
your writing lets you down? Are you concerned about how to
punctuate properly? Do you have problems turning your
thoughts into writing? Do you need some help with
referencing?,/ul>If so, then this book will help you to address
your concerns and feel more confident about your writing
skills! This book introduces grammar in a gentle way by
illustrating the kinds of issues students may come across by
setting them in context using a soap opera style script.
Through a combination of the stories of the students and
carefully constructed chapters, the book provides details on
the essential aspects of grammar, language use and
punctuation needed by all university students. There are also
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to encourage the reader to relate the issues to their
own practice and experiences, as well as an extensive
glossary which defines the terms that are used throughout the
book. This new edition is completely revised and updated with
a new structure covering: Academic language Standard
English Sentence construction and punctuation Reflective
writing When and where to place an apostrophe Using
grammar checkers Avoiding plagiarism, Grammar: A Friendly
Approach is an irreverent look at the rules of grammar that
has become well-loved by students at college and university.
It is also recommended by teachers and tutors who see rapid
and noticeable improvements in the written work of those who
employ the author's tactics.
This book adopts a distinctively new approach to a major area
of syntax - the way in which adjectives are bound together
with other words in phrases or sentences. Connor Ferris
argues first, that syntactic constructions do not exist simply as
formal abstract grammatical structure, but directly reflect the
speaker's cognitive system; second, that apart from the
meanings attached to words, any phrase or sentence
contains a quite different kind of meaning, virtually
unexplored hitherto, which is directly tied to syntactic patterns
in which words occur. The author proposes a set of basic
pattern meanings, and states clearly how they are expressed
in the various adjectival constructions of English. The book
gives a comprehensive account of the semantic grammar of
English adjectives and explains why these precisely form the
set of adjective constructions that are found in English. Using
numerous examples from contemporary language, it is shown
how interaction between the relational meaning of a
construction and the word meaning of an adjective which it
contains can enable us to predict in some detail when a
sentence will be grammatical and when not, and what sort of
meaning it will bear. Written in a lively and readable style, this
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be essential reading for all students of English
Language and Linguistics, both those with English as their
first language, and those who are learning it as a foreign
language.
Even though the range of phenomena syntactic theories
intend to account for is basically the same, the large number
of current approaches to syntax shows how differently these
phenomena can be interpreted, described, and explained.
The goal of the volume is to probe into the question of how
exactly these frameworks differ and what if anything they
have in common.Descriptions of a sample of current
approaches to syntax are presented by their major
practitioners (Part I) followed by their metatheoretical
underpinnings (Part II). Given that the goal is to facilitate a
systematic comparison among the approaches, a checklist of
issues was given to the contributors to address. The main
headings are Data, Goals, Descriptive Tools, and Criteria for
Evaluation. The chapters are structured uniformly allowing an
item-by-item survey across the frameworks. The introduction
lays out the parameters along which syntactic frameworks
must be the same and how they may differ and a final paper
draws some conclusions about similarities and
differences.The volume is of interest to descriptive linguists,
theoreticians of grammar, philosophers of science, and
studies of the cognitive science of science.
This book examines a challenging problem at the intersection
of theoretical linguistics and the psychology of language: the
interpretation of gradient judgments of sentence acceptability
in relation to theories of grammatical knowledge. Acceptability
judgments constitute the primary source of data on which
such theories have been built, despite being susceptible to
various extra-grammatical factors. Through a review of
experimental and corpus-based research on a variety of
syntactic phenomena and an in-depth examination of two
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case studies,
Elaine J. Francis argues for two main positions.
The first is that converging evidence from online
comprehension tasks, elicited production tasks, and corpora
of naturally-occurring discourse can help to determine the
sources of variation in acceptability judgments and to narrow
down the range of plausible theoretical interpretations. The
second is that the interpretation of judgment data depends
crucially on the theoretical commitments and assumptions
made, especially with respect to the nature of the syntaxsemantics interface and the choice of either a categorical or a
gradient notion of grammaticality. The theoretical frameworks
considered in this book include derivational theories (e.g.
Minimalism, Principles and Parameters), constraint-based
theories (e.g. Sign-based Construction Grammar, Simpler
Syntax), competition-based theories (e.g. Stochastic
Optimality Theory, Decathlon Model), and usage-based
approaches. The volume shows that while acceptability
judgment data are typically compatible with the assumptions
of various theoretical frameworks, some gradient phenomena
are best captured within frameworks that permit soft
constraints-non-categorical grammatical constraints that
encode the conventional preferences of language users.
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